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The EU’s measures must place heavy emphasis on protecting jobs and supporting businesses and families, the ministry 

quoted Varga as saying during a videoconference with his EU counterparts. The ministers discussed, among other matters, 

unresolved issues in connection with the European Investment Bank’s (EIB) pan-European guarantee fund set up in response 

to the pandemic. The fund aims to use leverage to provide 200 billion euros in funding to European small and medium-

sized businesses. Varga underlined the importance of providing loans to businesses, but pointed out the risk of having 

the fund’s guarantees provided from national budgets, citing a “geographical imbalance” when it came to the use of 

centrally-regulated funds. Member states in recent months have introduced important measures using their own resources 

to mitigate the economic effects of the epidemic, he said, adding that keeping state counter-guarantees at a national level 

appeared to be a more effective way of stimulating lending.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga has urged the European Union to adopt quick, 
proportionate and fair measures as part of its management of the bloc’s coronavirus crisis.

FINMIN URGES EFFECTIVE RESPONSE TO EU CRISIS

Coronavirus updates

Plenary session of parliament

Parlt’s budgetary committee meets
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Hungary’s first safari park to open in Szada, near Budapest
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5 CORONaVIRUS PaTIENTS 
DIE, REGISTERED CaSES 
RISE By 21 TO 3,556 

Altogether five patients have died in 

the past 24 hours, all of whom were 

elderly and had underlying illnesses, 

bringing the total number of fatalities 

to 467, while the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections in 

Hungary increased by 21 to 3,556, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday 

morning.

Fully 1,412 hospitalised patients 

have made a recovery, while 10,394 

are officially in home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands at 

138,697. The website said Hungary is 

in the second phase and the virus was 

still spreading. The aim now, however, 

was to gradually resume normal living 

in line with a strict schedule, it added. 

Budapest has the most registered 

infections (1,689 people), followed by 

Pest County (486) and Fejér County 

(359). Békés County (11) has the fewest 

infections in Hungary.

CHIEF EPIDEMIOLOGIST: 
NUMBER OF CaSES 
FaLLING, BUT CaUTION 
STILL NEEDED

Although the number of coronavirus 

infections in Hungary is steadily 

falling, precautions are still needed 

as Covid-19 patients can still be found 

in various parts of the country, the 

country’s chief epidemiologist said. 

The protection of the most vulnerable 

groups must be maintained, János 

Szlávik of the Budapest South Pest 

Hospital told public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió, noting the importance 

of physical distancing, face masks and 

disinfectants. Meanwhile, he said a 

wide variety of drugs were in use to 

help treat Covid-19 patients in Hungary, 

including drugs to treat malaria, HIV-

AIDS and influenza, as well as new pills 

imported from the United States and 

Japan. Plasma therapy is also effective, 

he said.

OPERaTIVE BOaRD: 737 
USING HOME QUaRaNTINE 
MONITORING aPP

At present, 737 people are using 

the smartphone app developed to 

monitor home quarantine cases, a 

spokesman of the operative board 

coordinating Hungary’s response 

to the novel coronavirus epidemic 

said. Altogether 10,394 people are 

officially in home quarantine, Róbert 

Kiss said. As regards travelling to 

neighbouring countries, Kiss noted 

that as of today, Croatia no longer 

restricts entry of European Union 

citizens to those who own property 

or a boat in the country. People who 

have booked accommodation or 

want to go to attend a family event or 

receive medical treatment are now also 

permitted to enter the country, he said. 

At the Austrian border, the crossing 

at Zsira will be open to passenger 

traffic between 5am and 9pm from 

Wednesday, Kiss said. The waiting time 

for inbound cargo traffic is 3 hours at 

Röszke and 2 hours at Tompa at the 

Serbian border, he said. Answering 

a question, he said that Romanian 

citizens returning from western Europe 

can still use the corridor opened at the 

early stage of the epidemic.

PaRLT PaSSES LaW ON 
BUDaPEST-BELGRaDE 
RaILWay LINE UPGRaDE

Parliament has passed a law codifying 

a commitment to the upgrade of the 

Budapest-Belgrade railway line. The 

assembly also backed an agreement 

between the Hungarian and Chinese 

governments on implementing and 

financing the project. The law was 

approved with 133 votes in favour, 

58 against and 3 abstentions. China 

is financing 85% and Hungary 15% 

of the upgrade, worth a little more 

than 2 billion US dollars. The railway 

line will become part of a corridor 

for bringing Chinese goods to 

Europe. Work has already started 

on upgrading the Serbian section 

of the line which is expected to 

be completed by the end of 2022. 

The full project is scheduled to be 

finished by 2025. At the parliamentary 

debate, State Secretary Tamás 

Schanda said the investment would 

halve the currently eight-hour 

travel time between Budapest and 

Belgrade. The new tracks will allow 

a top speed of 200 km/h, and put 

Hungary in a position to become 

part of the fastest route for goods 

delivered from China to Europe via 

Piraeus in Greece, he said.
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VISEGRaD LEaDERS HOLD 
SUMMIT WITH MERKEL

Visegrad Group leaders and German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel held a 

videoconference summit focusing 

on the novel coronavirus crisis. 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, the Czech Republic’s Andrej 

Babiš, Mateusz Morawiecki of 

Poland and Igor Matovič of Slovakia 

discussed with Merkel ways to repair 

the economic damage caused by 

the epidemic. They also agreed that 

Europe’s health-care services would 

have to be much better prepared 

to handle the second wave of the 

epidemic expected in the autumn. 

The next Visegrad summit will be held 

in the Czech Republic in early June.

BaKONDI: GOVT WON’T 
aCCEPT EUROPEaN COURT 
RULING ON TRaNSIT ZONE

The government is refusing to 

accept the European Court’s 

ruling that Hungary’s transit zone 

is a place of detention, and it will 

examine the matter based on the 

country’s constitution, the prime 

minister’s chief domestic security 

adviser said. György Bakondi told 

public broadcaster M1 that the 

transit zone on the southern border 

functioned well and had proven to 

be an effective element of border 

control. The deterrent effect against 

migrants would dissolve if the 

facility were dismantled, leading to 

a situation similar to the crisis of 2015, 

he added. He said illegal migrants 

endangered domestic security and 

public health as it was unknown how 

many of the 130,000 people on the 

Balkan route may have been infected 

with the novel coronavirus. The Court 

of Justice of the European Union 

(CJEU) last week ruled that keeping 

asylum seekers in the transit zone 

on the Hungarian-Serbian border 

constitutes “detention”.

GOVT SEEKS TO 
INTRODUCE ENERGy 
EFFICIENCy OBLIGaTION 
SCHEME IN 2021

Industry representatives and trade 

unions have expressed their support 

for government plans to introduce an 

energy efficiency obligation scheme 

in Hungary next year, Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics 

said at the first, online, meeting of a 

relevant working group. According 

to a statement from the ministry, the 

adoption of such a scheme would 

contribute to meeting Hungary’s 

climate neutrality goals, while 

taking into consideration aspects of 

Hungary’s economic development 

and retaining the government’s 

utility cuts programme. Under the 

new regime, energy suppliers will 

have mandatory energy saving 

targets, through, for example, energy 

efficiency projects. According to the 

minister, the government will discuss 

details of the new regime in the 

autumn.

OFFICIaL: INTEREST IN 
GOVT WaGE SUBSIDy 
SCHEME JUMPS

Applications for the government’s 

wage subsidy scheme has jumped 

over the past two weeks, a Ministry 

of Innovation and Technology 

official said. So far more than 

7,200 companies have submitted 

applications for subsidies, helping 

more than 95,000 people keep 

their jobs, Sándor Bodó, the 

state secretary for employment 

policy, told an online press 

conference, adding that interest 

in the scheme remains keen. In 

the three-month support period, 

an average of 167,000 forints (EUR 

475) is provided per employee, he 

noted. Most requests come from 

the manufacturing, tourism and 

hospitality, car-repair, transport and 

warehousing sectors, he said.

DEFENCE MINISTER: 
aRMED FORCES aIMS TO 
PLay KEy ROLE IN JOB 
CREaTION

By introducing special volunteer 

military reservist service, the 

Hungarian Armed Forces aims 

to play a key role in the creation 

of new jobs during the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, the defence 

minister said. Hungarians between 

the ages of 18 and 50 who have 

lost their jobs and are prepared 

to undergo 6 months of training 
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can sign up for military service as 

a volunteer reservist at 25 points in 

the country, Tibor Benkő said at a 

non-commissioned officer academy 

in Szentendre, near Budapest. The 

first training camps start on July 1, 

the minister said, adding that the 

armed forces expects to see 3,000 

applicants this year. Volunteer 

reservists are entitled to a monthly 

gross allowance of 161,000 forints 

(EUR 457), Benkő said.

TOURISM aGENCy: GOVT 
TO aLLOCaTE HUF 150 BN 
TO DEVELOPMENTS IN 
TOURISM 

The government is allocating 

another 150 billion forints (EUR 

423.7m) to the full revamping 

of tourist accommodations 

and other developments, the 

head of the Hungarian Tourism 

Agency said. All privately owned 

accommodations will receive 

one million forints per room for 

development and reconstruction, 

Zoltán Guller said. Guller said the 

government was also aiding the 

restart of the tourism industry with 

developing open-air pools and 

other attractions. It is also funding 

the purchase of new ships to serve 

on Lake Balaton, he added.

aIR FRaNCE, FINNaIR 
TO RESUME FLIGHTS TO 
BUDaPEST

French airlines Air France and Finnish 

carrier Finnair has announced that they 

would restart flying to Budapest in 

June and July, respectively. Air France 

said one flight a week would resume 

services in the first week of June, with 

the number of flights growing to one 

daily by the end of the month. Air 

France plans to operate at 15% of its 

pre-pandemic capacity worldwide by 

the end of June, the statement said. 

Face masks will be mandatory on 

the planes, and passengers will have 

their temperatures checked before 

boarding, they said.  Finnair is planning 

one flight a week to Budapest from the 

beginning of July, with their number 

running up to four a week by the end 

of the month, their website said.

TOUR DE HONGRIE TO 
LaUNCH ON aUGUST 29

The international cyclist association 

(UCI) announced its reworked 

competition plan, slating Hungary’s 

Tour de Hongrie between August 29 

and September 2. The race has been 

pushed back from May 13-17 in view 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic. 

Károly Eisenkrammer, the head of the 

Hungarian race’s organising board, said 

the competition will be hosted by the 

cities of Debrecen, Hajdúszoboszló, 

Karcag, Nyíregyháza, Sárospatak, 

Kazincbarcika, Miskolc, Gyöngyös and 

Esztergom. The race will also include 

the highest mountain in Hungary, the 

1,014m high Kékestető, he said. The 

Hungarian Tour will coincide with the 

first five days of the Tour de France, 

he added.

SZEGED TO HOST KayaK-
CaNOE EUROPEaN 
OLyMPIC QUaLIFIERS 
NEXT yEaR

The Hungarian city of Szeged will host 

in 2021 the European Olympic Kayak-

Canoe qualifiers, the International 

Kayak-Canoe Federation (ICF) said, 

adding that the competition, which 

will also be a World Cup, will take place 

from May 12 to 16. President of the 

Hungarian sports association, Gábor 

Schmidt, told public broadcaster M4 

Sport earlier that the Tokyo Olympics 

had still been on the cards when 

Hungary applied to host the World 

Cup event, but after the Olympics 

were postponed, the ICF indicated 

that the Szeged World Cup would be 

combined with the European Olympic 

qualifying round.


