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Fidesz and Christian Democrat MEPs have slammed a decision in the European Parliament to issue a statement in support 

of anti-racist demonstrators in connection with the Black Lives Matter movement, saying leftist and liberal EP groups had 

expressed support for “extremist and violent” movements. In a statement, the group representing Hungary’s ruling parties 

condemned attempts to “simplify history and rewrite the past”, saying that vandalising statues evoked the worst excesses 

of the communist era. Further, the Fidesz-led group condemned the European People’s Party (EPP) for “giving into left-wing 

pressure” by backing a decision based on “one-sided, leftist extremist logic”. Whereas it is right for the EPP to condemn all 

forms of racism, “it should not justify violence or any ideological denial of our common historical past,” the statement said.

Fidesz and Christian Democrat MEPs deplore the excessive police action that resulted in a fatality, but they trust that the 

perpetrators will be brought to justice, the statement added.

Fidesz MEPs have slammed EP ‘left-liberals’ for supporting ‘extremists’ by expressing 
sympathy for in the Black Lives Matter demos.

FIDeSZ: eP BACKInG ‘eXTReMISTS’

Coronavirus updates

Parliament’s justice committee meets

M
TI

/A
tt

ila
 B

al
áz

s

Weddings restart after coronavirus epidemic in Kállósemjén (E Hungary)
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FInAnCe MInISTeR: 
OPeRATIVe BOARD FOR 
PROTeCTInG eCOnOMY 
eSTABLISHeD

Managing the coronavirus crisis has 

cost Hungary 1,400 billion forints 

(EUR 4.04bn) so far, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said in an interview to 

the Saturday issue of the daily Magyar 

Nemzet, adding that an operative 

board in charge of protecting the 

economy is being set up to streamline 

regulations that may act as a drag on 

economic growth. Hungarian firms 

will benefit from the establishment 

of an operational board in charge of 

protecting the economy, he said. It 

will comprise representatives from 

8-10 state authorities such as the tax 

office, the consumer protection office 

and the state treasury, and is scheduled 

to hold its first meeting next week.

Varga noted that the government 

has established a 633 billion forint 

fund to cover health-related expenses, 

and 480 billion forints of this has been 

tapped so far. Fully 904 billion forints 

of the 923 billion forint fund for job 

protection and investment support has 

been spent so far. None of this includes 

the costs of temporary tax forgiveness 

or reductions as well as a moratorium 

on paying back loans. Fully 9,000 billion 

forints, or 20% of GDP, is being spent 

on mitigating the health and economic 

effects of the epidemic.

The economy protection fund in 

next year’s budget is worth 2,500 

billion forints, while 3,000 billion 

will cover the health insurance and 

epidemic protection funds, he said.

Varga said work was under way to 

restructure Hungary’s hospitals, adding 

that hospitals had built up unsustainable 

debts, distorting the health-care supply 

market. This issue can be addressed with 

government subsidies for health-care 

investments, he added.

The minister said the economy was 

likely to contract by around 3% this 

year, while the budget deficit was 

expected to exceed 3.8%. Public debt, 

meanwhile, may just tip above 70% of 

GDP once more. The primary focus will 

continue to be jobs and stabilising the 

economy, Varga said. A single-digit 

personal income tax continues to be 

among the government’s long-term 

plans, he added.

COROnAVIRuS - eIGHT 
MORe InFeCTIOnS, nO 
DeATHS

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary increased by 

eight to 4,094 in the past 24 hours 

and no fatalities were recorded, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Sunday 

morning. Fully, 2,589 Covid-19 patients 

have made a recovery and there are 

935 people who have active infections. 

There are 185 coronavirus patients in 

hospital, 15 of whom are on ventilators. 

Altogether, 39% of active infections, 

60% of deaths and 48% of recoveries 

have taken place in Budapest. Fully, 

4,490 people are in official home 

quarantine and the number of tests 

conducted stands at 256,326.

The state of emergency has been 

lifted and medical preparedness 

measures are in effect. The threat of 

an epidemic has not disappeared 

and basic protection measures are 

still needed, the website said, adding 

that it is still compulsory to wear a face 

mask in shops and on public transport.

Most infections have taken place 

in Budapest (1,943), followed by Pest 

County (604) and the countries of Fejér 

(376), Komárom-Esztergom (301) and 

Zala (260). Békés and Tolna counties have 

had the least with 13 infections each.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ROMAnIAn 
PReSIDenT PuRPOSeLY 
HARMS HunGARY-
ROMAnIA COOPeRATIOn

The Romanian president deliberately 

harming Hungarian-Romanian 

cooperation by preventing the 

opening of a new border crossing 

between the two countries, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said, reacting 

on Facebook to a constitutional 

appeal submitted by Klaus Iohannis 

against the law on establishing a new 

border crossing between Kübekháza 

and Baba Veche (Óbéb). “Romania’s 

president is unfortunately an extremely 

anti-Hungarian politician,” Szijjártó 

said. Iohannis has been “continually 

involving Hungary and the Hungarian 

government into the Romanian 

election campaign”. His appeal prevents 

something that is equally important to 

Romanians and Hungarians, Szijjártó 

said. The minister expressed Hungary’s 

continued commitment to developing 
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bilateral relations which serve the 

interests of ethnic Hungarians in 

Transylvania and Szeklerland, too.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: eu-TuRKeY 
eCOnOMIC COOPeRATIOn 
SeRVeS HunGARY, TuRKeY 
InTeReSTS

Developing economic cooperation 

between the European Union and Turkey 

also serves the interests of Hungary and 

Turkey, the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade said. After talks with Turkey’s Trade 

Minister Ruhsar Pekcan, Péter Szijjártó 

said on Facebook that he had thanked 

the Turkish government for approving 

exports of protective gear to Hungary 

even during the “worst period of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic”. The two 

politicians agreed that developing 

Turkish-EU economic cooperation 

coincided with both countries’ national 

interests. “That’s why I have been 

encouraging the European Commission 

to reach trade agreements and that we 

should try to avoid the introduction of 

new custom fees,” Szijjártó said, adding 

that Hungary as an export-oriented 

economy has a vested interest in 

removing as many obstacles to trade 

as possible.

FIDeSZ MePS: eP 
ReSOLuTIOn ‘HARSH 
ATTACK’ AGAInST 
CZeCH RePuBLIC’S 
InDePenDenCe

The European Parliament’s latest 

resolution concerning Czech 

Prime Minister Andrej Babiš, 

which condemns alleged financial 

abuses by companies controlled 

by the prime minister and his 

alleged conflict of interest before 

the conclusion of an ongoing 

investigation, constitutes a “harsh 

attack” against the independence 

of the Czech Republic, the European 

lawmakers of the ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance said. 

The European Parliament is using 

the resolution for a clear and 

targeted attack against a member 

state, ignoring its sovereignty, the 

presumption of innocence and 

the principle of fair procedure, 

they said. The EP has created an 

unprecedented and dangerous 

precedent by launching an attack 

against the prime minister of an 

EU member state on the basis of 

politically motivated rumours, the 

Fidesz-led MEPs said. The procedure 

discredits the European Parliament, 

and undermines its trustful 

cooperation with the member 

states, the lawmakers said. The EP 

resolutions of this kind are violating 

the rule of law, they said.

GuLYÁS: unIFIeD HeALTH-
CARe SYSTeM ADVAnTAGe 
In CRISIS

Hungary’s unified health-care 

system has proven to be an 

advantage in a crisis, Gergely Gulyás, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said in an interview to 

public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. 

The unified health inventory 

management under the hospital 

command system has also proven 

beneficial, he said.

In addition, Gulyás highlighted 

the necessity of cross-ministerial 

coordination, saying the operative 

board had provided the right 

framework accordingly. Gulyás 

said wages in health care had 

risen far higher than for other jobs 

over the past nine years. “Still, we 

lag behind western Europe, so 

further increases are needed,” he 

said. The chamber of doctors, he 

noted, has recommended further 

wage increases combined with a 

crackdown on gratuities.

Regarding opposition criticisms 

of the government’s emergency 

powers and the subsequent medical 

preparedness measures, Gulyás 

accused the opposition of lying 

about the emergency powers that 

have since been revoked. He said the 

opposition then peddled an even 

greater lie concerning the new law 

on epidemiological measures. Until 

there’s a vaccine against the virus, it’s 

in everyone’s common interest to be 

prepared, he added.

On the topic of municipal politics 

in Budapest, Gulyas said István Tarlós, 

the current mayor Gergely Karácsony’s 

predecessor, had left the Budapest 

municipality with 40 billion forints of 

cash in its coffers and 160 billion forints 

of government bonds. Now it holds 

180 billion in government bonds, “so it 

would be hard to say that its liabilities 

exceed its expenditures.”
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KARÁCSOnY: BuDAPeST 
BeCOMeS neT PAYeR TO 
STATe FIRST TIMe In 30 YeARS

Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said that for the 

first time in 30 years, Budapest 

had become a net payer to the 

state budget, which imposes an 

annual burden of around 20,000 

forints (EUR 60) on each resident. 

Karácsony said on Facebook that 

the government had withdrawn 

more resources from Budapest 

than the support granted to 

the city. The mayor said the 

government had imposed a 

“Budapest tax” on the city under 

the pretext that the capital must 

contribute to the costs of ef forts 

to contain the novel coronavirus 

epidemic. Budapest, however, has 

already spent 2.5 billion forints 

on protection, performing tasks 

which, under the ef fective rules 

of law, should have been financed 

from the central budget, he said. 

Additionally, companies run by 

the metropolitan council have 

suffered losses to the tune of 

tens of billion forints during the 

epidemic, Karácsony said. He cited 

the public transport company 

which lost one billion forints each 

week.

DK DeMAnDS InFO 
On HOW MuCH 
GOVT ‘SPenDInG On 
PROPAGAnDA InSTeAD OF 
CRISIS MAnAGeMenT’

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has made a request in the public 

interest for information on how 

much the government has spent 

on “propaganda instead of crisis 

management” since February. DK official 

Judit Földi Rácz, at a press conference, 

estimated that government spending 

on adverts on broadcast and other 

media amounted to billions of forints, 

money, she said, that should have 

been channelled to crisis management 

instead. She said once the invoices were 

made public, Hungarians would see 

plainly that Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

had “lied and let the people down”.

In response, the Government 

Information Centre accused DK of 

failing to vote for the government’s 

medical emergency law and of 

producing a “video scam” with the 

aim of denigrating Hungary.

PALKOVICS: GOVT 
BuILDInG MOTOGP TRACK 
In ne HunGARY

MotoGP motorcycle racing will have a 

new venue in north-eastern Hungary 

thanks to a government investment 

in a new racetrack on the outskirts 

of Hajdúnánás, László Palkovics, the 

minister of innovation and technology, 

said. The 65 billion forint investment 

includes service facilities, training and 

conference centres and a hotel. The 

8-year agreement with Dorna Sports, 

MotoGP’s rights holder, will start in 2023, 

Palkovics said. Such post-coronavirus 

investments can help the economy 

return to growth quickly, he said, adding 

that similar developments would boost 

the region and help it to become a 

new node in Hungary’s automotive 

industry. Palkovics paid tribute to 

world speed champion Gábor Talmácsi, 

who attended the event, for “putting 

Hungary on the map of MotoGP”.

HunGARIAn OLYMPIC 
CTTee Re-eLeCTS 
KRISZTIÁn KuLCSÁR AS 
PReSIDenT

The Hungarian Olympic Committee 

(MOB) has re-elected Krisztián Kulcsár as 

its new president for another four-year 

term. Kulcsár, a former fencer who was the 

sole candidate for the post, was elected 

by the MOB general assembly with 103 

votes for and three against. Addressing the 

event, the state secretary of sports, Tünde 

Szabó, said Hungary had been the last to 

halt sporting life due to the coronavirus 

epidemic and was the first one to restart it.


