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The events would have included an air show and fireworks in the evening. Gergely Gulyás told a regular weekly press 

briefing large gatherings increased the risk of intensifying the spread of the coronavirus. Gulyás expressed regret over 

the cancellation, adding stocks already purchased for the festivities would be used next year. The oath-taking ceremony 

of graduate officers will go ahead, he added. Gulyás noted that the number of active coronavirus infections in Hungary 

is gradually dropping. Hungary is one of the safest and most protected countries against the virus in the region, he said.

As regards neighbouring countries that have seen a rise in the number of infections, no further restrictions are needed as 

the coronavirus situation in these countries, with the exception of Serbia and Ukraine, has improved in the past few days. 

Gulyás said domestic coronavirus-related precautionary measures must be observed, including wearing a face mask on 

public transport and in shops. Restaurant staff must also wear a face mask, he added. 

All public events lined up for the August 20 national holiday have been cancelled in 
light of coronavirus protection measures, the Prime Minister’s chief of staff said.

NATIONAL HOLIDAY EVENTS CANCELLED
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A fragment of the 6,500-year-old female clay statue of Venus found 
archaeologists during excavations at Zalaegerszeg
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GULYÁS: GOVT WILL 
REJECT ANY CONDITIONS 
ATTACHED TO EU  
RESCUE PACKAGE

Hungary will reject any conditions 

attached to the European Union’s 

coronavirus rescue package, the head 

of the Prime Minister’s Office said. EU 

member states are in the best position 

to decide how the rescue funds 

should be spent, Gergely Gulyás told a 

regular press briefing, adding that the 

Hungarian government plans to enact 

measures to reboot the economy, 

create jobs and boost growth. When 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán negotiates 

at the EU summit this weekend, he will 

be bound by a remit approved by 

the Hungarian parliament. Hungarian 

lawmakers will have the sole authority 

to make any changes regarding the 

coronavirus rescue package in light of 

the summit’s conclusions. If conditions 

are attached to the loan package, the 

prime minister will have to submit 

them to parliament for another debate, 

Gulyás said. He said the government’s 

position was clear: the loan will be 

taken out jointly by EU member states 

and therefore “conditions must not be 

set”. In view of the wide gaps between 

the positions of the member states, 

the success of the EU summit “seems 

rather uncertain”, he said. If a deal is 

forthcoming, the loan agreement could 

be ratified by parliament in the summer 

or in September the latest, he added. 

Commenting on the revamp of 

Budapest’s 3rd metro line, he said 

that notwithstanding the fact that 

the undertaking is a task of the 

metropolitan council, the government 

was still prepared to contribute 

80 billion forints (EUR 266m) to 

the project.  The government, he 

added, had been “patiently waiting” 

for the past seven months for the 

metropolitan council to invite public 

procurement tenders for the Chain 

Bridge, he said. Commenting on the 

transfer of Volánbusz coach company 

to national railway company MÁV, 

he said the move was expected 

to improve coordination between 

bus and train services. He said the 

respective companies had received 

just criticism for not coordinating 

their services. He noted that the bus 

and train stations in most towns are 

located far from each other and, he 

added, improvements in this area were 

needed.

In response to a question as to 

whether the government would 

engage in consultation talks with 

professional organisations regarding 

government incentives to build 

housing on brownfield sites, he said 

the areas for planned construction 

will be designated in the autumn. The 

government, he added, was open to 

holding broader consultations, but 

talks with local municipalities were 

its top priority. On the subject of 

Hungary’s fence on the southern 

border, he said the country had not 

received any EU funding for border 

protection. The EU has transferred 20 

million euros for wage supplements 

to be paid to personnel protecting 

the Schengen borders, he added. 

Meanwhile, Gulyás noted that the EU 

had previously planned to set up a 

compulsory distribution mechanism 

that would have obliged all member 

states to receive migrants, but the 

proposal has not been approved. 

He said the Hungarian government 

trusted that approval would not be 

forthcoming in the future, either.

Meanwhile, the ban on holding public 

events with more than 500 participants 

will remain in effect until August 15, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff said, adding 

that the cabinet will review the situation 

and take a decision on any changes at 

the end of this month. Answering a 

question, Gulyás said the chief medical 

officer and the operative board in charge 

of containing the coronavirus epidemic 

had decided to maintain measures and 

now the number of Covid-19 cases is 

gradually dropping.  Gulyás said that 

ideally Hungary’s borders should be 

sealed but this would be unfair given 

that many Hungarians live abroad. 

Anyone presenting a certificate that 

they are free of the virus are exempt from 

having to go into quarantine, he added.

FIDESZ DEPUTY LEADER: 
‘HUNGARY CAN ONLY 
AGREE TO EU RECOVERY 
FUND IF ARTICLE 7 
PROCEDURE ENDED’

Hungary will only agree to give 

its assent to the European Union’s 

coronavirus rescue fund if Brussels 

ends Article 7 proceedings against the 

country, the deputy leader of Hungary’s 
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ruling Fidesz party, Katalin Novák, told 

German daily Die Welt. “Member states 

must not be pressurised on the rule-

of-law issue, which is easily politicised,” 

Novák said. “Article 7 proceedings 

against Hungary must be terminated,” 

she said, adding that Hungary’s 

parliament had endorsed this demand. 

The Hungarian parliament has bound 

the prime minister to negotiate a fair 

deal, one in which poorer countries 

do not receive proportionately less 

than richer countries, she said. Further, 

the allocation of funds must not be 

politicised, according to this remit, she 

added. Novák insisted in the interview 

that Hungary “is a state based on the 

rule of law and this will remain the 

case.” Each of Hungary’s new laws, 

including the new constitution, was 

reviewed and approved by Brussels 

after 2011. “The rule-of-law allegations 

were unfounded.” Now, she added, 

the charges were resurfacing. Novák 

insisted there were no objective or 

clearly definable criteria regarding the 

rule of law that applied to all countries. 

“We are therefore fundamentally 

opposed to such procedures,” she 

said. “And we are not the only ones,” 

she added.

JUSTICE MINISTER: PARLT 
RESOLUTION SETS CLEAR 
TERMS FOR GOVT’S EU 
BUDGET TALKS

The conditions approved by Hungary’s 

parliament regarding the European 

Union’s coronavirus rescue package 

lay out a clear set of principles to 

be applied by the government at 

the upcoming EU summit focusing 

on the bloc’s next budget, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said after a 

videoconference of the EU’s General 

Affairs Council. Hungary agrees 

with the German EU presidency’s 

view regarding the need to create a 

competitive, digital and geographically 

and economically strong Europe after 

the end of the coronavirus crisis, Varga 

said. This requires a “fair and balanced” 

multi-year budget, she added. As 

regards the EU’s coronavirus recovery 

package, the minister said that in order 

for it to be acceptable to all member 

states, the plan needed to be fair and 

flexible. “We stand by our position 

that the richer countries should not 

receive more money than the poorer 

ones,” she said. Referring to the 

resolution approved by parliament on 

Tuesday which gives the government 

a mandate to negotiate on the loan 

package, Varga said the distribution of 

the funds should not be mixed with 

politics “or tied to ideological issues”.

REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY  
INCREASE BY 16

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased by 

16, to 4,279, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

The number of fatalities remained 

unchanged at 595, while 3,156 have 

made recovery. There are 528 active 

infections and 109 coronavirus patients 

are in hospital, five on ventilators. 

Fully 3,701 people are in official home 

quarantine, while the number of tests 

carried out stands at 300,632. New 

restrictions on entering the country 

came into force on Wednesday with 

the aim of preventing the import 

of infections from abroad. Foreign 

countries have been classed into three 

categories: red, yellow, green. The 

authorities are screening arrivals and 

taking action based on the severity of 

the infection rate in each country. This 

can include ordering home quarantine 

for 14 days and compulsory testing. 

The government and the Chief Medical 

Officer review the classification of the 

countries on a weekly basis.

Most infections have been registered 

in Budapest (2,001), followed by Pest 

County (645) and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (308) and 

Zala (262). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections (13).

MERKELY CALLS FOR 
REINTRODUCING FACE 
MASKS INDOORS

Béla Merkely, the rector of Budapest’s 

Semmelweis University, has called for 

a return to wearing masks indoors in 

order to prevent the spread of the 

novel coronavirus. All respiratory 

infections, including those caused by 

Covid-19, are seasonal, Merkely told 

public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió’s 

morning programme. It is best to 

spend time outdoors during the 

summer, but the virus can easily spread 

in indoor areas where many people 

stay, such as in air-conditioned offices, 

he added. Merkely said he expected 
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the number of infections to start to 

increase from November. “This is why 

efforts are being made around the 

world to have a vaccine ready by then,” 

he added. “It is not possible to lock 

down a country twice within a year, 

so another strategy will be needed,” 

he said. Strict mask rules and limiting 

the number of people staying in closed 

areas could be part of the strategy, he 

added. A nationwide representative 

screening programme is planned to 

be repeated in October when the 

number of cases might start to rise 

again, he said. Covid-19 deaths have 

been continually decreasing both in 

Hungary and abroad which implicates 

that the virus is losing potency, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: UZBEKISTAN 
‘EXCELLENT’ INVESTMENT 
DESTINATION  
FOR HUNGARIAN 
COMPANIES

Uzbekistan offers Hungarian 

companies an excellent investment 

opportunity, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in Tashkent. Hungary’s 

Eximbank has opened a 95 million 

US dollar credit line to support firms 

entering the country’s market, Szijjártó 

told MTI during an official visit to 

Tashkent. Political and economic 

cooperation between the two 

countries is at an all-time high, he said.  

Uzbekistan sent 650,000 face masks to 

Hungary during the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, which was key to ensuring 

the safety of health-care staff, he 

said. Uzbekistan’s economy has 

performed well despite the epidemic, 

Szijjártó said. Meanwhile, Hungarian 

pharma companies are listed among 

businesses on a fast-track to the Uzbek 

market. Hungarian pharmaceutical 

exports grew by 78% last year and by 

43% in the first four months of 2020, 

he noted. Meanwhile, Szijjártó noted 

that Hungary is providing expertise for 

the construction of a nuclear plant in 

Uzbekistan.  An agreement was signed 

on Thursday on offering grants to 100 

Uzbek students studying in Hungary, 

he said, adding that Uzbek students 

could benefit from training for nuclear 

engineers at Budapest’s Technical 

University. Szijjártó noted that 

Uzbekistan is vulnerable to “extremist 

ideologies and terrorism”. Accordingly, 

Tashkent has shown interest in 

adopting Hungarian technology in 

the area of border protection, he said.

BUSINESSMAN WHO 
BRIBED OFFICIALS 
SENTENCED  
TO PRISON, FINED 

A Hungarian businessman and night-

club owner and his associates who 

have been found guilty of bribing 

high-ranking officials to turn a blind 

eye to their activities and business 

shortcomings have been sentenced to 

prison and fined. A Budapest court on 

Thursday sentenced László Vizoviczki 

to seven years in prison and fined him 

108 million forints (EUR 305,000) for 

serial bribery and misusing confidential 

official information. Vizoviczki and his 

accomplices were charged in 2012 with 

bribing officials of local authorities 

and law enforcement to turn a blind 

eye to Vizoviczki’s business activities 

encompassing restaurants and night 

clubs. He also bribed them to put his 

competitors under increased scrutiny. 

Alongside Vizoviczki, 22 people 

were charged, including a former 

local council member, several high-

ranking former police and customs 

officers, a former fire brigade captain 

and a former public health official.  

The charges were brought in 2014, 

but due to extreme case overload 

the procedure resumed only in the 

autumn of 2019. In the new procedure, 

Vizoviczki and seven co-defendants 

pleaded guilty to the charges. 

However, Vizoviczki’s defence has 

decided to appeal the sentence and 

the prosecution is mulling doing the 

same. 

The military tribunal of the Budapest 

court also handed down seven 

suspended prison sentences, fines and 

seizure of assets. Military Prosecutor 

Erik Fejes said after the ruling that 

the accused had committed their 

crimes between 1999 and 2012. The 

procedure is ongoing for a further 

14 accused who have pleaded not 

guilty, he said, including former 

National Investigation Office officers 

in positions combatting organised 

crime and other high-ranking police 

officers. The alleged bribes ranged 

from 100,000 forints to “regularly 

accepting of millions of forints”, Fejes 

said. Accepting bribes under such 

circumstances is punishable by 5-15 

years in prison, he added. The details 
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of the hearing bar the sentence itself 

has been declared confidential, Fejes 

noted. Vizoviczki is currently serving 

another seven-year prison sentence, 

which he received for tax fraud in 2018, 

he added.

HUNGARIANS LEAVE  
THE NEST LATER

Young Hungarians are living with their 

parents for longer, data compiled by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

show. Around 62% of Hungarians 

between the ages of 18 and 34 were 

still living with their parents in 2019, 

up from 50% in 2005. Among 18- to 

24-year-old Hungarians, 86% were 

still living with their parents in 2019, 

while the rate stood at 41% for those 

between 25 and 34. The rate of men 

between the ages of 25 and 34 living 

with their parents rose to 48% in 2019 

from 41% in 2005. During the same 

period, the rate of women between 

25 and 34 living with their parents 

climbed to 32% from 23%.

KSH noted that survey data show 

Hungarians 16 years and older living 

with their parents are “particularly 

satisfied” with their life circumstances, 

which could explain why many wait 

years after becoming adults to move 

out.

Hungarians move out of their 

parents’ homes at an average age of 

28.5 for men and 25.8 for women, the 

data from 2019 show. Those ages are 

not far from the median age for nest-

leavers in the EU-28, although ages for 

moving out ranged from about 18 in 

Sweden to around 32 in Croatia.

HUNGARY TO PAY USD 45 M F1 

HOSTING FEE IN 2021

The state of Hungary will pay a 

45,035,553 US dollar fee to host the 

2021 Formula 1 Hungarian Grand 

Prix, a resolution published in the 

latest issue of the official gazette 

Magyar Közlöny shows. That fee 

will rise by an annual 4% during 

the period until 2027, according to 

the resolution. Hungary recently 

negotiated a lower race fee for 

the 2020 Formula 1 Hungarian 

Grand Prix - which will take place 

behind closed doors because of 

the pandemic - and F1 rights holder 

Liberty Media agreed to extend 

Hungary’s contract to host the F1 

Grand Prix from 2026 until 2027. 

Zsolt Gyulay, who is in charge of 

the race venue on the outskirts of 

Budapest, has said the savings on 

this year’s hosting fee were “close 

to 6 billion forints”, or more than 19 

million US dollars. The resolution 

withdraws an earlier resolution, 

issued in 2015, setting the F1 hosting 

fee for the period 2017-2026 at 

37,407,119 dollars in 2017 and rising 

by an annual 5% in each of the 

following years. Hungaroring will 

host the 2020 Formula 1 Hungarian 

Grand Prix on July 19.


