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After a videoconference of the Visegrad Group plus the Nordic-Baltic Eight group of countries, Szijjártó said on Facebook 

that job creation hinged on new investments. With a view to saving jobs, the Hungarian government has supported 806 

Hungarian companies from a fund of 170 billion forints (EUR 491m) while staying below the EU’s cap of 800,000 euros per 

project, he said, calling for the cap to be removed before year-end.

Members states should be allowed to freely finance projects from their national budget, he said, adding that saving jobs 

and creating new ones should be the focus of European policymaking.

On another subject, Szijjártó said that European countries had been “in a vulnerable position” when “everybody was queuing 

up” to buy medical equipment from China during the coronavirus crisis. He said this should be borne in mind when shaping 

Europe’s China policy. “Cooperation must be pragmatic and mutual,” Szijjártó said, adding that applying double standards, 

whereby big countries benefit from cooperation with China at the expense of small countries, should be avoided.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has renewed his call on the European Union to remove 
its restrictions on state investment subsidies.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS ON EU TO LIFT BAN ON FINANCING
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PARLT PASSES CLIMATE 
PROTECTION LAW

The Hungarian parliament passed 

a law on climate protection. A 

government official said after the 

vote that thanks to the government’s 

strategies, Hungary may achieve 

climate neutrality gradually by 2050 

without endangering economic 

growth or burdening Hungarian 

households.

Péter Kaderják, a state secretary 

of the innovation and technology 

ministry, said the country is 

now poised to outperform 

its commitments on cutting 

greenhouse gas emissions in 

transport, waste management, 

agriculture and building energy by 

2030.

Hungary’s achievements in 

climate protection over the past 

thirty years show that economic 

growth, environmental protection 

and energy security are reconcilable 

goals, Kaderják said, citing data from 

2018, when Hungary managed to 

cut greenhouse gas emissions by 

0.9% while maintaining economic 

growth of 5.1%. Hungary supports 

the European Union’s objective of 

achieving full climate neutrality 

by 2050, he said. But the emphasis 

should be on making big polluters 

pay the costs of a climate neutral 

economy and money should not 

be taken away from cohesion funds 

for that purpose, thereby depriving 

poorer countries of funding, he said. 

Kaderják said the new legislation 

showed the government’s readiness 

to take action against climate 

change. Other measures in the field 

include this year’s energy and climate 

policy strategy and the climate and 

a nature-protection action plan 

announced by Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán in the spring, he said.

Hungary’s climate and nature-

protection action plan allocates 32 

billion forints (EUR 92.6m) to SME’s 

transitioning to sustainable energy 

production. It also plans to raise the 

capacity of solar plants six-fold, and 

supports the distribution and use of 

cheap electric cars. From 2022, only 

e-buses will be newly deployed 

to city transport, he added. The 

government aims to make 90% of 

Hungarian electricity production 

carbon free by 2030, by using mostly 

nuclear and solar energy, he said.

The opposition slammed the law 

and demanded the government set 

stricter goals than those outlined 

therein.

Erzsébet Schmuck, the deputy 

group leader of green LMP, called the 

vote “the shame of [ruling] Fidesz” 

and said that the ruling parties had 

bowdlerised the opposition’s original 

proposal on the climate emergency. 

LMP will continue to put pressure 

on the government to join EU goals 

setting stricter targets than those 

outlined in Hungarian law, she said.

The Párbeszéd party’s Bence Tordai 

said the ruling parties had stripped 

out all elements of the proposal that 

“would have made it worthwhile 

supporting”. However, “having a 

Hungarian climate protection law is 

a sort of success, regardless of the 

content,” he said.

Jobbik lawmaker Zoltán Magyar 

said the issue of climate change 

carried such weight that “not even 

the government can sweep it under 

the rug”.

The Socialist Zita Gurmai said the 

government was unfit to handle 

the issue “because they don’t 

understand the danger the country is 

in”. The opposition does not support 

“window dressing”, she said.

Lajos Oláh, MP of leftist Democratic 

Coalition (DK), said that “Fidesz is 

only interested in causes that could 

directly be converted to votes” 

while it “shuns national cooperation 

based on true partnership”. DK will, 

however, “bring this issue back 

as many as times as necessary to 

make them understand that actual 

measures must be taken”, he said, 

adding that concerning the climate 

issue “the country is behind us rather 

than behind Fidesz”.

TWO PATIENTS DIE, 3,931 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY

Two patients, both elderly with 

underlying illnesses, have died in 

the past 24 hours, bringing the total 

number of fatalities to 534, while 

registered novel coronavirus infections 

in Hungary have increased by 10 to 

3,931, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Wednesday morning. Fully 2,190 
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hospitalised patients have made 

a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 1,207. 41% of the 

active cases, 59% of the fatalities and 

48% of full recoveries are in Budapest, 

the site said. Fully 414 Covid-19 

patients are undergoing treatment in 

hospital, 24 of whom are on ventilators. 

Altogether 11,172 are in official home 

quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 191,572. The 

government says the aim is to steadily 

resume normal life based on a strict 

schedule, and it calls on citizens to 

follow general precautions. Budapest 

(1,868 people) has the highest number 

of infections, followed by Pest County 

(563), Fejér County (371) and Komárom-

Esztergom (268). Békés County (11) has 

the lowest number.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
ELDERLY CARE HOMES ON 
PATH TO RECOVERY

The number of elderly care homes 

contending with Covid-19 has not 

increased, the chief medical officer has 

said. Fully 33 homes are infected, but 

patients and nurses are recovering and 

staff are able to return to work, Cecília 

Müller told an online press conference 

of the operative board responsible for 

containing the coronavirus. Among 

the 5,991 caregivers working in 33 

homes, 899 tested positive and 468 

have recovered, she said. Meanwhile, 

health-care services for non-corona 

patients are steadily expanding again 

as hospital wards closed in connection 

with coronavirus begin to reopen, 

she said. Róbert Kiss, a member of the 

operative board, told the same press 

conference that the government will 

assess the status of the epidemic at 

its Wednesday meeting, and will 

make its decisions public on Thursday. 

Regarding epidemic-related violations, 

Kiss said police have so far taken action 

in 418 cases. Fully 120 of those were 

cases of spreading fake news and 128 

of fraud, he said.

HOUSE SPEAKER: 
TRIANON ANNIVERSARY 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
ASSESS 100 YEARS’ 
ACHIEVEMENTS

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

has called the 100th anniversary 

of the post-WW1 Trianon Peace 

Treaty an opportunity to assess the 

achievements of the past hundred 

years. In an interview published in 

the daily Magyar Nemzet, Kövér 

called the treaty under which two-

thirds of Hungary’s territory was 

ceded to neighbouring countries and 

large ethnic Hungarian communities 

found themselves living beyond the 

country’s border, one of the greatest 

tragedies of Hungarian history. Kövér 

said the treaty signed on June 4, 

1920 had “doomed” Hungary. Yet the 

“severed territories”, he added, had 

made achievements since, both jointly 

and independently, that “are a source 

of justified pride”.

Regarding Hungary’s relations 

with its neighbours, Kövér said the 

Hungarian nation had “learned much” 

in the past hundred years. He insisted 

that Hungarian intellectuals had been 

“clear-eyed” about the shared fate of 

the nations in the Carpathian Basin 

and, in a wider sense, central Europe, 

years before Trianon.

Hungary wants to turn a new leaf 

in its approach to its neighbours 

in the 21st century, Kövér said. It is 

clear that “we need not fear each 

other but rather the forces aiming 

to wipe out our national identity and 

sovereignty.” Regarding territorial 

autonomy for ethnic minorities in the 

region, Kövér said western European 

states had “looked down on central 

Europe” for centuries. Therefore, they 

are not prepared to grant Hungarians 

beyond the borders the rights 

enjoyed by the Basque minority in 

Spain, Germans in Belgium or Swedes 

in Finland, he said. One-tenth of 

Europe’s population, some 50 million 

people, live as part of a minority 

on their ancestral land, Kövér said. 

However, their needs took a back seat 

to the “aggressive and sly campaign 

to have countless forms of sexual 

aberration accepted”, or the issue 

of illegal migrants, “against whom 

we cannot even voice criticism any 

more”. Those “so-called minorities” 

are “excellent tools for dismantling 

European culture”, a pre-requisite of 

“imperial centralism”, Kövér said.

Answering a question on Hungary’s 

dual citizenship law for ethnic 

Hungarians across the borders, which 

the Hungarian parliament passed in 

2010, Kövér said the law had bolstered 

the “cross-border reunification of 
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the nation”. Some neighbouring 

countries’ elites have also accepted 

the Hungarian decision which aids 

the reorganisation of “the Carpathian 

Basin and central Europe as a united 

economic and cultural region,” he said.

Referring to left-wing Hungarian 

opposition parties, Kövér said the 

“Hungarian left has attacked its 

own nation repeatedly over the 

past hundred years”. Referring to 

the Bolshevik uprising of 1918-1919, 

Kövér insisted that the “Trianon 

borders would have been drawn 

very differently had the Hungarian 

left not betrayed its country”.

Regarding Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony’s call for a 

moment’s silence in Budapest at 

the time of the treaty’s signing, at 

4.30 pm on Thursday, Kövér insisted 

the initiative was “disingenuous”. He 

said that some leftist politicians, 

Karácsony among them, “try to cast 

themselves as patriots for political 

gain but then are revealed as leftist 

liberals”. Others are “ashamed of 

their views on the nation”, and a 

third group are “raving haters of the 

nation”, he added.

SEMJÉN: STRENGTHENING 
NATION TO HELP GET 
OVER TRIANON

The mission of Hungarian communities 

is to “get over” the trauma of the 

Trianon Peace Treaty through 

developing the homeland and 

strengthening the nation, Deputy 

Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén told a 

commemoration in Csurgó, in south-

western Hungary.

Speaking on the eve of the 

centenary of the treaty, which 

concluded the first world war, 

Semjén said that “we are building a 

strong Hungary with a strong national 

identity”, adding that “the Hungarian 

state is not only an administrative 

service provider but the political 

self-expression of the Hungarian 

nation, its ultimate meaning, aimed 

at ensuring the nation’s survival and 

development”.

Concerning the Trianon treaty, 

under which two-thirds of Hungary’s 

territory was ceded to neighbouring 

countries, Semjén said that reclaiming 

those territories on basis of Hungary’s 

“thousand-year-old” history would 

be “unrealistic”, but added that 

“expecting a solution from the 

European Union would be naive, and 

putting up with Trianon because of 

the changed ethnic proportions 

would be betrayal”.

“Remembering Trianon is a 

moral obligation, it is mourning, a 

declaration of national cohesion and 

it is the pride of our survival, as well 

as our mission to come to terms with 

it,” Semjén said in his address.

Semjén said that 100 years ago, 

when the treaty was signed, the 

churchbells were rung in Hungary 

“to cry out the agony of a nation”. 

“A decision was made on Hungary 

without asking Hungary; they ceded 

two thirds of its territory, and a half 

of its people to other, adversarial 

nations,” Semjén said.

DK NOT TO 
ATTEND TRIANON 
COMMEMORATION IN 
PARLIAMENT

Lawmakers of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) will 

not attend the commemorative 

parliamentary session marking the 

centenary of the Trianon Peace Treaty. 

DK lawmakers will stay away from the 

event because it will be about “nothing 

more than excluding some from the 

nation”, the DK group said. “What’s 

more, the people who exclude others 

from the nation are exactly those who 

are bringing Hungary to ruin and DK 

will never take any lecturing from 

them about national sentiment,” 

they added. “In 1990, Viktor Orbán 

[the current prime minister] marched 

out of parliament upon hearing the 

word Trianon and now, 30 years later, 

he wants to monopolise the memory 

of the peace treaty,” the DK lawmakers 

said.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
DECISION TO SUPPORT 
ENTERPRISES MADE IN 
RECORD TIME

The first decisions regarding a 

government tender to support 

technology upgrades made by 

enterprises from the budget of 

33 billion forints (EUR 95.5m) have 

been made in record time, Mihály 

Varga, the finance minister, has said. 

Interest in the government’s scheme 
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which started last Friday has been 

immense, the minister said. So far 

six companies have won almost 

200 million forints in development 

funding. Decisions will continue to 

be taken in the coming weeks, and it 

is likely that almost 1,500 businesses 

will receive the funding.

The aim of the scheme is to protect 

jobs and create new ones amid the 

coronavirus crisis, Varga noted. 

The government aims to swiftly 

channel subsidies to micro, small 

and medium-sized firms as soon as 

possible, with fast-track applications 

and simplified assessments. The 

support is for new equipment and 

new technologies for automated 

production as well as IT, real estate 

investment and product and service 

development and training, he said. 

Between 5 million and 150 million 

forints is available to each firm, 

funding up to 70% of the total costs 

of the planned investment.

FINANCE MINISTER: INTL 
INVESTORS BACK GOVT’S 
GREEN PROGRAMME

By being among the first European 

Union member states to issue a 

“green” government bond, Hungary 

has sent a clear message to the 

markets about its commitment 

to environmental protection, the 

finance minister said. Proceeds 

from the issue of the 15-year 1.5 

billion forint (EUR 4.3m) green bond 

will be used exclusively to finance 

environmentally sound investment 

projects, Mihály Varga said. The 

bond, denominated in euros, is 

“the first step taken towards a new 

segment of investors”, the minister 

said. Offers for the bond came to 7.7 

billion euros, Varga said, adding that 

this reflected investors’ confidence 

in Hungary and the Hungarian 

government’s economic policy.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EUROPE NEVER 
AGAIN SHOULD BE LEFT 
‘UNPROTECTED’

Europe must never again be left 

“unprotected” in strategic matters, 

the foreign ministers of Hungary and 

Denmark concluded at their talks via 

a videoconference. Péter Szijjártó and 

Jeppe Kofod discussed the current 

situation around, and the lessons of, 

the coronavirus pandemic. As both 

countries implemented effective and 

rigorous measures to contain the 

virus, they are now in the process 

of gradually lifting restrictions, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook. The two 

ministers were in agreement that the 

pandemic would very likely increase 

the pressure migration may pose to 

Europe.

Szijjártó said they agreed on the 

need to eliminate people smuggling 

rings, help the countries in trouble 

and make decisions on granting 

asylum outside the EU bloc. Szijjártó 

highlighted the role Danish businesses 

are playing in the Hungarian economy 

and pledged them government 

support for further job-creating 

investment projects.

JUSTICE MIN: EU CAREER 
TRAINING SCHEME 
ATTRACTS SIX-FOLD 
OVERSUBSCRIPTION

A career training scheme dubbed 

Europe of Nations launched by the 

justice ministry and the National 

University of Public Service has 

attracted a six-fold oversubscription, 

the justice minister has said. The 

scheme allows students to prepare for 

a European Union career by studying 

with Brussels diplomats, Judit Varga 

said. The training aims to help more 

Hungarians gain leading positions 

in the EU and represent Hungarian 

interests there, she added. A total of 

200 people applied by the June 1 

deadline. The free-of-charge six-month 

programme will start in September 

2020, she said. The programme 

will focus on developing language 

skills and innovative thinking, and 

participants will also get a chance 

to prepare for European Personnel 

Selection Office exams. “The aim is to 

build a strong Hungary in a Europe of 

strong nations with the help of battle-

tested Brussels diplomats”, she added.

AUDIT OFFICE: POLITICAL 
ADS IN CONVENTIONAL 
MEDIA TRANSPARENT

The transparency and accountability of 

political advertisements has improved 

in conventional media thanks to several 

amendments to regulations since 

2010, the State Audit Office said on its 
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website. At the same time, the State 

Audit Office noted in its report that 

the placing of political advertisements 

has increasingly shifted to social media 

in recent years. The campaign tools 

used on such sites are not detailed 

in the election law, which makes it 

necessary to find ways to strengthen 

transparency and accountability in this 

area, too, it added. Several irregularities 

were revealed in the accountability of 

spending on political advertisement 

during the 2014 parliamentary election 

campaign but such errors were not 

found during the 2018 parliamentary 

election campaign, the audit office 

said. The media market has become 

more transparent thanks to specific 

regulations on political advertising 

and the activities of the audit office, 

the statement said. The office added, 

however, that legislators have so far 

not demonstrated a commitment 

to regulate content that could be 

characterised as political advertising 

on social media.

DOBREV: EC LAUNCHES 
2ND ROUND OF 
CONSULTATIONS ON EU 
MINIMUM WAGE

The European Commission has 

launched the second round of 

consultations on introducing a 

European formula for calculating the 

minimum wage, Klára Dobrev, MEP of 

the opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK), said.

Under DK’s proposal, the 

minimum wage in a given country 

should be 60% of that country’s 

average wage, Dobrev said, 

and argued that “everybody is 

entitled to having European living 

standards”. The community would 

monitor enforcement of the new 

rules and “make sure that the 

governments cannot bypass them”, 

she added. Once the consultations 

are concluded late in summer, 

preparations for a relevant law will 

start in September, Dobrev said.

FIVE PROSECUTED 
FOR WEARING 
HUNGARIAN GUARD 
UNIFORMS AT HORTHY 
COMMEMORATION

The Public Prosecutor’s office has 

brought charges against four men and 

a woman who in March attended an 

event in the uniform of the Hungarian 

Guard, a far-right organisation now 

banned in Hungary. Public Prosecutor 

Tibor Ibolya said that the five had 

attended an event commemorating 

the 100th anniversary of Miklós 

Horthy’s election as regent. According 

to the charges, the accused had 

violated the law on the right of 

assembly which bans military-type 

clothing from assemblies if they 

“convey violence or intimidation”.

BUDAPEST MAN 
SUSPECTED OF MURDER, 
CHILD PORNOGRAPHY, 
RAPE

A police investigation revealed that 

a 22 year-old man who allegedly 

murdered a woman living in 

the same building in Budapest’s 

10th district is also suspected of 

possessing child pornography and 

raping his 13 year-old half stepsister, 

head of the metropolitan police 

homicide department said.

The man identified as Dániel K 

visited the 42 year-old woman and 

attacked her with a machete in front 

of her three children on December 

30 last year, Sándor Gál said. The 

woman later died of her injuries in 

hospital, he added.

The man who was on bail in 

connection with other violent 

crimes and rowdy behaviour was 

apprehended within 24 hours. A 

criminal psychiatrist has stated 

that no mental disorder could be 

identified and the man can be tried 

as a criminal.


