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“Many think that Hungary belongs to the past, but I would like to believe that it belongs to the future,” the president said, 

quoting 19th century Hungarian politician István Széchenyi. “After a hundred years, traumatised by two world wars and 

Trianon, and by economic crises; with over 40 years of a communist detour and a failed revolution behind us ... here we are, 

we are alive,” the president said in his address.  Hungary’s geographical borders were changed in 1920 but “nobody can 

deprive us of the right to maintain the nation’s spiritual boundaries”, Áder said. A hundred years ago, a humiliated Hungary 

was mourning the loss of two-thirds of its territory and the shrinking of its population from 18 million to 7.5 million, Áder 

said. Over 3 million Hungarians found themselves living beyond the new border. It is now the fourth generation asking the 

questions whether the world war could have been avoided or why “the Trianon decision turned out to be so immeasurably 

unjust for Hungary”, Áder said.

The Hungarian nation “belongs not only to the past but to the future, too”, President 
János Áder said in Parliament at a commemoration marking the centenary of the  
post-WW1 Trianon Peace Treaty.

HUNGARY MARKS TRIANON ‘TRAUMA’

Orbán pays official visit to Belarus

EU interior ministers hold 
videoconference

Coronavirus updates

Stats office publishes April 2020 
industrial output figures in 1st 
reading, hotel occupancy figuresM
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100 folk dancers on Budapest’s Heroes’ Square, commemorating the centenary  
of the Trianon Peace Treaty
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KÖVÉR: RIGHT TO 
NATIONAL IDENTITY 
UNIVERSAL HUMAN RIGHT

The right to national identity must be 

acknowledged as a universal human 

right, Speaker of Parliament László 

Kövér said, arguing that “this cause 

serves the future of the Hungarian 

nation, neighbouring nations, and 

Europe at the same time”. Addressing 

a commemoration marking the 

centenary of the Trianon Peace Treaty 

in Parliament, Kövér said Hungary 

“has lived a hundred difficult years” 

but must focus on “the future ahead, 

which we ourselves can shape”. During 

the debate of a draft declaration on 

the protection of national identity 

submitted by the ruling parties, the 

speaker said the “tragedy” of the 

Trianon Treaty still affected Hungarians 

today “and may also become a 

reoccurring future”. Hungarians living 

beyond the border are engaged “in a 

bitter struggle to survive, preserve their 

mother tongue and culture, and to feel 

at home in their place of birth …” Kövér 

said. The future can only be secure 

for Hungarians “if every generation 

engraves in their hearts and minds 

that they can only keep what they can 

protect”, he said. 

“We, Hungarians, who lost the 20th 

century don’t want to lose the 21st, 

but we don’t want our neighbours to 

lose it, either,” he said. The declaration 

aims to find allies in neighbouring 

countries as well as throughout the rest 

of Europe, the speaker said, adding that 

ethnic Hungarians’ struggle for self-

identity was a European issue. Kövér 

said all European nations would have 

to fight for their national identities in 

future, the same way that Hungarians 

beyond the border have been fighting 

for it for the past century. 

Kövér expressed the Hungarian 

state’s “deepest gratitude and highest 

praise” to the ethnic Hungarian 

communities whose territories were 

ceded to neighbouring countries 

under the Trianon Treaty, for their 

loyalty to the nation and their 

homeland and also for “having 

become loyal and valuable citizens” 

of the countries they now live in.

According to the declaration, the 

right to a national identity grants 

everyone the right to inherit and pass 

on their mother tongue, culture and 

the familiarity of their homeland, 

Kövér said. It also states that the right 

to a national identity is a vital means 

for protecting human dignity and a 

resource for strengthening peace, 

security and stability, he added. The 

declaration calls on the parliaments 

and governments of Hungary’s 

neighbouring countries, European 

Union institutions and the United 

Nations to declare the right to one’s 

national identity a universal human 

right. “Gaining strength from the 

ability to survive even if torn apart and 

building on all the efforts of previous 

generations, we must make the next 

century a Hungarian success story,” 

Kövér said.

Meanwhile, the group leader of 

opposition LMP said that one hundred 

years after the “shameful diktat” the 

Hungarian nation today still stands “as 

one and united”. “The Carpathian Basin 

is a common legacy and common 

future, but those who say that one 

should look only into the future are 

wrong. The decision made in Trianon 

is a tragedy that will always stay with 

us,” László Lóránt Keresztes told a press 

conference. He added that even after 

a century, the Hungarian communities 

in the annexed parts of the country 

have shown that they want to and 

can remain Hungarian despite many 

trials. At the same time, the Hungarian 

communities in several states are 

“under political attack”, which he said 

was unacceptable.

In the meantime, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said he “very much 

appreciated” the mayor of Budapest’s 

proposal to observe a minute of 

silence. “This is the right conduct on 

June 4, since Budapest is the capital 

of the nation”. “We may have political 

differences but we all belong to 

the same Hungarian nation.” Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony earlier called on 

the city to “stand still” at 4.30pm on 

Thursday for a minute’s silence to mark 

the anniversary of the post-WWI treaty.

ETHNIC HUNGARIAN ORGS 
COMMEMORATE TRIANON 
CENTENARY

Ethnic Hungarian parties and 

organisations on Thursday 

commemorated the 100th anniversary 

of the signing of the Trianon Peace 

Treaty under which Hungary lost two-
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thirds of its territory to neighbouring 

countries. Over the past century, 

Hungarians living beyond the borders 

remained loyal to their nation by 

becoming law-abiding citizens of 

their new countries, the Party of 

the Hungarian Community (MKP) in 

Slovakia said in a statement, adding 

that ethnic Hungarians were assets, 

rather than a threat, to the central 

and eastern European region. The 

party said ethnic Hungarians should 

be compensated for the sacrifices they 

had made to preserve their identity 

over the decades by being guaranteed 

the right to a national identity. István 

Pásztor, head of the Alliance of 

Vojvodina Hungarians (VMSZ), told a 

commemoration event that while the 

major European powers had “merely” 

wanted to “punish” the other countries 

on the losing side of the first world war, 

“they wanted to kill Hungary, and this 

can best be seen by how the nation 

was divided up.” 

“But since a nation cannot be 

executed with a single blow, what’s left 

is letting it bleed out,” he said, adding 

that the provisions of the peace treaty 

had humiliated Hungary. Pásztor said 

it was “practically a miracle” that 90 

years after the signing of the treaty, “a 

nationally minded government” had 

declared the treaty’s anniversary the 

Day of National Cohesion.

László Tőkés, head of the 

Transylvanian Hungarian National 

Council, told MTI that the centenary 

could open up a path towards 

reconciliation between Hungarians 

and Romanians if Transylvanian 

Hungarians became fully fledged 

citizens of Romania, and Bucharest 

“breaks with its state-level expressions 

of anti-Hungarian sentiment”. He said 

Romanian leaders should follow the 

example of Slovak Prime Minister 

Igor Matovic, who invited ethnic 

Hungarians for a joint commemoration 

of the centenary and declared them 

fully fledged Slovak citizens. “The 

borders may have been redrawn, but 

no one can take away our homeland,” 

Tőkés said. “Let’s also be fully fledged 

citizens of today’s Romania.”

At an event in Alsónána, in southern 

Hungary, the state secretary for 

Hungarians across the border said that 

besides “mourning”, remembering the 

“Trianon trauma” must also be about 

“looking into the future”. Árpád János 

Potápi said Hungary had “lost” the 

20th century. However, government 

measures introduced in the past ten 

years, such as granting citizenship to 

“all Hungarians” and introducing a new 

constitution, “may lead to us being 

stronger today,” he said.

Potápi warned that a revision of 

Hungary’s one-time borders was 

“unrealistic”. “The reality is that the 

Carpathian Basin is a shared homeland 

of Hungarians, Slovaks, Ukrainians ... 

and other ethnicities that have been 

building [this region] in the past 

thousand years,” he said.

GULYÁS: CORONA 
MEASURES ‘EFFECTIVE’

Hungary’s protective measures 

during the first phase of the novel 

coronavirus epidemic were “successful 

and effective”, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said. Hungary has 

been more successful in protecting 

against the epidemic than any western 

European country, he told a regular 

press briefing, noting the state of 

emergency is scheduled to be lifted 

from June 16, and theatres, museums, 

cinemas and spas will be allowed to 

reopen. The cabinet decided on 

Wednesday to maintain restrictions 

on public events, he said. Shopping 

times reserved for the elderly who 

are most vulnerable to the virus will 

be maintained and the ban on visits 

to elderly care homes, shelters and 

hospitals will also remain in place until 

the state of emergency ends. The chief 

medical officer will make decisions on 

any future measures, he added.

The chief of staff said keeping the 

epidemic alert level high was justified. 

The operative board will remain in 

place and hospitals will continue to 

take epidemic developments into 

consideration, he said. The chief 

medical officer retains the right to 

introduce measures required to 

prevent a second wave, he added. 

Gulyás said parliament would soon 

decide which special government 

decrees introduced in recent months 

should be kept. 

HOSPITALS REMAIN  
ON STAND-BY

The government had so far spent 590 

billion forints (EUR 1.7m) on epidemic-

related measures, the head of the 
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Prime Minister’s Office, Gergely Gulyás, 

said adding that the spending was 

“necessary and justified”. Hungary’s 

health-care system is on stand-by to 

handle any future mass infections, he 

said, adding that the epidemic has 

been successfully contained, so this 

contingency was unlikely to be acted 

on. All equipment purchased so far will 

be available if a second wave arrives, 

he added. Gulyás said protective 

measures such as wearing masks and 

keeping social distancing of 1.5 metres 

should still be observed.

Meanwhile, he expressed hope 

that Hungarians returning home 

from Croatia would soon be able to 

skip having to self-isolate, saying that 

Croatia had taken a “serious risk” by 

reopening its borders with Italy. He 

noted that Austria, the Czech Republic 

and Slovakia had all yet to lift travel 

restrictions to and from Croatia.

HUNGARY’S ECONOMY 
‘STABLE’

Hungary’s economy has suffered from 

the corona crisis but chances are good 

that it will be among Europe’s most 

stable, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office said. This year’s projected 

economic recession could be offset 

next year by a jump in growth, Gergely 

Gulyás told a regular press conference. 

Progress has been made in protecting 

jobs, with the government offering 

support for the labour market and 

training with the aim of protecting 

over 1.14 million jobs, he said. A total 

of 175,000 registered job-seekers have 

received financial support, the support 

schemes have protected 302,000 

jobs, 62,000 people have applied 

for IT training and 12,000 applied for 

loans under the arrangements of a 

scheme dubbed “student loan plus”,  

Gulyás said.

He said that investment incentive 

programmes have supported the 

creation of 73,800 jobs and the number 

of people in fostered work schemes 

is 88,000 which could increase to 

200,000. Gulyás called it “good news” 

that there were only 7,000 new 

fostered workers.

He noted that parliament decided to 

reduce taxes. The social contribution 

tax will be cut from 17.5% to 15.5% 

effective July 1, the simplified 

contribution to public revenues 

(EKHO) will also drop to 15.5% and the 

small business tax will fall from 12% 

to 11%, he said. The government has 

decided to allow companies to spend 

their turnover tax-free on investment 

projects in Hungary within four years 

if it does not exceed 10 billion forints 

(EUR 28.9m), he added.

Gulyás noted that the cabinet had 

recently decided to hold a public 

survey dubbed “national consultation” 

on the novel coronavirus epidemic 

and restarting the economy. He 

said “national cooperation” was the 

basis of “successful protection” and 

it was important canvass opinion of 

citizens, he added. The cabinet has also 

decided, after consultations with the 

Hungarian Academy of Arts, to offer 

a 5.1 billion forint support package in 

the cultural sector, aiming to alleviate 

the damage caused by the epidemic. 

It has also decided to support plans for 

a “museum of Hungarian freedom” on 

Gellért Hill in Budapest connected to 

the 100th anniversary of the Trianon 

Peace Treaty. Gulyás noted that 

Hungary was forced to sign the treaty 

a hundred years ago, resulting in the 

forced succession of two-thirds of its 

territory and every third Hungarian 

living beyond the borders. June 4 was 

declared a Day of National Cohesion 

ten years ago when the government 

introduced the opportunity for 

acquiring Hungarian citizenship in a 

fast-track procedure and since then, 

nearly 1.1 million ethnic Hungarians 

have used this opportunity, he said.

EUROPEAN COURT 
RULES FOR HUNGARY 
AGAINST EC DECISION ON 
PROGRESSIVE TAXES

The European Court of Justice ruled 

in favour of Hungary against the 

European Commission’s decision that 

the progressivity of certain tax rates 

based on turnover was in breach 

of EU state aid rules. In a procedure 

launched in 2015, the EC told Hungary 

to suspend a progressive health tax 

on the trade and turnover of tobacco 

products as well as a progressive 

fee for food chain inspections. The 

arrangement, the EC said, amounted to 

state aid because it helped companies 

with low turnover, giving them an 

advantage over competitors. Hungary 

challenged the decision and objected 

to the EC’s reasoning. Hungary’s justice 
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minister, Judit Varga, said that the real 

significance of the court’s decision was 

that it specified how the EC may order 

the suspension of a national law during 

state-aid investigation procedures. The 

Court of Justice of the European Union 

(CJEU) ruling concerns direct taxation, 

an important aspect of the sovereignty 

of EU member states, she said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GAS SUPPLIES 
FROM SERBIA TO START 
ARRIVING NEXT OCT

Gas supplies from Serbia are expected 

to start arriving from next October, 

and the volume to be received could 

be higher than originally planned, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

after meeting Serbian Minister of 

Energy and Mining Aleksandar Antić 

in Budapest. Hungary is prepared to 

carry out extra developments if the 

companies involved in gas transport 

indicate that demand is higher than 

an annual 6 billion cubic metres, he 

said. The construction of the pipeline 

connecting the Hungarian network 

with the border is already under 

preparation and an agreement on 

connecting the networks could be 

signed with Serbia soon, he added.

Antić welcomed the expansion 

of Hungary-Serbia cooperation to 

include energy projects and said it 

was mutually beneficial for the energy 

networks of the two countries to 

strengthen one another. It will serve 

the interest of the entire region that 

a regional electricity exchange would 

be set up in line with the cooperation 

agreement signed, he added. Before 

the press conference, Hungarian 

energy company MVM signed a 

memorandum of understanding 

with the Serbian electricity works and 

Serbian state gas supplier Srbijagas.

JUSTICE MIN: HUNGARY 
REFUSES TO CURB JUDGES’ 
IMMUNITY

Hungary will not restrict the immunity 

of judges, Justice Minister Judit Varga 

said in reaction to recommendations 

published by the Council of Europe’s 

Group of States against Corruption 

(GRECO).  Under the past two terms 

of the government of Viktor Orbán, 

Hungary has introduced several 

measures to combat corruption, 

Varga said. It has also complied with 

GRECO’s recommendations “every 

time they addressed real, corruption-

related problems,” she added. 

Hungarian immunity regulations 

protect judges and prosecutors from 

abuse and manipulation, Varga said, 

adding that complying with GRECO’s 

recommendations on the matter 

“would expose Hungary to further 

baseless accusations regarding the 

independence of the judiciary”.

She added that the recommendations 

failed to consider the “complex 

procedures of appointing judges in 

Hungary”. Varga insisted that Hungary 

had complied with more GRECO 

recommendations than “many European 

Union member states” and had adopted 

all GRECO’s proposals related to 

criminal acts of corruption. Hungarian 

regulations compare favourably to 

those of other states, she said, adding 

that Hungary always evaluated GRECO’s 

recommendations based on legal and 

professional arguments.

GOVT TO PROVIDE  
HUF 200 BN CREDIT LINE 
TO LOCAL COUNCILS

The government is opening a 200 

billion forint (EUR 580m) preferential 

credit line for local councils, Gergely 

Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, has said. Funding 

for local councils will rise by 18% next 

year, Gulyás said, underlining the 

importance of the role local councils 

play in Hungary’s fight against the 

novel coronavirus epidemic.

As regards government aid to 

businesses, the PM’s Office chief 

said the government has approved 

applications for its wage support 

scheme from 11,140 companies 

employing a total of 145,000 people. He 

said an 80 billion forint wage support 

scheme aimed at helping 70,000 

jobseekers find work would primarily 

help young people starting out on their 

careers. Under the scheme, employers 

must agree to employ the beneficiaries 

of the allowance for another three 

months after its expiry, he explained.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the 

government will scrap the advance 

tax payment obligation of businesses, 

adding that this would also apply to 

the local business tax. Tax preferences 

introduced for the tourism sector will 

remain in place for the rest of the 
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year, he said, adding that they could 

be expanded in the event of another 

wave of the virus.

On the subject of the Trianon 

commemoration in Bratislava Castle 

attended by Slovak Prime Minister Igor 

Matovic, Gulyás said the Hungarian 

government’s standpoint was that people 

who belong to nationalities living in 

Hungary are “good citizens if they remain 

good Serbs, Slovaks or Romanians, too, 

as they enrich the Hungarian nation.”  

“It’s clear the Slovak government thinks 

in the same way, which is a welcome 

development,” he said.

GOVT EXPECTS 
QUESTIONNAIRE TO BE 
RETURNED BY AUG 15 

Residents have until August 15 

to contribute their feedback to 

the government’s latest “national 

consultation” survey, Csaba Dömötör, 

a state secretary at the Prime Minister’s 

Cabinet Office, said. Questions in the 

survey focus on public support for the 

government’s measures taken during 

the coronavirus epidemic, as well as 

the introduction of a state of health 

emergency with regard to a second 

wave of the novel virus, he told public 

broadcaster M1. The survey will also 

seek to gauge the public’s opinion 

on plans to increase the protection 

of people in elderly care homes and 

step up domestic production of 

protective gear, Dömötör said, adding 

that the questions would also cover 

economic issues, with special regard 

to job creation.

RETAIL SALES FALL 10.2% 
IN APRIL AS COUNTRY 
GOES INTO LOCKDOWN

Retail sales in Hungary fell by 10.2% 

year-on-year in April as the country 

went into lockdown to contain the 

spread of the novel coronavirus, data 

released by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) show. Retail sales fell at 

the same pace when adjusted for 

calendar effects. Food sales edged 

down an adjusted 0.4%, but non-food 

sales declined by 14.8% as opening 

times of non-essential businesses 

were restricted. A stay-at-home order 

caused vehicle fuel sales to plunge 

26.3%. For the period January-April, 

retail sales rose an adjusted 2.5% and 

an unadjusted 2.6% year-on-year. 

Food sales rose by 7.0%, non-food 

sales increased by 1.8% and vehicle 

fuel sales dropped by 10.6%.

AJÁN OPERATED 
‘CULTURE OF FEAR’ AT 
IWF, INDEPENDENT PROBE 
FINDS

Corruption was present at the 

highest level of the International 

Weightlifting Federation (IWF) under 

the tenure of its former president, 

Tamás Aján, according to the findings 

of an independent investigation 

commissioned by the organisation. 

The report of the four-month 

investigation, led by Richard McLaren, 

found that Aján, who resigned as the 

IWF’s president in April, had operated 

“a culture of fear” at the organisation, 

interfering in the federation’s anti-

doping efforts and pursuing “absolute 

control” over its finances. 

Aján served as the IWF’s general 

secretary for 24 years and its president 

since 2000. He decided to step down 

in January for the duration of the 

independent investigation into 

allegations of graft levelled against 

him in a documentary broadcast by 

German state broadcaster ARD earlier 

that month.

The documentary said weightlifting 

was fraught with systematic doping in 

the full knowledge of the IWF which 

had commissioned the Hungarian anti-

doping body (MACS) with supervising 

all large-scale competitions and almost 

all world championships. The film also 

alleged that since 1992, 23 million 

dollars have been transferred to two 

Swiss bank accounts connected to 

Aján, with no record of the monies on 

the IWF ledgers.

CORONAVIRUS  - STATE 
OF PREPAREDNESS TO BE 
MAINTAINED

The state of preparedness needs to 

be maintained in the current second 

phase of the coronavirus epidemic 

in Hungary, the spokesman for 

the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the epidemic 

has said. Róbert Kiss said Hungary’s 

protection measures had been 

“successful and effective” in the 

first phase of the epidemic. A vote 

in parliament is scheduled for 
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June 16 on terminating the current 

restrictions, coupled with a vote on 

a bill to introduce a state of health 

emergency. The operative board 

will continue to carry out its duties 

and hospitals will continue to be 

required to take the coronavirus 

situation into account, he said. 

The government’s special powers 

related to the epidemic situation are 

expected to be rescinded on June 

20, Kiss said. After the termination of 

the current state of emergency on 

June 20, cinemas, theatres, museums 

and baths will be allowed to reopen 

to the public, he said. Rules on 

shopping hours between 9am and 

noon for people aged older than 65 

will remain in force, he said.

Meanwhile, Kiss said that home 

quarantine was ordered in 625 cases 

on Wednesday. Fully 10,985 people 

are under official home quarantine. 

He noted that a total of 2,115 people 

have registered for the electronic 

home quarantine monitoring system 

which has 860 active users so far.

The chief medical officer told the 

same press conference that the novel 

coronavirus epidemic in Hungary had 

“clearly subsided”. Cecília Müller said 

the number of cases increased by 23 in 

the past 24 hours, similar to the number 

over the past few days. Five people died, 

bringing the total number of deaths to 

539, she said, adding that 2,205 people 

have made a full recovery, twice the 

number of active infections. Once the 

state of emergency is lifted on June 20, 

measures applying to the elderly and 

those living in closed communities 

will change. The ban on visiting care 

homes will be partially lifted. Family 

members who are infection-free may 

visit residents but they must wear a 

face mask and use hand sanitiser, Müller 

said. These institutions can admit a new 

resident or readmit one from a hospital 

with a laboratory test not older than four 

days proving they are free of Covid-19. 

The ban on visiting infected residents 

isolated in a care home remains, she said.

GOVT TO DOUBLE 
SUPPORT FOR PASTORS 
IN HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNITIES ACROSS 
BORDERS

The government will double the salary 

supplements of pastors and priests 

serving in Hungarian communities 

across the borders, Zoltán Balog, the 

commissioner for social affairs, said. 

The support will be increased by 60% 

from June 1 and by a further 40% from 

Jan. 1 next year to reach a total of 840 

million forints (EUR 2.4m) annually, 

Balog told MTI. The salary supplement 

will go to some 3,000 pastors 

and priests, serving in over 3,000 

localities, he said. The government 

announced the doubling of support 

for priests, pastors and rabbis in small 

municipalities in Hungary on May 29.


