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Speaking to international reporters ahead of the third day of talks in Brussels, the prime minister said the Netherlands 

wanted to introduce a mechanism to monitor how European Union funds are paid out to and spent by member states, 

especially in the case of southern EU countries. Orbán said the mechanism proposed by the Netherlands would be an 

entirely new one even in terms of the issue of the rule of law. He said the introduction of a new mechanism would require 

the amendment of the EU treaties. Hungary does not believe that there is a need for a new mechanism but is ready to 

debate the matter, Orbán said.

As regards the Netherlands and Hungary, he said: “I don’t know what is the personal reason for the Dutch prime minister to 

hate me or Hungary, but he is attacking so harshly.” Orbán said Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte had made it “very clear” that 

because Hungary “in his opinion does not respect the rule of law it must be punished financially”. He called this position 

“unacceptable”, arguing that no decision had been issued on the rule-of-law situation in Hungary.

If EU leaders fail to reach an agreement on the contentious issues concerning the 
bloc’s next multi-year budget and post-pandemic recovery package, it will be because 
of the Netherlands, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.
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ORBÁN SEES GOOD 
CHANCE FOR DEAL ON EU 
RECOVERY PACKAGE

Only four pivotal issues remain to be 

discussed in connection with the 

European Union’s post-pandemic 

recovery package, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said ahead of the third 

day of talks at an EU summit in Brussels, 

adding that he believed there was a 

good chance EU leaders would reach 

a deal on the package. Among the 

contentious issues besides the rule-

of-law mechanism, he mentioned 

the size of the recovery fund, which 

he said must be adequate to manage 

the economic downturn caused by the 

epidemic. Another issue to be debated, 

he said, was the proportion between 

the non-refundable grants and loans 

contained within the package. Orbán 

said the Netherlands was pushing for 

the introduction of a mechanism that 

would grant it significant influence 

over the distribution of EU funds, 

especially in the case of southern 

member states. Hungary in this 

regard supports Italy’s position that 

the member states in need of urgent 

assistance should be the first to receive 

money.

As regards the proportion between 

the non-refundable grants and loans 

contained in the rescue package, 

the prime minister said there was a 

“humiliating” discrepancy between 

the amount of funding that would 

be allocated to Hungary and what 

member states of similar size, similar 

population size and revenues would 

receive. Though Hungary considers it 

unfair that it stands to receive several 

billions of euros less than those 

countries, it is willing to accept such 

a solution in the interest of European 

unity, Orbán said. Concerning the scale 

of rebates on budget contributions 

awarded to richer member states, 

Orbán said that though the richer 

countries wanted to hold on to that 

“privilege”, this mechanism should 

be scrapped now that the United 

Kingdom has quit the bloc.

As regards civil organisations, the 

prime minister said the bloc should 

rethink how it funds those groups, 

arguing that they spent the money 

they receive from the EU on “attacking” 

the governments of member states. 

Orbán said he had proposed during 

the talks that civil groups should be 

treated the same way as political 

parties when it comes to their receipt 

of financial support from the EU, but 

added that his proposal had been 

voted down by the other leaders. 

The prime minister said it was vital to 

approve the recovery package, adding 

that he was prepared to continue talks 

in the matter next week.

HEAD OF ITALIAN-
HUNGARIAN PARLT 
FRIENDSHIP GROUP SAYS 
ORBÁN, V4 ‘BEST ALLIES’

The European Union summit in 

Brussels has shown that Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and the 

Visegrad Group countries are Italy’s 

best allies against the Netherlands’ 

“shameful arrogance”, Adolfo Urso, 

head of the Italian-Hungarian 

parliamentary friendship group, of 

Fratelli d’Italia (FdI), said. Commenting 

on the EU summit under way in 

Brussels, Urso said on Facebook that 

“Italy and Hungary, together with Spain 

and Portugal, could lead an alliance of 

southern and central Europe, saving 

the EU from the northern, Dutch 

pirates, in the spirit of solidarity of 

the former founders of the European 

community.” Urso reacted to Orbán’s 

Brussels remarks about the summit, 

ahead of leaving for Budapest where 

he is scheduled to hold talks in 

his capacity as head of the Italian-

Hungarian parliamentary friendship 

group. Orbán said that Hungary 

supported the Italian position that 

money should be granted to countries 

that need it most urgently.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ONLY 
HUNGARIANS CAN DECIDE 
ON EU FUNDS ALLOCATED 
TO HUNGARY

Hungarians should be the only ones 

to decide on how they get to spend 

European Union funding allocated 

to Hungary, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio over the weekend. 

“We won’t accept being subjected 

to any kind of political blackmail by 

anyone … in terms of how European 

Union resources are spent,” Szijjártó 

said in the telephone interview. “The 

so-called rule-of-law mechanism 
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leaves room for blackmail and 

political influencing.” Szijjártó said 

the debate going on in Brussels was 

about “much more than how the 

internal structure of the recovery 

fund should look”. The debate is 

about who should get to decide how 

EU funds are used, he said. 

“The funds coming from the 

European Union are our monies, 

too, so the decisions on how they’re 

spent cannot be influenced through 

blackmail or unclear procedures built 

on baseless accusations,” Szijjártó 

said. EU funds are not humanitarian 

aid, he said, adding that Hungary 

had not acquired them through 

the goodwill of western European 

countries, but rather through the 

economic output generated by 

Europeans, including the Hungarian 

people.

Szijjártó said Hungary has 

observed and abided by every 

European treaty on the basis of which 

the country could rightfully expect a 

“fair and apolitical distribution” of EU 

resources. He said all the European 

Council had to do to make a decision 

that suits all member states was act 

in a rational way. This means that the 

council must not make a decision 

that results in an unfair distribution 

of EU funds that would see poorer 

member states getting less money 

than the richer ones, the minister 

added. The council should also steer 

clear of a situation that would see 

countries that had demonstrated 

a better handling of the crisis 

caused by the novel coronavirus 

epidemic getting penalised and 

should not reward policies that lead 

to uncertainty and indebtedness, 

he added. “The way the European 

Council can make a good decision 

is by removing all possibilities for 

political blackmail from the system,” 

Szijjártó said. The minister said that 

as it stands now the rule-of-law 

mechanism could create a situation 

where if “someone in Brussels doesn’t 

like, for instance, Hungary’s migration 

policy, then we could have EU funds 

taken away from us”. He called this 

arrangement “scandalous”, saying it 

went against European interests and 

values.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS CASES IN 
HUNGARY INCREASE BY 18

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased by 

18, to 4,333, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Sunday morning. The number of 

fatalities remained unchanged at 596, 

while 3,223 have made a recovery. 

There are 514 active infections and 82 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

three on ventilators. Fully 5,486 people 

are in official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out stands 

at 307,846.

New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force 

on Wednesday with the aim of 

preventing the import of infections 

from abroad. Foreign countries have 

been classed into three categories: 

red, yellow, green. The authorities 

are screening arrivals and taking 

action based on the severity of the 

infection rate in each country. This can 

include ordering home quarantine for 

14 days and compulsory testing. The 

government and the Chief Medical 

Officer review the classification of 

the countries on a weekly basis. To 

avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. Meanwhile, gatherings of more 

than 500 people are banned until 

August 15. 

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,012), followed by Pest 

County (656) and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (308) and 

Zala (263). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (13).

PUBLIC PROCUREMENT 
FOR CHAIN BRIDGE 
REVAMP HOPED TO GET 
GREEN LIGHT NEXT WEEK 

The Budapest Transport Centre (BKK) 

board has expressed “principled 

support for the management” that 

it will discuss and hopefully agree to 

invite a public procurement tender for 

the reconstruction of Budapest’s iconic 

Chain Bridge next week, BKK CEO 

László Fendrik told a press conference 

over the weekend.

Kata Tüttő, deputy mayor for 

the Socialists, said that the major 

questions of the public procurement 

tender have been decided and the 
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renovation would give the bridge 

a lighter structure for the next 25 

years. “The renovation should have 

started as early as nine years ago 

when the first experts’ report called 

for it,” Tüttő told the press conference. 

Now the municipality had no other 

option but to decide for carrying out 

solely the renovation of the bridge 

without being able to also launch 

the reconstruction of the tunnel for 

trams and the renovation of the Buda 

Castle Tunnel, she said. The central 

government has repeatedly called 

for an immediate renovation of the 

bridge over the past nine months, 

but has been unable to transfer 

the 6 billion forints (EUR 17m) it had 

pledged for the project ever since, 

said Tüttő. She said the city council 

would be ready to supplement that 

amount missing to meet the entire 

cost of the project. Tüttő confirmed 

that “the renovation will get under 

way, we are going to revamp Chain 

Bridge.”

Outlining a possible timeline, Fendrik 

said the reconstruction could begin in 

March next year and take 30 months. It 

would require closing the bridge for a 

full 18 months and reopen it for traffic 

in 2023, he said.

Gábor Szőke, the CEO of Budapest 

Közút, the company in charge of 

managing and operating Danube 

bridges, said that a ban for vehicles 

weighing over 5 tonnes had already 

been introduced in January and a 

speed limit of 30 km/hour had come 

into effect in June. In response to a 

question, Szőke said the bridge is not 

in a condition that would require its 

closure.

Balázs Fürjes, state secretary for the 

development of Budapest and the 

metropolitan area, said in response 

that any further delay in the bridge’s 

renovation would cost billions of 

forints and pose danger to Budapest 

residents. Friday’s meeting of BKK’s 

board was disappointing for it had 

again failed to launch the public 

procurement procedure for the 

renovation, Fürjes said in a statement. 

Citing an expert report released 

last December, Fürjes said that the 

bridge was in a “critical condition”. 

He added that another report in 

June had cautioned that fragments 

of concrete may fall onto vehicles on 

the embankments or on ships.

SOCIALISTS DEMAND 
SAVING LAKE BALATON 
FROM BECOMING ‘SYMBOL 
FOR OLIGARCHS’

The opposition Socialists demanded 

on Sunday that Lake Balaton in 

western Hungary be saved from 

becoming a “symbol for oligarchs”, 

saying it should remain a holiday 

destination accessible to all 

Hungarians. Budapest leader of the 

party Zsolt Molnár said on Facebook 

that the Socialists would continue 

a signature drive to prevent the 

introduction of entrance fees at free 

beaches, the privatisation of ports for 

sailing boats and excessive lakeshore 

development. Issues concerning 

Lake Balaton will be placed in the 

focus of the party’s preparations for 

the 2022 parliamentary elections, 

he said. The Socialists will submit 

a comprehensive amendment 

proposal for the law on Lake Balaton 

this autumn and they welcome 

contributions by all opposition 

parties, he added. Molnár said the 

party also wanted to ensure that all 

water surfaces around Hungary are 

accessible by bicycle.

Socialist board member Dávid Bihal 

said the signature drive would be 

expanded to all of Hungary in order 

to prevent ruling “Fidesz and the 

oligarchs” from taking possession of 

Balaton.

GOVT LAUNCHES HUF 2 BN 
SME SUPPORT SCHEME

Hungary’s government is launching a 

new 2 billion forint (EUR 5.7m) scheme 

to support small and medium-

sized businesses, Péter Szijjártó, the 

foreign affairs and trade minister, 

said on Facebook over the weekend. 

Starting on Aug. 3, SMEs looking to 

build their brand abroad, prepare 

smaller investment projects or set 

up online distribution channels will 

be invited to bid for a maximum of 

50 million forints in government 

support, the minister said. The new 

era of the global economy set to 

emerge from the novel coronavirus 

pandemic presents both challenges 

and opportunities to countries like 

Hungary that rely heavily on exports, 

Szijjártó added. This is why the 

government has decided to launch 
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a new support scheme for Hungarian 

SMEs that can take advantage of the 

new era and be successful on foreign 

markets, he said.

LMP DEMANDS EFFECTIVE 
GREEN AUTHORITY TO 
PROTECT LAKE BALATON 

Opposition LMP said over the weekend 

that an effective green authority was 

much needed in order to protect the 

reeds around Lake Balaton in western 

Hungary. Co-leader Erzsébet Schmuck 

said on Facebook that the reeds played 

an important role in preserving water 

quality and were home to a diverse 

fauna and flora. Reeds have recently 

been cut in many areas around the 

lake in order to give way to beaches 

and buildings in their place, she said. 

This has become possible because 

the government had weakened the 

institutional system for environmental 

and nature protection, she said. The 

law on construction has also been 

eased and those that damage the 

environment when building houses 

along the lake get away with it simply 

by paying a fine, she added.

PALKOVICS DISCUSSES 
ROAD SAFETY, FUTURE 
OF HUNGARIAN 
MOTORSPORT WITH FIA 
PRESIDENT

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics discussed road safety 

measures and strategic matters 

concerning the future of motor racing 

in Hungary with Jean Todt, president 

of the International Automobile 

Federation (FIA), in Budapest over 

the weekend. The talks touched 

on the road safety targets included 

in the United Nations’ sustainable 

development goals, the Ministry of 

Innovation and Technology said in a 

statement, noting that Todt is also the 

UN Secretary-General’s special envoy 

for road safety. Todt expressed his 

satisfaction with the progress made 

by the Hungarian government so far 

and advised that Hungary continue 

to take firm measures to reduce the 

number of road accidents.

Palkovics briefed Todt on the state 

of road safety in Hungary and the two 

officials discussed the conditions for 

sustainable transport as well as the 

European Union’s road safety targets. 

As regards Hungarian motorsports, 

Palkovics assured the FIA president 

that the country was prepared to 

address the challenges presented by 

the pandemic as regards its motor 

racing events and that organisers, 

epidemiological experts and the 

government consult on the matter 

on a regular basis. Palkovics and Todt 

also discussed the establishment of the 

Hungarian Motorsport Development 

Agency (HUMDA) aimed at advancing 

the implementation of a long-term 

development strategy approved in 

the spring.

At a separate meeting with Todt and 

Formula One group chairman Chase 

Carey at the Hungaroring racetrack, 

Palkovics briefed Carey on Hungary’s 

plan to build another race circuit with 

the aim of hosting a MotoGP race 

there, Hungaroring Sport, the organiser 

of the Hungarian Grand Prix, said in 

a statement. The minister added that 

the government will soon set up an 

agency “that can connect players in 

the fields of technology and sports 

with the state”.


