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The solidarity shown by the Hungarian government manifests not just in words but also in the actions it has taken to help 

the Yazidi community, Tristan Azbej, the state secretary in charge of aiding persecuted Christians, told an online conference 

organised by the Free Yezidi Foundation. The Hungarian government’s actions will enable “the members of the community 

that have been a victim of genocide to remain or return to their homeland,” Azbej told the conference marking the memorial 

day for the genocide of Yazidis by the Islamic State militant group.

The aid Hungary provides covers both the protection of human life and restarting the local economies, Azbej said. Hungary 

will also support setting up a centre focused on the reintegration of Yazidi women who were victims of sexual violence by 

jihadists or sold as sex slaves into society. The conference was also addressed by Samuel Brownback, the US ambassador 

for religious freedom, and Jan Figel, the European Union’s former special envoy for freedom of religion.

The Hungary Helps humanitarian scheme supports the return of Iraq’s Yazidi refugees 
to their homes, the Prime Minister’s Office said.

HUNGARY SUPPORTS REPATRIATION OF YAZIDI

Stats office releases June retail figures

Coronavirus updates
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The new bread, presented according to tradition in Parliament ahead  
of the August 20 national holiday
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ONE DEATH, NINE NEW 
CORONAVIRUS INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY

One Covid-19 patient, aged 77 

and suffering from an underlying 

illness, has died and the number of 

registered coronavirus infections 

in Hungary has increased by nine 

to 4,553 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Tuesday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

increased to 598, while 3,415 people 

have made a recovery. There are 540 

active infections and 75 coronavirus 

patients are being treated in hospital 

for Covid-19, seven on ventilators. 

Fully 7,742 people are in official 

home quarantine, while the number 

of tests carried out stands at 348,132. 

New restrictions on entering the 

country came into force on July 

12, with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on 

the severity of the infection rate 

in each country. This can include 

ordering home quarantine for 14 

days and compulsory testing. The 

ban on gatherings of more than 500 

people has been extended beyond 

August 15. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (2,067), 

followed by Pest County (691) and 

the counties of Fejér (379), Komárom-

Esztergom (312) and Zala (265). Békés 

County has the fewest infections (17).

AUDIT OFFICE FINDS 
IRREGULARITIES IN LMP 
BOOKS

The National Audit Office (ÁSZ) has 

found irregularities in the opposition 

LMP party’s bookkeeping in 2017-

2018, the official gazette Magyar 

Közlöny said. ÁSZ has found that 

the party’s bookkeeping was not in 

line with regulations in 2017, a fault 

rectified by 2018, the report said. 

However, the sources of donations 

and expenditures remained unclear in 

2018, it said. The party is to draft a plan 

of action within 30 days, in line with 

ÁSZ’s proposals, the report said. LMP 

said in response that it “accepts but 

disputes” the findings, and maintained 

that it had not misled the public or 

the party membership. Transparency 

is of paramount importance to the 

party, the statement said, pledging 

that LMP would submit its action 

plan within the deadline. LMP received 

173.7 million forints (EUR 503.3m) 

in government funding in 2017  

and 195.1 million in 2018.

AUTHORITY CITES 
CONTENT ERRORS 
IN CHAIN BRIDGE 
RENOVATION TENDER 
DOCUMENTS

Hungary’s Public Procurement 

Authority has rejected the tender 

documents of the renovation of 

Budapest’s landmark Chain Bridge, 

citing errors in their content, daily 

Magyar Nemzet said. The paper 

cited the municipal group of ruling 

Fidesz saying that after a more than 

six-month delay the opposition 

leadership of Budapest had still failed 

to conduct a tender with proper 

content on the bridge’s much needed 

upgrade. The board of the Budapest 

public transport authority BKK 

approved tender documents for the 

project on July 24, the paper noted. 

The project would be financed by the 

Budapest municipality, a 6 billion forint 

(EUR 17m) contribution by the central 

government and loans, the paper said.

Commenting on the authority’s 

decision, Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony said the municipal council 

considers the original tender to be 

sound, adding that the project’s 

urgency meant that the city council 

had “no choice” but to incorporate 

the authority’s instructions into the 

tender. BKK’s directorate will rework 

the tender immediately, he said, 

adding that this would not be the 

reason for any further delays to the 

bridge’s upgrade. Karácsony noted 

that after thorough preparations BKK 

approved the public procurement 

tender for the upgrade of Chain Bridge 

about ten days ago. But the Public 

Procurement Authority reduced the 

original ten-year reference period in 

the tender to eight, Karácsony noted. 

He said this was crucial because there 

had not been any bridge renovations 

carried out in Budapest over the past 

eight years, meaning that none of 

the bidders will be able to provide 

references to previous projects they 
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had worked on. Karácsony also said 

that the government had yet to issue 

a resolution on the amount of funding 

it will allocate to the project despite 

having promised to do so back in 

February.

LMP CALLS FOR WAGE 
INCREASE FOR POSTAL 
WORKERS

Green opposition LMP is calling on the 

government to “fight for” European 

Union approval of a wage increase 

for postal workers. Deputy group 

leader Antal Csárdi told an online press 

conference that postal workers’ call for 

a 15% wage increase had been turned 

down by state-owned postal services 

company Magyar Posta with the 

argument that EU regulations did not 

allow such an increase. The Hungarian 

government is trying to hide behind 

the EU at a time when Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán has been “continually 

fighting a war of independence” 

against it, he added. Now is the 

opportunity for the prime minister 

to have a real fight for independence, 

to push for postal workers’ wage 

increase, he added. Csárdi noted 

that postal workers had to carry on 

fulfilling their tasks even during the 

novel coronavirus crisis. Hundreds 

of postal workers held a protest at 

the offices of Andrea Máger, the 

minister without portfolio in charge 

of management of national assets, in 

mid-July demanding a wage increase. 

Magyar Posta managing director 

György Schamschula said that 8.5 

billion forints (EUR 24.5m) was being 

spent this year on bonus payments.

HUNGARY PPI PICKS UP  
TO 3.1% IN JUNE

Industrial producer prices rose by 

an annual 3.1% in June, accelerating 

from 1.7% in May, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. Prices 

for domestic sale dropped by 1.1%, 

while export prices rose by 5.2%. 

KSH noted that the coronavirus 

pandemic had impacted markets 

and exchange rates during the 

period. Domestic sales prices have 

been down year-on-year since April. 

Export prices increased at a higher 

pace since the start of the year, 

partly on base and exchange rate 

effects. Year-on-year, factory gate 

prices in the manufacturing sector 

rose by 4.9% in June. Prices of the 

transport equipment segment were 

up 8.4%, and prices in the computer, 

electronic and optical products 

segment were up 4.7%. Prices in 

the food, beverages and tobacco 

segment increased by 6.3%. In 

January-June, industrial producer 

prices rose by an annual 3.4%, as 

domestic prices rose by 0.6% and 

export prices climbed 4.8%, KSH said.

MONUMENT TO WARTIME 
RAPE VICTIMS SET TO BE 
INAUGURATED IN SPRING 
2023

The Budapest municipal council 

plans to inaugurate a monument 

to women raped during wars in the 

spring of 2023, Deputy Mayor Gábor 

Kerpel-Fronius said. The city council 

will call an international tender for the 

construction of the monument by next 

summer, Kerpel-Fronius told a press 

conference. The launch of the tender 

will be preceded by a series of lectures 

and an international conference on 

wartime sexual violence. Kerpel-

Fronius said wartime rape was an 

area of remembrance that rarely got 

enough attention in Hungary despite 

having affected a lot of people. 

“Women who were raped during wars 

were left alone with their traumas,” 

the deputy mayor said. Kerpel-

Fronius underscored the importance 

of paying tribute to rape victims and 

remembering how society had been 

silent on their traumas. The Budapest 

assembly allocated 35 million forints 

(EUR 101,000) for the monument in 

January. The memorial aims to “create 

a space to process the trauma and 

remind future generations of things 

that should never happen again,” the 

proposal signed by Budapest Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony said.


