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In line with the government decree that has entered into force, countries are classified into “red”, “yellow” and “green”, based 

on the severity of the situation in each, and different restrictions apply to entrants. The government website koronavirus.

gov.hu said the classification of countries was based on complex considerations and in line with the European Union’s 

classification system.

Separate rules have been introduced for Hungarian citizens and their family members, and non-Hungarians. Hungarians 

can freely enter from a country classified “green”. Entry from “yellow” or “red” countries will entail undergoing a health check 

at the border and 14 days in quarantine unless two consecutive negative coronavirus tests taken 48 hours apart within the 

previous 5 days can be proven. Hungarian citizens coming from a “yellow” country depart quarantine after a single test, 

while those from “red” countries will need two negative tests to do so. The same rule applies to non-Hungarian citizens 

from “yellow” countries, but those from “red” ones will be forbidden entry altogether. 

Hungary introduced restrictions on inbound travel effective Wednesday morning in an 
effort to prevent the novel coronavirus from being imported from abroad.
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GULYÁS: PARLT 
CONDITIONS ON EU 
RECOVERY PACKAGE 
BINDING FOR PM

The Hungarian parliament has 

the sole authority to change the 

conditions it approved in a bill on 

Tuesday regarding the European 

Union’s coronavirus rescue package, 

the PM’s chief of staff said. At the 

EU summit this week, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán will be bound by those 

conditions, Gergely Gulyás said in 

an interview with HírTv. The prime 

minister would have to re-submit 

any changes to parliament for 

another debate, he added.

Since the EU plans to take 

out a loan to finance its post-

pandemic recovery package and 

every member state must provide 

a guarantee, a parliamentary 

resolution was warranted, he 

said. Opinions on the loan are 

“far apart” within the bloc, 

Gulyás said. “Whether Hungary 

vetoes [the proposal] isn’t the 

question.” Countries such as 

the Netherlands, Sweden and 

Austria refuse to provide aid to 

the southern member states and 

would only provide loans, he said. 

Meanwhile, central Europe “has 

its own conditions”, he added. 

Regarding criticism levelled against 

Hungary regarding the rule of law, 

Gulyás said the issue was being 

used as political ammunition 

“against conservative central 

European governments”. Having 

suffered through the communist 

dictatorship, Hungary’s government 

“highly appreciates the rule of law”, 

he said. 

On another topic, Gulyás said 

the Hungarian government had an 

obligation to protect its citizens 

against the novel coronavirus. 

The interests of holidaymakers 

abroad would have to take a back 

seat, he said. The government has 

to be prepared to stop the virus 

from entering the country again 

to avoid a shutdown similar to that 

in March, he said. At its meeting 

on Wednesday, the government 

will decide whether to green-

light festivals and celebrations 

after August 15, among them the 

fireworks on Hungary’s national 

holiday on August 20, Gulyás 

said. Answering a question about 

EU funding directly available for 

local governments and other 

organisations, Gulyás said some 

funds are already available in “older 

member states” but in central 

Europe they were only available 

to a limited extent. On the topic of 

the reconstruction of Budapest’s 

Chain Bridge, Gulyás insisted that 

the municipality had 180 billion 

forints (EUR 508m) in bonds for 

that purpose. Budapest “has that 

money right now; they could 

renovate Chain Bridge 6-8 times 

over,” Gulyás said. In light of this, 

the central government sees no 

reason to increase its support for 

the works, he said.

HUNGARY DELIVERS 
VENTILATORS TO 
KYRGYZSTAN

Hungary has delivered 20 ventilators 

to Kyrgyzstan, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks in Bishkek, 

adding that Hungary was prepared 

to help the countries that it had 

received assistance from when it 

found itself in a difficult situation 

because of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic. The pandemic has 

brought about many unpredictable 

and unexpected developments, the 

minister said over the phone from 

the Kyrgyz capital, adding that it was 

“impossible to know who will find 

themselves in trouble and when”. 

This makes international cooperation 

all the more important, he said. 

Hungary brought the ventilators to 

Kyrgyzstan because the country’s 

health-care sector is close to being 

overburdened, Szijjártó said. He 

added that since Hungary had 

procured the health accessories 

necessary to mount an effective 

response to the epidemic, it could 

afford to bring the ventilators to 

Kyrgyzstan without jeopardising 

its own preparations even for a 

worst-case scenario. In addition, 

Hungary has also delivered a 

shipment of medicine donated by 

Austria, the minister said. Szijjártó 

noted that when Europe and 

specifically Hungary had faced 

serious challenges concerning the 

pandemic, “each and every member 
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of the Turkic Council came to our 

assistance.”

“Now, the tables have turned and 

Central Asia is in bigger trouble than 

Europe and those who had helped 

Hungary back then are now asking 

for our help,” the minister said. To 

ensure that the two sides can count 

on each other in the future as well, “it 

is only natural that we’re now helping 

those who are in a difficult situation 

because when we were the ones in 

a difficult situation, they helped us,” 

he added.

Because the pandemic also 

affects the economy, Hungary must 

act now to ensure that Hungarian 

businesses are in the best possible 

position to be successful in the 

new global economic order that 

will emerge from the pandemic, 

Szijjártó said. Now is the time to lay 

the groundwork for the presence and 

success of Hungarian businesses in 

central Asia, he added. To this end, 

Hungary and Kyrgyzstan reached 

an agreement on the avoidance 

of double taxation and finalised 

deals on the mutual protection 

of investment projects which will 

soon be signed, Szijjártó said. 

Hungarian pharmaceutical products 

are expanding their already strong 

presence on the Kyrgyz market, 

he said, adding that Hungarian 

businesses will also participate in 

international radioactive waste 

disposal projects. Szijjártó also 

underlined the importance of the 

stability of Central Asia from the 

perspective of European security, 

saying that the region was especially 

exposed to terrorism, Islamic 

extremism and challenges stemming 

from Afghanistan. Hungary supports 

making Kyrgyzstan a member of the 

United Nations Security Council, 

the minister said, underscoring the 

importance of aiding Central Asian 

countries as part of the international 

community’s cooperation on security 

and counter-terrorism measures. 

Szijjártó also expressed Hungary’s 

support for a strategic partnership 

deal between the European 

Union and Kyrgyzstan, saying the 

agreement should be signed as soon 

as possible.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY 
INCREASE BY 5

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by five, to 4,263, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Wednesday morning. 

The number of fatalities remained 

unchanged at 595, while 3,126 have 

made recovery. There are 541 active 

infections and 125 coronavirus 

patients are in hospital, five on 

ventilators. Fully 2,979 people are 

in official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out 

stands at 299,185. New restrictions 

on entering the country came into 

force on Wednesday with the aim of 

preventing the import of infections 

from abroad. Foreign countries have 

been classed into three categories: 

red, yellow, green. The authorities 

are screening arrivals and taking 

action based on the severity of the 

infection rate in each country. This can 

include ordering home quarantine for 

14 days and compulsory testing. The 

government and the Chief Medical 

Officer review the classification of 

the countries on a weekly basis. Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (1,997), followed by Pest 

County (645) and the counties of 

Fejér (379), Komárom-Esztergom (308) 

and Zala (262). Tolna County has the 

fewest infections (13).

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRAISES 
HUNGARY-KENYA TIES

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó praised 

Hungarian-Kenyan relations as 

“unprecedentedly active”, after talks 

with his former Kenyan counterpart, 

Amina C. Mohamed, by phone after 

arriving in Tashkent on an official 

visit. The volume of bilateral trade 

has increased by 50% this year and 

800 young Kenyans are competing 

for the 100 scholarships offered by 

Hungary, he said in a Facebook entry. 

“We supported Amina Mohamed’s 

candidacy for WTO chief. She is a 

good candidate!” Szijjártó said about 

the Kenyan politician who is currently 

serving as cabinet secretary for 

sports, culture and heritage. “Hungary 

supported Kenya’s membership in the 

United Nations’ Security Council as a 

country that has played an important 

role in combatting terrorism and 

extremism”, Szijjártó said.
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LMP URGES REVIEW 
OF 2017 LAW ON 
CONSTRUCTION

The opposition LMP party is calling 

on the government to review a 2017 

law on construction and eliminate 

loopholes, the party’s co-leader 

said. Erzsébet Schmuck accused the 

government of using public funds 

to support projects that reduce 

green areas. Further, she charged 

the government with turning job-

creation schemes into a cash cow 

for “Fidesz oligarchs”. She referred 

to a hotel investment on the Tihany 

peninsula of Lake Balaton that has 

won 8.6 billion forints (EUR 24.4m) 

of public funding, saying the project 

would ruin the natural features of the 

peninsula.

Development and construction 

projects that damage the 

environment have become 

widespread in the Balaton area, 

she said, adding that the law on 

construction that entered force in 

2017 enabled unlawful practices. 

Even after irregularities are revealed, 

no order is given to demolish the 

building in question, so the builders 

simply incorporate the expected fine 

into the project’s cost, she said.

Schmuck cited a project which 

involved landwork to remove a hill 

with bulldozers in order to prepare 

the ground for a 400sqm farm 

building that will include residential 

functions and offer magnificent 

views from a one-hectare plot 

that used to include orchards and 

vineyards. The Tihany peninsula 

is home to woodlands, vineyards, 

various rare plants and animals and 

has special geological features, 

she said. But these unique and 

irreplaceable natural and historical 

features are neglected by “those with 

money and power ... and the Fidesz 

government plays along with them 

in these pursuits”, she added.

ELECTION CTTEE 
REJECTS REFERENDUM 
BID ON ‘NATIONAL 
CONSULTATION’ SURVEYS

The National Election Committee 

(NVB) rejected a referendum initiative 

on regulating the way nationwide 

public surveys are conducted. The 

bid submitted by a private individual 

had aimed to require “National 

Consultation” surveys launched 

in Hungary to include questions 

from every parliamentary party in 

proportion to their number of seats. 

The NVB rejected the initiative saying 

that the question was unclear and that 

the “National Consultation” survey was 

a communication tool used by the 

government and therefore did not 

fall under parliament’s jurisdiction. The 

committee noted that only matters 

that are within parliament’s jurisdiction 

to legislate could be the subject of a 

nationwide referendum.

The committee also rejected a 

question on the construction of a sport 

stadium in southern Budapest to host 

the 2023 athletics world championship 

and one aimed at abolishing the 

requirement to wear face masks on 

public transport and at the workplace 

when a state of emergency is not in 

effect.

CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT 
IN MAY DOWN 20.1% YR/YR

Construction output in Hungary fell 

by an annual 20.1% in May, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Compared 

with April, output dropped by 20.3%, 

based on seasonally and working day-

adjusted data. Building construction 

fell by 24% compared with May last 

year. In the first five months of the year, 

construction output was 5.6% lower 

than the same period last year.

Commenting on the data, Anita 

Boros, state secretary at the Ministry 

of Innovation and Technology, said the 

novel coronavirus epidemic had left its 

mark on the sector in May. The ministry 

expects that the sector will rebound 

from September, however, she said. 

Analysts said that while the epidemic 

had clearly affected the sector in May, 

the long-term consequences were not 

yet clear and the next few months, 

with the easing of restrictions, would 

determine the sector’s performance 

for the full year. 

Takarékbank analyst András Horváth 

said the sector rallied well in March 

and April, the first two months of the 

epidemic. The sector’s performance 

in June will be key to determining 

how well it rebounded from the 

setback in May, he said. The stock 

of orders gives reason to hope for a 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu5

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

JULY 16, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

V-shaped recovery, he said. Meanwhile, 

construction in the business and 

industry branch were unaffected 

and are expected to remain so if a 

protracted crisis can be avoided, he 

said.

Századvég Gazdaságkutató’s Gábor 

Regős said the sector’s contraction 

in May came as a “surprise” after 

its relatively sound performance 

in April. A dearth of foreign labour, 

epidemic-related restrictions and 

uncertainty on the side of investors 

may have contributed to the falling 

numbers, he said. The government’s 

preferential VAT rate for brownfield 

investments and other investment-

friendly measures may help overcome 

the latter, he said. K&H analyst Dávid 

Németh said the stock of orders 

pointed to the sector staying in 

the red in the following period. 

Performance in the second half of 

the year will depend on the number 

of investments that can resume after 

the pandemic, he said. Another factor 

is the degree to which the sector can 

recover the work force it lost in the 

second quarter of the year, Németh 

said. Futureal CEO Tibor Tatár said 

the construction sector had proven 

resilient against the economic effects 

of the epidemic. The decline in May 

was from a high base last year, he 

noted. Property development and 

office construction continues to boost 

the Hungarian economy, he said.

COE DEVELOPMENT 
BANK FUNDS HUNGARY 
PROTECTION EFFORTS 
WITH EUR 175 M

Council of Europe Development 

Bank (CEB) is supporting Hungary’s 

coronavirus protection efforts with 175 

million euros to fund the procurement 

of ICU beds, protective gear, tests and 

disinfectants, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga said. Varga said spending directly 

connected to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic has come to 600 billion forints 

(EUR 1.7bn) in Hungary so far. Hungary’s 

success in fighting the epidemic was 

partly thanks to timely measures, 

including the successful procurement 

of protective equipment, Varga said. 

The CEB has previously financed social 

developments in Hungary to the tune of 

2 billion euros. The bank also advanced 

50 billion forints for the construction 

of education facilities in June this year.

VOLÁNBUSZ OWNERSHIP 
TRANSFERRED TO MÁV

The ownership of state-owned bus 

company Volánbusz was transferred 

to state-owned railway company 

MÁV with a view to strengthening 

long-term strategic management. 

The government’s long-standing 

aim of improving public transport 

services in all localities and to make 

public transport environmentally 

friendly can be achieved under 

unified management, Andrea 

Mager, Hungary’s minister without 

portfolio in charge of managing 

state assets, said in a statement. In 

the meantime, a unified bus and 

railway timetable, as well as a single 

ticket system, will be developed. 

The professional management 

and passenger transport tasks 

performed by each company will 

not change.


