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Orbán said “discipline and cooperation” had been key to the success of Hungary’s protection efforts. But all the leftist parties 

were capable of doing was criticising hospitals and the staff coordinating those efforts before taking “shameful leave”, 

he said. Orbán said granting special emergency powers to the government had been “one of the best decisions” since it 

allowed for timely action, without “having to fight the leftist opposition”, thereby avoiding mass infections in Hungary.

The prime minister singled out Miklós Kásler, the minister of human resources, for praise, saying he and his team heading 

health-care staff had acted promptly. Kásler, acting on his “good instinct”, set up his team “when everybody was still in a 

slumber” and Hungary “gained one or two weeks ahead of everyone else”, Orbán added.

He said the danger had not passed, however, and everyone should remain alert and prepared, adding that the central 

board coordinating efforts against the epidemic would continue its operations.

Hungarians have come together to fight the novel coronavirus epidemic, bar the 
left wing, which “has gone missing in action”, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in an 
interview to public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió.

ORBÁN: LEFT WING aWOL FROM JOINT DEFENCE
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ORBÁN: SUCCESSFUL 
PROTECTION MEaSURES 
SaVE THOUSaNDS OF 
ELDERLy LIVES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said 

successful protection measures against 

the coronavirus epidemic had saved 

thousands of lives of the elderly. In an 

interview to Kossuth Rádió, he said 

that those mayors who had taken 

“instructions from the leftist parties” 

and lambasted the government had 

poor results to show for it. Those, 

however, who recognised that the 

epidemic went beyond party politics, 

and were willing to cooperate, had 

“done well”, he said.

Meanwhile, more than one million 

employees have received some kind 

of government help, ensuring they can 

retain their jobs, he said.

The government must help people 

get and retain jobs rather than 

benefits, Orbán said.

Currently, over 101,000 people 

receive jobless benefits, while 

71,000 have been unemployed for 

more than three months and have 

applied for a subsidy for their lost 

income.

“There are 173,000 Hungarians who’d 

like to work but haven’t found a job 

and have turned to the government 

for help,” he said. The government, 

he said, has increased the number 

of jobs in public works schemes to 

200,000, and is planning to recruit a 

further 3,000 paid soldiers. In addition, 

a “huge amount” of assistance is being 

provided to companies that create new 

jobs, he said.

Concerning the economic outlook, 

Orbán said he expected “an April with 

difficult figures” but a return to “earlier 

levels of economic performance much 

sooner than we first thought”. “I can 

see the steps of that process,” Orbán 

said, adding that he planned to set up 

a body of economic experts similar 

to the central operative board that 

handles the epidemic. “Energies in 

the next few months will be focused 

on protecting jobs, restarting the 

economy and re-introducing the 13th 

month pension.”

Orbán said he may personally head 

the new board coordinating economic 

rescue measures.

On the topic of transit zones, 

Orbán said “the Brussels bureaucrats” 

had been “resurrected” due to the 

European Court of Justice’s ruling, 

which was “dangerous” not only for 

Hungary’s security but for that of 

Europe as a whole. Migrants will now 

have to wait “beyond the fence” from 

now on, he added.

The prime minister said that 130,000 

migrants were gathered along the 

so-called Balkan route, so pressure 

on Hungary’s border was increasing. 

“We’re facing a difficult few months.”

If migrants want to enter Hungary, 

they must now lodge an application 

at a Hungarian embassy, he said. The 

situation for migrants will be worse 

than before the European court ruling, 

he added.

“But if the Brussels bureaucrats insist, 

we’ll meet their need,” he said.

The prime minister said the 

European Union was unlikely to leave 

the situation as its stands because they 

wanted migrants to be able to wait in 

Hungary.

But anyone applying for asylum 

will not be allowed to stay in Hungary 

without the proper controls in place, 

he added.

At the same time, Hungary’s self 

defence must not be at the expense 

of neighbouring countries, he said. If 

Serbia, say, asks for help in protecting 

its southern border, “we will go 

tomorrow morning”. “If the Croats ... 

or even if the Romanians ask for help, 

we stand ready”.

Orbán accused “Brussels 

bureaucrats” of being “in the pocket 

of [financier] George Soros”.

“They need a migrant crisis,” he 

said, adding that governments under 

pressure needed credit, and financiers 

were only too happy to lend it with 

interest. He said Soros was a “great 

master” when it came to “plundering” 

countries.

THREE PaTIENTS DIE, 
REGISTERED CaSES RISE 
By 37 TO 3,678

Three Covid-19 patients have died 

in the past 24 hours, all of whom 

were elderly and had underlying 

illnesses, bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 476, while the number of 

registered novel coronavirus infections 

in Hungary increased by 37 to 3,678, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning.
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Fully 1,587 hospitalised patients 

have made a recovery, while 11,668 

are officially in home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands at 

155,801. The website said Hungary is in 

the second phase and the virus is still 

spreading. The aim now, however, is 

to gradually resume normal living in 

line with a strict schedule, it added. 

Budapest has the most registered 

infections (1,754 people), followed by 

Pest County (510) and Fejér County 

(365). Békés County (11) has the fewest 

infections in Hungary.

MÜLLER: FEWER THaN 500 
HOSPITaLISED

The number of Covid-19 patients 

treated in hospital dropped to 

1,615 while 23 of hospitalised 

patients are on ventilators, 

Cecília Müller told an online press 

conference of operative board 

coordinating efforts against the 

novel coronavirus epidemic.

“The curve of the epidemic 

continues to point downwards” she 

said. “We trust we’re at the end of the 

first wave.”

Müller also noted that Debrecen 

University, in cooperation with the 

National Public Health Centre, has 

started developing a coronavirus 

vaccine.

Meanwhile Róbert Kiss, a spokesman 

of the operative board, noted that 

entrants from Austria no longer need 

to be quarantined if they present a 

certificate showing they test negative 

for coronavirus, and Slovaks who visit 

Hungary for no longer than 24 hours at 

a time are also allowed to enter.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGaRy TO 
EaSE RESTRICTIONS aT 
SLOVaK BORDER FURTHER

The Hungarian government has 

decided to lift quarantine rules from 

Friday for Slovak citizens who travel to 

Hungary and stay for no longer than 

24 hours, the foreign minister has said.

The measure is in response to the 

Slovak government’s decision to allow 

its citizens to travel to a neighbouring 

country without requiring them to 

enter quarantine on their return, Péter 

Szijjártó said on his Facebook page.

The measure, which applies from 

today, will help the reunion of families 

and communities living in the border 

region, he said.

In view of bilateral economic 

relations, commuters were already 

allowed to cross the border for work, 

Szijjártó noted.

Slovakia, like to Hungary, has been 

effective in containing the epidemic 

and has kept the number of infections 

low, he said.

STaTE SECRETaRy aSKS 
BUDaPEST MayOR 
aBOUT CHaIN BRIDGE 
RENOVaTION

The state secretary for the 

development of Budapest and the 

metropolitan area has asked the city’s 

mayor to clarify his position regarding 

the renovation of Chain Bridge. In a 

letter to Gergely Karácsony, Balázs 

Fürjes expressed surprise over the 

mayor’s announcement on Facebook 

on Thursday of the city’s decision to 

postpone the renovation project 

indefinitely.

In the letter, a copy of which Fürjes 

sent to MTI on Friday, the state 

secretary quoted Karácsony as saying 

publicly last December that “the 

renovation cannot be postponed any 

longer” and in January this year that 

it “cannot be delayed for too long”. 

Fürjes also referred to Karácsony 

banning heavy vehicles from using the 

bridge “in order to prevent the further 

deterioration of its condition”.

Fürjes said Karácsony’s recent 

announcement was “in sharp contrast” 

to his earlier statements and to the 

recommendations of an emergency 

status report prepared by engineers 

at the mayor’s request last December.

He said Karácsony gave the 

government a copy of the report 

indicating its conclusion that the 

renovation could not be postponed 

any longer, given that the bridge “is in 

very poor condition”. Highlighting the 

severe corrosion of the iron structure, 

the report said that any delay would 

drastically increase costs and could 

ultimately eliminate the option of 

renovation.

Fürjes asked Karácsony to confirm 

the information regarding the bridge’s 

current condition and inform his office 

whether the report is still valid or if a 

new report has been drawn up.

He said it was important for the 

government to know since it has 
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already earmarked 6 billion forints 

(EUR 17.2m) to support the renovation.

JOBBIK’S VaRGa-DaMM 
DEFIES PaRTy LEaDERS 
aND REFUSES TO RETURN 
HER MaNDaTE

Jobbik MP Andrea Varga-Damm has 

refused a call by her party leadership 

to return her parliamentary mandate. 

Varga-Damm said on social media on 

Thursday that she had the support of 

many party members.

Jobbik’s leadership on Wednesday 

gave her 24 hours to resign or 

face expulsion for voting with the 

government on a bill which they said 

would enhance “state surveillance”. 

Varga-Damm is the vice-chairwoman 

of parliament’s Law Enforcement 

Committee. Jobbik leaders said the 

party would never have supported 

the proposal.

TWO SENTENCED TO 
COMMUNITy SERVICE FOR 
SPREaDING RUMOURS

A court in south-east Hungary has 

sentenced two Békéscsaba residents 

to community service for spreading 

fake news about the novel coronavirus 

epidemic back in February, the 

regional chief prosecutor’s office 

said in a statement. One of the men 

had compiled and shared content 

suggesting that Covid-19 patients 

had been discovered at Budapest’s 

international airport, while the 

other defendant, the administrator 

of the group in which the content 

was shared, failed to delete it, the 

statement said. The content was of the 

sort that could disturb public order, the 

statement said, adding that the two 

men had made money from regularly 

publishing articles on the internet.

In its binding ruling, the court 

sentenced the first man to 250 hours 

of community service, while the other 

will have do the same for 150 hours.

STaTE-OWNED COMPaNIES 
STILL STRUGGLE WITH 
STaFFING ISSUE

Despite layoffs because of the 

coronavirus pandemic, state-owned 

companies are still facing labour 

shortage issues, daily Magyar Nemzet 

said. Companies like MÁV, Magyar 

Posta or Volánbusz have not launched 

mass recruitment campaigns because 

the virus is making organising these 

more difficult. However the police, 

the military and prison institutes have 

launched such campaigns recently.

Melinda Mészáros, who chairs 

unions association Liga, told the 

paper the unions have already told 

representatives of the government 

that a constantly updated database 

for jobseekers about vacancies at 

state-owned companies would be 

useful. The suggestion was met with 

openness from the government, she 

said, adding that up till this point 

60 companies compiled a list of 

vacancies which could be put into 

the database. The unions agree that 

labour shortages could persist at state-

owned companies as staffing levels are 

generally low, many employees are 

getting close to retirement age and 

measures to fight the coronavirus are 

slowing down training programmes.

MOST OPEN-aIR 
SWIMMING VENUES 
OUTSIDE BUDaPEST TO 
OPEN NEXT WEEKEND

Most outdoor swimming pools and 

spas outside Budapest will open 

from May 29, with safety precautions 

in place. Beaches around Lake Balaton 

will open in Balatonalmádi, Alsóörs, 

Csopak, Szigliget and Keszthely. 

Many other baths across the country 

will open on the long weekend, but 

indoor spas will stay closed.


