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The EU on Tuesday approved by a majority to open up the bloc to tourists and business travellers from 14 countries beyond 

its borders. The countries are Algeria, Australia, Canada, Georgia, Japan, Montenegro, Morocco, New Zealand, Rwanda, 

Serbia, South Korea, Thailand, Tunisia and Uruguay.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said on Facebook that Hungary has decided not to allow citizens of non-EU countries, except for 

Serbia, to enter the country, since doing so would not serve the health interest of Hungarians. The EU proposal that member 

states should reopen their borders to citizens of 14 countries outside the bloc was discussed in the interior ministry in the 

morning. Orbán said, however, a decision has been made to reinstall a corridor for travellers transiting Hungary. Travellers 

passing through the country will be required to use the designated route in the same way they were required to during the 

peak period of the coronavirus epidemic, Orbán said. Hungarian border controls will remain strict, the prime minister added.

As the EU opens up travel to Europe for the citizens of 14 countries outside of the bloc, 
Hungary will keep its borders closed for the time being.

NON-EU CITIZENS WON’T GET ENTRY

 
Szijjártó meets Maltese counterpart

 
Parliament votes on 2020 budget

 
Budapest, Pest county town mayors’ 
presser on ‘austerity against local 
governments’
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Tightrope artist at the opening of the Hungarian National Circus in 
Balatonlelle
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ÁDER: HUNGARY, 
SLOVENIA HANDLED 
EPIDEMIC WELL 

Hungary and Slovenia are both 

among the European Union member 

states with the lowest number of 

novel coronavirus cases and fatalities 

relative to their respective population 

sizes, President János Áder said after 

talks with his Slovenian counterpart 

in Budapest. The timely and effective 

measures introduced in the fight 

against the novel coronavirus epidemic 

had a substantial impact in both 

countries, Áder told a press conference 

he held jointly with Borut Pahor at the 

Sándor Palace.

“We discussed the economic impact 

of the epidemic in the two countries 

and the steps we intend to take on 

our own and as members of the EU in 

order to overcome the harmful effects 

[of the epidemic] as soon as possible,” 

the president added. In response to 

a question, Áder noted that travel 

restrictions between the two countries 

have been lifted completely. “Life in 

Hungary has returned to normal; 

people aren’t afraid, and they’re 

making use of services as they did 

before the crisis,” Áder said. “We were 

also in agreement that protecting 

Europe’s external borders is of key 

importance, as is stopping illegal 

migration,” he said. The two leaders 

described both their personal 

relationship and ties between their two 

countries as “very good”. Talks touched 

on continuing bilateral cooperation on 

regional economic development and 

improving infrastructure links between 

their border regions, they said.

“We’re committed to preserving 

our natural assets,” Áder said. “We are 

close to the completion of a biosphere 

reserve along the Drava, Mura and 

Danube rivers,” he said, noting that 

the project had been initiated by 

Hungary and Croatia, and was later 

joined by Austria, Slovenia and 

Serbia. The countries involved hope 

to advance the procedure of having 

the reserve recognised by UNESCO, 

the United Nations’ cultural body. Áder 

said he and Pahor had also discussed 

the Trianon Peace Treaty under 

which Hungary lost two-thirds of its 

territory to neighbouring countries 

after the first world war. The president 

underscored that Hungary had always 

complied with every international 

treaty and would continue to do so.

He highlighted education, 

the support of businesses and 

infrastructure development as key 

areas of cooperation between Hungary 

and Slovenia. “The regional economic 

development model launched ten 

years ago in the Raba region has been 

successful,” Ader said, adding that 

expanding the scheme was in Hungary 

and Slovenia’s shared interest. Support 

for the Slovenian minority in the region 

has quadrupled over the past ten years, 

he said.

Pahor said Slovenia was “proud” 

of having “successfully and swiftly” 

handled the crisis situation resulting 

from the novel coronavirus, adding 

that his country offered a safe and 

welcoming destination for Hungarian 

tourists. Pahor said he understood 

there was an impending second wave 

of the virus. “But we hope to have a 

more sensitive approach to the issue, 

and understanding that the crisis is not 

yet over may contribute to the success 

of handling a second wave,” he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ECONOMIC 
PROTECTION KEY 
COMMON TASK FOR 
HUNGARY, SLOVENIA

With the coronavirus epidemic 

subsiding, protecting the economy has 

become the most important common 

task for Hungary and Slovenia, the 

foreign minister said after talks with 

Slovenia’s minister of economic 

development and technology in 

Budapest. Addressing a joint press 

conference with Zdravo Počivalšek, 

Péter Szijjártó said that economic 

cooperation between Hungary and 

Slovenia was on a strong footing, 

contributing to the success of their 

economies. The pandemic has shown 

how much the two countries depend 

on one another, he said, adding that 

Hungary and Slovenia had maintained 

close contact during the epidemic.

In terms of future cooperation, 

Szijjártó said strengthening energy 

security was one of the most urgent 

tasks. The two countries will link their 

power grids by the end of 2021 which 

will be followed by connecting their 

gas pipelines later on. The bilateral 

agreement on the gas pipeline 

development has already been 
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concluded, Szijjártó said, noting that 

the Slovenian cabinet has declared 

it a strategic priority project. The 

two countries have also agreed to 

draft a joint economic development 

strategy for the Mura and Raba region, 

the foreign minister said. In terms 

of economic cooperation, Szijjártó 

welcomed that the annual bilateral 

trade turnover has exceed 2.5 billion 

euros, noting that Slovenia was an 

important market for Hungarian 

businesses. He noted the 360 million 

euro credit line opened by the 

Hungarian government to support 

bilateral business cooperation as 

well as the government’s 2.4 billion 

forint (EUR 6.8m) grant that has 

so far supported 651 Slovenian 

entrepreneurs and farmers under the 

Mura region economic development 

programme.

Hungary is ready to further expand 

cooperation as the governments of 

both countries have a policy to protect 

national interests for which both are 

expected to face “fierce international 

attacks”, he said.

Počivalšek praised improving 

bilateral ties, saying that Slovenia 

considers Hungary an important 

economic partner. He said he saw 

room for boosting bilateral trade 

and highlighted opportunities for 

cooperation in the areas of energy 

and rail link development. He also 

highlighted the significance of the 

joint development of self-driving 

vehicles. Both the Slovenian and 

Hungarian economies rely heavily on 

the car industry and developments 

in the industry involve cooperation 

possibilities for both countries, he 

added. He expressed agreement with 

the Hungarian government about 

the protection of jobs being vitally 

important and said that consumption 

must be encouraged to promote 

recovery. The development of border 

regions contributes to this process, 

he said, and thanked Hungary for its 

financial support of the Mura region. 

He also praised the improvement of 

tourism links and expressed hope that 

Slovenia will receive more guests from 

Hungary if the tourism season gets 

extended for the whole of the year. 

He said Hungary could participate in 

the international fair in Celje even if it 

is not held this September as originally 

planned but gets postponed until 

2021. Počivalšek thanked Hungary for 

its help during the epidemic and said 

Slovenia, too, was open to developing 

bilateral relations because being a 

small country, it understands that 

better results can be achieved by 

joining forces.

VARGA: REBOOTING 
ECONOMY REQUIRES 
CUTTING RED TAPE 

Cutting red tape related to jobs 

administration will accompany 

measures to reduce the tax burden 

when it comes to rebooting the 

economy, Mihály Varga, the finance 

minister, said after a meeting of 

the operative board for protecting 

the economy. Varga said at a press 

conference that tax and jobs-related 

bureaucracy placed a big burden on 

businesses, and better use of data 

administration could be harnessed to 

reduce the associated burdens. Online 

invoicing is already up and running, 

and the tax authority will prepare VAT 

returns by next year, Varga said.  The 

reduction of the social contribution 

tax will leave 160 billion forints (EUR 

451.9m) with employers and the 

temporary exemption from the 

itemised tax on small firms is helping to 

keep 100,000 people in employment, 

he said, adding that 20 types of public 

burden have been lifted since 2010.

László Parragh, President of the 

Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and 

Industry (MKIK), said it was right that 

the state should not require companies 

to hand over data that the state already 

possesses. He welcomed the changes 

and noted that less red tape helped to 

boost competitiveness. Parragh added, 

however, that even more could be 

done to reduce burdens.

The board also discussed tourism. 

Zoltán Guller, the head of the 

Hungarian Tourism Agency, said the 

sector had got over the worst of the 

crisis and visits to the countryside 

were approaching last year’s level. 

The recovery, he added, was thanks 

to the government’s swift response 

to the crisis. Invigorating tourism 

and hospitality should no longer be 

a budgetary matter but a legislative 

one, he said. Guller said air travel was 

also beginning to recover and arrivals 

at Hungary’s airports in August were 

expected to be 80% of last August’s 

level.
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ONE DEATH, NINE 
NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY

One elderly patient with a chronic 

underlying illness has died in the past 

24 hours and the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections has risen 

by nine to 4,166, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Thursday morning. Fully 587 

people have died and 2,721 have 

made a recovery, while the number 

of active infections stands at 858. 

Altogether 1,201 people are in official 

home quarantine and 279,690 tests 

have been carried out. A total of 157 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 8 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 39% 

of active infections, 60% of fatalities 

and 48% of recoveries have taken place 

in Budapest. The threat of an epidemic 

has not disappeared and a state of 

medical preparedness is in effect, the 

website said. It is compulsory to wear 

a face mask in shops and on public 

transport.

Budapest has the highest number 

of infections (1,983), followed by Pest 

County (627), and the counties of Fejér 

(378), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (262). Békés county has the fewest 

(13).

DEFENCE MINISTER 
PRAISES MILITARY FOR 
CRISIS RESPONSE EFFORTS

Fully 800 Hungarians have applied 

so far for the army reserve scheme, 

defence Minister Tibor Benko said 

at an award ceremony of the Armed 

Forces of Hungary on Thursday. The 

first 450 volunteer reservists have 

already started their training, the 

minister added.  The scheme targets 

people who are out of work because 

of the coronavirus crisis as part of the 

government’s plan on protecting the 

economy. The minister earlier said he 

expected 3,000 people to apply for 

the scheme.

Hungary’s military has proven that 

it is able and prepared to hold its 

own even in a struggle against “an 

invisible enemy like coronavirus”, 

the defence minister said. The army 

and the social organisations working 

with the military aided and protected 

the public, Benkő said, adding that 

without them, Hungary’s defence 

against the virus would not have 

been as successful as it had been. 

The soldiers also had to face new 

challenges like fulfilling their role 

as hospital commanders, setting 

up military task forces to oversee 

strategic companies, disinfecting 

public institutions or operating 

hospital entry security, he added. 

Benkő said the military’s role in the 

country’s epidemic response efforts 

was also important “because society 

should feel that the soldiers serve the 

Hungarian people”. He also said the 

armed forces would also contribute 

to the implementation of the 

government’s economy protection 

action plan by training 3,000 

volunteer reservists. The ceremony 

was held to recognise soldiers who 

were to be awarded on the occasion 

of the March 15 national holiday and 

National Defence Day observed on 

May 21, until those award ceremonies 

were cancelled due to the epidemic.

FIDESZ MEP: REJECTED 
ASYLUM SEEKERS SHOULD 
BE FORCED  
TO LEAVE EUROPE

Migrants who are not entitled to 

stay in the EU should be legally 

forced to leave it, Fidesz MEP Balézs 

Hidvéghi said, commenting on a 

debate in the LIBE committee of the 

European Parliament of a draft report 

on asylum and return procedures. 

Watertight laws are needed to 

enforce the return of rejected asylum 

seekers to their homelands, Hidvéghi 

said, adding that experiences 

showed that only a fraction of illegal 

entrants left the bloc of their own 

accord. “Most leave only to return 

looking for legal loopholes,” he said. 

Hidvéghi called it “naive” to count 

on voluntary repatriation. Enforcing 

the EU rules is key to curbing illegal 

migration, he added. He insisted 

that the current “unmanageable” 

situation was due to the EU’s “lack of 

determined action in 2015 and since”. 

The Fidesz MEP accused the EU of 

failing to protect its borders and he 

insisted that “pro-migration political 

forces and NGOs” were working to 

turn illegal entry into legal residency. 

He said EU border agency Frontex 

should cooperate with member 

states on returning illegal entrants 

to their homelands.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ OPENS 
HUNGARIAN CULTURAL 
INSTITUTE IN STUTTGART

With the pandemic, “stable points” 

are gaining importance in diplomacy, 

and Hungarian-German partnership, 

friendship and strategic cooperation 

are such “stable points” which will 

always be key, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said, opening the Hungarian 

Cultural Institute in Stuttgart. The 

two countries’ partnership rests on 

relations between people, based on 

ties in education and culture, and 

the strengthening of local Hungarian 

communities, he said at the Consulate 

General. In Baden-Württemberg, 335 

young Hungarians attend Sunday 

schools which help strengthen their 

identity and national consciousness, 

Szijjártó said. In Hungary, the Andrassy 

Gyula German-language university 

in Budapest will offer BSc/BA study 

programmes in future, he said. This 

means that in Hungary, German 

language education will be provided 

from kindergarten to university on 

every level.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT  
TO FUND  
BALATON PROTECTION

The opposition LMP party has called 

on the government to fund protection 

and research regarding Lake Balaton. 

János Kendernay, co-leader of the 

green party, told an online press 

conference that Hungary’s largest 

lake should be valued and protected 

by environmental regulations rather 

than being treated as a recreation 

ground for wealthy tourists. The LMP 

politician accused the government 

of disregarding ecologists who say 

that permanently high water levels 

harm the lake’s ecosystem. The 

party proposes a reform of water 

management on the lake, Kendernay 

said.

APRIL LOCKDOWN CAUSES 
TRADE VOLUME  
TO PLUNGE

The lockdown to contain the spread of 

the novel coronavirus caused double-

digit declines in Hungary’s exports and 

imports in April, a second reading of 

data released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) shows. Exports fell by an 

annual 37.2% to 5.620 billion euros, 

while imports dropped by 29.1% to 

6.181 billion euros. The unusual and 

sizable 561 million euro trade deficit 

- albeit narrower than the 611 million 

euro gap in the first reading - was likely 

partly the result of imports of goods 

for pandemic defence. Hungary’s 

government had spent almost 400 

billion forints (EUR 1.1bn) to acquire 

supplies such as personal protective 

equipment and ventilators between 

the start of the pandemic and the end 

of April. For the period January-April, 

exports fell by an annual 9.2% to 33.339 

billion euros and imports dropped by 

7.6% to 32.045 billion euros.

The January-April trade surplus 

stood at 1.294 billion euros, well under 

the 2.032 billion euro surplus in the 

same period a year earlier.

OTP INGATLANPONT: 
KEEN DEMAND FOR 
WATERFRONT PROPERTIES 

Real estate company OTP Ingatlanpont 

says waterfront properties on the 

banks of the Danube and on the shores 

of Lake Velence, Lake Tisza and Lake 

Fertő are attracting keen interest, and 

property prices are largely holding up 

despite the coronavirus epidemic. The 

realtor said prices are wildly varied in 

Budapest, with the dearest waterfront 

properties in the 5th district, where a 

river view can boost the value of an 

apartment by 20-25 percent. Here, 

the price per square metre averages 

980,000 forints (EUR 2,771). In the 10th 

district, the price per square meter 

of riverfront apartments increased 

from 350,000 forints to 430,000. 

The introduction of housing tax 

discounts aimed at the development 

of brownfield sites is expected to 

reanimate the waterfront market in 

the capital, the company said. Around 

Lake Velence, family bungalows near 

the railway station or the spa average 

400,000 forints per square metre 

while new-builds are around 500,000-

650,000. 

Around Lake Fertő, on the Austrian 

border, prices are lower than in 

nearby Sopron. New-builds are 

more expensive, but prices of used 

properties are somewhat depressed. 

Since last August, the number of 

property investors has waned, and 
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Austrian buyers are less interested. But 

transport infrastructure developments 

such as the M85 motorway and the 

renovation of highway 84 will make 

the Lake Fertő area more accessible, 

possibly leading to a boom later on, 

OTP Ingatlanpont said.

MÁV STARTS SELLING 
INTERNATIONAL TRAIN 
TICKETS ONLINE

Hungarian railways MÁV has started 

selling international tickets online, 

the first destination being Austria, the 

company said. The sale of Start Austria 

tickets serves to eliminate the need to 

queue at cash desks or ticket machines 

at railway stations, the company 

added. MÁV-Start plans to expand 

the range of destinations available 

for online tickets to include Germany, 

Switzerland, the Czech Republic, 

Slovakia, Poland, Romania, Croatia and 

Slovenia this autumn. Starting from the 

end of the year, tickets will be available 

not only through a mobile app but also 

over the internet. Since MÁV launched 

its mobile app, more than 7.7 million 

tickets have been sold and during the 

first five months of 2020, sales doubled 

compared to the same period of last 

year, the company said.

NBH AMENDS ‘FGS GO!’ 
SCHEME TO HELP  
SME BORROWING

The National Bank of Hungary has 

decided to amend the conditions of 

its new ‘Funding for Growth Scheme 

Go!’ (FGS Go!) programme to make it 

easier for SMEs to borrow under the 

scheme, deputy governor Mihály 

Patai announced at an online press 

conference. The NBH launched the FGS 

Go on April 20, making 1,500 billion 

forints available to micro-, small and 

medium-sized businesses through 

credit institutions and financial 

businesses at a fixed interest rate of a 

maximum 2.5%, available on a wider 

scale than before, helping SMEs to 

overcome the economic effects of the 

coronavirus. One of the modifications 

will allow businesses to use the credit 

borrowed under the scheme for 

investments not only in Hungary but 

abroad as well. Also, condominiums 

and housing cooperatives will in future 

be able to use the FGS Go! funding 

for investments into modernisation 

or green projects.  They will ease the 

conditions to take out working capital 

loans under the scheme.

In a further novelty, the businesses 

will be able to use the FGS Go! loans to 

pre-finance not only European Union 

support they won but also domestic 

funding.

ÁDER MEETS HUNGARIAN 
FINALISTS IN STOCKHOLM 
JUNIOR WATER PRIZE

President János Áder met the 

Hungarian finalists of the Stockholm 

Junior Water Prize in Sándor Palace 

on Thursday. This year’s Hungarian 

finalists are two students of the 

Miklós Radnóti High School in 

Szeged, whose project was designed 

to detect at an early stage toxins 

produced by algal blooms in lakes. 

The president presented the GWP 

Hungary Foundation award to the 

students who will represent Hungary 

in the final of the international 

competition which is being held 

online this year.


