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After attending a videoconference of the EU’s foreign ministers, Szijjártó said on Facebook that before the pandemic, 

ministers had talked about “the need for legal migration and importing labour to the EU”. Now “hundreds of thousands of 

people have lost their jobs.” The meeting focused on renegotiating a 20-year agreement between the EU and 79 countries 

in Africa, the Pacific and the Caribbean on economic and migration cooperation. “Aid must be delivered to where the 

problem occurs; problems shouldn’t be imported to places that are problem-free,” Szijjártó said. Aid to Africa, the Pacific 

and Caribbean should be in the form of economic development programmes implemented there “rather than bringing 

people here”.  “We must be clear and straightforward: we continue to consider illegal migration, as well as any attempt 

to legalise illegal migration, to be unacceptable,” Szijjártó said. The Hungarian government made it clear to the European 

Commission that it would only support a new agreement with the 79 countries “if no reference is made to the United 

Nations Migration Compact”, he said.

The European Union should prioritise replacing jobs lost to the coronavirus epidemic, 
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said on Monday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU SHOULD FOCUS ON JOBS

EU foreign ministers discuss intl trade 
situation in videoconference

Plenary session of parliament 

IT minister announces Debrecen 2030 
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2020, April foreign trade figures in 1st 
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Budapest’s Citadel to be revamped
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WHO: VIRUS TRENDS 
‘WORRYING’

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó noted 

that World Health Organisation head 

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus briefed 

EU foreign ministers on the novel 

coronavirus pandemic. Global trends, 

he said, were still worrying, with over a 

hundred thousand new cases reported 

each day, indicating the possibility of 

a second wave. He said preventive 

measures must be maintained until 

a vaccine is available. The WHO 

has asked the EU to help regions 

where the coronavirus situation 

is deteriorating, Szijjártó noted. 

Hungary has participated in Visegrad 

Group efforts to provide Libya with a 

35-million-euro aid package for border 

control, he noted. A portion of this sum 

can be used for virus prevention, he 

said, adding that Hungary prioritised 

aiding neighbouring countries, 

however. “If there’s a problem in the 

neighbourhood, it could very soon 

come over here.”

GULYÁS: SERVICE 
PROVIDERS PREPARING TO 
KEEP TRAVELLERS SAFE

Hungarian public transport and 

tourism companies have taken steps 

to ensure the safety of passengers 

during their travels amid the epidemic, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said, adding that 

discipline shown by private individuals 

was essential. Gulyás spoke at an 

event showcasing the “Travel with us 

in safety” campaign of the Hungarian 

Tourism Agency, railway company 

MÁV, bus company Volánbusz and 

oil and gas company MOL calling on 

Hungarians to spend their holidays in 

the country.

Tourism in Hungary “essentially 

came to a standstill” in the spring, 

Gulyás noted. In April, 99% of foreign 

travellers stayed away, and domestic 

tourism fell to 5%, he said. Those 

working in tourism and related sectors 

have suffered serious losses of income, 

he said. Offsetting that loss requires 

cooperation in the coming months, 

he added.

TWO CORONAVIRUS 
PATIENTS DIE, 4,014 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY

Two elderly patients have died in 

the past 24 hours, both with an 

underlying illness, bringing the total 

number of Covid-19 fatalities to 548, 

while registered novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 6 to 4,014, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

Fully 2,284 hospitalised patients have 

made a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 1,182. Forty-one 

percent of active cases, 60% of fatalities 

and 48% of full recoveries have taken 

place in Budapest, the site said. Fully 

385 Covid-19 patients are undergoing 

treatment in hospital, 21 of whom are 

on ventilators. Altogether 9,665 are in 

official home quarantine. The number 

of tests carried out stands at 210,749. 

Budapest (1,906 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (584), Fejér County (374) 

and Komárom-Esztergom (283). Békés 

County (11) has the lowest number.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: BUDAPEST 
DANUBE MEMORIAL TO BE 
UNVEILED IN AUTUMN

A memorial dedicated to the victims 

of the 2019 Danube ship collision 

that claimed the lives of 26 South 

Koreans in Budapest is planned to 

be inaugurated in the autumn, Péter 

Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign minister, 

said on Facebook after talks by phone 

with his South Korean counterpart, 

Kang Kyung-wha. The South Korean 

foreign minister thanked Hungary 

for the solidarity it showed after the 

tragedy that claimed the lives of 

26 South Korean tourists and two 

Hungarian crew members when a 

sightseeing boat and a cruise ship 

collided near Margaret Bridge on 

May 29. She also thanked Hungary 

for the commemoration that marked 

the first anniversary of the tragedy, 

Szijjártó said. The two ministers also 

discussed the coronavirus pandemic 

and recognised each other’s efforts in 

containing the virus.

“Foreign Minister Kyung-wha 

thanked Hungary for allowing 

employees of Korean companies 

to enter the country, and I thanked 

the Korean companies for their 

investments in Hungary,” Szijjártó 

said. He noted that the largest 

volume of foreign investments 
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in Hungary was made by South 

Korean companies last year which 

lifted bilateral trade by 21 % in the 

first quarter of this year to close to 

one billion dollars. Szijjártó further 

noted close bilateral cooperation 

in international affairs. Hungary 

supports South Korea’s membership 

in the United Nations Security 

Council and urges talks to be 

launched between the EU and South 

Korea on an investment protection 

agreement.

FIDESZ-KDNP: BUDAPEST 
MAYOR TOOK OFFICE WITH 
SURPLUS

Budapest mayor Gergely Karácsony 

took office while the capital had a 

surplus, the parliamentary group 

of ruling Fidesz-KDNP said in a 

statement. “Gergely Karácsony is 

again doing what he usually does: 

placing the blame for everything on 

someone else,” Fidesz-KDNP said. 

“The fact is that the left wing took 

over the capital and the districts 

with a surplus of billions of forints,” 

they added. “Where did the billions 

in the treasuries of the capital and 

the districts go?” The residents of 

Budapest expect developments 

resulting from cooperation, not 

political battles, from municipal 

council leaders, the statement added.

Karácsony said last Friday that he had 

postponed a meeting of the Budapest 

Public Development Council because 

the government’s 2021 budget draft 

would deprive the municipal council 

of vital resources, creating uncertainty 

regarding developments in the 

operation of the capital.

INSPECTIONS LIFTED AT 
HUNGARY BORDER WITH 
AUSTRIA, SLOVAKIA

Inspections at Hungary’s border 

crossing points with Austria and 

Slovakia have been lifted, a spokesman 

for the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the coronavirus 

epidemic said.

Under the measure that took effect 

on Friday, Hungarian police may check 

travellers within the country, Róbert 

Kiss told an online press conference. 

Inspections, however, will continue 

at crossing points at Rédics and 

Tornyiszentmiklós on the Hungarian-

Slovenian border.

Since March 17, Hungary has allowed 

over 590,000 passengers and 155,000 

cargo vehicles to cross in international 

transit traffic its border with Slovakia. 

The number of passenger transits at 

the Hungarian-Austrian border stands 

at over 1 million and of cargo vehicles 

67,000 since March 12, he said.

Speaking at the same press 

conference, the chief medical officer 

said the coronavirus epidemic in 

Hungary has reached a stage of 

nearing the end of its first phase. 

Speaking about the curve of the 

epidemic, Cecília Müller noted that 

the first case of Covid-19 infection was 

confirmed during the 10th week of the 

year and the number of confirmed 

cases gradually increased by the 23rd 

week. A peak of registered cases, 712, 

was reached on the 15th week, she 

said. The first death occurred on week 

11 and the largest number of Covid-19 

related deaths occurred on the 16th 

week, Müller said.

MERKELY: 51,000 TESTS 
COMPLETED SINCE 
RESTRICTIONS LIFTED

Hungary’s four medical universities 

have conducted a total 51,000 

novel coronavirus tests as part of a 

national screening programme since 

the epidemic-related restrictions 

have been lifted, Béla Merkely, the 

programme’s head, told public 

Kossuth Rádió. Merkely, the rector of 

Budapest’s Semmelweis University, 

said an average of twenty new cases 

were still being reported daily. But 

for every person officially registered 

with the disease “there could be 

others with only mild symptoms”, he 

said, adding that masks should still be 

worn indoors. Merkely said there was a 

chance that a vaccine may be available 

in November. In this case, vaccinations 

of people over 65, high-risk patients, 

hospital staff and staff of elderly care 

homes would be compulsory.

DK DEMANDS HEALTH 
BONUS TO BE EXTENDED 
TO PHARMACISTS, SOCIAL 
WORKERS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

has called on the government to 

extend an earlier announced bonus 
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of a 500,000 forints (EUR 1,450) before 

tax to all health-care employees to 

pharmacists and social workers. Imre 

László, the mayor of Budapest’s 11th 

district, told an online press conference 

that the government’s original bonus 

plan would “neglect thousands of 

people” working under the increased 

risk of being infected with the novel 

coronavirus or whose work had been 

made “extraordinarily difficult” because 

of the epidemic. László insisted that 

staff in senior care homes could have 

been even more exposed to the 

infection than doctors and nurses, 

while others working in homes for 

the disabled and physiotherapists 

were not included among recipients 

of the bonus. Miklós Kásler, the human 

resources minister, said on Friday that 

some 160,000 health care employees 

would receive the bonus on July 1.

BUDGET DEFICIT WIDENS 
TO HUF 1,051.5 BN AT 
END-MAY ON PANDEMIC 
DEFENCE SPENDING

Hungary’s budget deficit, excluding 

local councils, amounted to 1,051.5 

billion forints (EUR 3bn) at the end 

of May, widening on pandemic 

spending, the finance ministry said 

in a preliminary release. The ministry 

noted that the government had taken 

decisions on 590 billion forints of 

procurements related to the Covid-19 

pandemic by the end of May and 450 

billion of that amount had already 

been paid. The ministry noted that 

pre-financing for investments funded 

by the European Union continued 

to have an impact on the budget 

balance. Spending on investments 

came to 967.6 billion forints by the 

end of May, whereas transfers from 

Brussels came to just 486.7 billion.  It 

is long-standing practice for Hungary 

to pre-finance projects funded by the 

EU, and this shows up in the cash-flow 

balance but not the accrual-based ESA 

balance. The central budget ran a 910 

billion forint deficit at the end of May, 

while the social insurance funds were 

154.3 billion in the red.  The ministry 

said the ESA deficit target of 3.8% of 

GDP remained achievable.

2/3RDS OF COMPANIES 
DELAY TAX DEADLINE

Two out of three companies have taken 

advantage of a government measure 

allowing corporate tax to be paid by 

Sept. 30 rather than June 3. Just 117,000 

companies paid their corporate tax by 

June 3 this year, down from 317,000 

a year earlier. The measure is among 

others designed to ease the economic 

impact of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic. Corporate tax payments 

made by June 3 added up to 32 billion 

forints (EUR 93m), meaning around 20 

billion forints will be paid by the Sept. 

30 deadline.

BUDAPEST’S GELLERT HILL 
CITADEL TO BE REVAMPED

Budapest’s Citadel, built as a military 

fortress on Gellért Hill, the highest 

point of the city centre, will undergo 

a three-year reconstruction, the 

project’s commissioner said. The 

plans for the one-time fortress built 

by Habsburg Austria following the 

1848-49 revolution include creating 

a park in the place of a WW2 bunker 

and a museum commemorating 

“Hungarian fights for freedom”, 

Gergely Fodor said. In a state of 

disrepair for decades, the Citadel 

will open to the public in 2022, Fodor 

said. The exhibition space will open 

in the reconstructed cannon tower 

in 2023, he said. 


