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Migration pressure has increased considerably, he said, noting the storming of the Hungary-Serbia border by 80 illegal 

migrants on Tuesday. He added that the situation on the border had worsened significantly compared with the “relative 

dormancy” of the past two years. Intelligence reports indicate that pressure on the border will mount even further, he said, 

citing information of 100,000 migrants on the Balkan route and the potential for 3-4 million migrants in Turkey to head for 

Europe. “That’s why it’s important that relations with Turkey are good.” 

Meanwhile, on the subject of Fidesz and the European People’s Party, he said Hungary’s ruling party is waiting to see the 

outcome of the investigation by the EPP’s so-called three wise men. A party that is unable to decide on what to do shows 

signs of weakness, he said, adding that the issue revolved around whether the EPP identified with the values of a people’s 

party, and whether it embraced Christian Democratic values. If Fidesz were to quit, this would be the beginning of the 

end for the EPP, he insisted.

The number of soldiers protecting Hungary’s southern border is being doubled, 
Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office, told a regular government 
press briefing.

NUMBER OF SOLDIERS PROTECTING BORDER DOUBLED

Stats office releases Jan-Nov wages, 
Nov trade figures 

Chief medical officer holds presser  
on epidemic prevention 

Communal water management 
cooperation holds presser on water 
supply, sewage situation in Hungary
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Fashion designer Kati Zoób on the opening day of retrospective celebrating 
25th anniversary of her brand
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ORBÁN NOT PLANNING 
ALLIANCE WITH SALVINI

Asked whether Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán may announce a new alliance 

with Matteo Salvini, the leader of the 

Italian League, in Rome next week, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

Gergely Gulyás, said Fidesz continued 

to be an EPP member. He said the time 

had not come to form an alternative 

alliance. If Fidesz quit the EPP, the party 

would still regard the CDU and CSU as 

its partners in Germany, he said, adding 

that Fidesz would not form an alliance 

with the AfD. This, he said, would be 

a “red line”. Gulyás noted that Orbán 

will meet German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel in Berlin in February.

On the topic of prison conditions in 

Hungary, he noted that 12,000 lawsuits 

have been filed so far and the state 

has been sued to the tune of 10 billion 

forints (EUR 30m). He added that the 

suits were “an abuse” of European 

and Hungarian laws. Whereas prisons 

should provide appropriate conditions, 

the “business” that offenders were 

doing by suing the state should be 

eliminated, he said. The government 

has ordered temporary detention 

facilities to be opened and more 

prison facilities are being built, he said. 

Around an additional 1,500 places are 

needed, he said, adding that a prison 

hospital is under construction and 

three jails designed to house 500 

inmates each are planned. The justice 

ministry is reviewing the law on rules 

for compensating prisoners, and 

parliament will decide on the matter 

in mid-February, he said.

Commenting on the court ruling in 

connection with the segregation of 

Roma in Gyöngyöspata dating back to 

2003, Gulyás said the decision had not 

helped formerly segregated Gypsies 

catch up. The government, he said, is 

ready to help the Roma involved catch 

up by providing them with educational 

opportunities equal to the amount of 

money awarded to them by the court, he 

said. The Kúria, Hungary’s supreme court, 

should deliver a verdict on the matter 

if a consensus fails to emerge during 

negotiations between the government 

and stakeholders, he added.

Commenting on jobs, he said though 

unemployment has fallen drastically 

since 2010, deep poverty was still 

prevalent in some areas. Also, there 

are cases of “natural segregation” in 

schools in some counties when classes 

of Roma are formed when non-Gypsies 

are removed from them. Gulyás said 

the government was mulling possible 

solutions to this problem, bearing 

certain “political sensitivities” in mind.

GULYÁS: NO ONE  
IN HUNGARY INFECTED  
BY CORONAVIRUS 

No one in Hungary is carrying 

coronavirus, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said on Thursday, citing 

current data. All means of protection 

are in place, he said. The cabinet was 

briefed by the chief medical officer on 

Wednesday and it has authorised her 

to coordinate prevention tasks, Gergely 

Gulyás told a regular government press 

briefing. A protocol on controlling the 

virus has been put in place, he said. 

Accordingly, a bus carrying Chinese 

citizens from Prague to Hungary 

was stopped at the border and the 

temperature of the passengers taken. 

Airports and other “sensitive” entry 

points to Hungary are being equipped 

appropriately, he added.

Gulyás confirmed that seven 

Hungarians staying in China indicated 

a desire to return home ahead of 

schedule. All Hungarians in the region 

are in good health, he added. The 

seven Hungarians will most probably 

leave China on board a French plane, 

though Hungary is prepared to 

transport them home in a military 

aircraft should the French option fail to 

materialise, he said. Hungary’s Embassy 

in Beijing is in constant contact with 

the Chinese foreign ministry and 

the local offices in charge of foreign 

affairs. The foreign minister has been 

instructed to survey what effects the 

epidemic may have on economic 

relations and tourism, he added.

MINISTRY: HUNGARY 
WELCOMES ‘ALL 
INITIATIVES’ TO RESOLVE 
ISRAEL-PALESTINE 
SITUATION

Hungary welcomes all initiatives that 

seek to resolve the deadlock between 

Israel and Palestine, the foreign 

ministry said in reaction to President 

Donald Trump’s plan to bring peace 

to the region.  The plan that Trump 
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unveiled earlier this week in the 

presence of Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu proposes a two-state 

solution, with the US acknowledging 

Israel’s sovereignty over the West Bank 

settlements and the Golan Heights. 

Jerusalem would be acknowledged 

as the “undivided” capital of Israel. 

Trump pledged that the US and other 

countries would provide substantial 

aid to Palestine if they chose peace. 

In a statement, the Hungarian foreign 

ministry said that they hoped the plan 

would “revive peace talks between the 

parties in the Middle East as this is the 

only way to a lasting peace.”

MIGRANTS ARRESTED 
AFTER STORMING BORDER 
FENCE RECEIVE PRISON 
SENTENCES, EXPULSION 
ORDERS

A Szeged court has handed prison 

sentences to four migrants who were 

arrested after storming the Hungary-

Serbia border fence on Tuesday 

morning. The men, two Syrians and 

two Palestinians, must serve a year 

in prison, the court ruled. The men 

were part of a group of some 80 

migrants who tried to break through 

the border fence near Röszke early on 

Tuesday. The men also received a four-

year expulsion order from Hungary 

under the first-instance ruling. Police 

prevented the majority of people from 

entering the country, while a handful 

managed to cross the border. 

A fifth man, an Algerian who scaled 

the border fence independently of the 

crowd of migrants, was sentenced to ten 

months in prison. The court also ordered 

his expulsion for a period of four years.

JÁRÓKA: ROMA 
INTEGRATION ADVANCES 
THANKS TO HUNGARY

Hungary has done much for the 

integration of the Roma and the 

poor, Vice-President of the European 

Parliament Lívia Járóka said in an 

interview with daily Magyar Nemzet. 

Referring to a recent court verdict that 

awarded damages in connection with 

the segregation of Roma students in 

the locality of Gyöngyöspata, dating 

back to 2003, she criticised NGOs that 

travelled there “just to make a show”. 

She said the same NGOs had been silent 

on the matter under the previous left-

wing government. An NGO should only 

interfere in Roma interest representation 

if it can effectively contribute, she added. 

Járóka, the first Roma vice-president 

of the EP, said Hungary’s Fidesz-led 

government had recognised the 

problems linked to segregation and 

had been “successfully seeking answers 

since 2010”. “Over ten years we have 

built something that they now want 

to destroy,” Járóka said, adding that it 

is “unethical” to paint the situation in 

dark colours on the basis of affairs like 

the one in Gyöngyöspata. Insisting that 

she had always represented all Roma, 

not only those who support Fidesz, 

she said that even if the situation were 

imperfect, the Fidesz government had 

made major progress in reintegrating 

Roma children. 

Járóka said she saw the potential in 

Gyöngyöspata and its region to set up 

a pilot project, possibly with EU help. 

She added that she had invited several 

EU commissioners to visit the Roma 

slums there and work has started in 

parliament to review national Roma 

strategies. There are significant delays 

in Hungary’s neighbouring countries 

and the Western Balkans, too, which 

need to be addressed, she said. 

MTVA HEAD: 
ACCUSATIONS AGAINST 
KOSSUTH RADIO HEAD 
‘BASELESS’

Accusations by Jewish organisations 

against the new head of public radio’s 

current affairs channel, Kossuth 

Radio, are “baseless”, Dániel Papp, the 

Director-General of the Media Service 

Support and Asset Management Fund 

(MTVA), said.  Papp said he guaranteed 

that public service media served the 

interests of everyone, regardless of their 

gender, race or religious identity. In an 

open letter, several Jewish organisations 

including the National Association of 

the Victims of Nazism protested against 

the appointment of Beatrix Siklósi, 

accusing her of spreading views on 

social media that were anti-Semitic.  

Papp wrote to the organisation that he 

strongly agreed that anti-Semitism in 

public life was intolerable and that the 

public service media and commercial 

channels must counteract it in the 

strongest possible terms.

“There is a consensus on this in 

Hungary,” he wrote, adding that 
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citizens and the historical churches 

cooperated on the matter accordingly. 

“I assure you public media also follows 

these principles,” he added. Siklósi 

previously ran public media’s M5 

cultural channel. Papp praised Siklósi 

for her high standard of professional 

work in the cultural field and her 30 

years of service, including her leading 

work for various charities on behalf 

of public service media. The recent 

allegations against Siklosi in the press 

were “inadmissible”, he added. 

BUDAPEST METRO 
STATION NAMED AFTER 
PRESIDENT GÖNCZ

The Árpád Bridge station of Budapest’s 

Metro Line 3 will have the new name 

Árpád Göncz City Centre as of February 

1, the city’s public transport company 

BKK said. Árpád Göncz, Hungary’s 

first president after more than four 

decades of communist rule, held the 

office through two terms, from 1990 to 

2000.  The neighbourhood was named 

after him in March 2016 and a statue 

was also erected in his memory. Göncz 

died in October 2015 at the age of 93.

HUNGARY HELPS SCHEME 
LAUNCHES EUR 16 M AID 
PROGRAMME IN UGANDA

The Hungary Helps aid scheme 

is launching a 16 million euro 

developmental aid programme to 

improve the living conditions of several 

thousand people in Uganda, a state 

secretary of the Hungarian Prime 

Minister’s Office said.

Speaking to MTI by phone, Balázs 

Orbán said he had completed a three-

day official visit to the eastern African 

country on Wednesday. The aid 

provided by the government-sponsored 

scheme will be used to improve 

drinking water supplies in Uganda’s 

extensive refugee camps, home 

to nearly 1.4 million people fleeing 

conflict, epidemics, political instability 

and economic despair in their home 

countries, Orbán said. The Hungarian aid 

will also fund development to Uganda’s 

asylum system, including developing 

cyber defence capabilities, he added.

Orbán said Uganda, which he said 

was the most stable country in the 

region, was doing its best to treat 

refugees humanely and to encourage 

them to return to their homelands 

when the crisis has passed. The ministry 

noted that Orbán met Musa Francis 

Ecweru, Uganda’s state minister for 

relief and disaster preparedness, and 

Henry Oryem Okello, the state minister 

for foreign affairs, among others.

The statement cited Ecweru as 

saying that Uganda supported 

Hungary’s refugee policy. “African 

issues related to refugees should 

be solved within the continent to 

avoid conflicts arising from cultural 

differences,” he was cited as saying. 


