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Engine and vehicle production resumed at the Audi plant on Monday. Orbán said even “world-class factories” such as Audi’s 

were susceptible to the virus pandemic, and its Hungarian plant, too, would require government help.

Orbán pledged to help all workers and engineers working at the plant and to provide financial support for the factory to 

operate at full capacity. “Not only will we survive the crisis, but we will emerge from it stronger”, the prime minister said. He 

added, at the same time, that it was crucial that factory owners, managers and workers “make good deals”. “Jobs can only be 

protected through deals,” Orbán said. The prime minister said it could take up to two years for factories to begin planning 

capacity expansions aiming beyond pre-virus levels. Orbán called the Audi plant the “bastion of Hungarian industry” and 

the “pride of the nation”, noting that Audi has invested more than 11 billion euros in the now environmentally-neutral plant. 

Orbán’s visit to the plant coincided with the plant ramping up to three shifts.

Visiting the German carmaker Audi’s plant in Győr, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 
major government support was required to reboot the economy.

GOVT PLEDGES SUPPORT TO AUDI

Plenary session of parliament
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Storm-hit wheat field in eastern Hungary
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ORBÁN TO SALVINI: 
HUNGARY, V4 SUPPORT EU 
PLAN TO HELP ITALY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

told Matteo Salvini, the leader 

of Italy ’s opposition Northern 

League, that Hungary and 

other members of the Visegrád 

Group support the European 

Union’s plans to help Italy, 

Orbán’s press chief said. Orbán 

sent a message to Salvini in 

connection with Italy’s domestic 

political disputes over the 

weekend. Orbán asked Salvini 

in the message to pass on the 

Hungarian position to Italian 

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 

and also convey his request 

to Conte to support the V4 

countries in their endeavours. 

On the first day of a week-long 

meeting with EU leaders and 

Italian economic and social 

players on Saturday, Conte 

appealed to Italy ’s right-wing 

opposition parties that stayed 

away from the event and, as he 

put it, “are linked closely to the 

Visegrád political forces and 

governments”. Conte asked 

them that they should promote 

Italy ’s national interests in the 

EU member states led by right-

wing governments, especially 

in the Visegrád countries that 

he said opposed the policy 

proposed by the European 

Commission.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
CABINET TO DECIDE ON 
SHOPPING TIMES FOR 
ELDERLY ON WED

The cabinet is expected to decide 

on Wednesday whether to amend 

the restrictions on shopping times 

reserved for people aged above 65, 

the chief medical officer said. “The 

aim is to return to a normal course 

of life in this area, too,” Cecília Müller 

told an online press conference of 

the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the epidemic. 

She said that starting on Monday 

all health services are once again 

available to the public without 

restrictions. Some 80% of hospital 

beds formerly reserved for novel 

coronavirus patients can be used for 

other purposes but 20% still need 

to be maintained for coronavirus 

patients, she said. Restrictions on 

hospital visits have been partially 

lifted, with hospital heads still having 

the right to specify detailed rules, she 

said.

Operative board spokesman 

Róbert Kiss told the same press 

conference that family gatherings 

of not more than 200 participants 

for weddings and funerals are now 

also allowed in Budapest. Live music 

is also allowed for such events, he 

added.

Commenting on recent reports of 

a spike in the number of infections 

reported in Ukraine and Romania, he 

said the borders in question were 

being monitored on an ongoing 

basis. Non-Hungarian citizens are 

still not allowed to enter Hungary 

except for citizens of countries that 

have signed bilateral agreements, he 

said. Entry from Romania and Ukraine 

is only allowed for farm workers, 

certain people in possession of a 

special permit and those travelling 

on to western Europe, he added.

A 101-year-old patient has died in 

the past 24 hours, bringing the total 

number of Covid-19 fatalities to 563, 

while registered novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 7 to 4,076, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Monday morning. Fully 

2,482 hospitalised patients have 

made a recovery. The number of 

active infections stands at 1,028. 

Forty percent of the active cases, 

60% of the fatalities and 47% of full 

recoveries are in Budapest, the site 

said.

Fully 275 Covid-19 patients are 

undergoing treatment in hospital, 

19 of whom are on ventilators. 

Altogether 7,707 are in official home 

quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 235,377.

COMMISSIONER 
EVALUATES GOVT KŐRÖSI 
CSOMA, PETŐFI DIASPORA 
PROGRAMMES

The Hungarian government’s Kőrösi 

Csoma Sándor programme has sent 

625 young Hungarians to teach 

diaspora communities around the 

world since its launch seven years ago, 
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the commissioner for ethnic Hungarian 

communities abroad in the Prime 

Minister’s Office said. In the 2019/2020 

season 114 teachers, folk dancers and 

scouts spent nine months teaching 

diaspora communities in 19 countries 

on the northern hemisphere, Péter 

Szilágyi told a conference evaluating the 

season. The Kőrösi Csoma programme 

will also be organised in 2020/2021, 

focusing on education on religion, 

traditions, community building and 

the scout movement, he said.

Assessing the Petőfi Sándor 

programme supporting ethnic 

Hungarian diaspora communities in 

the Carpathian Basin, Szilágyi said it has 

awarded 307 grants since its launch in 

2015 and sent 74 scholarship holders to 

the region during the 2019/2020 season.

Both schemes are aimed at helping 

ethnic communities retain their 

national identity and strengthen 

cohesion through Hungarian language 

teaching and cultural activities. Over 

the past few years, a total of around 

1,000 young people were granted six-

to-nine-month scholarships to help 

Hungarian communities all over the 

world.

KARÁCSONY: BUDAPEST 
AGAINST HOLDING AUG 20 
FIREWORKS NEAR CHAIN 
BRIDGE

The Mayor of Budapest, Gergely 

Karácsony, has said his administration 

opposes holding fireworks on or 

around the capital’s iconic Chain 

Bridge on the August 20 national 

holiday. Karácsony wrote on his 

Facebook page that the engineering 

report in connection with plans 

to renovate the bridge indicated 

that fireworks over recent years 

had contributed to the structure’s 

deterioration. He accused the Fidesz 

government of planning to “occupy 

half the city” for its own propaganda 

purposes between August 15 and 20. 

Karácsony said the central government 

would spend more on spectacles 

during the national holiday than its 

proposed contribution to the bridge’s 

renovation. “Six billion forints for Chain 

Bridge; 6.5 billion for the parade, and 

that doesn’t even include the cost of 

the fireworks,” he wrote.

The Government Information Centre 

said in response that a series of events 

were being planned over several days 

to celebrate St. Stephen’s Day, with a 

view to boosting domestic tourism. 

“The aim is to celebrate Hungary’s 

birthday,” the statement said, adding 

that people working in tourism, hard 

hit by the coronavirus pandemic, were 

receiving government assistance. 

Central government funding for the 

renovation of Chain Bridge is still 

available, the statement added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
SUCCESSFULLY 
COMPLETES FIRST PHASE 

Hungary has successfully completed 

the first phase of implementing 

protection measures against the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, concentrating 

on health care, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said in parliament. The crisis 

had revealed areas where Europe 

must make progress and introduce 

changes, such as making sure that it 

is not dependent on external players 

in strategic areas. He added that 

Hungary had taken timely steps, 

acquiring protective gear from China 

while also establishing domestic 

production capacities. Hungary will 

turn the tough economic situation to 

its benefit, he said. Amid a deluge of 

bad news about the global economy, 

806 companies in Hungary will carry 

out developments worth 377 billion 

forints (EUR 1.1bn) throughout the 

country with government support, 

he added.

OPPOSITION TO SUBMIT 
JOINT AMENDMENT 
PROPOSALS TO 2021 
BUDGET BILL

Hungary’s opposition parliamentary 

parties said they will submit joint 

amendment proposals to the 2021 

budget bill. The proposals call for wage 

hikes in the health-care sector, lower 

taxes for local councils and higher 

pensions, among other changes. 

Addressing a joint press conference, 

the leftist Democratic Coalition’s 

László Varju, the head of parliament’s 

budget committee, called for an 

immediate 50% wage hike for health-

care workers. Anita Kőrösi Potocska 

of conservative Jobbik called on the 

government to scrap the so-called 

solidarity contribution local councils 

are expected to pay into the central 
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budget. The Socialist Party’s Attila 

Mesterházy said the opposition wants 

the minimum pension to be raised 

to 80,000 forints (EUR 230) from the 

current 28,500. Antal Csárdi of green 

LMP said that under the opposition’s 

proposals, local councils would get to 

keep their revenues from vehicle taxes 

rather than having to pay them into the 

central budget as they do under the 

government’s coronavirus response 

scheme. Párbeszéd lawmaker Sándor 

Burány said the period of eligibility for 

unemployment benefits should be 

extended from three months to nine.

István Hollik, Fidesz’s director of 

communications, said in reaction 

that “the left” was criticising a budget 

that would help families with children, 

respect pensioners by reintroducing 

the 13th month pension and protect 

jobs alongside creating new ones. 

By contrast, the opposition, when 

in power in 2009 “managed a 

crisis by plunging the country into 

debt, continuously raising taxes, 

reducing family benefits and gutting 

entrepreneurs and the entire public,” 

he added.

APRIL LOCKDOWN HAS 
LITTLE IMPACT ON 
CONSTRUCTION SECTOR

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector edged down by an annual 

2.1% in April, while the country 

was under a lockdown because 

of the coronavirus pandemic, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. The decline slowed from a 

3.4% drop in March and was just a 

fraction of the contraction seen in 

the industrial sector. KSH noted the 

impact of a high base on the figure: 

in April 2019, construction sector 

output soared 39.7%. Output of the 

buildings segment slipped 1.4% in 

April. Output of the civil engineering 

segment dipped 2.8%.

COMMISSIONER: FILM 
PRODUCTION IN HUNGARY 
TO RESUME SOON

Filmmaking in Hungary will soon 

fully resume once coronavirus-

related restrictions are lifted, the 

government commissioner for 

motion picture said in business 

daily Világgazdaság. Hungary has 

not imposed a ban on the shooting 

of international co-productions and 

Hungarian films, most of which 

however suffered delays due to 

general restrictions related to the 

epidemic, Csaba Káel told the 

paper. The production of every film 

scheduled this year will continue 

as the National Film Institute 

rescheduled their funding in March, 

the institute told the paper.

The shooting of ten state-funded 

feature-length films will start later 

this year and post-production is 

under way for another 16, the paper 

said. The shooting of international 

co-productions is expected to be 

resumed in line with the lifting 

of travel restrictions, it said. Films 

under production in Hungary 

include Showtime’s Halo, Netflix’s 

Terra Vision, Denis Villeneuve’s epic 

sci-fi Dune, TriStar’s The Nightingale 

and American drama Birds of 

Paradise.

Direct spending in filmmaking in 

Hungary has totalled an annual 100 

billion forints (EUR 290m) since 2016 

mostly by international productions. 

The industry employs about 20,000 

people, Világgazdaság said.

OVER 2,500 MUSIC 
PROFESSIONALS, 
PERFORMERS EXPECTED 
TO WOMEX IN OCT

Over 2,500 music professionals and 

performers are expected to attend 

the world music expo Womex in 

Budapest between October 21 and 

25. Registration has already started 

for the event which will be held 

for the 26th time, a statement by 

Womex owner Piranha Arts and the 

Hungarian organiser Hangvető said. 

Budapest will host the event for the 

second time since 2015. Hangvető, 

together with its strategic partner 

CAFé Budapest Contemporary Arts 

Festival, will organise events in the 

same venues as those used in 2015: 

Müpa, Bálna and A38.


