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At the same time, he said it provided sufficient resources for supporting families raising children, showing the appreciation 

of pensioners, saving jobs and creating new ones. The budget targets expenditures of 23,465.4 billion forints (EUR 68bn) 

and revenue of 21,974.2 billion forints, resulting in a deficit of 1,491.2 billion forints. It assumes a GDP growth rate of 4.8% and 

targets a deficit of 2.9% of GDP, calculated according to the European Union’s accrual-based accounting rules. It assumes 

3% annual average inflation, level with the National Bank of Hungary’s mid-term “price stability” target. The budget targets 

a decline in public debt as a percentage of GDP to 69.3% at year-end from an expected 72.6% at the end of 2020.

The budget has an independent chapter for a “Health and Pandemic Defense Fund” with expenditures of 2,944.3 billion 

forints. It also has an independent chapter for an “Economic Defense Fund” with expenditures of 2,610.4 billion forints. The 

budget was approved with a vote of 133 for, 61 against and 0 abstentions.

Lawmakers approved the government’s 2021 budget which the finance minister said 
had been dedicated to economic protection and maintaining a state of preparedness 
to the novel coronavirus epidemic.

PARlT APPROVES 2021 BuDGET

Coronavirus updates

PM Orbán at Visegrad Group summit 
in Warsaw
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Jazz clarinettist József Fritz and banjo player Pál Gáspár performing as part 
of the Musical Budapest initiative
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ORBÁN: HuNGARy SET TO 
EMERGE STRONGER FROM 
CRISIS

Hungary could emerge stronger 

from the crisis caused by the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said. If Hungary does 

not allow the epidemic to again 

“shoot up” and “it stays alert with 

border control”, if investments and 

job creation get supported and if 

Hungary does not allow the West to 

treat it as a “dupe”, then the country 

could come out stronger from the 

crisis, Orbán told public Kossuth 

radio. If the right preparations are 

made and health-care workers work 

well, then a second wave could be 

prevented, he said, and expressed 

thanks to them on the occasion of 

Semmelweis Day.

In response to a question 

concerning a possible second wave 

of the epidemic, he said Hungary 

had successfully overcome the first 

wave but “only a battle has been 

won, not the war”. Since Hungary 

will be affected by the surrounding 

environment, clever decisions should 

be made for instance when people 

go on holiday, the prime minister 

said. “Perhaps this time it’s best to 

choose Lake Balaton,” he added. The 

government’s task is to keep close 

watch, instead of taking a holiday now, 

he said, adding that “we must stay in 

office for quite a few more weeks”.

The government will also refuse 

to yield to pressure from Brussels to 

allow uncontrolled entry to persons 

from more and more countries, 

he said. Besides European Union 

citizens, only Serbians are allowed 

to enter without checks and 

crossing Hungary is only possible 

on transit corridors for citizens of 

other countries, he added. Efforts 

must also be made to prevent 

increased migration to threaten 

Hungary’s health-care situation, 

he said. The number of infections 

has increased in countries located 

along the traditional migrant routes 

which means that border protection 

now also means health protection, 

he added. Orbán also said that the 

activities of human smugglers had 

increased unexpectedly. “We need 

our police and soldiers ... What we 

have witnessed in western Europe 

and America, that societies and 

politicians have betrayed their own 

police, must not be allowed in central 

Europe,” he said.

Commenting on the EU court 

ruling declaring that Hungary’s transit 

zones amounted to detention, he said 

Hungary’s response was to close down 

these zones and make border control 

stricter. “If we want Hungary to remain 

a peaceful, safe and calm place then 

we must act against migration with 

the utmost strictness,” he added. In the 

current “national consultation” survey, 

questions have been included about 

the links between migration and the 

pandemic “because there are a few 

interconnected points”, he said.

Commenting on the EU’s “recovery 

assistance” fund, he said “this is actually 

aid granted by us to southerners”. 

Central Europe which is financially 

much better organised and must 

consider whether it wants to help 

richer countries that did not suffer from 

communism and joined the EU at an 

earlier stage, he added. 

“We are ready to help” southerners 

in trouble but in exchange want fair 

treatment because “we do not want 

to be dupes”, he said.

“Central Europe can stand proud”, 

he said, arguing that the region had 

mounted a more effective response 

to the epidemic than the West and its 

economies were competitive. “There’s 

just one problem: that we’re poorer, 

but that’s because of the communists.” 

The prime minister also said that 

Germany, “a country that was bombed 

back to the Middle Ages at the end of 

the second world war”, was now the 

richest country in the EU, while central 

Europe, “which was thrown to the 

Soviet Union”, was developing. Orbán 

said Europe was entering a new era 

in which Germany and central Europe 

are seen as the ones that can “drag the 

continent out of the crisis”.

“We have to be successful together; 

Europe has to stick together … but [if 

we want this to happen] we can’t have 

Brussels trying to force a way of life on 

us that Hungarians, Czechs and Poles 

don’t want,” Orbán said. “They should 

let us live our own lives and we’ll 

be successful together.” The prime 

minister added that now was not “a 

time for building empires”, but rather 

for nation-states to work together in 

a clever way.
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On the topic of the 2021 budget, 

Orbán said its numbers were “stable” 

and it had a “solid foundation” for 

epidemic response and economy 

protection measures. “Now it’s time 

to win a second battle: the one of 

job creation,” he said, adding that the 

budget would be a key part of this. 

Orbán also noted the reintroduction 

of the 13th-month pension and that 

the infant care benefit will increase to 

100% of the gross salary.

As regards the left-wing opposition, 

the prime minister said he doesn’t 

know “what they’re doing on the left”. 

He said the left “didn’t stand by the 

country when there was trouble and 

were working to weaken the country’s 

ability to manage the crisis”. Orbán said 

Hungary’s cabinet was not one based 

on ideology, but rather a nationally 

minded government, adding that it 

would still be possible to be left-wing 

if one supported measures that were 

consistent with their views.

As regards Germany’s presidency 

of the EU, Orbán said Hungary 

could work together with the 

EU president if it received fair 

treatment in the ongoing economic 

debates. But, he said, Hungary was 

not prepared to work together with 

Germany on the issue of asylum 

seekers and refugees. Whereas 

Germany is attempting to solve its 

demographic problems through 

migration, Hungarians do not 

believe that bringing in people 

from the Muslim world would result 

in a “peaceful, Christian, Hungarian 

life”, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: NEW WAVES 
OF MIGRATION MuST 
BE PREVENTED, ROuTES 
MuST BE ClOSED 

New waves of migration must be 

prevented and migration routes must 

be closed, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after meeting Maltese 

counterpart Evarist Bartolo. Szijjártó 

said the meeting had focused on the 

pandemic posing the risk of further 

migrant waves to Europe because in 

certain African and Asian countries 

the poor economic conditions and low 

level of health services could worsen 

as a result of the novel coronavirus. 

The main route of migrants crosses 

Libya which is a war-torn and unstable 

country that is unable to stop migration 

to Europe, he said. As a result, Libya’s 

coast guards must be strengthened 

with the help of European Union 

funding and the Visegrad Group 

countries have offered to contribute 

35 million euros, he added.

If Libya is incapable of stopping 

migrants from boarding vessels on its 

coast, they will reach Europe “because 

of the NGOs that are colluding with 

people smuggling rings”, the minister 

said. “We, Hungarians and the Maltese 

know all too well about the effects of 

illegal migration … which is why we 

are firm in our position that migration 

should be stopped rather than 

managed,” Szijjártó said.

He also pointed out that an 

agreement on migration and 

development which the European 

Union signed with African, Caribbean 

and Pacific countries in 2000 was 

currently being renegotiated in 

Brussels. Western European countries 

refer to this deal as one that creates the 

conditions for legal migration channels 

in the interest of importing labour, 

he said, adding that this argument 

was no longer valid after millions of 

Europeans lost their jobs due to the 

novel coronavirus epidemic.

He noted that travel restrictions 

between Hungary and Malta have 

been lifted completely and that there 

are six direct flights a week between 

the two countries. Last year, 38,000 

Hungarian tourists visited Malta, 

Szijjártó said.

Some 8,300 Hungarian high school 

students have applied to take part in 

two-week English-language courses in 

Malta as part of a programme launched 

by the government, he said, adding that 

if the status of the epidemic allowed 

it, the courses would start from the 

following school year. He noted that 

Hungary opened a foreign mission 

in Valletta last year, the headcount of 

which is about to be increased.

Bartolo said Libya was protecting a 

coastline of 1,700 kms with a sole ship 

and Europe’s protection must not rely 

on that one ship. It is not a Maltese 

issue but a European one, he said, 

and added that economic migrants 

posed the greatest problem. The 

circumstances have changed due to 

the pandemic, he said, noting that 

it was no longer just the countries 

migrants are fleeing that were 

seeing difficult conditions, but also 
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their destination countries. He also 

said Europe should not “use up” the 

brightest talents coming from African 

countries, arguing that those countries, 

too, needed talented people. 

“The future of Africa’s youth should 

lie in Africa … it wouldn’t be fair if we 

attracted them here,” Bartolo said. As 

regards the EU’s recovery plan, he said 

the smaller member states “should 

not carry the larger ones on their 

backs” and should not be punished 

for enacting measures to keeping 

their budgets under control. It is 

“unacceptable” that this logic would 

not apply to the larger member states, 

he said, adding that “we can’t be made 

to pay for the mistakes of others.”

KARÁCSONy, OPPOSITION 
MAyORS PROTEST BuDGET 
CuTS

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

and opposition and independent 

mayors from around Hungary 

protested budget cuts affecting 

municipalities and called for 

strengthening the Alliance of 

Hungarian Municipalities (MÖSZ). 

Karácsony said parliament would 

vote on a 2021 budget bill which had 

a “clear political motive to destroy 

Hungary’s system of local councils”. He 

called on lawmakers “not to stand on 

the dark side” and vote against the bill.

Karácsony said the budget 

involved drawing away resources 

from local councils exactly at a time 

when they should be helped instead 

of paying “punitive, extortionate 

taxes”. Like almost all governments 

in Europe, the government should 

get the municipalities involved in 

crisis management and help them, 

regardless of party affiliations, he 

added. Yet, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and his government take this 

opportunity to “destroy local councils”, 

he said. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT SECuRES 
DRINKING WATER TO 
100,000 IN uGANDA

The Hungarian government has 

secured drinking water supplies to 

100,000 people in Uganda and built 

a cyber-security centre under the 

arrangements of the first phase of 

a 2019 agreement, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. Szijjártó said 

on Facebook that in line with the 

agreement signed with counterpart 

Sam Kahamba Kutesa, Hungary 

would provide 5 billion forints 

(EUR 14m) worth of development 

support to Uganda over the course 

of a three-year programme. The next 

two projects to be implemented will 

include developing an identification 

system for registering migrants and 

refugees arriving in the country and 

supplying medical equipment for a 

cardiovascular health centre, he added. 

HuNGARy GOVT 
OFFICIAlS HOlD TAlKS  
IN BERlIN

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, and Katalin Novák, 

the state secretary for family and 

youth affairs and deputy leader of 

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party, held 

talks in Berlin on the first days of 

Germany’s presidency of the European 

Union, the PM’s Office said. The two 

officials met Paul Ziemiak, Secretary 

General of the conservative Christian 

Democrats (CDU), Markus Blume, 

Secretary General of the Christian 

Social Union (CSU), Wolfgang Schäuble, 

speaker of the Bundestag, Katja Leikert, 

deputy leader of the CDU/CSU group, 

former European Parliament President 

Hans-Gert Pöttering, and the state 

secretary for European affairs of the 

state of North Rhine-Westphalia, the 

statement said. The visit aimed to 

boost cooperation among the two 

countries’ governing centre-right 

parties. Leaders of the CDU/CSU 

reaffirmed that they view Hungary as 

a strong ally and that they would aim 

to return to a “sensible tone” within the 

European People’s Party, the European 

political grouping to which the CDU/

CSU and Fidesz belong, with member 

parties settling disagreements 

behind closed doors. The German 

and Hungarian governments have 

strengthened their cooperation in 

the areas of economic investments, 

digital industry and science, they said. 

Germany is a vital economic, cultural 

and political partner of Hungary, the 

statement added.

Fidesz has had a strong relationship 

with the CDU and CSU for decades, 

the statement said, adding that mutual 

respect for former German chancellor 

Helmut Kohl -- at the invitation of 
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whom Fidesz joined the EPP -- and 

good personal relationships provided 

a sound basis for further cooperation.

ONE DEATH, SIX 
NEW CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS IN HuNGARy

One elderly patient with a chronic 

underlying illness has died in the 

past 24 hours and the number 

of registered novel coronavirus 

infections has risen by six to 4,172, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning. Fully 588 people have died 

and 2,752 have made a recovery, while 

the number of active infections stands 

at 832. Altogether 1,217 people are in 

official home quarantine and 281,628 

tests have been carried out. A total 

of 150 coronavirus patients are in 

hospital, 9 of whom are on ventilators. 

Fully 39% of active infections, 60% of 

fatalities and 47% of recoveries have 

taken place in Budapest. The threat 

of an epidemic has not disappeared 

and a state of medical preparedness 

is in effect, the website said. It is 

compulsory to wear a face mask 

in shops and on public transport. 

Budapest has the highest number of 

infections (1,983), followed by Pest 

County (627), and the counties of Fejér 

(378), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (262). Békés County has had the 

fewest infections with 13.

EGyPTIAN NATIONAl 
INDICTED ON HuMAN 
SMuGGlING CHARGES

The Komárom district prosecutor’s 

office has pressed charges against an 

Egyptian national who attempted to 

smuggle four Syrians from Hungary to 

Austria. The defendant is believed to 

have picked up the Syrians in the early 

hours of Jan. 13 with a vehicle with an 

Austrian licence plate before being 

apprehended by police on the M1 

motorway near Ács, in north-western 

Hungary, the Komárom-Esztergom 

County Chief Prosecutor’s Office said. 

The prosecution is seeking a prison 

sentence of 2 years and 6 months 

for the man along with an expulsion 

from Hungary for a period of 3 years 

after serving his sentence, on the 

condition that he pleads guilty at the 

arraignment. 

POlICE APPREHEND 
AllEGED HuMAN 
SMuGGlERS, MIGRANTS  
IN NW HuNGARy

Police apprehended two alleged 

human smugglers and 11 migrants 

in a van near Győr in north-western 

Hungary late on Thursday, police.

hu reported. The van was stopped 

outside the city at 11pm. The driver 

was Hungarian and in addition to a 

Hungarian passenger there were 11 

foreigners travelling in the van who 

said they were Syrian citizens and were 

unable to present documents showing 

their eligibility to be in Hungary. The 

two Hungarian citizens have been 

interviewed on suspicion of human 

smuggling, the statement said.


