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Hungary has also ordered 47,753 pieces of protective equipment and has received 27 million so far, Péter Szijjártó said. A 

further 100 of the 14,490 ventilators ordered are expected to arrive today, as are 135,000 more of the 3.3 million testing kits 

ordered and 200 patient monitors, he added.

A Chinese production line under assembly in Sátoraljaújhely, in NE Hungary, will start operation within days to produce 2.8 

million masks a month, the minister told parliament’s foreign affairs committee. Some 400,000 pills received from China 

contain an active ingredient that researchers said could be effective in treating coronavirus patients. It is the national 

responses that “are working” in the current crisis situation whereas international organisations are only trying to find their 

place, he said, referring to the European Union. “Nothing will be the same after the pandemic,” Szijjártó said, adding that 

the virus could rearrange the geopolitical pecking order. The pandemic will lead countries to search for new opportunities, 

Szijjártó said, adding that this was “the start of a new race”.

Hungary has received nearly 31 million masks, 133,000 testing kits and 152 ventilators 
from China, with a further 8 million more masks of the 116 million Hungary has 
ordered set to arrive this week, the foreign minister has said.
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Nurse at the bed of a coronavirus patient on ventilator in Miskolc,  
northern Hungary
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SZiJJÁrTÓ: GOVT 
WOrKS TO BriNG HOME 
STrANDED HUNGAriANS, 
prOTECT ECONOMY

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told 

an online press conference that more 

Hungarians were being repatriated 

than at any other point in the country’s 

history. By Tuesday morning, the 

foreign ministry has aided in the return 

of 7,995 Hungarian citizens from 166 

countries, he said, adding that it is 

currently organising the return of 928 

more people. The European Union has 

so far helped out with the repatriation 

of 200 Hungarians, which is 2.5% of 

the total number of people brought 

home, Szijjártó said. Concerning the 

borders closed down due to the 

pandemic, Szijjártó noted that as a 

basic rule, only Hungarian citizens 

were being allowed into the country. 

However, some 12,000 freight trucks 

enter Hungary on a daily basis of which 

6,400 are transit traffic, he said, adding 

that Hungary has allowed numerous 

central and eastern Europeans to 

pass through on their way home 

from western European countries. 

Szijjártó highlighted the importance 

of aiding other countries in the region, 

arguing that if they were to weaken, 

they would not be able to resist 

the rising migration pressure from 

the Western Balkan route. Szijjártó 

also underlined the importance of 

preserving economic cooperation 

with neighbouring countries in the 

border regions, noting that Hungary 

has agreed to open some of its border 

crossings to daily commuters. Ukraine 

and Serbia, Szijjártó noted, had closed 

their borders to even their own citizens 

but three border crossings have been 

opened towards Serbia for freight 

traffic and Hungary has asked for two 

more to be opened. 

Concerning Hungary’s economy 

protection action plan, he noted that 

the government will take over 70% 

of the wage costs of employees who 

work reduced hours at companies 

impacted by the epidemic. In addition, 

Hungary’s Eximbank has opened a 400 

billion forint (EUR 1.1bn) investment 

credit line for small and medium-

sized businesses and is opening a 50 

billion forint guarantee scheme for 

business loans. Exporting SMEs will 

also be supported by a 150 billion 

forint insurance scheme, the minister 

said. He added that the government 

will be introducing new investment 

promotion schemes in the interest of 

job creation. 

NUMBEr OF 
COrONAVirUS 
iNFECTiONS riSES TO 817, 
9 NEW DEATHS

The number of registered Covid-19 

cases in Hungary has risen to 817, 

while nine patients died in a single 

day, bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 47, koronavirus.gov.

hu has said. The nine people who 

died were elderly and suffering 

from a chronic underlying illness, 

according to the government’s 

information.  According to the 

website, there have been a total of 

71 recoveries. Currently, 14,997 are 

in living in official home quarantine. 

The number of tests carried out totals 

23,746 so far. Budapest has seen 

the highest number of confirmed 

infections, with 345 cases, followed 

by Pest County (153). The authorities 

say the virus is still being transmitted 

in small clusters as opposed to in 

larger communities, but it is present 

in all parts of the country.

MÜllEr: BUDApEST 
COUlD BECOME 
iNFECTiON CENTrE 
UNlESS rESTriCTiONS 
ArE OBSErVED 

The capital could become a centre 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic 

unless residents observe the current 

restrictions, Cecília Müller, Hungary’s 

chief medical officer, told an online 

press conference, adding that over 

60% of the confirmed cases were in 

the greater Budapest area.   

Making special mention of old 

age homes, Müller urged that the 

rules should be strictly observed. 

She regretted that earlier restrictions 

such as banning visitors or imposing 

a curfew had proved insufficient 

to prevent the virus from entering 

those institutions. She warned that 

staff should avoid public transport if 

possible and added that a schedule 

of 24 hours work and two days’ leave 

could effectively reduce movements 

and contacts. 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

April 8, 2020
MOrNiNG iSSUE AM

In another development Müller said 

that Hungary has received 400,000 

doses of Favipiravir from China, a 

medicine so far employed in treating 

flu and ebola, which can significantly 

reduce the duration of some viral 

infections. She added that licensing 

the drug in Hungary was under way.  

Answering a question about the 

coronavirus death rate in Hungary, 

Müller said that domestic figures and 

statistics from other countries were not 

comparable. 

Róbert Kiss, a staff member of the 

operative board coordinating efforts 

against the epidemic in Hungary, told 

the same press conference that over 

15,000 people have officially been 

quarantined in their homes across 

the country, with about one quarter 

in and around Budapest. Answering 

a question, Kiss said that the police 

had so far warned over 3,500 people 

to observe curfew rules and fined 

701 on the spot, while filing criminal 

complaints in 843 cases. He added 

that most violations occurred in 

Budapest.

UKrAiNE rESTriCTS 
ENTrY TO ZÁHONY 
CrOSSiNG

Ukraine’s border police have closed 

down all crossing facilities along the 

Hungary-Ukraine border with the 

exception of Záhony, local Hungarian 

police has said. Ukraine has also 

banned pedestrians and buses from 

entering its territory allowing people 

in cars only, the police said.

pAlKOViCS: GOVT 
AllOCATES HUF 9,200 
BN FOr ECONOMiC 
prOTECTiON

A total of 9,200 billion forints (EUR 

25bn) will be available in the years 

ahead to mitigate the economic effects 

of novel coronavirus in Hungary, 

with an emphasis on protecting the 

labour-based economy, the minister 

of innovation and technology has 

said. The government will take over 

70% of the wage costs of employees 

who work reduced hours at companies 

affected by the coronavirus pandemic, 

László Palkovics said at a press briefing. 

The support will be paid for a period 

of three months. Also, engineers 

and researchers will get 40% salary 

coverage from the government. 

Palkovics noted that 2,000 billion 

forints in subsidised credit and 500 

billion in state guarantees will be made 

available to struggling businesses. Fully 

600 billion will be allocated to the 

tourism sector, he added.

Palkovics said government measures 

to protecting the economy costing 

9,200 billion forints were equivalent 

to 18-20 % of GDP.

The state will also protect 

workplaces by offering tax allowances 

and reducing administration 

payments. Tenders will be invited 

for technology development, 

opportunities will be created for re-

training and cross-training, employees 

will get access to interest-free loans for 

studying, and universities will be able 

to issue degrees even in the absence 

of a language qualification, he said. 

Key industries will get significant 

additional support, employers will 

receive credit guarantees, and families 

and households will get additional 

benefits, he added.

SZiJJÁrTÓ prAiSES V4’S 
HANDliNG OF EpiDEMiC

The Visegrad Group comprising the 

Czech Republic, Poland, Slovakia 

and Hungary “have done particularly 

well” in international comparison in 

responding to the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with his Polish 

counterpart. Szijjártó said he and Jacek 

Czaputowicz had expressed their 

solidarity with each other’s countries 

over the coronavirus crisis and agreed 

on the need to further boost bilateral 

cooperation. He said they were in 

agreement that national responses 

to the virus were the most effective 

and that “our European friends” were 

applying “double standards” when 

it came to disagreements about the 

state of the rule of law in Hungary and 

Poland.

NBH rAiSES O/N, ONE-WEEK 
COllATErAliSED lOAN 
rATES BY 95 Bp TO 1.85%

The Monetary Council of the National 

Bank of Hungary (NBH) decided to raise 

the rates for the central bank’s O/N 

and one-week collateralised loans by 

95 basis points to 1.85% at a meeting 
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on Tuesday. The Council left the base 

rate and the O/N central deposit rate 

unchanged at 0.90% and -0.05%, 

respectively.

GUlYÁS: CiTY lEADErS 
iNViTED TO WEDNESDAY 
GOVT MEETiNG

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

and Károly Szita, the mayor of the 

city of Kaposvár and head of the 

association of cities with county rights, 

have been invited to Wednesday’s 

government meeting to discuss 

response to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office has said. Gergely 

Gulyás told MTI that the government 

wanted to gauge the opinions of city 

leaders ahead of the expiration of 

movement restrictions on April 11. The 

Wednesday meeting will decide on 

which measures to uphold and what 

further steps to be taken, Gulyás said.

lMp: GOVT VirUS 
rESpONSE pACKAGE ‘SliM’

The opposition LMP called the 

government’s package of laws in 

response to the coronavirus epidemic 

“slim” and said it failed to provide 

solutions for those losing their jobs, 

for pensioners or for the poor.

Party co-leader Erzsébet Schmuck 

told an online press conference that 

in the present critical situation, the 

government had “left pensioners 

behind” and was “a month late” with 

a job compensation scheme. This delay 

might have cost numerous jobs, she 

said. In view of the projected length 

of the crisis, LMP is calling on the 

government to take over paying 70% 

of the wages for at least six months, 

and extend the employment benefit 

to cover nine months, she said. The 

government should support small 

farmers rather than “feudal estates” to 

ensure uninterrupted food supplies in 

Hungary, she said. Schmuck also called 

for a “solidarity tax” to be levied against 

those who “turned large profits on 

state projects”. Such a tax could mean 

“several billion forints in revenue” in 

certain cases, she said.

SOCiAliSTS: GOVT 
rESpONSES iN 2-3 WEEKS 
DElAY

The opposition Socialists said the 

government’s responses to the novel 

coronavirus had been in 2-3 weeks 

delay and led to the loss of some 

100,000 jobs so far. The government 

fails to help businesses losing their 

revenues and employees losing their 

jobs, Socialist leader Bertalan Tóth 

told an online press conference on 

Facebook. The Socialists continue to 

demand extending the jobseekers’ 

allowance from the current three 

months to nine and set its minimum 

amount at 100,000 forints (EUR 275).

The government has allocated 

insufficient resources to the epidemic 

response package, Tóth said. It is no 

more than the reserves, with money 

drawn away from local councils and 

some special taxes, he added. The 

government has refused to reshuffle 

any of “the 150 billion forints spent 

on propaganda” and money spent 

on “financing the deceptive public 

media”, he said. Tóth accused the 

government of once again supporting 

the select few instead of helping all 

Hungarians. He cited the 600 billion 

forints allocated for state credit to be 

offered in the hospitality sector which 

he said was clearly intended for its 

“own oligarchs”.

He reiterated the party’s call to grant 

an immediate 6.5% pension increase, 

close the pension gap, and extend 

child care benefits to parents caring 

for children aged under 14 at home. 

Tóth welcomed the decision to issue 

diplomas without the requirement 

of a language exam, noting that the 

Socialists had already proposed this 

move five years ago.

DK: GOVT rESpONSE 
pACKAGE ‘TOO liTTlE, 
TOO lATE’

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called the government’s 

economic support package to the 

novel coronavirus epidemic “too 

little, too late and favouring the 

privileged”. DK deputy leader Csaba 

Molnár, who is also a member of the 

European Parliament, told an online 

press conference that the government 

was “scratching the surface of the 

problem” and had left employees 

and small entrepreneurs behind. The 

package allocates no funds to those 

losing their jobs, and SMEs in sectors 
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other than tourism can only count on 

loans, he said. Molnár noted that those 

losing part of their wages in the crisis 

will have to apply for central wage 

compensation, an aid automatically 

provided in Austria and Germany, he 

said. Experience over the past few 

years suggests that many SMEs will 

be left entirely without help, he said.

SZÁZADVÉG: MAJOriTY 
WANT JOB prOTECTiON, 
NOT BENEFiTS

Fully 80% of respondents in a 

recent Századvég survey said they 

expected the government to save 

their jobs rather than to provide 

welfare benefits, the pollster said 

on Tuesday, adding that only 18% of 

respondents held the opposite view. 

“Four-fifths of the population support 

job-protection measures, clearly 

indicating that Hungarians are aware 

of the seriousness of the situation, but 

they want solutions that ensure the 

prosperity and wellbeing of families 

in the long run,” Századvég said.  

According to Századvég, Hungarian 

voters support the government’s 

policies launched in 2010, “aimed 

at creating jobs and increasing 

the country’s room for economic 

manoeuvre”. It also insisted that “every 

crisis also offers an opportunity”, 

adding that in the current situation 

the government should concentrate 

its resources on “building a modern 

economic system that serves the 

interests and wellbeing of the 

people”, fit for the 21st century, and 

it mentioned solutions that promote 

innovation, digitalisation and climate-

friendly outcomes.

JOBBiK DiSMiSSES 
GOVT MEASUrES AS 
iNEFFECTiVE 

The opposition Jobbik party has 

slammed the government’s economic 

measures in connection with the 

novel coronavirus epidemic calling it 

a package “of limited effect”. Jobbik 

deputy leader Dániel Z. Kárpát told an 

online press conference that “some 

of the actual contents are lacking” 

while other measures are aimed at 

compensating “a tiny fragment” of 

troubled employees for their lost 

wages, while the government “fails 

to take into consideration those who 

have already lost their jobs”. Z. Kárpát 

insisted that the government should 

guarantee that each employee receives 

at least 80% of their wages through 

using funds from central coffers, 

halting government investments and 

distributing the public burden more 

evenly. Z. Kárpát suggested that large 

banks and multinationals “expatriating 

their profits in the thousand billion 

forint range” should contribute more 

to the common expenditure.

iNDUSTriAl OUTpUT  
Up 4.1% YY iN FEB

Output of Hungary’s industrial sector 

rose by 4.1% year on year in February, 

up from growth of 2.4% in January, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. KSH 

said the pace of growth slowed in the 

automotive segment but accelerated 

in the computer, electronics and 

optical equipment segment as well as 

the food, drink and tobacco segment. 

Adjusted for the number of work days, 

industrial output increased by 1.7% 

in February. In a month-on-month 

comparison, output edged up 0.2%, 

adjusted for seasonal and working-day 

effects.

GUEST NiGHTS Up 9.8%  
iN FEB

Guest nights in Hungary rose by an 

annual 9.8% to 1,747,000 in February, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

The number of guest nights spent by 

foreigners was up by 11.2% at 893,000 

and the number of guest nights spent 

by domestic travellers increased by 

8.3% to 854,000.


