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The outcome of the summit can be interpreted as the Hungarian and Polish forces having “repelled the international attack 

of the liberal brigades”, Orbán told public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. Hungary and Poland thwarted the attempt to have 

others decide on the funds they are entitled to, the prime minister said. There were some, Orbán said, that had pushed for 

an arrangement where Hungary and Poland would receive the monies they are entitled to but their spending would have 

been tied to political conditions. “These are typically countries that are pro-immigration and hate us because we don’t allow 

them to enforce their migration policy and because Hungary stops migrants”, he said, adding that they were backed by US 

financier George Soros. The prime minister said these countries had wanted to introduce a financial mechanism with which 

they could “blackmail Hungary and Poland”. When the Hungarian delegation arrived for negotiations there was a proposal 

on the table that was “unfair” and “deeply flawed”, the prime minister said. It needed to be corrected and it was, he added.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in a radio interview, said he and his team were able to 
secure an extra 3 billion euros in funding for Hungary at the EU summit on the bloc’s 
next budget and its pandemic recovery package in Brussels.
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ORBÁN: HuNGARy ‘WON 
AN IMPORTANT BATTlE, 
NOT A WAR’

Hungary “only won an important battle, 

not a war” at the European Union 

summit on the bloc’s 2021-2027 budget 

and its pandemic recovery package in 

Brussels, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said in a regular interview to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. He said 

debates on the future of Europe involved 

the clash of two conflicting visions. One, 

he said, was “past Christianity and the 

era of national cultures and would admit 

many people of foreign cultures so that 

they could mix with those living here to 

create a unique culture”. But Hungary 

does not want this, Orbán said. “We like 

it if there’s security, order, if there’s no 

terrorism and we don’t want to have to 

be the ones to conform to those who 

come here,” he said. “We don’t want 

to go down that path.” But those who 

hold the opposing view “don’t want us 

to be the ones to decide on this because 

they say that Europe should be the same 

everywhere”, Orbán added. This debate 

has not been settled, he said, adding 

that Hungary should be prepared 

to continue to fight this battle “for 

decades to come”. This was why, Orbán 

said, Hungary had to be governed by 

a nationally-minded government and 

prime minister “who understands this 

connection and is capable of standing 

up for Hungary”.

The prime minister said the EU 

summit was a key moment in the 

history of Hungary and the other 26 

member states because they had tried 

something that had never been done 

before. Because several member states 

have hit trouble, EU leaders had to deal 

not just with the bloc’s next seven-

year budget but also put together 

an economic recovery package, he 

noted. Orbán said there were member 

states whose public debt-to-GDP ratio 

was expected to reach 150-160%. By 

comparison, Hungary’s debt-to-GDP 

ratio was 83-85% in 2010, he said, adding 

that this, too, had been “depressing”.

Orbán said Hungary was a part of an 

international division of labour that is the 

European single market. “But we have 

… a historical disadvantage that we 

inherited from the communist era and 

if we open up our borders and there are 

no protective tariffs in place, companies 

from the countries that have been more 

fortunate in the past will come here 

and put up a tough competition for 

Hungarian businesses,” he said. Because 

these companies repatriate their profits 

from Hungary, “the goal is to ensure 

we make at least as much money off 

of them as they make off of us”, Orbán 

added. He said the government’s task 

was to see that money flowing into 

Hungary, for instance in the form of EU 

funds, matched the repatriated profits 

of foreign-owned multinationals.

ORBÁN: ‘ClEAR, 
STRAIGHTFORWARD’ 
RulES NEEDED TO 
COMBAT EPIDEMIC

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in 

a regular interview to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Rádió, said the 

situation regarding fatalities from 

the novel coronavirus epidemic was 

improving in Hungary. But, he added, 

the epidemic was worsening in 

neighbouring countries and the virus 

could be imported if Hungary failed 

to take action. “This is why we need 

clear and straightforward rules at the 

country’s border crossing points which 

travellers must observe,” Orbán said, 

calling on Hungarians to read up on 

restrictions before travelling to any 

foreign country.

Regarding the introduction of a 

school-guard system, Orbán said it 

was aimed at eliminating “violent 

behaviour”, calling it “unacceptable” 

that teachers should “be afraid and 

feel vulnerable”. Guards will only be 

assigned to schools that request it and 

they will be tasked with helping to keep 

order, Orbán said. “Children and parents 

need to be told that although we live 

in a free and democratic country there 

must be order in schools and the work 

must be done there,” he said.

Concerning the government’s 

“National Consultation” survey 

launched last month in connection 

with the novel coronavirus epidemic 

and restarting the economy, Orbán 

said: “We can’t count on the opposition 

when there is trouble. It is a moral 

obligation of every party to join 

forces [in the current situation], but 

the opposition does not keep to it 

but wants to prevent Hungarians 

from expressing their opinion about 

prevention measures.” The survey 

is necessary, “as there might be a 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

July 24, 2020
AFTERNOON ISSuE PM

second wave of the epidemic and it 

is important for us to hear people’s 

opinion about measures they deem 

important,” the prime minister said.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS IN HuNGARy 
INCREASE By 18

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by 18 to 4,398 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remains unchanged at 596, while 3,312 

people have made a recovery. There are 

490 active infections and 70 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital for 

Covid-19, four on ventilators. Fully 7,318 

people are in official home quarantine, 

while the number of tests carried out 

stands at 319,854.

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force last week, 

with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. Meanwhile, gatherings 

of more than 500 people are banned 

until August 15.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,021), followed by Pest 

County (666) and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (310) and 

Zala (263). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (13).

HuNGARy TAKES 
DElIVERy OF lEOPARD 
BATTlE TANKS

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő took 

delivery of the first four Leopard 

2A4HU battle tanks at the army base 

in Tata, in northern Hungary. The 

delivery of the tanks is the first step 

in the upgrade of the Hungarian 

military’s armoured fighting vehicles, 

the minister said. The new vehicles 

delivered by Frank Haun, the CEO of 

German manufacturer Krauss-Maffei 

Wegmann (KMW), will replace the 

Russian T-72 tanks. The Hungarian 

Armed Forces will acquire a total of 12 

Leopard battle tanks, with two vehicles 

being delivered to the Tata base each 

month between September and the 

end of the year, Benkő said. From 2023, 

they will use the more modern 2A7HU 

tanks, he added.

HuNGARy POPulATION 
DEClINE SlOWS IN JAN-
JuNE

Hungary’s population decline slowed 

in the first six months of the year as 

the number of births increased by 5.5% 

and the number of deaths decreased 

also by 5.5% compared with the same 

period last year, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. The figures show that 

there were 44,250 births in January-

June, up 2,291. The number of deaths 

was 64,302, down 3,733 from last 

year. The rise in births and the drop in 

deaths means that the rate of natural 

population decline was down 23% 

compared with the same period last 

year. A regional breakdown shows that 

population figures declined in every 

county and region last year but the 

pace of decline decreased significantly 

in the capital, the Northern Great Plain 

and North Hungary. KSH noted that the 

estimated total fertility rate was 1.5, up 

from 1.41 a year before. The number 

of marriages went up to 26,792, about 

11.2% more than a year earlier.

STuDENT CAMP RAPIST 
DENIED PAROlE

The judicial panel of a Kecskemét 

appeals court has denied parole to 

a man convicted of raping a student 

in a summer camp six years ago, the 

chief prosecutor’s office of Bács-Kiskun 

County said. The man, aged forty at 

the time of the crime, was sentenced 

to nine years in prison in a final ruling 

in June 2016 for raping a student at 

Eötvös Loránd University’s student 

camp in Fonyódliget, in western 

Hungary, in August 2014. He worked at 

the camp as a photographer and was 

convicted of assaulting the first-year 

student in the early hours of August 
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30. He choked and beat her, threatened 

to kill her, raped her and took photos 

of the incident in order to blackmail 

her later. In June 2020, the convict was 

granted parole for good behaviour by a 

Kecskemét Court judge. A Bács-Kiskun 

County prosecutor appealed the ruling 

arguing that it failed to consider “the 

nature, gravity and manner of the 

crime, the convict’s previous criminal 

record and that past punishments had 

not deterred him from committing 

sexual assault”, the county prosecution 

said in a statement. The Kecskemét 

court’s judicial panel accepted the 

appeal, taking into account that earlier 

rulings had not deterred the man from 

repeating the offence.

ITAly EXTRADITES 
SuSPECTED MuRDERER  
OF HuNGARIAN WOMAN

Italian authorities have extradited to 

Hungary a man suspected of having 

murdered a Hungarian woman from 

Szentes, the national police said. 

The remains of the woman who had 

gone missing from a rental home in 

the southern Hungarian town in the 

summer of 2006 were found early this 

month, the police said in a statement. 

The suspect is her former partner 

who had been taken into custody on 

a European warrant by authorities in 

Italy. Hungarian police initiated the 

pre-trial detention of the man after 

interrogating him on Thursday.

VARGA-DAMM EXPEllED 
FROM JOBBIK

Lawmaker Andrea Varga-Damm 

said she has been expelled from the 

conservative opposition Jobbik party. 

Speaking at a press conference on a 

different subject, Varga-Damm, who 

left Jobbik’s parliamentary group in the 

spring session, said she had received 

an unsigned letter of expulsion from 

the party last week. “They didn’t hold a 

hearing,” she said. “The party’s leaders 

didn’t want to look me in the eye so 

they chose a path of cowardice.”

Varga-Damm said she will not appeal 

the decision, adding that the events 

of the past week had demonstrated 

to her that Jobbik was “in no way a 

value-oriented party anymore”.

She criticised her former party for 

“importing” members from liberal 

Párbeszéd “just so they can say that the 

party has members” and for “stripping 

real Jobbik politicians of their official 

titles in Budapest’s 7th district”, saying 

that such moves were “acts of betrayal”.

Jobbik’s statutes declare that 

the party cannot recruit former 

members of the Socialist Party, the 

now defunct liberal SZDSZ party or 

the Hungarian Democratic Forum, 

Varga-Damm said, noting that 

Párbeszéd won parliamentary seats 

in the last general election from a 

joint list with the Socialists.


