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Sulyok, who was inaugurated on Sunday, is the republic’s 7th head of state. Orbán said that having worked with seven 

Hungarian heads, he had a good idea of “what kind of president is right for which situation”.

Following the “troubled” situation surrounding Sulyok’s predecessor, there was now a need for a president “who is stable, 

calm, predictable [and] well-known”, Orbán said, adding that the new president would best serve Hungary’s interests as his 

expertise and authority as the former head of the Constitutional Court were “beyond dispute”.  The prime minister noted 

that the opposition could have come forward with their own nomination for the president of the republic, “but they did 

not take advantage of this opportunity”.

Sulyok, he added, had been chosen by Hungarian MPs; and as lawmakers were elected by the people, “the president is 

elected by the people”. Orbán called Sulyok “a deeply religious, Catholic man” who disregarded “vanity” and saw his post 

as a service to his country.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has praised Hungary’s newly installed president, Tamás 
Sulyok, as “stable and predictable” who “can give us all peace of mind”. 

ORBÁN PRAISES SULYOK FOR HIS ‘CALM’

European Parliament holds plenary 
session

Events marking 25th anniversary of 
Hungary’s NATO membership

Events related to the wars in Ukraine, 
Middle East
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PM Viktor Orbán (r) meets Peter Pellegrini, the head of the Slovak National 
Assembly, in Budapest
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ORBÁN: TRUMP 
‘PRESIDENT OF PEACE’

In an interview to public media, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called 

Donald Trump “the president 

of peace”.  Commenting on his 

recent visit to Florida, he said he 

had travelled to the US primarily 

in response to an invitation by 

Donald Trump, the former US 

president. He called US-Hungary 

political ties “especially bad today”, 

and the purpose of his visit was 

to restore relations between 

allies. “This won’t work with the 

current US administration,” he said, 

characterising the Washington 

government as “pro-war”. “We are a 

pro-peace government,” he added. 

Trump, however, was “the president 

of peace”, Orbán declared. Trump, 

he added, had made clear that he 

wanted the war in Ukraine to end and 

for peace to be established. “I don’t 

see anyone else as determined and 

strong as Donald Trump.”

Orbán said the US administration 

wanted to stop migration, “but 

they don’t know how”. The current 

president “doesn’t want to”, but 

even Trump “had a hard time” doing 

so when it tried. “We have a fence 

protected by police and soldiers; 

they in the United States would also 

like one because illegal immigrants 

are coming in by the millions,” Orbán 

said. He said Hungary earned respect 

in America for upholding family 

values “while everyone in Western 

Europe is talking about LGBTQ 

nonsense”. “We are doing better in 

terms of recognition and authority 

you’d think,” Orbán said, adding 

that he had met every US president 

in person since George H. W. Bush, 

if not elsewhere, then regularly at 

NATO summits. The prime minister 

said the Republicans understood 

that this was a difficult period for 

US-Hungarian relations, because the 

US government had expectations 

of Hungary that “we do not want 

to and cannot fulfil”. Among these, 

he mentioned that America wanted 

Hungary to join the war, to declare 

that migration was welcome on the 

proviso it were well-managed, and 

that “we should support LGBTQ rights 

and this whole messed-up, motley 

system of coexistence”.

The current US administration, he 

said, had come to the conclusion 

that “they cannot get on with” the 

Hungarian government, so the 

only solution was to replace it. He 

accused the US government of openly 

giving money to Hungary’s left-

wing opposition, journalists, media 

and civil organisations to achieve a 

change of government. “Of course, 

this damages relations; we are allies, 

not servants,” Orbán said. The Biden 

administration and the EU and the 

leaders of the biggest EU member 

states “are birds of a feather: they are 

all pro-war governments. Donald 

Trump and Hungary are pro-peace, 

this is the difference at the bottom of 

everything.” Trump, Orbán said, had 

“a clear idea, which is hard to disagree 

with: he will not give a single cent for 

the Ukraine war, so the war will end.” 

Orbán said it was not easy for Hungary 

either to raise the money that is spent 

today on security and armaments, but 

it must be acknowledged that the 

period of rearmament had come in 

Europe and the Americans would “not 

pay our security bills”. Every European 

country must do its part, financially as 

well, and must have its own army and 

equipment, and “we must be able to 

defend our own country, or contribute 

to common military capabilities in an 

alliance”, he said. Money spent on the 

army today could be spent elsewhere, 

he said, but the Ukraine war had 

shown that “you can no longer be 

lazy”. 

Orbán said it was a big help that 

Donald Trump’s wife is of Slovenian 

origin, because her husband had 

better knowledge of this region 

than other presidents before him. 

With Trump, Orbán said, “what you 

see is what you get”. The special 

thing about Trump, he added, was 

that “he was a legend” even before 

his presidency. 

On the subject of the US election 

campaign, Orbán said the plan 

to stop someone from running 

belonged in a dictatorship’s 

toolbox, “which is not worthy of 

US democracy”. In his experience, 

“you can only win if you suffer for 

it”, and Trump “is suffering like a 

dog”, because what he has to go 

through is unprecedented. Orbán 

said that he was sure, however, that 

he who has to face the possibility 
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of a prison sentence, being tried in 

court, having his wealth confiscated, 

excluded from running for president 

-- and yet fought and ran in the 

race -- would win in the end, “like 

the heroes of Hungarian folklore”. 

Donald Trump’s election would mean 

much for the economy as well, Orbán 

said, noting that US investments in 

Hungary were worth 9 billion euros, 

and a similar value of bilateral trade. 

“Hungary has three billion euros 

worth of profit on this. But the fact 

that the current US administration 

has terminated its double tax treaty 

and has not adopted a new one is a 

major impediment to strengthening 

relations,” he said. Orbán said 

it was a realistic goal to double 

the bilateral trade of nine billion 

euros. It would mean a lot for the 

Hungarian economy if a friendly 

United States considered Hungary 

a priority economic and investment 

destination. It would be “bad” if Joe 

Biden won, he added.

Concluding the interview, Orbán 

also noted that Hungary’s role as a 

bridge between East and West was 

a major issued at the presentation 

in Washington, DC. Currently, 

German investments in Hungary 

are worth 25 billion euros, US and 

Chinese investments 9 billion each, 

while South Korea has 6 billion 

invested. Today, Chinese and US 

investments are in balance, he said, 

but the Chinese were growing while 

American investments were “stuck”, 

so the United States, if they wanted 

to keep up with China, would have 

to increase their investments in 

Hungary, Orbán said. Orbán said he 

saw an opportunity for Trump to 

conclude a trade agreement with 

China after his election. And it would 

be good for Hungary if German, 

Chinese, South Korean and American 

capital could cooperate within 

the country, and the prosperity of 

Hungarians would increase as a 

result, he added.

GOVT OFFICIAL: ORBÁN, 
TRUMP ADHERE TO SAME 
VALUES, INTERESTS

Adhering to the same conservative 

values could further strengthen 

cooperation between the Hungarian 

prime minister and Donald Trump, 

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary for 

international communication and 

relations, said on Monday, after Viktor 

Orbán’s meeting with the former US 

president and Republican presidential 

candidate, in Florida on the weekend. 

Those shared values include their 

commitment to peace, their approach 

to migration and the LGBTQ issue, 

the “sanctity of the family”, and their 

economic policy, Kovács told public 

news channel M1 on Monday morning. 

He said Trump had proven as president 

that he was “the president of peace,” 

who, if elected, would urge peaceful 

solutions to the wars and conflicts. 

Concerning the war in Ukraine, 

Kovács noted that Trump, just as the 

Hungarian government, had been an 

advocate for peace ever since the war 

broke out with Russia.

 Commenting on incumbent US 

President Joe Biden’s remark that 

Trump was meeting a politician who 

“doesn’t think democracy works,” 

Kovács noted that Hungarian-US 

relations “work well”, adding that 

economic cooperation, Hungary’s 

commitment and its performance of 

responsibilities as a NATO member 

were “flawless”. “The [current] 

ideology-driven US administration 

does not respect the opinion and the 

will of the Hungarian people,” he said.

Speaking to public broadcaster 

Kossuth Rádió’s morning programme, 

Kovács said that “as Hungary is in the 

fourteenth year of a model change, the 

country now gets a lot more attention 

in the international press and in the 

United States”. Commenting on the 

Hungarian prime minister’s meeting 

with Donald Trump in Mar-a-Lago 

on Friday, Kovács said “the quality 

of personal relationships is highly 

important in politics”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: TRUMP 
PRESIDENCY WILL ENSURE 
‘NEW WORLD ORDER’ 
OF GLOBAL ‘PEACE, 
STABILITY’

The world “needs President Trump to 

win” this coming election because 

only a “strong” American leader can 

offer “stability and security to the 

international order”, the Hungarian 

foreign minister said in an interview 

with the website of Breitbart News. In 

the interview published on Sunday, 

Péter Szijjártó said that if Donald 
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Trump was elected in November, he 

would be able to make peace between 

Russia and Ukraine. “Without President 

Trump on board, this war will continue 

for a long time, resulting in many more 

casualties and culminating in much 

destruction,” the minister said. “So 

our foremost hope is that in the case 

that President Trump wins the 2024 

election, he can make peace.” “We 

Hungarians give our full support to 

that as one of the very few countries 

in Europe which is pro-peace,” he 

added. “You have to understand that 

the majority of countries in Europe are 

pro-war, and just a tiny minority are 

pro-peace.” Szijjártó said that if Trump’s 

“pro-peace policies” take effect, “then 

some of those European countries 

might change their positions as well”. 

He said there was “no battlefield 

solution” to the war in Ukraine, adding 

that the battlefield “can only offer 

casualties and destruction -- not a 

solution”. Szijjártó said it was generally 

acknowledged that Ukraine would not 

defeat Russia, adding, at the same time, 

that “we also know that Russia cannot 

win against the entire west” either.

Concerning the war in Gaza, he said 

European countries applied “double 

standards” to Israel. “[W]e believe that it 

must not be forgotten how this conflict 

started,” Szijjártó said. “There was a 

brutal, heinous terrorist attack taking 

place against Israel, with the firing of 

thousands of rockets into the country, 

the killing of over a thousand people, 

and the kidnapping of hundreds 

more.” He said Israel’s military offensive 

against Hamas was of vital importance 

not just for the security of the Jewish 

state, but for global security as well, 

to prevent similar attacks across the 

globe. The interview was done after 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

along with Szijjártó as member of his 

delegation travelled to Florida to meet 

the former US president.

ORBÁN: HUNGARY, 
SLOVAKIA PROPONENTS 
OF PEACE 

Hungary will stick to its “policy of 

peace” and welcomes that Slovakia 

is taking a similar stance, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said on 

Monday in Budapest, after meeting 

Peter Pellegrini, the head of the 

Slovak National Assembly. Orbán 

said Hungary was “watching with 

concern as hundreds of thousands 

die or become widows or orphans” in 

the war in Ukraine. 

Orbán said peace was the most 

pressing issue currently, “but Europe 

is speaking the language of war.” 

Hungary and Slovakia, meanwhile, 

are speaking the language of peace, 

he said. Orbán vowed Hungary would 

stand by its policy and said he hoped 

to be able to work for peace with 

Slovakia. “Good neighbourly relations 

are all the more valuable in times of 

danger,” Orbán said. 

Orbán and Pellegrini discussed 

matters pertaining to sovereignty, 

such as the European Union debate 

on “taking away member states’ 

right to veto certain issues, including 

foreign policy, and the regulation 

that decisions must be voted for 

unanimously,” he said.  On that 

matter, Hungary and Slovakia are pro-

sovereignty, he said. 

Orbán thanked Slovakia for its help 

in protecting the Hungarian-Serbian 

border, noting that the country had 

sent policemen to perform their tasks 

there during Pellegrini’s premiership. 

“We got help in protecting our 

southern borders, which is why 

we don’t have tens or hundreds of 

thousands of illegal migrants roaming 

central Europe today,” he said. Slovakia 

and Hungary fought together against 

the EU’s mandatory resettlement 

quotas, too, he added. 

Hungary and Slovakia both see 

“energy freedom” as very important, 

and cooperate in energy policy, 

including nuclear energy, he added. 

He welcomed that 18 new border 

crossings have been opened between 

the two countries since 2018. He 

praised Pellegrini as a prime minister 

under whose tenure Hungary and 

Slovakia’s friendship had deepened, 

“and we found common ground on 

which to build good neighbourly 

relations.”

PELLEGRINI: HUNGARY, 
SLOVAKIA IN AGREEMENT 
ON MAJOR ISSUES 

The governments of Slovakia and 

Hungary see eye to eye on important 

issues, Peter Pellegrini, head of the 

Slovak National Council, said after 

talks in Budapest on Monday.  Hungary 

and Slovakia are “not only connected 
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through a joint position and a shared 

history, we are prepared to take 

further, active steps to develop our 

cooperation,” he said. 

Pellegrini noted that he and 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó had inaugurated another 

new bridge serving as a further border 

crossing point between the two 

countries. He also said that the prime 

ministers of Slovakia and Hungary 

were preparing a new memorandum 

of understanding. 

Concerning energy, Pellegrini said 

the two countries had linked their gas 

networks and built new electric links, 

too, in recent years. He also called for 

further, intensive cooperation in the 

area of nuclear energy. He welcomed 

that the two countries had managed 

to convince the Council of Europe to 

include nuclear energy in its list of safe 

energies. 

He said Slovakia continued to 

assist Hungary in protecting its 

borders, adding that his government 

had sent “a sharp message to 

humans smugglers” as one of its 

first measures: “Slovakia will not 

be a transit country”.  “As a small 

country, Slovakia will never consent 

to removing the veto right of EU 

members,” Pellegrini said, and 

welcomed that Hungary supported 

that position. The Slovak government 

has decided not to send troops to 

Ukraine “despite being criticised for 

that sovereign and independent 

position … bloodshed cannot be 

avoided unless we muster up the 

courage needed for peace talks,” he 

said.  Hungary is a major business 

partner to Slovakia, Pellegrini said. 

He welcomed that the turnover of 

bilateral trade was on the increase 

and that both countries supported 

their ethnic minorities.

HOUSE SPEAKER MEETS 
SLOVAK COUNTERPART

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér met 

his Slovak counterpart, Peter Pellegrini, 

on Monday, to discuss the challenges 

brought on by illegal migration and the 

future of the European Union.  Kövér 

said in a press release that Slovakia and 

Hungary had similar views on the EU’s 

enlargement, migration and the future 

of the bloc, he said. 

He slammed the EU’s treatment of 

south-eastern European candidates 

as “morally indefensible and unfair”, 

and called for the process to be sped 

up. Hungary and Slovakia’s interests 

in “reforming the organisational and 

treaty system of the EU” are also similar, 

Kövér said. “We insist that the EU 

remains an alliance of strong member 

states.”

The two countries will also oppose 

all “encroaching attempts” to strip 

member states of competencies, Kövér 

said, citing mandatory resettlement 

quotas or scrapping unanimous 

decision-making as examples. He 

called for further talks on cooperation 

“after the European parliamentary 

elections”. Slovakia is Hungary’s 

third largest trading partner, and the 

economic cooperation creates further 

fields of interest, he added. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ OPENS NEW 
HUNGARY-SLOVAKIA 
BRIDGE

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

inaugurated a bridge spanning the 

River Ipoly between Drégelypalánk, 

in northern Hungary, and Slovakia’s 

Ipeľské Predmostie (Ipolyhídvég) in 

a formal ceremony on Monday. The 

50-metre St Borbála Bridge costing 

some 3 billion forints (EUR 7.6m) will 

allow drivers to cross the border in only 

a couple of minutes instead of driving 

20 kilometres, Szijjártó said. He noted 

that Hungary has the longest common 

border with Slovakia, adding that 

the 654km border section had only 

offered 22 crossing points back in 2010. 

With the new bridge added, the two 

countries now have 40 crossing points, 

he said. Under an agreement signed in 

2014 by the two countries’ leaders, the 

number of border crossings has been 

increased by 18, Szijjártó said. “This is 

a real success story which needs to 

be continued, so we are prepared to 

build new bridges, roads and rail lines 

[connecting the two countries],” the 

foreign minister said. The new bridge 

replaces a 15th century one that was 

destroyed in the second world war.

DEFMIN MEETS 
SLOVENIAN COUNTERPART 

Hungary and Slovenia have had a 

“traditionally good” defence and 

military cooperation, Hungary’s 

Defence Minister Kristóf Szalay-
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Bobrovniczky said after talks 

with Marjan Sarec, his Slovenian 

counterpart, in Ljubljana on 

Monday. According to a statement 

from the defence ministry, Szalay-

Bobrovniczky said “we need to 

find opportunities for cooperation 

and strengthen our defence ties 

to maintain security in the region”.  

The minister noted that Hungary 

had been protecting Slovenia’s 

airspace in cooperation with Italy. 

“Neighbours can rely on each other 

… we will come to each other’s 

aid without delay,” he said. He said 

Hungary and Slovenia were both 

participants in the EUFOR ALTHEA 

mission, as well as in the Central 

European Defence Cooperation 

supporting stability in the Western 

Balkans. 

Touching upon the war in Ukraine, 

Szalay-Bobrovniczky said “we still see 

the end to the war in an immediate 

ceasefire and starting peace talks”. 

Sending weapons or ammunition 

would only prolong the war, therefore 

Hungary refuses to do so, he said. 

The two ministers also inaugurated a 

memorial to Hungary’s Emil Czant, a 

captain who died in the first world war 

at the Isonzo river.

NBH: WORKING 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 
PM, CBANK GOVERNOR 
REMAINS CLOSE

Hungary’s prime minister and central 

bank governor continue to have a close 

working relationship, the National Bank 

of Hungary (NBH) said on Monday. In 

a statement, the NBH criticised recent 

“false rumours” and “erroneous 

conclusions” by news agency 

Bloomberg and opposition MEP 

István Ujhelyi concerning Hungary, the 

central bank and the prime minister’s 

relationship with the bank’s governor. 

“Contrary to the false rumours, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán and central bank 

governor György Matolcsy have a fair 

working relationship and continue 

to hold regular consultations on 

professional matters as they have in 

recent years,” the NBH said. The central 

bank called on the news outlets and 

politicians in question to refrain from 

releasing information containing “false 

conclusions and untrue statements” 

in order to retain confidence in the 

domestic financial system and inform 

the public in an objective manner.

HUNGARIAN SET 
DECORATOR MIHALEK 
TAKES OSCAR FOR POOR 
THINGS

Hungary’s Zsuzsa Mihalek has 

won the 2024 Academy Award for 

Production Design. Mihalek won the 

acknowledgement for set decoration, 

along with James Price and Shona 

Heath for production design, for their 

work on director Yorgos Lanthimos’s 

feature Poor Things. Poor Things, 

shot at Origo Studios in Budapest, 

took home four Oscars at the awards 

ceremony in Hollywood on Sunday: 

in addition to the nod for production 

design, it won the Oscar for Best 

Actress, Best Costume Design and Best 

Makeup and Hairstyling.


