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“We have our first coronavirus case, in fact there are already two patients who have had to be taken to a medical facility 

due to coronavirus infection,” Viktor Orbán said in a video posted on Facebook after a meeting of the operative board 

overseeing Hungary’s response to the new virus. The patients, both Iranian students, are at present symptom-free, but 

have been taken to Budapest’s St. László Hospital, in line with regulations, the prime minister said. “The coronavirus has 

arrived in Hungary,” Orbán said, adding that Hungary had now entered the phase of defending against the outbreak. From 

now on, the operative board will meet every day at noon before briefing the press on the latest updates concerning the 

virus, he said. At Wednesday’s meeting, the board concluded that Hungary had enough doctors and nurses along with 

the necessary tools and the legislative framework needed to defend against the virus, Orbán added.

Meanwhile, Tibor Lakatos, head of the operative board, told a press conference that the board would continue to keep 

the public updated about the virus.

Two people in Hungary have been infected with coronavirus, the prime minister has 
announced.
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DOCTOR: CORONAVIRUS 
PATIENTS ‘IN GOOD 
HEALTH’

János Szlávik, the head of the 

National Institute of Hematology 

and Infectology at South Pest Central 

Hospital, told a press conference that 

the two Iranian students who have 

tested positive for the new coronavirus 

were in good health and had no 

fever. “Physically, they’re completely 

fine,” Szlávik said. He added that two 

people living with the students had 

also been placed in isolation at the 

hospital for observation. He said the 

authorities were investigating how 

the patients had contracted the virus 

and what places they had visited in 

Hungary. The patients will remain in 

isolation until they make a full recovery, 

he added. In response to a question, 

Szlávik said both of the students had 

recently visited Iran to celebrate the 

Iranian New Year with their families. 

One of them had specifically asked to 

be tested, while the other was tested 

after showing light symptoms, he 

added.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY’S 
STANDPOINT AGAINST 
ILLEGAL MIGRATION NOW 
MAINSTREAM

Hungary’s standpoint against illegal 

migration has become the generally 

accepted approach in Europe, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said at a Visegrad 

Group summit in Prague. Referring to 

Hungary’s border fence built in 2015, 

Orbán said: “We announced a policy 

against Muslim migration.” He added 

that the policy, “now well-known 

throughout the European community”, 

had been “a success”. Times, he said, 

had changed since the period when 

“Hungarians were subjected to insults 

for protecting our borders”. “We’re 

doing our job and we believe that our 

work speaks for itself,” he added.

Orbán said he advised every country 

to carry out Hungary’s policy of 2015. 

“Even if Greece’s attempt to hold back 

migrants is successful, we shouldn’t 

forget about the 130,000 people who 

are already north of the Greek border 

and who want to get into Europe,” 

he added. “They must be stopped at 

the borders that come after Greece”, 

he said, referring to help offered to 

Macedonia and Serbia to protect 

their borders. If the crowd cannot be 

stopped in the south, then Hungary 

will form the final barrier, and they will 

be stopped at the Serbian-Hungarian 

border, Orbán added.

ORBÁN: V4 COOPERATING 
IN TIMES OF TROUBLE

Commenting on a V4 meeting to 

discuss the new coronavirus, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said the 

leaders of the Visegrad Group were 

cooperating well “in times of trouble as 

well as in good times”. The coronavirus 

outbreak was high on the agenda of 

the meeting in Prague of member 

states’ prime ministers. Referring to 

confirmed Covid-19 cases in Poland 

and the Czech Republic, Orbán said 

it had been “a good decision” to hold 

the meeting in view of the fact that 

the virus had reached the Visegrad 

countries.

At the meeting, the heads of 

government reviewed the risks 

and protective measures regarding 

Covid-19, and coordinated their 

governments’ actions, Orbán said. 

The outbreak poses a threat to public 

health and the economy, he said. 

The meeting primarily tackled the 

public health issue as “people are 

more important than money and 

the economy,” he said. Orbán said he 

had briefed his counterparts on the 

steps Hungary had taken to fight the 

outbreak. Hungary has an accredited 

laboratory equipped to diagnose an 

infection within hours and has set 

up screening controls at its border 

crossings, he said. He praised the 

“disciplined” preparation efforts in 

the other V4 member states, saying 

Hungary “will learn a lot from this” 

and may in future rely on the other 

countries’ help in fighting the virus.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: SEVERAL 
HUNGARIANS  
TO BE RELEASED FROM 
QUARANTINE

Nine Hungarians will be released 

from quarantine between Friday and 

next Thursday out of 12 held around 

the world due to the suspicion that 

they may be infected by the new 

coronavirus, the foreign minister said. 

The Hungarians in quarantine in Italy, 
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Spain, Germany and Japan continue to 

be in good health, Péter Szijjártó told 

a press conference. Two Hungarians 

in China do not plan to leave their 

current place of residence and the 

Hungarian who tested positive on a 

boat near Japan will stay in quarantine 

until fully recovered, he added. The 

Hungarian authorities have contacted 

the two students who recently passed 

through Budapest and who since 

tested positive in Prague, Szijjártó 

said. Their route in Budapest has been 

established and the people they were 

in touch with identified. The operative 

board overseeing Hungary’s response 

to the new virus has taken relevant 

measures, he added.

BUDAPEST GOVT OFFICE 
STEPS UP CONSUMER 
PROTECTION RELATED TO 
NEW VIRUS

The government office of Budapest 

has introduced stricter checks on 

products sold in retail stores for 

which public demand has increased 

in light of the new coronavirus 

outbreak, the office said in a 

statement. Hand sanitisers are the 

focus of checks to measure their 

efficacy, “so as to avoid creating 

a false sense of security” should 

products fall short of required 

standards, the statement said. The 

office is also monitoring pricing 

labels to make sure that the prices are 

in line with regulations and outlets 

are not charging more for certain 

products than indicated on the 

label, it added. The office will apply 

“increased rigour” if the rules are 

violated and will impose “sanctions 

in proportion to the extraordinary 

situation” caused by the spread of 

the new virus, the document said.

POLISH AIRLINES 
SUSPENDS BUDAPEST-
SEOUL FLIGHTS DUE TO 
CORONAVIRUS

LOT Polish Airlines has cancelled 

flights between Budapest and Seoul 

until April 8, Budapest Airport said on 

Facebook. According to Baltimore’s 

Johns Hopkins University, 5,600 people 

in South Korea have contracted the 

novel coronavirus and 28 have died. 

Due to the epidemic, demand for 

flights has plummeted and Lufthansa, 

British Airways, Easyjet and Ryanair 

have significantly reduced their 

services.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GREECE 
OBLIGED TO PROTECT EU 
BORDER

Greece has an obligation to protect 

the European Union’s external, 

Schengen borders, Hungarian 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said at 

a press conference. The minister said 

he contacted his Greek counterpart 

once migrants in Turkey set off for 

Europe. Szijjártó vowed that Hungary 

would be able to protect its southern 

borders “even if a wave of migrants 

sweeps across the Western Balkans”. 

“We won’t allow anyone to enter 

illegally and we will not give in to 

any pressure.” It has been clear 

for months that Turkey, which has 

accommodated some 4 million 

migrants, has two options: either to 

help them return to their homelands 

or “open up its gates to Europe”, 

Szijjártó said. “It’s time for Brussels 

to wake up and do what it can ensure 

security for Europeans instead of 

its hypocritical and dangerous 

immigration policy.” Conditions must 

be created in which the refugees can 

return home, Szijjártó said.

NATIONAL SECURITY 
CTTEE HOLDS MEETING ON 
ILLEGAL MIGRATION

Parliament’s National Security 

Committee held a closed-door 

meeting to discuss the situation 

arising from migration pressure on 

the Greek-Turkish border. The (Fidesz) 

deputy head of the committee, 

János Halász, said illegal migration 

dominated national security issues. 

The Fidesz group called for future 

committee meetings to focus on 

illegal migration, he said. He insisted 

that 100,000 migrants were ready to 

travel from Turkey to the European 

Union, while there were “hundreds 

of thousands” of migrants in the 

Western Balkans. Many, he added, 

were “attacking the Hungarian 

border”. Over the past two months, 

Hungary has witnessed the most 

border violations, he said. Halász 

said the ruling party’s group “firmly 

supports” government measures to 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

4

MARCH 5, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

bolster border surveillance and close 

transit zones due to the danger of the 

new coronavirus. He said Hungary 

also supports European Union help 

for countries, including Greece and 

Hungary, in protecting Europe’s 

borders.

Head of the committee János 

Stummer (Jobbik) said that if necessary, 

Hungary would be ready to build 

another border fence.

Péter Ungár, delegated to the 

committee by opposition LMP, said 

after the session that restoring the 

agreement between the European 

Union and Turkey was of paramount 

importance, so that Turkey should 

retain migrants on its territory. Ungár 

also called for EU help for Greece in 

protecting the bloc’s borders on land 

and at sea. Answering a question, 

Ungár called Hungary’s fence along 

its border with Serbia an “effective 

and good institution”, adding that 

Hungary’s border police were “well-

prepared” for their job.

KARÁCSONY PROMISES 
FAR-REACHING 
DEVELOPMENT OF OUT-
PATIENT SERVICES

The most far-reaching development 

of out-patient services in the past 30 

years is about to start in order to help 

Budapest residents live healthier and 

longer lives, the city’s mayor, Gergely 

Karácsony, said at the opening of 

a new diagnostics centre in the 

city’s Zugló district. In line with an 

agreement with the government, 

some 50 billion forints (EUR 150m) 

will be spent on developments 

in the next few years, Karácsony 

said in the new cardio-metabolic 

and onco-cardiology centre in Örs 

Vezér Square. Director of the Zugló 

Health Service András Csaba Nagy 

said the local council of Zugló had 

added 85 million forints to the 511 

million forints received from the 

government for the centre, which he 

said will be able to provide a better 

service to patients suffering from 

multiple diseases.

SZIJJÁRTÓ SIGNS TOURISM 
AGREEMENT WITH 
ANDORRA COUNTERPART

The foreign ministers of Hungary 

and Andorra signed an agreement 

concerning cooperation in tourism. 

At a joint press conference after the 

talks, Péter Szijjártó, the Hungarian 

foreign minister, thanked Andorra for 

supporting Hungary in international 

forums concerning important national 

strategic issues.

Andorra is helping to counter 

EU tax harmonisation efforts 

that threaten to undermine 

competitiveness and economic 

growth, he said. The principality 

has also supported Hungary’s 

standpoint that the curbing ethnic 

minority rights in Ukraine violates 

with international law, he said. Maria 

Ubach i Font, Szijjártó’s Andorran 

counterpart, said she hoped the 

two countries would soon sign an 

agreement on double taxation.

PALKOVICS IN TALKS WITH 
HUAWEI ON 5G NETWORK

Hungary’s innovation and technology 

minister held talks with executives of 

Huawei Technologies concerning the 

introduction of 5G mobile networks 

in Hungary. The company said in a 

statement that the minister, László 

Palkovics, said at the meeting in 

Budapest that Hungary is still open 

to Huawei’s full participation in the 

country’s 5G rollout. The talks focused 

on security, Hungarian R&D capabilities 

in the area of cloud infrastructure and 

cyber security, the statement said. 

Concerning debates over possible 

security risks associated with the 

company, Huawei said it regarded 

cyber security not as a political issue 

but as a technological one.

HUNGARY RETAIL SALES 
GROW 7.6% YR/YR IN JAN

Retail sales in Hungary grew by an 

annual 7.6% in January, based on 

unadjusted and adjusted data, up from 

6.7% in December, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Adjusted food sales 

increased by 4.9%, while non-food sales 

grew by 13.8%. Vehicle fuel sales were 

up 1.4%. Online and mail order sales 

jumped by 30% and accounted for 

around 7.4% of total retail sales. Sales 

of motor vehicles and vehicle parts, 

which are not included in retail sales, 

climbed 27%. In absolute terms, retail 

sales came to 945 billion forints (EUR 

2.8bn) in January. Food sales accounted 
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for 46%, non-food sales for 37% and 

vehicle fuel sales for 17% of the total.

Commenting on the data, analysts 

told MTI that panic-driven stockpiling 

in connection with the coronavirus 

outbreak had boosted an already 

strong retail sector. This may offset 

falling industrial output when it comes 

to maintaining strong economic 

growth, they said.

Takarékbank analyst Gergely Suppan 

said robust retail growth in January 

was partly thanks to the growth of 

real wages and big bonus payments 

in the public sector. Gábor Regős of 

the Századvég Research Institute 

said stockpiling in response to the 

coronavirus outbreak could help 

to offset falling industrial output 

connected to the virus’s impact on 

global production. Péter Virovácz 

of ING Bank said retail sales were 

expected to remain robust in February, 

especially in the food sector.

AJÁN RESIGNS HONORARY 
IOC MEMBERSHIP

Tamás Aján, the former head of the 

International Weightlifting Federation 

(IWF), has resigned his honorary 

membership of the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC), the 

committee’s website said. Aján, who 

has been in leadership roles in the 

IWF since 1976, was suspended as 

head of the organisation on Jan. 23, 

after a documentary by German public 

broadcaster ARD alleged the body had 

knowledge of systematic doping at 

weightlifting events. The programme 

also alleged that since 1992, 23 million 

dollars have been transferred to two 

Swiss bank accounts connected to 

Aján, with no record of the monies on 

the IWF’s books.

The statement on the IOC website 

noted that Aján had offered his 

resignation while continuing reject 

all charges against him. “[Aján] 

explained that he had realised that 

these allegations are overshadowing 

Olympic preparations and Olympic 

competitions in his beloved sport of 

weightlifting. For this reason, with his 

resignation he wanted to protect the 

reputation of his sport and that of the 

Olympic Movement,” the IOC said. The 

IOC thanked Aján for his services.

ALMOST TWO-THIRDS OF 
HUNGARIAN COMPANIES 
EMPLOY DISABLED

About 62% of Hungarian 

companies employ people living 

with disabilities, according to a 

survey by the Hungarian Chamber 

of Commerce and Industry’s 

(MKIK) Economy and Business 

Research Institute (GVI). The rate 

is higher among companies with 

bigger headcounts and among 

manufacturing industry companies, 

the survey shows. GVI conducted 

the survey among 2,268 companies 

in October of last year. Hungary’s 

human resources ministry said 

in January that about 42% of 

disabled Hungarians are employed. 

In absolute terms, the number 

of employed people living with 

disabilities stands around 150,000.

AFGHAN MAN SENTENCED 
TO PRISON FOR RAPE

A Budapest court has sentenced an 

Afghan national to five years and 

eight months in prison for rape, 

coercion and indecency. The non-

binding ruling said the man raped a 

woman in the toilet of a restaurant in 

downtown Budapest in September 

2018. On a separate occasion, 

he forcibly kissed and groped a 

woman on the street in Budapest’s 

7th district and flashed another, 

according to the ruling.


