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The August 20 national holiday celebrations may go ahead pending an assessment of the coronavirus situation, the prime 

minister’s chief of staff, Gergely Gulyás, said. Holding the celebrations would help revive the economy, he said, noting that 

the catering industry, musicians and event organisers were heavily impacted by the epidemic. He said 120,000-130,000 

people lost their jobs during the epidemic, adding that the government aims to create at least as many jobs as were lost. 

The number of active jobseekers fell last week, he noted, adding that the government was ready to provide employment 

for jobseekers if necessary. 

Meanwhile, in a bid to crack down on tax cheats, the government is changing rules governing the Itemised Tax for Small 

Businesses (KATA) from next year Gulyás announced. KATA taxpayers who invoice a single company will have to pay a 40% 

tax on income above 3 million forints. The flat monthly 50,000 forint payment will still apply to those who invoice multiple 

entities as long as annual income does not exceed 12 million forints.

The government is considering relaxing restrictions on holding large-scale events 
from the middle of next month.

GOVT MuLLS FuRTHeR eASInG

Agriculture Minister István nagy 
opens new stretch of M15 motorway 
in nW Hungary

Coronavirus updates

M
TI

/ T
ib

or
 R

os
ta

Wolf cubs at Körösvölgyi Zoo in Szarvas
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HunGARY, 
uKRAIne TO ReOPen ALL 
ROAD BORDeR  
CROSSInGS On MOn

Hungary and Ukraine will reopen all 

five of their road border crossings 

by Monday morning, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks 

with Dmytro Kuleba, his Ukrainian 

counterpart, and following the first 

meeting of the Hungarian-Ukrainian 

inter-governmental economic mixed 

committee in seven years, on which 

the two ministers signed a protocol. 

The border crossings will reopen 

with the current travel regulations 

remaining in place, Szijjártó said. The 

decision comes after László Brenzovics, 

head of the Transcarpathian Hungarian 

Cultural Association, asked Budapest 

to reopen all the border crossings 

between the two countries with a 

view to easing the burden on the sole 

crossing station that had been open up 

until now between Záhony and Csap. 

The Ukrainian government has agreed 

to this, Szijjártó said, adding that 

border officials were discussing the 

technical aspects of the reopenings.

Kuleba said Thursday’s meeting had 

also served to lay the groundwork for 

the prime ministerial summit between 

Hungarian premier Viktor Orbán 

and Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zelensky. 

Kuleba said Kiev was interested in 

a productive meeting between the 

two leaders at the summit it wants 

to organise next month. The protocol 

signed on Thursday will serve as the 

basis for a memorandum the two 

premiers will sign at the summit, he 

added.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó underlined the 

importance of handling the dispute 

regarding the rights of the country’s 

ethnic Hungarian community to 

education and the use of their mother 

tongue “in a civilised manner so that 

the issue does not hurt bilateral 

cooperation in other areas”. “In the 

interest of maintaining a continued 

dialogue we’ve agreed to organise 

meetings of the inter-governmental 

mixed committees dealing with 

education and minority affairs, and 

we hope to get closer to resolving 

the issues that have led to disputes 

between the two countries,” Szijjártó 

said.

Hungary’s Eximbank has opened 

a 62 million dollar credit line to 

help promote bilateral business 

cooperation. “In addition we will also 

maintain a 50 million dollar credit line 

that we had offered to Ukraine for road 

renovations in Transcarpathia,” Szijjártó 

said.

The minister also urged the 

elimination of bureaucratic obstacles 

to the opening of a new border 

crossing between Nagyhódos and 

Velyka Palad (Nagypalád). He noted 

that Hungary will extend its M3 

motorway to the Ukrainian border 

by 2023 and that Kiev had promised 

to build a highway that reaches the 

border by then. Szijjártó also said that 

Hungary is prepared to cooperate with 

Ukraine on flood protection measures 

on the river Tisza.

euROPeAn COuRT’S 
PROPOSAL COnCeRnInG 
HunGARY TRAnSIT ZOneS 
‘DeVOID OF PuRPOSe’

The Hungarian government considers 

a proposal by the advocate general of 

the Court of Justice of the European 

Union concerning migrant transit 

zones in Hungary “devoid of purpose” 

since the zones in question are “no 

longer in place”, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga told MTI.

Priit Pikamae published his proposal 

earlier in the day, as part of a European 

infringement procedure against 

Hungary, concerning transit zones on 

the Hungary-Serbia border, as well as 

Hungary’s asylum procedures.

The proposal, Varga said, follows an 

earlier European ruling which said that 

keeping illegal migrants in the zones 

qualifies as detention, therefore “it 

does not provide new information”. 

She added that the Hungarian 

government had closed down the 

transit zones in the wake of that 

ruling. “The Hungarian government 

will continue protecting the borders 

of Hungary and Europe, and will do 

everything to prevent the emergence 

of international migrant corridors,” 

Varga said.

Meanwhile, Varga said a conference 

on the future of Europe, initiated by 

the European Commission presented 

“an exceptional opportunity to bring 

the EU closer to its citizens” and “close 

the gap between the people and 

European institutions”. Whereas the 
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pandemic had “reshuffled priorities”, 

the bloc should not “forget about its 

vision of a stronger Europe”, she said. 

Hungary believes in a strong European 

Union based on strong members, 

Varga said, adding the EU “must 

preserve its diverse nature, including 

its Judeo-Christian roots and values.”

FOunDATIOnS 
‘enHAnCe unIVeRSITIeS’ 
AuTOnOMY’

Universities governed by foundations 

will enjoy greater autonomy from the 

government, the prime minister’s chief 

of staff, Gergely Gulyás, said at a regular 

press briefing, commenting on the 

expansion of a scheme to place certain 

universities on a semi-private footing. 

At the same time, the prime minister’s 

presence on the board of trustees of 

some of these foundations could be 

of help to the universities, he added.

An MP of opposition Jobbik has 

demanded that government revamp 

of higher education should not curb 

universities’ autonomy. Koloman 

Brenner said the idea of delegating 

ministers to the boards of those 

foundations was unacceptable. The 

government, he said, is obliged to 

ensure equal access. Curbing such 

freedoms “invokes the darkest times 

of communism,” he added.

GOVT ‘COMMITTeD  
TO PReSS FReeDOM’

Commenting on reports that news 

portal Index may come under 

increasing pressure to toe the 

government’s line following the 

resignation of is chief executive, 

the prime minister’s chief of staff, 

Gergely Gulyás, said the government 

was committed to upholding press 

freedom guaranteed by the country’s 

constitution and media law. Gulyás 

underlined the importance of a 

diverse media landscape, saying that 

he believed Hungary had greater 

media diversity than western European 

countries.

ALL BIDS FOR LOCAL 
FunDInG ASSeSSeD 
IMPARTIALLY 

Regarding the outcome of bids for 

tourism funding whereby Fidesz-led 

local councils exclusively won, the 

prime minister’s chief of staff, Gergely 

Gulyás, said the Hungarian Tourism 

Agency (MTU) had been expected 

to assess all bids on the basis of 

professional criteria. He added that 

hotels in particular needed support, 

noting that the industry had lost out 

on 3-4 months’ worth of business.

Meanwhile, on the subject of left-

wing districts requesting that the 

state compensate them for their 

losses incurred during the epidemic, 

Gulyás said the losses sustained by 

local councils were “relatively modest” 

compared with those incurred by the 

state.

Asked about the Budapest city 

assembly’s decision to set up a 

committee to investigate suspected 

cases of corruption in recent years, 

Gulyás said: “Any one is free to 

investigate anything” and wished the 

committee “good luck”.

Concerning the port and logistics 

base Hungary is establishing in 

Trieste, Gulyás said helping Hungarian 

businesses get their products out onto 

the markets would boost foreign trade. 

The government has so far paid off 25 

million euros of the 31 million euro 

sales price for the 32 hectare plot, he 

said.

Asked if the forint’s weakening 

after the central bank’s base rate 

cut earlier this week presented a 

risk to the economy, Gulyás said 

the government did not interfere 

with the bank’s monetary policy. 

Responding to a question about 

the euro zone, Gulyás said the 

government had not yet made a 

decision on whether or not to adopt 

the common currency. Though 

Hungary meets the requirements, 

the government is well aware of 

problems caused by the currency’s 

introduction elsewhere, he said.

COROnAVIRuS - One DIeS, 
nuMBeR OF InFeCTIOnS 
RISeS BY nIne

A 39-year-old patient with 

underlying illnesses died in the 

past 24 hours and the number 

of registered infections rose 9 to 

4,123, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Thursday morning. Fully 577 people 

have died and 2,640 have made a 

recovery, while the number of active 

infections stands at 906. Altogether 
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3,041 people are in official home 

quarantine and 265,129 tests have 

been carried out. A total of 182 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

13 of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

38% of active infections, 60% of 

fatalities and 48% of recoveries have 

taken place in Budapest.

OFFICIAL: GOVT ‘WAnTeD 
TO AVOID DeATHS Due  
TO LACK OF VenTILATORS’

The government ordered a large 

number of ventilators at the 

outbreak of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic because “we wanted to 

avoid a situation seen in several 

Western countries where doctors 

had to select patients to put on a 

ventilator, determining who could 

live and who should die”, foreign 

ministry state secretary Tamás 

Menczer told public television. 

Contingency plans called for the 

purchase of 10,000 ventilators but 

more were ordered to be on the 

safe side, he said, adding that the 

government had spent 300 billion 

forints (EUR 851m). Anything surplus 

to Hungary’s needs will be resold. 

Some countries in Africa and Asia 

have indicated their interest in 

buying, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HunGARY 
BACKS un SPeCIAL 
SeSSIOn On PAnDeMIC

Hungary supports a proposal 

by the Azeri government for the 

UN General Assembly to hold an 

extraordinary session on the handling 

of the novel coronavirus pandemic, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

on Facebook, noting that Azeri 

counterpart Elmar Mammadyarov had 

informed him about the initiative, and 

he considered it a sensible proposal. 

The handling of the pandemic is a 

global task calling for coordinated 

measures and mutual support, he 

added. Coordination could take place, 

for instance, in building strategic 

capacities as well as developing and 

manufacturing equipment for health 

protection, he said. Hungary supports 

the call for an extraordinary session 

and has already informed the UN 

Secretary General accordingly, he said.

HunGARY ReADIeS OWn 
COVID-19 TeSTInG KIT

Hungary has finished developing 

a prototype of its own Covid-19 

testing kit that will be “significantly 

more precise” than any of the rapid 

tests currently in use, the human 

resources minister said. The new 

Covid-19 test requires a blood test 

and the result is available within a 

few hours. Production of the testing 

kits will begin within a few weeks. By 

developing the testing kit, Hungary 

has also found a method that can 

serve as a basis for the development 

of a novel coronavirus vaccine, Miklós 

Kásler told a press conference. Cecilía 

Müller, the chief medical officer, said 

that after successfully isolating and 

reproducing the novel coronavirus, 

virologists were now examining 

its genetic makeup in an effort to 

identify the strains that have been 

spreading in Hungary.

BuDAPeST BAnS AuG 20 
FIReWORKS  
On CHAIn BRIDGe

Budapest’s metropolitan council has 

banned the use of the city’s landmark 

Chain Bridge for state celebrations 

and fireworks marking the August 20 

national holiday, citing corrosion of 

its iron components. Also a 30km/h 

speed limit will apply on the 171-year-

old bridge. A public procurement for 

revamping the structure will be put 

out in the next few weeks, a council 

official said.


