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The resolution calls on the government to make its support of the loan package conditional on poorer countries getting 

at least as much money as richer ones.

It also says that the ongoing Article 7 procedure against Hungary must be concluded before the loan package is approved 

and that EU funds cannot be used to fund political parties or “organisations posing as civil groups carrying out political 

activities”. The resolution adds that the package must be depoliticised to ensure that it is not tied to the issue of the rule 

of law. The resolution was passed with 128 votes in favour, 16 against and one abstention.

Presenting the draft ahead of the vote to the National Assembly, House Speaker László Kövér said that Hungary, even 

though it did not itself need the loan, was willing to stand in solidarity with southern member states. The loan should be 

used exclusively to stabilise the EU’s troubled economies and lay the foundations to boost the bloc’s competitiveness, 

he said. A summit of EU leaders is taking place this week to discuss the EU’s 2021-27 budget and post-pandemic recovery.

Lawmakers have approved a resolution proposed by the ruling parties regarding the 
European Union’s coronavirus recovery package.

RESOLUTION ON EU RESCUE PACKAGE PASSED

EU affairs ministers meet in Brussels

Stats office releases May construction 
figures

Coronavirus updates
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A horse grazing among reeds near Szentendre, northern Hungary
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: AUSTRIA 
SUCCESSFULLY WORKED 
WITH EASTERN 
NEIGHBOURS IN 
CORONAVIRUS PROTECTION

Austria and its eastern neighbours 

held several consultations during 

the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

and these successful talks helped 

the countries to institute effective 

protective measures, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after meeting his 

Austrian, Czech, Slovak and Slovene 

counterparts.

At a joint press conference of the 

Vienna Five informal grouping, Szijjártó 

said central European countries had 

successfully worked together to introduce 

protective measures against the virus, 

and they have decided to maintain their 

cooperation amid upsurges in several 

neighbouring countries. Commenting 

on the upcoming EU summit, he urged 

the fair distribution of European Union 

resources in the next seven-year budget 

period. He said richer states and countries 

that acted irresponsibly during the crisis 

by driving up their debts should not 

receive preferential treatment. Szijjártó 

said “it must not be allowed that EU funds 

get cheated from Hungary on a subjective 

basis”. The distribution of funds must be 

objective since Hungary has fulfilled all 

obligation criteria of receiving the funding 

due, he said. The aim of economic 

protection is clearly to protect jobs and 

create at least as many jobs as they have 

lost. This must be not only a Hungarian 

but also a European endeavour, he said.

ELEVEN NEW 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, NO DEATHS 
IN HUNGARY

Eleven coronavirus infections have been 

registered in Hungary over the past 24 

hours, bringing the total number to 4,258, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. The number of 

deaths was unchanged at 595, while 

3,106 people have made a recovery. 

The number of active infections stands 

at 595. Fully 131 coronavirus patients 

are in hospital, five on ventilators. 

Budapest is the location of 39% of active 

infections, 60% of fatalities and 45% of 

recoveries. Currently 2,782 people are 

under official house quarantine and 

296,358 tests have been carried out. The 

threat of an epidemic is still present, so 

epidemiological preparedness and basic 

protection measures are still needed, 

the website said. Wearing a face mask is 

still compulsory in shops and on public 

transport. As the number of infections 

is on the rise in neighbouring countries, 

the government has decided to tighten 

border regulations, the portal said. 

Budapest has the most infections (1,994), 

followed by and Pest County (644) and 

the counties of Fejér (379), Komárom-

Esztergom (308) and Zala (262). Tolna 

County has the fewest (13).

ORBÁN GREETS FRANCE 
ON JULY 14

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

sent a letter to the French president 

on the occasion of Bastille Day, 

reassuring Emmanuel Macron about 

the Hungarian people’s unwavering 

support. In his letter, Orbán 

attributed increasing importance 

to Hungarian-French cooperation. 

“I firmly believe that our cooperation 

based on shared values is becoming 

particularly important in these 

challenging times when the future 

of Europe, our broader home, is at 

stake,” he said. Orbán reassured 

Macron that in the spirit of mutual 

respect France can rely on the 

Hungarian people’s unwavering 

support in the realisation of 

common European goals and in the 

mitigation of effects caused by the 

novel coronavirus epidemic.

POLICE INVESTIGATE 
DEATH OF ROMA RIGHTS 
ACTIVIST MAYOR IN S 
HUNGARY

Police are investigating the death of 

Roma rights activist László Bogdán, 

who was the independent mayor of 

Cserdi in Baranya County, in southern 

Hungary.

The mayor’s office was informed 

about his death earlier on Tuesday, 

Gizella Papp, a local municipality 

employee, said. His family has asked 

that no further details be published, 

she said. Bogdán, aged 46, was the 

mayor of the village since 2006 and 

was the deputy mayor and local 

representative in the preceding 

four years. He received the Raoul 

Wallenberg award in January this 

year in recognition of his efforts to 
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promote the peaceful coexistence 

of members of the minority and 

mainstream. Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony expressed his 

condolences to Bogdán’s family 

and Cserdi’s residents. Karácsony 

wrote on Facebook that Bogdán had 

“carried on his shoulder our shared 

burdens: poverty, discrimination, 

hopelessness and dogmas. Burdens 

we should have long freed ourselves 

from...”.

PÁRBESZÉD REJECTS 
TO VOTE ON DRAFT 
RESOLUTION ON EU 
RECOVERY PACKAGE

The opposition Párbeszéd party did 

not vote on the draft resolution in 

the Hungarian parliament regarding 

the European Union’s recovery 

package, aimed to offset the 

economic impact of the coronavirus 

epidemic. Bence Tordai called the 

draft resolution a “blackmail note”, 

saying that it only served to improve 

“[Prime Minister] Viktor Orbán’s 

negotiating position”.

Benedek Jávor, the party’s advisor in 

EU affairs, said the ruling parties were 

“lying” when saying that the recovery 

package would be mostly financed 

from loans. Most of the money would 

come from taxes and tolls “that have 

been on the agenda for years”, he 

said. The proposed mechanism 

on the rule of law is “essentially an 

anti-corruption package”, Jávor said, 

insisting that ruling Fidesz’s rejection 

was a “confession”.

PARLT PUTS 
REGULATION OF PRIVATE 
ACCOMMODATIONS INTO 
LOCAL COUNCIL HANDS

The Hungarian parliament 

amended the regulation on private 

accommodation, allowing local 

governments to limit the number 

of days they may be leased for in 

a calendar year. The amendment 

defines as “private accommodation” 

homes which are owned by private 

persons or sole proprietors, have 

no more than eight rooms and 16 

beds, and are not used exclusively 

as rented accommodation. Local 

councils are required to inform 

the National Tourism Data Service 

Centre on the limits set on private 

accommodations. Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony last Thursday 

welcomed that the government 

had consulted the municipal council 

on the measure, and that local 

governments would have more 

autonomy in regulating private 

accommodations.

NAIH WARNS OF POSSIBLE 
DATA PROTECTION 
BREACHES IN ‘NATIONAL 
CONSULTATION’ 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
CAMPAIGN

“National Consultation” 

questionnaires could be used to 

create political databases by people 

who call on respondents to send the 

questionnaires back to them rather 

than to the government, Hungary’s 

data protection authority (NAIH) said. 

The authority made the statement 

after independent lawmakers 

Bernadett Szél and Ákos Hadházy 

posted messages on social media 

in June, calling on people to post 

the questionnaires, which they 

insisted was “propaganda material”, 

to the Foundation for a Fair and 

Just Society. When it comes to how 

the data is handled, NAIH said the 

questionnaires only state the official 

purpose of the data processing. 

Unless the call for people to send 

the questionnaires to an address 

other than the government’s is 

accompanied by a proper statement 

pertaining to how the data is used 

and safeguarded, and unless the 

forms were sent anonymously, 

there would be an opportunity for 

the creation of a political database. 

In response, Szél and Hadházy 

said that the campaign does not 

request or collect personal data. 

The data protection information 

published regarding the campaign 

is in line with EU data protection 

regulations, and clearly states that 

the questionnaires will be destroyed 

immediately, they said. Szél and 

Hadházy insisted that NAIH head 

Attila Péterfalvi and ruling Fidesz 

“have no strategy [against the 

campaign] and try to thwart it in 

any way possible.” The anonymous 

questionnaires, they said, were 

inadequate to create political 

databases.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: LIDL TO BUILD 
NEW LOGISTICS HUB IN 
HUNGARY

German supermarket chain Lidl 

is building a new logistics hub in 

Hungary with an investment of 35 

billion forints (EUR 100m), Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. The 

government is contributing a non-

refundable grant of 1.2 billion forints, 

he added. Szijjártó said the winners 

in the new global economy were 

those who made a move in the right 

time to achieve a competitive edge 

and attracted long-term investments 

by companies. Despite current 

economic hardship around the world, 

it is significant that Lidl has decided 

to carry out its next investment in 

Hungary, creating 400 jobs, he said.

KSH: INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
FALLS 30.7% IN MAY

Industrial output in May was 30.7% 

lower than a year earlier, after a 36.8% 

contraction in April, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said in a second 

estimate. Adjusted for working day 

effects, industrial output dropped 

by an annual 27.6% in May. Output 

of Hungary’s automotive sector, an 

engine of industrial growth under 

normal circumstances, fell by an annual 

53.3% in May, slowing from a 79.5% 

decline in April. The automotive sector 

accounted for 21% of manufacturing 

sector output in May. Output of the 

computer, electronics and optical 

equipment segment, which made up 

13% of manufacturing sector output, 

dropped by 21.2% in May, close to the 

20.8% decline in April. Output of food, 

drink and tobacco companies, which 

also made up 13% of manufacturing, 

dropped by 12% in May, declining at 

a faster rate than the 7.9% contraction 

in April. In a month-on-month 

comparison, industrial output rose by 

a seasonally- and workday-adjusted 

15.6% in May.

For the period January-May, output 

fell by an annual 13.8%.

FIDESZ EP GROUP 
PROTESTS ‘OUTRAGEOUS’ 
LENIN STATUE ERECTED IN 
GERMANY

The European Parliamentary group 

of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat alliance has expressed its 

outrage over the recent unveiling of a 

statue of Soviet leader Vladimir Lenin 

in western Germany. In a statement, 

the EP group said that the statue 

erected by the small Marxist-Leninist 

Party of Germany (MLPD) in the city 

of Gelsenkirchen last month was an 

“insult” to the memory of the victims of 

communism and their families. It said 

that while Germany, which holds the 

rotating presidency of the European 

Union, “is worried about the state of 

the rule of law in other member states”, 

a statue of a political figure who had 

“trampled on human dignity, human 

and civil rights and the rule of law” had 

been erected on its own soil.

MAGYAR NEMZET: IF 
TESCO PARTS WITH 
STORES IN HUNGARY, 
BUYER LIKELY TO BE 
LOCAL

Should UK retailer Tesco decide 

to sell its more than 200 stores in 

Hungary, a local company, rather 

than a foreign multinational, is the 

likelier buyer because of competition 

rules, daily Magyar Nemzet said. 

Magyar Nemzet noted reports in 

the Polish press, citing German 

food industry journal Lebensmittel 

Zeitung, that Tesco is again weighing 

its operations in the region, and 

equities analysts think this could 

mean further divestments. Magyar 

Nemzet said reports in the German 

press - which Tesco has dismissed as 

speculation - suggest the Schwarz 

group, which owns German discount 

chain Lidl, could acquire the Tesco 

stores in the region. But the paper 

added that a takeover by a company 

that already has such a large market 

presence in Hungary is unlikely to be 

cleared by Hungarian or European 

Union competition authorities, 

paving the way for a potential 

Hungarian buyer.


