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According to reports, more than 100 were killed and at least 4,000 injured in an explosion in the Beirut port, a site of several 

warehouses for chemicals. “On behalf of the Hungarian people, I wish to express my deepest condolences to you and 

the Lebanese people,” Orbán wrote in his letter. “We express our sympathies to the families of the victims and wish those 

who were injured a full and speedy recovery”. “Our thoughts and hearts are with you,” he added. Orbán assured Diab that 

Hungary was prepared to provide aid and support to Lebanon.

Later on Wednesday, the government decided to send one million euros in humanitarian aid to help victims and contribute 

to reconstruction efforts. The sum will be sent under the arrangements of the Hungary Helps Programme to Lebanon’s 

Syriac Maronite Church of Antioch.

The prime minister also sent a condolence letter to the Lebanese Christian Democrat Kataeb Party on learning that the 

party’s Secretary-General Nazar Najarian had been killed in Tuesday’s explosions.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has sent a letter of condolence to his Lebanese 
counterpart, Hassan Diab, over a massive explosion that rocked Beirut killing more 
than 100 people on Tuesday.

ORBÁN SENDS CONDOLENCES TO LEBANESE 
COUNTERPART OVER BEIRUT BLAST

Presser by chief med officer at Röszke 
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Coronavirus updates
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WWII Messerschmitt and Supermarine Spitfire jets displayed in Szolnok’s 
Museum of Aviation
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GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY 
EMBASSY DAMAGED 
IN BEIRUT BLAST, NO 
HUNGARIAN CASUALTIES

The Hungarian embassy in Beirut 

was damaged but no Hungarian 

casualties have been reported in 

the blast that shook the Lebanese 

capital on Tuesday afternoon, 

the foreign ministry said. Tamás 

Menczer, a state secretary of 

the ministry, in the statement 

extended the ministry’s 

sympathies to the families of 

the victims and to those injured.  

The employees of the Hungarian 

embassy are unharmed and 

ready to aid Hungarian citizens, 

Menczer said.

Speaking to the M1 news 

channel, Tristan Azbej, the state 

secretary for aiding persecuted 

Christians, said Lebanon primarily 

needs disaster management and 

medical aid. Azbej has talked 

to Lebanon’s ambassador to 

Hungary and several charity 

organisations and said that the 

local health-care system was 

overwhelmed by the casualties 

f lowing in. Lebanon is in dire 

financial straits and the blast 

destroyed large stocks of food 

and medicine which will have to 

be replaced, Azbej said. In the 

long term, the country will need 

help in reconstruction, he added. 

One of the buildings destroyed 

was a hospital, he said.

HUNGARY TO DONATE EUR 
1 M TO LEBANON BLAST 
VICTIMS 

On a proposal by Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán, the Hungarian 

government decided on Wednesday 

to send one million euros in 

humanitarian aid to Lebanon to help 

victims of a deadly blast in Beirut 

and contribute to reconstruction 

efforts to follow, the prime 

minister’s press chief told a press 

conference.  Bertalan Havasi said 

the money would be sent under 

the arrangements of the Hungary 

Helps humanitarian aid programme 

to Lebanon’s Syriac Maronite Church 

of Antioch. Havasi said Orbán sent a 

letter of condolence to the Lebanese 

Christian Democrat Kataeb Party 

earlier in the day after learning that 

the party’s Secretary-General Nazar 

Najarian had been killed in Tuesday’s 

explosions.

FOREIGN MINISTER 
EXPRESSES CONDOLENCES 
OVER BEIRUT BLAST 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjáró phoned his Lebanese 

counterpart Charbel Wahba to 

express his sympathies over the 

deadly blast in Beirut and offered 

Hungary’s help. The situation in 

Lebanon has become extremely 

difficult due to the explosion, 

Szijjártó said in a Facebook entry 

after their talks.

He said he extended condolences 

over the death of more than 100 

people and wished speedy recovery 

to those 6,000 who were injured. 

Szijjártó told his colleague that the 

Hungarian government will send one 

million euros to Lebanon’s Eastern 

Catholic Maronite Church to help 

support the families of the victims 

and contribute to reconstruction 

efforts. The Lebanese foreign 

minister thanked Hungary for its 

support.

ONE DEATH, 11 
NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY

One elderly Covid-19 patient has 

died and the number of registered 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

has increased by 11 to 4,564 over the 

past 24 hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Wednesday morning. The number 

of fatalities increased to 599, while 

3,431 people have made a recovery. 

There are 534 active infections and 

72 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, seven 

on ventilators. Fully 6,858 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

350,108. New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force on July 

12, with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 
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country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. The ban on gatherings 

of more than 500 people has been 

extended beyond August 15. Most 

infections have been registered in 

Budapest (2,067), followed by Pest 

County (692) and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (312) and 

Zala (265), while Békés County has the 

fewest Covid-19 infections (17).

MIGRANTS ATTEMPT TO 
BREAK THROUGH RÖSZKE 
BORDER CROSSING

A group of some 100 migrants 

attempted to break through the 

Röszke border crossing with Serbia, 

in southern Hungary, local police said. 

The illegal entrants threw stones at the 

police while some 30 of them climbed 

on the border fence. Police thwarted 

the attempt.

CATHOLIC CARITAS 
LAUNCHES BACK-TO-
SCHOOL CHARITY DRIVE

Hungary’s Catholic Caritas has 

launched a charity drive to help some 

10,000 children in getting ready for the 

new school year. 

On the occasion of the 100th 

anniversary of the signing of the 

post-WWI Trianon Peace Treaty the 

Catholic Caritas will also send school 

supplies and backpacks to 100 

ethnic Hungarian children in western 

Ukraine’s Transcarpathia region and 

Serbia’s Vojvodina province, Gábor 

Écsy, the charity’s director, told a press 

conference.

The donations will be delivered to 

the schoolchildren in late August and 

early September, Écsy said.

DK TO PROPOSE HARSHER 
PUNISHMENTS FOR 
ANIMAL ABUSERS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

on Wednesday said it will submit a 

package of bills on animal protection 

to parliament with the aim of 

introducing stricter punishments for 

animal abusers. Before submitting the 

bills in the autumn, DK will discuss its 

proposals with animal welfare groups, 

Gergely Arató, the leftist party’s deputy 

group leader, told a press conference.

The bills would enforce stricter 

punishments for the killing and abuse 

of animals as well as animal poaching, 

he said. If passed, the law would ban 

certain offenders from owning animals, 

create a so-called animal protection 

guard, tighten rules on the use of 

pyrotechnics around animals, improve 

the protection of bees and impose a 

ban on the use of animals in circuses, 

Arató added. DK tabled the bill after 

reviewing past animal welfare bills that 

failed to pass, he said.

RETAIL SALES RECOVER IN 
JUNE

Retail sales in Hungary edged up by 

an annual 0.8% in June, recovering 

after declines in April and May, data 

released by the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) show. Retail sales had fallen by 

10.2% in April while the country was 

under lockdown to contain the spread 

of the novel coronavirus. Retail sales 

improved in May, as restrictions were 

gradually lifted, but still dropped 2.8%. 

Adjusted for calendar year effects, retail 

sales inched down 0.1% year-on-year 

in June. Adjusted food sales dropped 

1.5%, non-food sales rose by 4.9% and 

fuel sales fell by 10.9%.

TWO-STEP BASE RATE 
REDUCTION TAKEN IN 
CONTEXT OF ‘CAUTIOUS 
APPROACH’

The Monetary Council of the National 

Bank of Hungary (NBH) cut the central 

bank base rate at two consecutive 

monthly policy meetings in June 

and July “in the context of applying 

a cautious approach”, the minutes 

from the July meeting released on 

Wednesday show.

“In the context of applying a 

cautious approach, the Council had 

reduced the policy rate in two steps,” 

according to the minutes of the 

meeting on July 21.

The Council had cut the base rate 

by 15bp to 0.75% in June, but days 

after that policy meeting deputy 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu4

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

AUGUST 6, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

governor Barnabás Virág said he would 

propose another 15bp reduction at 

the July policy meeting. He added 

that a rate lower than 0.60% was “not 

a possibility”.

Virág’s comments, made in an 

interview broadcast on public radio, 

suggested the Council, which has 

voted unanimously on its policy 

decisions for years, would make one 

further cut in July. The minutes of the 

July meeting show the Council agreed 

that the 0.6pc base rate “supported 

price stability, the preservation of 

financial stability and the recovery 

of economic growth”, while it “was at 

a safe distance from the range close 

to zero and it remained important to 

preserve this”.

The minutes also show the 

Council was in agreement on 

using instruments other than the 

base rate if additional stimulus is 

necessary: “Council members were 

unanimous in believing that in case 

of the materialisation of downside 

risks affecting economic growth, the 

economy might be further stimulated 

most effectively through targeted 

instruments supporting corporate 

funding i.e. the Funding for Growth 

Scheme Go! and the Bond Funding 

for Growth Scheme.”

GOVT TO HELP POP 
MUSICIANS WITH OVER 
HUF 5 BN 

The government will provide over 

5 billion forints (EUR 14.5m) to help 

the organisation of some 150 small-

scale concerts by pop musicians 

who have been  heavily impacted 

by the coronavirus epidemic, a 

government spokesperson said on 

Facebook. Alexandra Szentkirályi 

said that the concerts will feature 

such names as Gabi Tóth and Vera 

Tóth, Rózsi Demjén, Tankcsapda, 

and Fecó Balázs. The government 

is aware of the difficult situation 

of musicians and their staff, the 

spokeswoman said, adding that 

preparations for the “barn concerts” 

are already under way.

ST STEPHEN’S DAY MASS 
TO BE CELEBRATED IN 
BUDAPEST BASILICA

The traditional St Stephen’s Day mass 

on August 20, Hungary’s national 

holiday, will be held amid strict 

health-care regulations in Budapest’s 

St Stephen Basilica, the Esztergom-

Budapest Diocese said. The mass is 

usually held on the square in front 

of the church to tens of thousands 

of pilgrims. This year, it will be 

celebrated by Cardinal Péter Erdő in 

the basilica with only those invited 

present, observing strict guidelines, 

the statement said. The procession 

will be replaced by a liturgy in the 

basilica and the cardinal’s blessing, 

the statement said. Duna Television 

and Katolikus Rádió will broadcast 

the ceremony live.


