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Fully 62% expressed satisfaction with Orbán’s performance, according to the June 24-26 survey of 1,000 voting-age adults, 

up from 50% in 2018 and 52% in 2019 and 54% at the start of this year. Less than a third expressed dissatisfaction. “The prime 

minister has clearly profited politically from the effective action taken against the coronavirus,” Nézőpont said. “Resolute 

protective measures worked much better than in western Europe,” it added. The pollster found that the proportion of voters 

satisfied with the prime minister’s handling of the epidemic extends beyond the circle of ruling Fidesz’s sympathisers, noting 

that a May survey shows 42% of all Hungarians support Fidesz. Nézőpont’s projections show that the 2022 parliamentary 

election will be “much more about candidates than the popularity of the parties”. “The opposition would have to overcome 

two difficult obstacles to succeed,” Nézőpont said. It would have to find a joint candidate and to convince people that he 

or she could govern better than Orbán, it added.

The number of Hungarians awarding Prime Minister Viktor Orbán high marks has 
grown thanks to his handling of the novel coronavirus epidemic, polling firm 
Nézőpont Institute said.

POLLSTER: ORBÁN ‘WINNER’ OF EPIDEMIC

Foreign minister meets Slovene 
economic development minister 

Plenary session of parliament 

President meets Slovene counterpart 
in Budapest 

Stats office publishes foreign trade 
figures in 2nd reading for AprilM
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TWO NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, ONE DEATH 
IN HUNGARY

One elderly patient with a chronic 

underlying illness has died in the past 

24 hours and the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections has risen 

by two to 4,157, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. Fully 586 people have died and 

2,714 have made a recovery, while the 

number of active infections stands at 

875. Altogether 1,412 people are in 

official home quarantine and 277,750 

tests have been carried out. A total of 

169 coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

8 of whom are on ventilators.

Fully 38% of active infections, 60% 

of fatalities and 48% of recoveries have 

taken place in Budapest. The threat 

of an epidemic has not disappeared 

and a state of medical preparedness 

is in effect, the website said. It is 

compulsory to wear a face mask 

in shops and on public transport. 

Budapest has the highest number 

of infections (1,979), followed by Pest 

County (625), and the counties of Fejér 

(377), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (262). Békés and Tolna counties 

have the fewest, with 13 each.

MERKELY: OVER 10,000 
PCR TESTS YIELD THREE 
POSITIVES

Of the 10,575 coronavirus PCR 

tests conducted by Budapest’s 

Semmelweis University (SE) in May 

in a representative nationwide 

campaign, three came back positive, 

the university’s rector said. Polymerise 

chain reaction (PCR) tests detect the 

presence of an antigen rather than 

antibodies. Béla Merkely told a press 

conference that at the time of the 

survey in mid-May, the ratio of active 

infections among the population was 

estimated at 0.029%, or 2,421 infections. 

Merkely noted that 70 of those 

examined were seropositive, indicating 

that the some 0.68% of Hungarians, or 

56,439 people, were probably Covid-19 

positive prior to the testing.

Kornélia Mag, deputy head of the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH), said that 

researchers invited 17,787 Hungarians 

to be tested. All were above the age 

of 14 and living in private households 

in 489 localities. The test comprised a 

questionnaire and the actual PCR test, 

she said. Fully 10,474 people, or 67.7%, 

completed both, she said. The testing 

was led by SE, with the cooperation 

of four Hungarian medical universities 

and the KSH, with the support of the 

innovation and technology ministry.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: INCOMING 
PRODUCTION, RESEARCH 
CAPACITIES CRUCIAL FOR 
HUNGARIAN ECONOMY

The success of the Hungarian economy 

depends greatly on the production and 

research capacities investors bring to 

the country, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

affairs and trade minister, told public 

media. Hungary “has reason to be 

confident” after continuously seeing 

record investments over the last 

five years, Szijjártó said in Germany. 

Hungary “undoubtedly provides 

the most competitive and most 

favourable” investment environment 

in central Europe, he added. And this 

will be further improved by a new 

comprehensive investment scheme 

launching next week, now that it 

has been green-lit by the European 

Commission, the minister said. The 

scheme will allow the government to 

provide an unlimited amount of funding 

in support of business investments to 

companies that commit to saving jobs, 

covering up to 50% of their investments, 

Szijjártó said. In addition, Hungary has 

lowered the social contribution tax 

by two percentage points, allowing 

employers to spend the money saved 

on salary increases or to invest it, he said.

The minister said Baden-

Württemberg was Hungary’s second 

most important partner state in 

Germany, with 290 companies based 

there doing business in Hungary and 

employing some 70,000 Hungarians. 

The government is in talks with these 

companies on potential capacity 

expansions in Hungary, he added.

GOVT OFFICIAL, BUDAPEST 
MAYOR MARK DAY OF 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

At an event marking the day of public 

administration, state secretary of the 

Prime Minister’s Office Balázs Orbán 

said recent government measures 

and the 2021 budget bill were signs of 

the government’s willingness to work 

together with local councils, while 
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Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

highlighted government measures that 

he said would hobble their operations.

Orbán said central budget funds 

for cities, towns and villages next year 

will increase by 16%, or 857 billion 

forints (EUR 2.4m). Karácsony said the 

economic crisis could not be handled 

successfully without the involvement 

of local municipalities, especially not 

if measures are taken against them. He 

said Hungary had the most tight-fisted 

and short-term support system in 

Europe for the hundreds of thousands 

who had lost their jobs as a result of 

the novel coronavirus epidemic. The 

government supports well-financed 

companies and multinationals 

while drawing away resources from 

municipalities that could offer direct 

help to local businesses, he added.

The disputes of recent weeks over 

the imposition of “punitive payments” 

on municipalities and “the Budapest 

tax” were really about whether 

the government would let local 

municipalities offer direct help or not, 

he insisted. Budapest has agreed with 

trade unions to offer training, expanded 

job centres, allowances to firms that 

signed contracts with the metropolitan 

council and its companies, and paid 

10,000 forints each to 10,000 children for 

summer camps, he said. But a budget 

that punishes local municipalities makes 

humane-centred crisis management 

impossible, he added.

The state secretary countered that 

the government has announced a 

job-protection scheme amounting 

to 18-20% of GDP “unique in Europe”. 

Thanks to the government’s efforts, 

so far more than one million jobs 

have been rescued and next year’s 

budget will be approved with the 

same objective. This involves phasing 

in 13th month pensions, strengthened 

family support, a wage support 

scheme and measures to cut taxes 

and red tape, as well as an investment 

scheme potentially benefitting “tens 

of thousands of companies”, he said. 

Orbán said cooperation was needed 

to handle the fallout of the epidemic 

and it was unacceptable to engage 

in party political battles instead of 

focusing on working together. He 

said the government regarded local 

municipalities as partners, adding that 

the epidemic could not be successfully 

overcome without their cooperation.

SOCIALISTS ACCUSE GOVT 
OF ABUSING CRISIS TO 
UNDERMINE DEMOCRACY

The opposition Socialists have accused 

the government and the Fidesz-

controlled parliament of having enacted 

measures during the novel coronavirus 

epidemic “that had nothing to do with 

the response efforts” but were rather 

aimed at “crushing what’s left of our 

democratic institutions”. “Because of 

the outcome of last October’s local 

government elections, those in power 

launched a brutal attack against the 

local council system, the first victim of 

which was Budapest,” Zsolt Molnár, the 

party’s Budapest leader, told an online 

press conference. The cabinet has also 

mounted an attack against the freedom 

of expression, he said, arguing that it 

had blocked every public data request 

filed by civil groups or the opposition 

“and ignores deadlines”. Tightening 

criminal liability for scare-mongering 

“can also be interpreted as a brutal 

attack on the freedom of expression 

and the few democratic institutions we 

have left”, Molnár added. He called it 

“unacceptable” that financial institutions 

were still investing their tax rebates in 

prestige or sports projects, and accused 

the government of “appropriating the 

tourism industry to develop hotel chains 

in the hands of Fidesz’s associates”.

HUNGARY PMI RISES 
CLOSER TO 50 THRESHOLD

Hungary’s seasonally adjusted Purchasing 

Managers Index (PMI) rose to 47 points 

in June from 40.7 in May, continuing 

to improve after plunging in March, 

Halpim, the company that compiles the 

index, said. An index value above 50 

shows expansion in the manufacturing 

sector, while a value under 50 signals 

contraction. Among the sub-indices that 

comprise the PMI, the new orders index 

“rose moderately” from May but was still 

under the 50-point mark.

FILM INSTITUTE: 
HUNGARIAN FILM 
INDUSTRY ATTRACTS 
RECORD-HIGH SPENDING 
IN 2019

Hungary’s film industry attracted a 

record-breaking 164.4 billion forints 

(EUR 465m) direct spending last year, 
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50% up from the previous year, the 

National Film Institute (NFI) said. The 

annual volume of film productions in 

Hungary exceeded 100 billion forints 

for the fourth time in a row, it added. 

International productions accounted 

for 94% of the total spending last year. 

Of the 319 productions registered in 

the year, 228 were Hungarian, eight 

were co-productions and 83 were 

international productions, it said.

The biggest production, with a 

spend of 14 billion forints, was TNT’s 

The Alienist: Angel of Darkness, the 

second season of the Emmy-winning 

show, starring Dakota Fanning, Luke 

Evans and Daniel Bruhl. Showtime’s 

action-series sci-fi Halo, planned to 

premiere next year, had a budget 

exceeding 12 billion forints. Netflix’s 

series Shadow and Bones had a 

7 billion forint budget and the 

biographical feature Harry Haft 

(Baltimore Pictures, Bron Media Corp) 

was also 7 billion forints.

NFI board chairman Csaba Káel, who 

is also government commissioner for 

developing Hungary’s motion picture 

industry, said that Hungary continued 

to be the most popular filming location 

on the continent, with experienced 

professionals and world-class studios. 

“During the state of emergency caused by 

the epidemic we were continually working 

towards enabling the restart of the film 

industry, with full capacity and without 

delay,” he said, noting that the sector 

employs some 20,000 people including 

domestic and international productions.

A primary aim is to maintain the 

competitiveness of Hungary’s film 

industry, Káel said. The expansion 

of a studio complex in Fót is a 

development of special significance, 

he said, adding that the project has 

entered the planning phase as part 

of the government’s economic 

protection action plan. Hungary 

offers a 30% tax rebate for film and TV 

productions, based on expenditures 

in the country, but the rebate can 

reach 37.5% through the addition of 

qualifying non-Hungarian costs.

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY 
TO SUPPORT GREEN NGOS 
WITH HUF 70 M

Some fifty green NGOs will get the 

chance each year to receive funding 

from the Ministry of Agriculture 

under a project dubbed Green 

Spring for which 70 million forints 

(EUR 200,000) have been allocated in 

2020. The ministry said applications 

for funding have been invited for 

protecting natural assets, efficient 

and sustainable use of resources 

and improving the environmental 

conditions for human health. The 

end of the state of emergency caused 

by the novel coronavirus will now 

enable the assessment of more than 

a hundred applications for funding 

from associations and foundations 

that promote or help implement the 

national environmental protection 

scheme, the ministry said. The minister 

of agriculture will pick the winners 

based on proposals by an assessment 

committee and every applicant will 

receive average 1-1.2 million forints.

GOVT EXPANDS SUPPORT 
FOR TRANSCARPATHIAN 
HUNGARIANS

The Hungarian government is expanding 

the scope of its 2.56 billion forints (EUR 

7.2m) support scheme for Hungarian 

communities in Transcarpathia to 

Hungarians in almost all walks of life, a 

government official said. The scheme 

offers support for teachers working 

in Hungarian, music and art teachers, 

health-care workers, media employees 

and performers and librarians working 

in Hungarian, Árpád János Potápi said. 

It has now been expanded to fund the 

work of children’s homes employees and 

coaches, as well as Hungarian clergymen, 

he said. Hungarian communities in 

Transcarpathia, in western Ukraine, are 

among the most vulnerable, Potápi 

said, pledging that the Hungarian 

government will do everything in its 

power to enable them to make a living 

in their homelands. The scheme was 

launched in 2015 with a budget of 791 

million forints, Potápi noted. By 2020, 

the funding increased to 2.56 billion, 

he added. The scheme provided one-

off wage supplements to some 15,000 

people in 2019, he said.

László Brenzovics, head of the 

Transcarpathian Hungarian Cultural 

Association, thanked the Hungarian 

government for its support, saying 

that without it, the world economic 

crisis and the military conflict in 

eastern Ukraine would have made 

it impossible to maintain Hungarian 

institutions in the region.
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FINMIN OFFICIAL: 
ONLINE TAX RETURNS 
SYSTEM APPLIES TO ALL 
BUSINESSES FROM NOW ON

The government has expanded 

its online tax accounting system, 

heralding a new era in tax returns 

and efforts to whiten the economy, a 

finance ministry official has told MTI 

in an interview. From July 1, online 

invoicing will provide the basis for 

VAT refunds made by the tax office 

and will help in the fight against the 

black economy, Norbert Izer, the 

state secretary for taxation, said. The 

extension of the real-time Online 

Invoice system is of “huge significance” 

since the possibility of tax evasion, 

even by the smallest businesses, can 

be reduced to a minimum, he said.

Estimates indicate that online data 

reporting has added 200-250 billion 

forints (EUR 560m-700m) in revenue 

in a single year, he said, adding that 

the system’s expansion could add a 

further tens of billions of forints. The 

tax authority NAV will not penalise 

non-compliance until Sept. 30 if 

businesses joining the system in the 

meantime register with NAV before 

issuing their first invoice. The number 

of people registering has increased 

by around 30%, he said. By June 

29, more than 711,000 people had 

already registered. Izer said even by 

international comparison, Hungary’s 

online tax system was “exemplary”, 

helping to curb VAT fraud and 

encourage businesses to go digital. 

Also, NAV will prepare a draft VAT return 

for domestic businesses after receiving 

the data online, he added.

LEADERS OF TAX FRAUD 
RING ARRESTED

Two people were arrested in 

Hungary, suspected of defrauding 

the Hungarian state of 9.7 million 

euros, the European Union agency 

for criminal justice cooperation, 

Eurojust, said. The two led a criminal 

organisation which bought basic 

food products, mainly oil and 

sugar, in Croatia and sold it in 

Hungary without paying taxes, 

Eurojust said. The arrests were a 

result of a coordinated operation of 

Hungarian, Slovak, Austrian, Czech 

and Serbian authorities, which 

involved 110 police and 33 house 

searches, the body said.

250KG WW2 BOMB FOUND 
IN W HUNGARY

A 250 kg WWII bomb was found 

near a factory on the outskirts of 

the town of Bük in western Hungary, 

an army official said. The British-

made bomb is equipped with an 

ignitor at its front and rear end, the 

removal of which requires special 

operation, the spokeswoman of 

the army’s explosives unit told MTI. 

Coordination talks on handling the 

device is still ongoing with the local 

defence committee, factory officials 

and the army, Zita Markovics said.


