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Gergely Gulyás said the special legal order introduced with the state of emergency was lifted after 98 days, and announced 

that shopping time restrictions were no longer in force. The special legal order has been much shorter than in the majority of 

European countries because the government had decided to introduce it in time and taken important restrictive measures 

at an earlier stage of the epidemic than Italy, Belgium and Spain did, he added.

Immediate and effective response was enabled by a special legal order put in place, as well as by a “national unity” created 

“in a new development” without support by the opposition, Gulyás said.

He said the opposition’s “immoral attacks” against staff working on protection, smear-campaigns to discredit Hungary 

abroad and the circulation of “fake videos” had all been “morally unacceptable and degrading acts”. He expressed hope 

that the novel coronavirus would not return but warned that there was a real danger of a second wave. In case a state of 

emergency must be reintroduced, the government would like to have political unity, he said.

Protection efforts against the novel coronavirus epidemic have been effective in Hungary 
and more successful than in many western European countries, the head of the Prime 
Minister’s Office told a regular press briefing.

GULYÁS: HUNGARY COVID-19 RESPONSE EFFECTIVE
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GULYÁS: OPERATIVE 
BOARD TO REMAIN ACTIVE

A state of epidemiological 

preparedness has now been declared 

for six months, to be reviewed after 

three months, Gergely Gulyás, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, told 

a regular press briefing. Shopping times 

reserved for elderly people will be 

discontinued as of Thursday but rules 

on wearing masks will be maintained, 

he said. Wearing masks will provide 

sufficient protection for elderly people 

from now on, he added. The operative 

board will continue to operate and the 

management method for hospitals will 

also be unchanged, he said.

In line with a European Commission 

proposal which coincides with the 

government’s position, borders 

between European Union member 

states should be made crossable 

as soon as possible, he said. At the 

same time, after a temporary stop in 

migration, figures in May were once 

reason for concern, he said, expressing 

hope that the reopening of borders 

will not hinder border protection. 

Gulyás added that Hungary was able 

to defend its borders.

He said Hungary has successfully 

completed the first phase of protection 

and the number of active infections is 

expected to further decrease if people 

observe the rules in place. However, in 

case of any changes, restrictions may 

have to be reintroduced, he added. A 

potential second wave of the epidemic 

might take place in September or 

October, he said. Hot summer weather 

is expected to slow the spread of the 

virus, he added.

GULYÁS: GOVT’S 
ECONOMY PROTECTION 
MEASURES SAVE 1.2 M 
JOBS

The government’s economy 

protection measures implemented 

to counter the effects of the novel 

coronavirus epidemic have saved 

1.2 million jobs in Hungary, Gergely 

Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, told a regular press briefing. The 

lockdown forced by the epidemic has 

seriously hit Hungary’s labour market 

and economic output, he added. 

Economic forecasts for Hungary vary, 

he said, adding that the government’s 

projection based on forecasts by the 

finance ministry is for a recession of 

3%. The epidemic has considerably 

limited the room for manoeuvring in 

next year’s budget, he said.

GULYÁS: BUDAPEST CITY 
COUNCIL ‘GRABBING 
EVERY OPPORTUNITY  
FOR DISPUTE’

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the PM’s 

Office, in response to a question about 

the planned revamp of Budapest’s 

Chain Bridge, said he could not see the 

reason why the project was not being 

started unless it was Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony’s preference to be 

involved in political disputes. Every 

effort is being made to maintain good 

cooperation between the government 

and municipal council but it appears 

the city council is grabbing every 

opportunity for dispute, he added.

Commenting on the proposals 

for spending the costs of the Aug 

20 fireworks on the bridge revamp 

instead, he said a decision must 

first be made, in mid-July, whether 

the fireworks could be held safely. If 

Hungary aims to restart its economy 

and tourism, then holding fireworks in 

Budapest and in cities of county seat 

status around Hungary would rather 

be desirable, he added.

Meanwhile, Gulyás expressed his 

sympathy on behalf of the government 

to the families of deceased Olympic 

champion water polo players György 

Kárpáti and Tibor Benedek and said 

their passing had been an extreme 

loss to Hungarian sports life.

Asked about potential changes to 

the Itemised Tax for Small Businesses 

(KATA), Gulyás said he agreed that it 

would be worthwhile to review the 

structure and eligibility criteria of 

the tax. He added, at the same time, 

that the government was focused 

on ensuring economic stability for 

the time being and has decided 

against any changes to the tax for 

now. Concerning aid to Hungarian 

small businesses in western Ukraine’s 

Transcarpathia region, the PM’s Office 

chief said the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

and Trade was disbursing 25 billion 

forints among Hungarian companies 

that invest beyond the border.

As regards the vandalisation of 

Winston Churchill’s statue in City Park 
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and the Black Lives Matter movement, 

Gulyás said the government agreed 

with Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony that it was wrong to damage 

the statue. He added that the incident 

was “a direct consequence” of the goals 

and actions of Black Lives Matter.

On the topic of a bill aimed 

at preventing a repeat of the 

Gyöngyöspata school segregation 

case, Gulyás said the ruling on the 

compensation payments was binding 

and there “is nothing the government 

can do about it”. But in the event of 

a similar affair in the future, students 

would have to be compensated in 

education, he added. As regards the 

government’s decision to close the 

transit zones on the southern border, 

Gulyás said the government had 

complied with an EU decision which 

he said had contradicted a ruling by 

the European Court of Human Rights. 

Gulyás added that he believed the 

transit zones had been the best and 

most humane solution when it came 

to housing asylum seekers.

GULYÁS: EUROPE SET 
FOR NEW DEBATE ON 
DISTRIBUTION OF 
MIGRANTS

Addressing a regular press briefing, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said Europe was on 

the verge of a new debate concerning 

the distribution of migrants under 

Germany’s upcoming EU presidency. 

Gulyás emphasised that the Visegrad 

Group countries would not take in 

any migrants. He said most politicians 

commenting on the issue appeared 

to respect this position and were 

expecting “flexible solidarity”. He said 

hotspots were another option for the 

placement of asylum seekers until their 

applications are reviewed. Hungary 

cannot be expected to comply with any 

rules that go beyond the humanitarian 

laws laid out in the Geneva Conventions, 

he said, adding that there were some 

800 people in Hungary who have been 

granted refugee status.

In response to questions about health 

care, Gulyás said the government 

has asked the Ministry of Human 

Resources to do a calculation of the 

amount of funding hospitals require 

for performing surgeries that had to 

be postponed due to the epidemic. 

The government is prepared to provide 

financial aid to the sector, he added.

Asked about a potential overhaul 

of the health-care sector, Gulyás said 

the government was not approaching 

the matter from the point of view of 

hospital bed capacity. The issue, he 

said, was not that there were too many 

beds, but rather that they were not 

distributed properly, so some beds may 

be reallocated among departments.

On the subject of criticisms levelled 

at Chief Medical Officer Cecília Müller, 

Gulyás slammed the attacks he said 

had “aimed to drag the chief medical 

officer into politics”. He praised Müller’s 

work, adding that he believed the chief 

medical officer was worthy of an award.

Asked about the situation at the 

retirement home on Pesti Road, in 

Budapest’s eastern suburbs, Gulyás 

said an inspection of the facility after 

a surge of coronavirus cases there 

had found that the home’s operator 

bore responsibility for several hygiene 

breaches at the home. The Metropolitan 

Council, however, appealed the decision 

and the matter will have to be resolved 

in court, he added. On another subject, 

Gulyás said the public education sector 

had demonstrated during the epidemic 

that it can handle online classes. He 

expressed hope that there would not 

be a need to close schools during a 

second wave, adding, however, that it 

was important for the sector to be ready 

to transition to online classes if needed.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: PREVENTING 
NEW MIGRATION WAVES 
KEY

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

underlined the importance of 

preventing more waves of migrants 

from setting off towards Europe due 

to the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Speaking to MTI after talks in Malta, 

Szijjártó said that because of its 

size and geographical location, 

the island country was one of the 

European Union’s most vulnerable 

member states when it comes to 

illegal migration. Malta is therefore 

especially worried about the effect of 

the pandemic on migration, he added.

The pandemic could easily trigger 

new migration waves, Szijjártó said, 

arguing that coronavirus could have 

a serious negative impact on countries 

that already had weak economies and 

underdeveloped health-care systems.
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While it is crucial to prevent new 

migration waves from Africa and Asia 

from reaching Europe, it has to be said 

that Europe is currently “completely 

unprotected” from the south, the 

minister insisted. He said migrants 

from Libya were practically free to 

make their way to Europe’s ports with 

the help of “human smuggling rings 

aided by NGOs”. Illegal migrants must 

be prevented from boarding vessels 

in Libya in the first place, Szijjártó said.

This requires strengthening Libya’s 

coast guard, he said, adding that this 

required financial support from the 

part of Europe and the establishment 

of a coordination centre in Malta. 

Unless Europe does this, it will remain 

unprotected from new migration 

waves, he said.

Concerning bilateral ties, he said Malta 

was an important partner for Hungary, 

noting that some 8,300 Hungarian 

students have signed up for English-

language programmes there. Hungary 

has also opened a consular office in 

Malta to help students and tourists 

visiting the island, he added. Meanwhile, 

Szijjártó said Malta was planning to 

reopen its borders from July 1.

The two countries also cooperate 

in the protection of Middle Eastern 

Christian communities and have 

agreed to take joint action to help 

them stay in their homelands, he said.

CJEU RULES AGAINST 
HUNGARIAN NGO LAW

The Court of Justice of the European 

Union (CJEU) ruled that the restrictions 

imposed by Hungary on the financing 

of civil organisations by persons 

established outside Hungary do not 

comply with EU law. The European 

Commission referred Hungary to 

the CJEU over the legislation, which 

requires NGOs to make full disclosure 

of foreign funding over 7.2 million 

forints (EUR 208,700), late in 2017.

The CJEU found that the obligations 

of registration, declaration and 

publication and the penalties 

provided for under the “Transparency 

Law”, viewed together, constitute 

a restriction on the free movement 

of capital. In addition, the measures 

which it lays down are such as to create 

a climate of distrust with regard to 

those associations and foundations.

The Court agreed with Hungary that 

increasing transparency in respect of 

the financing of associations may be 

considered to be an overriding reason in 

the public interest but said that Hungary 

has not demonstrated why the objective 

warrants the measures specifically 

implemented by the legislation.

The measures apply indiscriminately 

with regard to any financial support 

exceeding a certain threshold and to 

all the organisations falling within the 

scope of that law, instead of targeting 

those which are genuinely likely to 

have a significant influence on public 

life and public debate, the Court said.

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, said at a weekly 

press briefing on Thursday when asked 

about the ruling that Hungary has 

always respected the decisions of the 

CJEU in the past and will do so in the 

future. Gulyás said the government still 

needs to examine the ruling in detail 

but said that it was heartening that the 

court agreed with the government’s 

goal of increasing transparency at 

NGOs so only the tools with which to 

achieve this need to be changed.

Judit Varga, the justice minister, 

said the Hungarian government 

was committed to ensuring the 

transparency of NGOs. This is the aim of 

Hungary’s law on the foreign funding 

of civil groups, she said, adding that 

Thursday’s ruling had confirmed the 

law’s legitimacy. The government 

maintains that the requirement for 

civil groups to register and declare 

their registration as foreign-backed 

groups has not made it more difficult 

for them to operate or receive funding, 

Varga said, adding that the CJEU had 

not cited any data or evidence that 

would indicate that this was not the 

case. “Society rightfully expects civil 

groups to operate in a transparent 

manner when it comes to the sources 

of their funding,” the minister said. “The 

government, taking into consideration 

the court’s ruling, will provide the 

necessary tools for this.”

GOVT INTRODUCES 
STATE OF ‘PANDEMIC 
PREPAREDNESS’

Hungary’s government has introduced 

a state of “pandemic preparedness” 

across the entire country with the 

declaration of a “health crisis”, a decree 

published in the latest issue of the 

official gazette Magyar Közlöny shows.
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The decree came into force on 

Thursday, the day after a state of 

emergency decreed on March 11 

to contain the spread of the novel 

coronavirus ended.

The government will review the 

necessity of the state of pandemic 

preparedness every three months, 

according to the decree which will 

remain in force until December 18, 

2020.

ONE PATIENT DIES, 4,079 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY

An elderly patient with underlying 

illnesses has died in the past 24 hours, 

bringing the total number of Covid-19 

fatalities to 568, while registered novel 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

have increased by one to 4,079, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday 

morning. Fully 2,564 hospitalised 

patients have made a recovery. The 

number of active infections has 

dropped to 947. Thirty-nine percent 

of the active cases, 60% of the 

fatalities and 48% of full recoveries 

are in Budapest, the site said. Fully 

199 Covid-19 patients are undergoing 

treatment in hospital, 15 of whom are 

on ventilators. Altogether 7,092 are in 

official home quarantine. The number 

of tests carried out stands at 245,598.

Parliament on Tuesday voted to lift 

the state of emergency related to the 

coronavirus epidemic and created the 

legal basis for maintaining a state of 

epidemiological preparedness with 

restrictions lifted or eased.

Budapest (1,934 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (597) and Fejér County 

(376). Békés County (13) has the lowest 

number.

FIDESZ OFFICIAL URGES 
RENOVATION OF CHAIN 
BRIDGE

The condition of the Chain Bridge 

is deteriorating, its renovation must 

begin without delay, the leader of 

ruling Fidesz’s Budapest chapter said.

Zsolt Láng told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio that pieces in the 

bridge’s structure might start to 

come off posing danger to ship 

traffic and vehicles on the riverbank, 

citing reports by experts. He said that 

Gergely Karácsony, the city’s mayor, 

had agreed in January to go ahead 

with the iconic bridge’s renovation, but 

has failed to take any concrete steps 

on the matter ever since. Láng said 

Karácsony “is using the Chain Bridge 

as a political tool in the fight against 

the government”.

The Chain Bridge is a landmark 

of Budapest, it is the mayor’s 

responsibility to immediately start 

its renovation, Láng said. He said the 

government has already earmarked 

6 billion forints (EUR 07.3m) for 

the project in addition to the 17.3 

billion set aside by István Tarlós, 

the previous mayor. “The Budapest 

municipality has a budget of 300 

billion forints which means it has 

sufficient resources to start the 

renovation,” Láng said.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY COMMITTED 
TO HEALTH-CARE 
COOPERATION WITH BELT 
AND ROAD COUNTRIES

Hungary will do everything required of 

it to strengthen cooperation between 

its own health-care system and those 

of the other members of China’s 

Belt and Road initiative and to bring 

about effective cooperation in health 

research, the finance minister said after 

a videoconference involving Belt and 

Road countries. Participants in the 

meeting adopted a joint declaration on 

the fight against the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, the finance ministry said 

in a statement. Citing the declaration, 

Mihály Varga said the pandemic 

presented a global challenge which 

required unity, solidarity and a 

multilateral response.

Relations between Hungary and 

China are closer than ever and Hungary 

also aims to expand and strengthen its 

broad partnerships with other Belt and 

Road members as well, the ministry 

quoted Varga as saying. He cited the 

upgrade of the Budapest-Belgrade 

rail line as an example of the level of 

cooperation among different regions, 

saying that it bound China together 

with European countries both inside 

and outside the European Union.

The Belt and Road initiative, 

originally aimed at creating a new “Silk 

Road” of trade links between China 

and Europe, now seeks to promote 

cooperation in the areas of education, 
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media, innovation, intellectual 

property rights and health research. 

Hungary was the first EU member state 

to sign the bilateral agreement on the 

initiative in 2015, the ministry noted.

LMP CALLS FOR GOVT 
CONTRIBUTION TO CHAIN 
BRIDGE REVAMP

The opposition LMP has called on 

the government to make a “decent 

contribution” to the renovation of 

Budapest’s iconic Chain Bridge.

Antal Csárdi, a party lawmaker and 

representative of the Buda castle 

district and inner city, told a press 

conference on Thursday that he would 

submit an amendment proposal to 

transfer 25 billion forints (EUR 72.4m) 

in next year’s central budget for the 

renovation project. The sum will not 

fully cover the costs of revamping 

the bridge and the connected tunnel 

under Castle Hill but it would enable 

the municipality to carry out the 

project, he said. Csárdi said it was 

dangerous to use the bridge in its 

current state and described it as a 

symbol of national unity.

KOVÁCS REJECTS 
XENOPHOBIA,  
ANTI-SEMITISM CHARGES 
IN OPINION PIECE

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary for 

international communications, 

rejected xenophobia and anti-

Semitism accusations published in an 

opinion piece in Israeli daily Haaretz 

earlier this week. Kovács said in his 

opinion piece published by Haaretz on 

Thursday that Yehuda Lukacs’s editorial 

entitled “Why Hungary Loves Soros-

baiting, Nationalist Hatemonger Orban 

So Much” was “condescending and 

exhibiting (...) prejudice, condemning 

an entire nation as xenophobes and 

antisemites.”

Kovács’s opinion piece entitled 

“Orban Proudly Protects Hungary’s 

National Identity and Culture. That’s 

Not Xenophobia” stated that Viktor 

Orbán’s “governments have done more 

than any other Hungarian government 

to address antisemitism and support 

our Jewish community”.

The Hungarian government 

established in 2001 the Memorial 

Day for the Hungarian Victims of the 

Holocaust and the Holocaust Museum, 

he said. During the second Orbán 

government, in 2012, the fundamental 

law entered into force, recognizing 

Hungarian Jewry as an integral part 

of the Hungarian nation, he added.

“The Orban government established 

a zero-tolerance policy on anti-Semitism 

and effectively banned paramilitary 

groups intimidating Jewish and Roma 

citizens,” Kovács said. “Viktor Orban was 

the first prime minister to apologize 

for the sin that Hungary committed 

in failing to protect Hungarian Jews 

during the Holocaust,” he added. 

“The Orban government reached an 

agreement with the Claims Conference 

and the Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum, 

and Hungary began to pay what’s 

due,” he said. “It was also the Orban 

government that devoted resources 

to the reconstruction of synagogues, 

Jewish cemeteries and built the first 

new synagogue in 80 years,” he added. 

“It was our government that raised the 

pensions of Holocaust survivors. Jews 

living in Budapest have talked of a ‘Jewish 

renaissance’ now under way,” he said.

Kovács said “there’s a difference 

between xenophobia and taking pride 

in one’s own culture and traditions.” “We 

won’t apologize for doing everything 

we can to preserve and strengthen 

ours, and I suspect that is why so many 

Hungarians love our prime minister,” he 

added concluding his article.

GOVT RAISES LIMIT OF 
BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
SCHEME TO HUF 100 BN

The government has decided to 

double the original limit of the 

“Hungarian High-tech and Green” 

scheme that supports technology 

upgrades by SMEs to 100 billion forints 

(EUR 289.9m) as applications have 

been received for more than double 

the 50 billion forints, Finance Minister 

Mihály Varga said after the meeting 

of the economic cabinet. More than 

4,500 companies have submitted 

applications for a combined 105 billion 

forints in funding. 

The government called tenders 

in the middle of May for a total 

of about 52 billion forints of 

money it rechannelled from EU 

programmes earmarked for economic 

developments, as part of a broader 

plan to protect against the economic 

fallout from the coronavirus pandemic. 
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The grant money may cover up to 70% 

of efficiency-boosting investment 

costs at microbusinesses and SMEs 

that pledge to keep at least 90% of 

their employees on payroll.

The funding in the scheme is 

available to SMEs in Budapest and 

Pest County – where GDP per capita 

is nearly one-and-a-half times the 

EU average – as well as in the rest of 

the country. Application amounts 

are linked to headcount and stand 

at 1.5 million forints per employee 

at businesses with 1-9 people on 

the payroll, at 1 million forints per 

employee at companies with a 

headcount between 10 and 49, and 

at 500,000 forints per employee 

at companies with staff numbers 

between 50 and 249.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU’S 
INDECISIVENESS HINDERS 
INVESTMENT PROMOTION

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

called it unacceptable that the 

European Union had been unable 

to decide for a month and a half 

about cancelling the upper limit 

of investment promotion by the 

state. Szijjártó said that the EU’s 

indecisiveness was all the more 

disappointing because the decision 

would only affect government 

support for investment projects 

rather than EU funds. The 

Hungarian government’s request 

is simply to cancel the 800,000 

euro limit for state investment 

promotion, he added.

WATER POLO LEGEND 
TIBOR BENEDEK DIES 
AGED 47

Three-time Olympic champion water 

polo player Tibor Benedek has died, 

his family told the Hungarian Water 

Polo Association. Benedek, aged 

47, died on Thursday morning after 

a serious illness, the family said. 

Benedek was a mainstay of the 

Golden Team, which triumphed in 

the Olympic tournaments of 2000, 

2004 and 2008. He was national 

coach of the Hungarian men’s water 

polo team between 2013 and 2016. 

Benedek was named Hungarian 

Water Polo Player of the Year in 1992, 

1993, 1994 and 2002. In 2000 he was 

voted into the Hungarian water polo 

team of the century.

THREE-TIME OLYMPIC 
CHAMPION WATER POLO 
PLAYER GYÖRGY KÁRPÁTI 
DIES AT 84

Hungary’s three-time Olympic 

champion water polo player György 

Kárpáti, a holder of the “Athlete of 

the Nation” title, has died after a 

long illness aged 84. His death was 

announced by the Association of 

Immortal Hungarian Athletes.

Kárpáti would have celebrated his 

85th birthday on June 23. He won 

an Olympic gold medal in Helsinki 

in 1952, in Melbourne in 1956 and 

in Tokyo in 1964, and an Olympic 

bronze in Rome in 1960, making him 

the most successful Hungarian player 

in his branch of sport.


