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The system has proven effective in other countries and will soon be introduced in Hungary as well, Róbert Kiss told an 

online press conference. On another subject, he said that since Monday, transit routes across the country had been open 

to freight trucks between 8pm to noon the following day. Meanwhile, Kiss said the authorities have so far launched 83 legal 

proceedings on suspicion of spreading rumours in connection with the epidemic. A total of 98 proceedings have been 

filed on suspicion of fraud, 26 of endangering the public and 19 of violating epidemiology rules, he added.

On Monday, a further 12 people, all of whom had underlying illnesses, died in Hungary, bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 363, while the number of registered coronavirus infections increased by 30 to 3,065, koronavirus.gov.hu said. 

Fully 709 patients have recovered. Currently 982 coronavirus patients are hospitalised, 55 of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

10,459 people are under official home quarantine. The number of tests carried out stands at 83,958.

Under a new government decree, compliance with home quarantine rules can be 
monitored electronically for those who agree to it, a spokesman of the operative 
board coordinating the response to the novel coronavirus epidemic said.

ELECTRONIC QUARANTINE CHECKS TO BE INTRODUCED

Coronavirus updates

Plenary session of parliament

Stats office prelim reports on retail 
trade in March, home construction in 
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Renovation work gets under way at Budapest’s Nyugati railway station
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
AIMS TO CREATE CENTRAL 
EUROPE’S MOST EFFICIENT 
EXPORT FINANCING 
SYSTEM

With a government bill tabled in 

parliament in connection with Hungary’s 

Exim Bank, the aim is to establish central 

Europe’s fastest and most efficient 

export financing system over the long 

term, the minister of foreign affairs 

and trade said in parliament. The bill 

seeks to further reduce administrative 

burdens on Hungarian businesses and 

fast-track financing for exporters facing 

liquidity problems, Péter Szijjártó said. 

Noting the economic aspects of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, he said the 

world would change dramatically once 

the pandemic was over. “A completely 

new competition will begin with new 

rules, new players, new markets and 

new leaders; and we must enter this 

competition stream now,” he said, 

adding that Hungary would have a good 

position in that race. 

The government’s goal is to ensure 

that the economy is even stronger after 

the pandemic than it was before, which 

requires “strengthening its external 

dimensions” as well as helping export 

companies to further opportunities in 

other countries. 

If the bill is passed, commercial 

banks brokering Exim Bank’s loans 

would benefit from an increased 

credit limit, which would then help 

further businesses to loan products, 

he said, adding that many banks have 

already reached their limit under the 

current regulations. Under the new 

legislation, he added, Exim Bank would 

have a broader scope for manoeuvring 

to invest in property funds through 

issuing equities aimed at establishing 

or joining such funds. The bank could 

finance Hungarian real estate developers, 

helping them to opportunities even 

outside the country, he added.

PARLT ADOPTS 
DECLARATION REJECTING 
ISTANBUL CONVENTION

Hungary’s parliament adopted a 

political declaration, sponsored by 

the Christian Democrats, on rejecting 

the Istanbul Convention. The co-ruling 

party said parliament should refuse to 

ratify the convention, citing definitions 

of gender it contains. The declaration 

was adopted with 115 votes in favour, 

35 against and three abstentions. It 

calls on the government not to go any 

further in acceding to the convention 

and to lobby the European Union to 

do the same.

The declaration said the Council 

of Europe document takes an 

unacceptable approach to defining 

gender, and parliament should 

not incorporate this approach into 

national law. Also the convention’s 

gender-based rules on asylum 

are not consistent with Hungary’s 

legal environment, which seeks to 

take effective action against illegal 

migration, the declaration said. 

Meanwhile, the valuable parts of 

the convention when it comes to 

protecting children and taking action 

to counter violence against women are 

properly embedded in Hungary’s legal 

system, the declaration states.

After the vote, a group of women 

MPs protested against the rejection 

of the Convention at a joint press 

conference.

Tímea Szabó, group leader of 

Párbeszéd, accused the prime minister, 

the house speaker and governing 

Fidesz-KDNP of waging a war against 

women, adding that effective 

protections for women and children 

against violence would no longer 

be possible. Andrea Varga-Damm, of 

the conservative Jobbik party, said 

the government had a problem with 

women MPs sitting in parliament 

because “they show them a mirror 

every day”. Zita Gurmai, deputy group 

leader of the Socialists, accused the 

government of lying when claiming 

that the Hungarian state would protect 

every victim of domestic violence. 

Ágnes Vadai, of the Democratic 

Coalition, called on her fellow MPs to 

resubmit to parliament their proposal 

on ratifying the convention.

NOVÁK: GOVT PLEDGES 
LIVELIHOOD FOR 
ALL FAMILIES AFTER 
PANDEMIC

The Hungarian government 

“guarantees” that everyone will have 

“a decent job to support their family” 

once the pandemic is over, state 

secretary Katalin Novák told MTI. 

Novák said that the government was 
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working to create as many new jobs “as 

the virus destroys”. The state secretary 

spoke after a teleconference of welfare 

and labour ministers of the European 

Union, at which she presented 

the Hungarian government’s job 

protection measures. Participants in 

the conference discussed a strategic 

document drawn up by the European 

Commission concerning issues around 

demographic trends, Novák said, 

hailing that officials in Brussels “may 

have recognised at last” that Europe’s 

ageing population could pose the 

greatest challenge for the bloc in 

the next decades. Novák regretted, 

however, that the document “is lacking 

aspects of helping young people in 

having as many children as they wish”.

SOCIALIST MP CALLS 
ON HUMAN RESOURCES 
MINISTER TO RESIGN

Socialist MP Ildikó Borbély Bangó 

demanded Human Resources Minister 

Miklós Kásler’s “immediate resignation” 

at an online press conference. The 

deputy called Kásler an “inhuman 

minister” after the latter had said that 

Bangó Borbély’s questions concerning 

coronavirus fatalities in Hungary were 

“entertaining”. Bangó Borbély asked if 

other members of the government, 

too, found “the deaths of mothers and 

fathers funny”. At her press conference, 

the Socialist MP also demanded that 

the government should drop its 

billboard campaign, and that the 

billions allocated for the purpose 

should be spent on health care.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CONFIRMS 
HUNGARY’S INTEREST IN 
ENERGY COOPERATION 
WITH CROATIA 

Hungary continues to have a vested 

interest in energy cooperation with 

Croatia, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after talks with Croatian Energy 

Minister Tomislav Ćorić over the phone. 

Szijjártó cited on Facebook Ćorić 

as saying that despite the difficult 

situation, “the Croatian LNG terminal” 

could start operation next January and 

sell liquefied gas. “Energy cooperation 

with Croatia has remained a priority 

for Hungary because the more sources 

we can buy gas from, the more secure 

supplies are,” he said, adding that 

Hungary is negotiating with several 

players in the international market 

about the delivery of liquefied gas 

through Croatia. 

In another development, Szijjártó 

held talks with his counterpart Abdulla 

Shahid from the Maldives to thank him 

for their help in enabling 69 Hungarian 

citizens to return to Hungary since 

March. The current pandemic has also 

hit the Maldives hard, he said, adding 

that they had exchanged information 

about options for the acquisition of 

protective gear.

TOURISM EXPECTED TO 
REMAIN COMPETITIVE AT 
THE REGIONAL LEVEL 

The head of the Hungarian Tourism 

Agency (MTÜ) has said that Hungarian 

tourism has every chance of remaining 

competitive in the region thanks to 

fleet-footed government decision-

making in the early stages of the 

novel coronavirus outbreak. Zoltán 

Guller said, however, that the fallout 

of coronavirus would force lasting 

changes in services. He told the daily 

Magyar Nemzet intercontinental 

travel was not expected this year, 

but domestic tourism and travel to 

neighbouring countries was likely to 

pick up.

Safety will be the uppermost 

concern for tourists, he said in the 

interview published on Tuesday. 

Services that create safe conditions 

will see a return of custom, he added.

He said tourism in the countryside 

is now returning. The MTÜ agency 

is starting a public ad campaign in 

June to promote domestic tourism, 

he added.

Tourism accounted for 13% of 

Hungarian GDP in 2019, he noted. 

For the most part, tens of thousands 

of Hungarian-owned small and 

medium-sized enterprises in the 

sector provide a living for about 

400,000 people. 

Guller said the government had 

reacted quickly by throwing a lifebelt 

to Hungarian tourism, with such 

measures as reducing various taxes 

and contributions and introducing a 

loan repayment moratorium until the 

end of the year. The sector’s exposure 

to banks in terms of capital debt and 

interest payment obligations totals 

around 500 billion forints (EUR 1.4bn), 

he said. 
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Also, the suspension of the tourism 

tax and a big increase in how much 

employees can spend using their 

benefit-in-kind Szép Cards, in addition 

to various loan schemes, are providing 

effective support to the sector to 

weather the crisis, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
COULD BECOME 
STRONGER AFTER 
CRISIS THANKS TO NEW 
INVESTMENTS

Hungary could become stronger after 

the crisis thanks to the new investment 

projects creating jobs, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said, announcing a 

new investment by Turkish company 

Yaris Kabin. The government will 

contribute 521 million forints (EUR 

1,5m) to an investment worth 6.5 

billion forints which will create 

150 jobs in an industrial park near 

Dunaújváros in central Hungary, he 

said. The new facility will manufacture 

farm machinery, and get involved in 

research and development, he added.

LMP DEMANDS GOVT 
RELEASE TESTS DATA

The opposition LMP party has called 

on the government to make sure that 

data on mass coronavirus testing 

reaches municipal leaders and 

protection bodies. 

Unimpeded information flows 

are indispensable when it comes 

to protection against the epidemic, 

László Lóránt Keresztes, the green 

party’s parliamentary group leader, 

told an online press conference. 

He accused the government of 

withholding basic data on infections. 

He said it was also incumbent on 

hospitals to furnish municipal leaders 

with data on coronavirus infection 

cases. 

Meanwhile, the LMP politician 

said it made no sense to hold school 

graduation exams and to ease 

restrictions “when the epidemic is at 

its peak”.

FINANCE MINISTRY  
SEES 3% GDP 
CONTRACTION IN 2020

Hungary’s finance ministry submitted 

an updated convergence programme 

to the European Commission that 

envisages a 3% GDP contraction in 

2020 in light of the coronavirus crisis. 

The programme projects the economy 

to bounce back and grow by 4.8% next 

year, the ministry said in a statement. 

Economic growth is seen exceeding 

4% between 2022 and 2024. The 

document puts this year’s budget 

deficit at 3.8%. The public debt-to-

GDP ratio is projected to rise this year, 

before falling again from 2021, to 

below 60% by 2024.

Hungary’s economic policy remains 

committed to the improvement of the 

country’s competitiveness, continued 

tax cuts and fiscal discipline, the 

ministry said.

NYUGATI RAILWAY 
STATION TO CLOSE  
DOWN FOR RENOVATION 
FROM FRI

The central hall of Budapest’s Nyugati 

railway station will be closed to 

the public starting on Friday due to 

renovation work on the landmark 

building’s roof, a state secretary of the 

innovation and technology ministry 

said. 

László Mosóczi added that the 

renovation project will take seven 

months to complete. National 

railway MÁV’s chief, Róbert Homolya, 

said the 9 billion forint (EUR 25.6m) 

project involves the reconstruction 

of 8,200 square metres of roofing, 

and the replacement of electrical 

wiring and the passenger 

information system.

Nyugati, Hungary’s busiest railway 

station, handles 18 million passengers 

each year and 480 trains each day, he 

said, adding that the building had not 

undergone any major reconstruction 

for the past 40 years. 

The Eiffel company in Paris designed 

the iconic railway station which 

opened in 1877.


