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Hungary and Israel are in “close alliance” in international politics, and they are among countries “most attacked in international 

organisations and in the international media,” Szijjártó told the daily. Bilateral ties have never been “as good and dynamic 

as now,” the minister said. During recent talks in Israel “we confirmed that we can rely on each other,” he added. Szijjártó 

pledged Hungary’s support to oppose decisions and possible sanctions against Israel in the European Union, the United 

Nations and in other organisations. 

In another development, Szijjártó said that Israel has not annexed the West Bank and that Hungary “will not take a position 

on something that has not happened”. He also rejected any possible “unnecessary and counterproductive” steps against 

Israel. Concerning Hungary’s ban on entry of Israeli nationals as part of its measures to fight the coronavirus pandemic, 

Szijjártó said that his government was obliged to protect the health of Hungarians and the national economy.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó, in an interview with Israel’s Yedioth Ahronoth, 
highlighted the Hungarian government’s support for a “fair and balanced assessment 
of Israel”.

HUNGARY WANTS FAIR ASSESSMENT OF ISRAEL

Stats office releases demographic 
data for Jan-May

Coronavirus updates

Hungarian Olympic Committee’s 
presser on launch of new fan brand
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Dredging ship on Lake Balaton



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

JULY 24, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY’S 
DISPUTE WITH  
SOROS ‘HAS NOTHING  
TO DO WITH’ RELIGION

Hungary’s dispute with US financier 

George Soros “has nothing to do” with 

his religion, Hungarian Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in an interview 

with Israel’s Yedioth Ahronoth. Asked 

about Soros’s role and his Jewish 

background, Szijjártó said: “It is anti-

Semitism to say that we have a dispute 

with Soros because he is Jewish. We 

are not interested in his religion. 

It is the anti-Semites that are.” The 

Hungarian government “guarantees 

the freedom of people including their 

religious freedoms and will continue 

to protect the Jewish community and 

all its members”, Szijjártó said. The 

minister also referred to “civil groups 

that are in fact political players” as 

“mostly financed by Soros’s network”. 

Soros “envisions a completely different 

future for Europe and wants to see a 

completely different Hungary than we 

do”, he said. 

FINANCE MINISTER: GDP 
EXPECTED  
TO FALL 5% IN H2

Hungary’s GDP is expected to fall 5% 

in annual comparison in the second 

half of 2020, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga told public broadcaster Kossuth 

Rádió. The economy strengthened 

somewhat in June, but GDP in the 

second quarter is still expected to 

fall by an annual 10%, Varga said. The 

economy suffered a 20% setback in 

April in annual comparison, the largest 

fall recorded yet during the coronavirus 

pandemic, Varga said. The fall slowed 

in May, and the trend turned in June, 

he said.

The budget deficit at the end of H2 

was at 3.8-4% of GDP, or 1,800 billion 

forints (EUR 5.2bn), the minister said. It 

was originally forecast at 1% of GDP, or 

488 billion forints (EUR 1.4bn), he said. 

Spending was driven by the 600 billion 

forints allocated to the pandemic 

protection fund and the 1,100 billion 

for the economy protection fund, 

he said. Restarting the economy 

and a potential second wave of the 

epidemic may increase the deficit 

further, he added. Varga noted that 

Hungary’s economy was robust when 

the epidemic hit the country, with a 

5% growth in 2019 and 2% in Q1 2020.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY 
INCREASE BY 14

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by 14 to 4,380 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remains unchanged at 596, while 

3,300 people have made a recovery. 

There are 484 active infections and 

76 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, four 

on ventilators. Fully 7,001 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

316,120. New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force last 

week, with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the Chief Medical Officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. Meanwhile, gatherings 

of more than 500 people are banned 

until August 15. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (2,019), 

followed by Pest County (663) and 

the counties of Fejér (379), Komárom-

Esztergom (309) and Zala (262). Tolna 

County has the fewest infections (13).

ORBÁN’S APPROVAL 
RATING AT 5-YEAR HIGH 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s approval 

rating reached a five-year high this 

month, a poll published by the 

Nézőpont research institute showed. 

In the poll conducted between 

July 14-16, 57% of respondents said 

they would like to see Orbán in a 

leading political role in the future, 

the institute said. Only one-third of 
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respondents were dissatisfied with 

Orbán’s performance, the lowest 

ratio since October 2015, Nézőpont 

said. The approval rating of Gergely 

Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, has gone up by 14 percentage 

points, while Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó’s popularity is up 10 points 

since December last year. Meanwhile, 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga’s 

approval rating is up by 9 points, 

Nézőpont said, attributing the figures 

to the government’s Covid-19 response 

measures.

Tapping the public’s opinion about 

the opposition, Nézőpont found 

that the most popular opposition 

politician was Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony, with a 36% approval rating. 

The least popular is Ferenc Gyurcsány, 

the leader of the leftist Democratic 

Coalition, with 78% of respondents 

rejecting him, Nézőpont said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: PORTUGAL-
HUNGARY RELATIONS 
CHARACTERISED  
BY MUTUAL RESPECT

Relations between Portugal and 

Hungary are characterised by mutual 

respect and accepting the fact that the 

two countries have different views on 

certain issues, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after meeting counterpart 

Augusto Ernesto dos Santos Silva. 

Szijjártó told a joint press conference 

that it was clearly understood that 

the Hungarian government’s anti-

migration position differed from the 

Portuguese government’s policy. At 

the same time, a shared point where 

effective and strong cooperation is 

planned in the upcoming period is 

the push for the European Union to 

develop an effective Africa strategy, 

he added. Szijjártó said developments 

needed to be implemented to improve 

living conditions for Africans in order to 

enable them to find success in Africa. 

Hungary is helping African countries 

with tied aid loans, development 

programmes, and by offering more 

than 1,000 scholarships to African 

students, he said.

Szijjártó highlighted the importance 

of economic cooperation and said 

that a 7 billion forint (EUR 20m) 

Hungarian-Portuguese financial 

cooperation fund had been set 

up to support Hungarian and 

Portuguese medium-sized companies 

involved in digitalisation and digital 

developments. An agreement on 

space industry cooperation was 

signed in line with which Portugal 

and Hungary will work together to 

develop satellite technologies, satellite 

data exchange, robot technology and 

telecommunications developments, 

he added. An additional area for 

cooperation is education, he said. 

Portuguese language is taught at 

four universities and eight secondary 

schools around Hungary and efforts 

will be made to offer more young 

Hungarians the chance to study 

the language, he added. As a result, 

Hungary has joined the Community 

of Portuguese Language Countries 

as an observer and offers scholarships 

to students from member countries, 

teaching them Hungarian music 

training methodologies, he said. 

Hungary is also involved in important 

water management programmes, he 

added.

SOCIALISTS INITIATE 
REFERENDUM  
ON PROTECTION OF LAKES

The Socialist Party is initiating a 

referendum on the status and 

protection of public beaches at 

Hungarian lakes, the head of the 

party’s board said in Fonyód, at Lake 

Balaton. Ágnes Kunhalmi told a press 

conference that the referendum 

will contain three questions. The 

first will ask people whether public 

beaches on freshwater lakes should 

be accessible free of charge. The 

second and third questions will ask 

whether parliament should impose 

a ban on selling public beaches 

and undertaking constructions on 

them. Kunhalmi said losses incurred 

by the local governments should 

be compensated from the central 

budget. 

She noted that the Socialists 

have recently launched a signature 

campaign to raise awareness of 

the “problems” regarding Lake 

Balaton, Hungary’s largest lake. 

The drive calls for sailboat ports 

to be left in public ownership and 

the preservation of free beaches on 

the lake, she said. Kunhalmi insisted 

that “oligarchs” connected to the 

ruling Fidesz party had “started 

to buy up the Balaton shoreline, 
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along with other lakes” in 2010. The 

trend picked up in 2016, she said, 

“elbowing low earners out of the 

holiday resorts”.

EPIDEMIC MAKES 
EMPLOYEES ‘MORE 
MOTIVATED’  
TO RETAIN JOB

Hungarian employees have become 

“more motivated to retain their 

jobs” in view of the coronavirus 

crisis, according to a recent survey 

conducted by pollster Median and 

insurance company BNP Paribas 

Cardif. According to findings of the 

survey, 56% of respondents would 

be willing to work more without a 

pay rise, while 70% would travel 30 

minutes longer to work. The survey 

put the labour stability index at 70 

points (on a scale of 100 points), 

indicating employees’ optimism 

to continue in their current job for 

the long term. Participants in the 

survey voiced similar optimism (58 

points) concerning finding another 

job. Márk István Kiss, the CEO of BNP 

Paribas Cardif, however, said that 

employees’ readiness to make more 

sacrifices to keep their jobs indicate 

their expectations of increased 

competition on the labour market. 

The representative survey was 

carried out by interviewing 1,200 

people in June.

AMBASSADOR: HUNGARY 
‘STANDS BY ISRAEL’  
IN PEACE PLAN 

Hungary was one of the countries 

ready to “give a chance” to the United 

States’ peace plan for the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict, Yacov Hadas-

Handelsman, Israel’s ambassador to 

Hungary, has said. In an interview 

published in Thursday’s edition of 

the daily Magyar Nemzet, Hadas-

Handelsman said “few countries 

have grasped that we now have a 

plan that could change a decade-

long stalemate”. A peace plan cannot 

be rejected “simply because it is 

connected to [US President] Donald 

Trump,” he said, adding that the plan 

should be “given a chance”.

STUDENT LOANS SET  
TO BE EXPANDED  
TO COVER FUNDING  
FOR VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING

The economic cabinet has proposed 

expanding student loans offered by 

the state-owned provider to cover 

funding for vocational training 

and adult education starting from 

the spring semester of the next 

academic year, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said. The measure 

would help finance the studies of 

57,000 people participating in adult 

education programmes and 220,000 

students enrolled in vocational 

training programmes, Varga said after 

a meeting of the cabinet. Students in 

the programmes could be eligible for 

a monthly general-purpose loan of up 

to 150,000 forints (EUR 429), Varga said, 

adding that they would have ten years 

to repay the loan after graduation. 

Introducing student loans for 

vocational training programmes 

would help boost the country’s 

competitiveness and support 

employees in acquiring up-to-date 

and marketable knowledge, he 

added.

GOVT LAUNCHES PROJECT 
TO ELIMINATE ILLEGAL 
WASTE DUMPS

The government is launching a 

programme in August to eliminate 

illegal waste dumps in Hungary, 

Government Spokeswoman 

Alexandra Szentkirályi said. The 

project dubbed “Let’s clean up the 

country!” is part of the government’s 

climate protection action plan, 

Szentkirályi said. Anita Boros, a state 

secretary of the innovation and 

technology ministry, said a pilot 

project will be launched in August 

and September, and the programme 

will be finalised in the second half 

of 2020.


