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László Kövér, the Speaker of the Hungarian National Assembly, wrote in a letter to his Dutch counterpart that the two 

parliaments could pave the way for a deal. Referring to negotiations over the European Union’s budget and coronavirus 

rescue package, Kövér noted that the Hungarian and Dutch parliaments had given their governments irreconcilable 

negotiating remits. Accordingly, this would mean their respective prime ministers may end up having to veto any eventual 

deal, he said, adding that a visit to Hungary already planned by Dutch lawmakers and one by Kövér to The Hague that had 

been postponed due to the coronavirus epidemic would provide “an excellent opportunity for dialogue” between the 

two parliaments. “I trust that in the difficult situation at hand we can help find a way to forge a strong Europe,” he wrote, 

adding that the EU summit was important to the future of the EU. The speaker said neither the Netherlands nor Hungary 

were among the countries most affected by the economic crisis but it would be incumbent on them to show solidarity to 

EU member states that do need help.

Hungary’s parliament “is open to dialogue” with the Dutch parliament, with the aim of 
ensuring a successful outcome to the current EU summit, Hungary’s House Speaker 
has said.

KÖVÉR: HUNGARY’S PARLIAMENT ‘OPEN TO 
DIALOGUE’
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ORBÁN STANDS BY ITALY, 
SAYS LEAGUE  
LEADER SALVINI

Italy’s right-wing League leader 

Matteo Salvini on Sunday released 

a text message he received from 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán attending a European Union 

summit in Brussels in which Orbán 

assured him that Hungary was “on 

Italy’s side”. In the text message 

Salvini posted on Facebook, Orbán 

noted that before sending the 

message, he had told reporters in 

Brussels that Hungary firmly stood 

by Italy.

Orbán earlier told the media that 

if European Union leaders failed to 

reach an agreement on the bloc’s 

next long-term budget and post-

pandemic recovery package, it would 

be because of The Netherlands. 

The prime minister said The 

Netherlands wanted to introduce 

a new mechanism to monitor how 

European Union funds are paid out 

to and spent by member states. 

Concerning the proportion between 

the non-refundable grants and 

loans contained within the recovery 

package, Orbán said that Hungary 

supported the Italian position that 

money should be granted to countries 

that need it most urgently.

Meanwhile, Adolfo Urso, head of 

the Italian-Hungarian parliamentary 

friendship group, of Fratelli d’Italia 

(FdI), has said that the EU summit 

had shown that Orbán and the 

Visegrad Group countries were Italy’s 

best allies against The Netherlands’ 

“shameful arrogance”. Urso said on 

Facebook that “Italy and Hungary, 

together with Spain and Portugal, 

could lead an alliance of southern 

and central Europe, saving the EU 

from the northern, Dutch pirates, 

in the spirit of solidarity of the 

former founders of the European 

community.”

JUSTICE MINISTER 
IN POLAND SIGNS 
AGREEMENT  
ON LEGAL COOPERATION

Justice Minister Judit Varga and 

Zbigniew Ziobro, her Polish 

counterpart, signed an agreement 

in Warsaw concerning cooperation 

between Hungary’s Mádl Ferenc 

Institute of legal comparative studies 

and Poland’s International Law 

Institute. Hungary unconditionally 

supports plans raised within 

the Visegrád Group to set up an 

international legal comparative 

institute, Varga told MTI by phone 

from Warsaw. Both Hungary and 

Poland deem it necessary to build 

“a knowledge base and community 

of lawyers in central Europe to 

promote the region’s specific position 

concerning Europe’s legal and state 

development, as well as key issues 

around European integration,” Varga 

said.

The minister said it was also 

important to build up a network of 

professors to provide a “conservative 

alternative based on strong nation 

states”, arguing that in Europe’s 

legal circles and mainstream media 

“there is a strong European federalist 

trend”.

She said her talks also touched 

on the European Union summit 

now under way concerning the 

bloc’s budget and coronavirus 

rescue package, adding that the 

Hungarian government would 

not accept tying community aid 

to the rule of law in the recipient 

country if those conditions are 

aimed at exerting political pressure. 

“Economic aspects must not be 

mixed up with politics or ideology, 

and must not be used for political 

pressure,” she said. “The rule of 

law does not have a generally 

accepted definition; neither do 

the EU treaties provide a sufficient 

legal basis to hold member states 

accountable,” she said, adding that 

“should the European Commission 

be granted a mechanism to hold 

members accountable it would 

raise opportunities for a subjective 

assessment and arbitrary use of the 

law”. “Hungary believes that the rule 

of law can only be interpreted on 

the basis of a dialogue that takes 

place between governments 

that are respectful of each other, 

and it should not be mixed up in 

any way with the logic of the EU 

budget or EU sanctions,” Varga said. 

Conditioning community funding 

on the rule of law issue would 

“clearly be a political and ideological 

weapon”, she added.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY, 
ISRAEL ‘CAN ALWAYS 
COUNT ON ONE ANOTHER’

Partnership between Hungary and 

Israel is “stronger than ever” and the 

two can always count on one another, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said at 

a joint press conference with Israeli 

counterpart Gabi Ashkenazi. Hungary, 

Szijjártó said, staunchly stands up for 

Israel and calls for a “fair and balanced 

attitude” towards the country in 

international forums. Hungary, he 

added, would never support biased 

decisions against Israel. The minister 

insisted that Israel and Hungary were 

among the countries most under 

attack by international organisations 

and the media. He said many 

countries wanted the interests of the 

two countries to be in opposition to 

one another, but bilateral cooperation 

was at its zenith. He said Hungary, 

as a central European country, was 

interested in peace and stability in 

the Middle East. Notwithstanding 

the efforts to achieve this, all have 

failed, he noted, adding that the 

White House plan may serve as a 

basis for a process that leads to peace 

and security. This, he said, required 

patience, trust and support for 

dialogue based on the White House 

plan.

Szijjártó said the coronavirus 

epidemic had created challenges that 

put Hungarian-Israeli cooperation into 

“a new dimension”. He said Europe 

was vulnerable and should build 

strategic capacities for protecting 

itself against the coronavirus which 

enabled it to procure vital equipment. 

Hungary, he added, manufactures 

“world-class” ventilators in 

cooperation with Israel which can be 

exported. Israel, he said, is Hungary’s 

top trading and investment partner 

in the Middle East. The kosher food 

industry, the development of self-

driving cars and space cooperation 

are important areas of cooperation, 

he added.

Fifty Israeli students will be allowed 

to study in Hungary, he said, adding 

that Hungary was a safe country for the 

Jewish community and Jewish tourists. 

Agreements were signed on the 

Stipendium Hungaricum scholarship 

programme and on closer cooperation 

between Hungarian and Israeli space 

research.

Ashkenazi called Hungary “an 

important friend of Israel”, not only in 

the European Union, but also in the UN 

and other international organisations, 

adding that both countries were 

committed to enhancing their 

cooperation.

ECJ RULES IN FAVOUR  
OF HUNGARY  
IN INFRINGEMENT 
PROCEDURE  
ON UTILITY FEES

The European Court of Justice (ECJ) 

has ruled that Hungary’s law on 

utility fees does not violate European 

Union regulations in prohibiting 

energy companies to transfer special 

taxes and transaction fees to private 

consumers, the innovation and 

technology ministry said. Meanwhile, 

the ruling said Hungary has to ensure 

legal remedy against its energy 

market regulations. The ministry 

welcomed the ruling “in favour of 

Hungary in its dispute against the 

European Commission”. Hungary is 

ready to amend legislation to ensure 

legal remedy in accordance with the 

ECJ ruling, the statement said.

MENCZER: MOMENTUM 
SIDED WITH DUTCH 
AGAINST HUNGARY

Opposition Momentum has taken 

sides with the Dutch, “who are pro-

migration”, to undermine Hungary in 

negotiations over the EU budget and 

coronavirus rescue package, Tamás 

Menczer, a foreign ministry state 

secretary, said on Facebook. He said 

Momentum had worked against the 

interests of Hungary “many times”, 

adding that Momentum’s leaders had 

often voted on the side of the liberal 

Dutch prime minister, Mark Rutte, 

who was “attacking Hungary” at the 

current EU summit and attempting 

to deprive the country of EU funds. 

Menczer insisted that Rutte was a 

pro-migration politician who was 

glad to be photographed with 

the family of billionaire financier 

George Soros. “He talks about the 

rule of law but keeps quiet about 

serious, violent crimes committed 

by immigrants in the Netherlands,” 

he said.
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CORONAVIRUS - 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY  
INCREASE BY SIX

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased by 

six to 4,339, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Monday morning.

The number of fatalities remained 

unchanged at 596, while 3,232 have 

made a recovery. There are 511 active 

infections and 83 coronavirus patients 

are in hospital, five on ventilators. 

Fully 5,710 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 310,070.

New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force last 

Wednesday with the aim of preventing 

the import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. Meanwhile, gatherings 

of more than 500 people are banned 

until August 15.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,013), followed by Pest 

County (657) and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (308) and 

Zala (262). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (13).

RÉTVÁRI: FREE TEXTBOOKS 
TO ALL STUDENTS  
FROM SEPT

All students of Hungary’s primary and 

secondary schools will be provided 

textbooks free of charge from 

the next academic year on, Bence 

Rétvári, state secretary at the human 

resources ministry, said, adding that 

the textbooks for 1.2 million students 

will cost the central budget an annual 

13.5 billion forints (EUR 38.2m). He 

noted that parents have so far paid 

20,000-30,000 forints for school books 

per child.

OVER 600 MUNICIPALITIES 
WIN DEVELOPMENT 
FUNDING  
IN HUF 10 BN SCHEME

More than 600 localities have won 

altogether ten billion forints (EUR 

28.3m) in development funding 

within the government’s Hungarian 

Village scheme, the government 

commissioner for modern 

communities said. Small localities 

and village parishes can apply for a 

maximum of 30 million forints for the 

development of communal spaces 

and to hire a community organiser 

for one year, Alpár Gyopáros told a 

press conference. The development 

projects will create the infrastructure 

necessary for the local governments 

to organise community life, Gyopáros 

said. Community organisers will work 

with priests and organise lay events in 

parishes where one priest has to serve 

several villages, he added.

REGIOJET TO LAUNCH 
BUDAPEST-VIENNA-BRNO-
PRAGUE SERVICE

Privately-owned Czech railway 

company RegioJet will start twice-

daily service connecting Budapest, 

Vienna, Brno and Prague from July 31. 

Hungary’s privately owned Continental 

Railway Solution will operate the 

Hungarian stretch of the service. 

RegioJet will offer four travel classes 

on the trains: low-cost, standard, relax 

and business. The cheapest one-way 

tickets will start at EUR 9 for Budapest-

Vienna and EUR 16 for Budapest-

Prague. Ticket prices include reserve 

seating and access to broadband 

internet. The trains will make stops 

at Déli and Kelenföld stations in 

Budapest, as well as at stations in Győr, 

Mosonmagyaróvár and Hegyeshalom, 

but they may not be used to reach 

domestic destinations.


