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The central budget approved by parliament on Friday has allocated 778 billion forints (EUR 2.2bn) for defence purposes 

next year, up 162 billion forints from 2020, Tibor Benkő told public news channel M1, adding that 25-30% of the funds will be 

spent on upgrades. Army purchases will continue and Hungary will soon take delivery of Leopard battle tanks, Benkő noted. 

The first batch 12 Leopard 2 A4HU tanks is scheduled to arrive this summer at the army base at Tata from the German 

manufacturer Krauss-Maffei Wegmann (KMW). The Leopard A4HU-s have been leased for training until a new batch of the 

highly advanced A7 types arrive in 2023, Brigadier-General Gábor Lőrincz, the commander of the tank unit at Tata, told 

Magyar Nemzet. Tank drivers will start training in September in Austria before undergoing further training in Germany 

and Hungary later on, he said.

The Leopards are part of the Hungarian military’s 2026 Zrínyi comprehensive defence development programme. “With 

the Leopard 2 A7+HU model we will attain world-class status,” Lőrincz said.

Hungary’s defence spending will rise in 2021 to 1.66% of GDP, nearing the 2% 
spending requirement by NATO from member states, the defence minister said.

DEFENCE SPENDING NEARS 2% / GDP
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: EASTERN 
PARTNERSHIP AMONG 
EU’S MOST IMPORTANT 
POLICIES

The Eastern Partnership programme 

is one of the European Union’s most 

important policies, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after talks with 

his Georgian counterpart in Tbilisi. 

A new world order is emerging from 

the novel coronavirus pandemic, 

Szijjártó told a joint press conference 

with David Zalkaliani. “The European 

Union will only be able to stay strong 

in this new setting if it can gain a lot 

of allies,” the minister said.

Szijjártó also assured Georgia of 

Hungary’s unwavering support, 

saying that it wants that country’s 

speedy and successful EU integration. 

Hungary has 15 officers serving in the 

EU’s observer mission in Georgia and 

a Hungarian diplomat is assisting the 

Georgian foreign ministry in this area, 

Szijjártó added.

Of the non-NATO member states, 

Georgia provides the largest per-

capita contribution to the military 

alliance’s operations, the minister 

said, arguing that Georgia had 

earned an invitation to join NATO’s 

membership action plan.

As regards bilateral economic 

cooperation, Szijjártó said Hungary’s 

Eximbank has opened a 135 million 

dollar credit line with a view to 

boosting cooperation between 

Hungarian and Georgian businesses. 

The two countries also signed a 

cultural agreement and reached a deal 

on maintaining and expanding higher 

education cooperation, he said.

Szijjártó thanked the Georgian 

government for allowing Hungary to 

erect a monument to WW2 prisoners 

of war who were held in the country. 

Some 6,700 Hungarian POWs were 

interned in Georgia and around 500 

of them died, he noted.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said Hungary 

and Georgia have set up a joint 

working group to monitor the status 

of the pandemic and prepare reports 

on when restrictions between the 

two countries could be eased or lifted. 

Cooperation between Hungary and 

Georgia has become stronger during 

the pandemic, the minister said, noting 

that Hungary helped repatriate 19 

Georgian citizens and approved the 

export of pharmaceutical substances 

to the country. Zalkaliani thanked 

Hungary for its continued support 

over the years.

ORBÁN CONGRATULATES 
PLENKOVIĆ ON RE-ELECTION

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán congratulated Andrej 

Plenković, his Croatian counterpart, 

on his re-election, saying he hoped 

Hungarian-Croatian relations would 

gain new momentum. Hungary is 

ready to continue strategic dialogue 

to strengthen central Europe, Orbán 

said. Hungary is committed to 

preserving Europe’s security and 

competitiveness, he said, adding that 

close cooperation with Croatia would 

help in the fight against the novel 

coronavirus epidemic while jump-

starting both economies, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ 
CONGRATULATES 
CROATIA’S CENTRE-RIGHT 
HDZ ON ELECTION WIN

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

congratulated Croatia’s centre-

right HDZ party on its victory in 

the country’s early parliamentary 

elections held on Sunday. Szijjártó 

said on Facebook that not long 

after Aleksandar Vučić’s party 

claimed a landslide victory in 

Serbia’s general election, Croatia 

was now also celebrating a right-

wing victory. “We congratulate our 

friends at HDZ,” he said.

Szijjártó also said that central 

Europe had been on the receiving 

end of “attacks by the international 

liberal mainstream” ever since the 

outbreak of the migration crisis 

several years ago. “Many politicians 

and journalists are incapable 

of fathoming that right-wing, 

Christian Democratic, anti-migration 

governments that put their national 

interests first have been successful 

for a number of years now,” Szijjártó 

said. “We’re seeing and experiencing 

the fake news campaign with which 

they are constantly trying to weaken 

right-wing governments,” he added. 

“But so far their efforts have been a 

complete failure: central Europeans 

don’t want to be lectured, looked 

down on or taught any lessons.”
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US AMBASSADOR: 
HUNGARY ATTRACTING 
‘GREAT DEAL OF 
ATTENTION’ FROM US, 
RUSSIA, CHINA

Hungary is attracting “a great deal 

of attention” from global powers 

like the United States, China and 

Russia, David Cornstein, the US 

ambassador to Hungary, said on 

a radio talk show. Speaking to 

billionaire John Catsimatidis on his 

“CATS Roundtable” New York radio 

show, Cornstein said Hungary and 

the central European region “all 

of a sudden … became very, very 

attractive”. “The Chinese like them, 

the Russians like them and of course 

they’re a member of NATO, so the 

United States likes them a lot as well,” 

Cornstein said of Hungary.

Asked about the state of the 

European Union, the ambassador said: 

“If you think that we have a polarised 

situation here in America, it’s an 

understatement compared to what’s 

going on in Europe.” Divisive issues 

like immigration have pitted “East 

against the West, the North against the 

South, the liberals against conservative 

governments”, Cornstein said. “Certain 

countries like Germany say “let’s just 

let everybody into the country”, and 

then you get a country like Hungary 

that says, “Hey, wait a minute … I want 

to keep this country Hungarian and 

I’m not interested in bringing a lot of 

new people into the country, especially 

people from Africa’, so to speak.”

Asked about border policies within 

the bloc, the ambassador said they 

depended on the country in question. 

“You have a leader in Hungary that’s 

a very forceful leader … he is not 

ready to open borders until its safe,” 

Cornstein said. “Right now, with the 

virus, everything was closed.” Hungary 

was “very successful” in fighting the 

virus, he said, adding that the country 

has had “hardly any cases in a relative 

sense” and “very few deaths as well”. 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán “is not very 

much interested in open borders” and 

“would like to have the people that he 

thinks would be good for the country 

come into the country” whether they 

be tourists or someone who would 

permanently settle in the country.

Asked about Russian influence in 

Hungary, Cornstein said Hungary’s 

close relationship with Russia was 

mainly due to geographical proximity 

and an “energy dependence”. But, he 

added that he believed Hungary did 

not “have a love really … for Russia and 

what they represent…”

Cornstein described Hungary as “the 

best kept secret in the world”, saying 

that notwithstanding its welcoming 

people, good food and relatively low 

cost of living, it is less known abroad.

NO DEATHS, SIX NEW 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY

No Covid-19 patient has died in 

the past 24 hours but the number 

of registered novel coronavirus 

infections has risen by six to 4,189, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Monday 

morning. Fully 589 people have 

died and 2,860 have made a full 

recovery, while the number of active 

infections stands at 740. Altogether 

1,675 people are in official home 

quarantine and 286,083 tests have 

been carried out. A total of 144 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 8 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 40% 

of active infections, 60% of fatalities 

and 47% of recoveries have taken 

place in Budapest. Budapest has the 

highest number of infections (1,988), 

followed by Pest County (631), and 

the counties of Fejér (379), Komárom-

Esztergom (307) and Zala (262). Békés 

and Tolna counties have had the 

fewest infections (13 each).

FARMERS’ ASSOC: 
‘IMPOSSIBLE’ TO MEET 
EU’S GREEN DEAL 
REQUIREMENTS ON TIME

It will be “impossible” to implement the 

European Green Deal policy within a 

year without new technology in the 

agricultural sector, the head of farmers’ 

association Magosz told public Kossuth 

Rádió. While the new policy would 

apply strict regulations to EU farmers, 

“the bloc’s biggest investors from Third 

World countries” would be allowed to 

bring in farm products untrammelled, 

István Jakab said. “The Hungarian 

agricultural sector has no chance of 

competing under such conditions.” 

He said farmers want the rules to be 

applied to products imported from 

developing countries so as to ensure 

a level playing field on the market.
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The Green Deal policy includes goals 

such as reducing the use of pesticides, 

antibiotics and fertilisers by 50% and 

ensuring a wide crop rotation.

LMP URGES IMMEDIATE 
HELP FOR WATER SECTOR

Hungary’s water sector is on the brink 

of collapse and needs an immediate 

bail-out, the group leader of green 

opposition LMP said. Malfunctions 

in the country’s water utility services 

have doubled since 2012, László Lóránt 

Keresztes said. Most companies in 

the sector need immediate funding 

to avoid bankruptcy and see to the 

maintenance and upgrade of the 

network, he said. “This would need 

funding of 1,500-3,000 billion forints 

(EUR 4.25-8.5bn) in the next 15 

years,” Keresztes said, calling for the 

special tax on the water sector to be 

scrapped and for a government fund 

to be set up to “rescue” the sector. 

LMP has submitted a draft resolution 

concerning the issue to parliament, 

Keresztes said.

KSH: DECLINE IN RETAIL 
SALES SLOWS AS 
LOCKDOWN LIFTED

Retail sales in Hungary fell by an 

annual 2.8% in May, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The decline 

slowed from a 10.2% drop in April as a 

lockdown to contain the spread of the 

novel coronavirus was gradually lifted. 

Adjusted for calendar year effects, 

retail sales fell by 2.1% year-on-year 

in May. Adjusted food sales increased 

by 1.8%, non-food sales edged up 

0.7% and vehicle fuel sales dropped 

by 13.8%. For the period January-May, 

retail sales rose by an unadjusted 1.4% 

and an adjusted 1.5%. Adjusted food 

sales increased by 5.9%, non-food 

sales were up 1.5% and vehicle fuel 

sales dropped by 11.3%.

Takarékbank chief analyst Gergely 

Suppan said retail sales in the coming 

months could be lifted by a 500,000 

forint bonus some 170,000 healthcare 

professionals got in June, and by pay 

rises for teachers from July. He put 

full-year growth at 1.2-1.5%. ING Bank 

senior analyst Péter Virovácz said June 

retail sales could improve further as 

households make purchases they 

earlier postponed.

MORE THAN 10,000 
FAMILIES IN VILLAGES 
APPLY FOR HOME 
PURCHASE SUBSIDIES

Almost 10,230 families with children 

who live in Hungary’s smallest 

communities applied for 54 billion 

forints (EUR 152.6m) of funding 

available under a scheme supporting 

home purchases, renovations and 

expansions in its first year, according 

to government commissioner for 

community development Alpár 

Gyopáros. The scheme (CSOK) 

available to all Hungarians with 

children or planning families with 

children, offers residents of villages 

with populations under 5,000, where 

the rate of depopulation exceeds the 

national average, subsidies of between 

300,000 and 5 million forints for home 

renovation and 600,000 to 10 million 

for home purchase and/or renovation. 

PARLIAMENT REOPENS  
TO VISITORS

Hungary’s Parliament is reopening 

its doors to visitors on Tuesday. The 

Parliament Museum’s indoor and 

outdoor exhibitions will also be 

accessible to the public, Anna Sédy of 

the Office of the National Assembly’s 

Directorate for Cultural Affairs, told 

public news channel M1. Children 

participating in summer camps will 

be given the chance to sign up for 

a free tour of Parliament, she said. 

Virtual tours of Parliament during the 

coronavirus lockdown were popular, 

with 6 million people “visiting” the 

Munkácsy Hall over the past month.


