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Szijjártó underlined the importance of connecting Hungary and Slovenia’s electricity and gas pipelines and increasing 

the number of border crossings. The countries’ electricity networks will be connected by the end of next year, with high-

voltage networks operating between Hévíz and Cirkovce. He said the preparations are ready on Hungary’s side and are 

under way in Slovenia. Physical work will start in September, he said, adding that the project was a major step forward in 

terms of improving Hungary’s electricity supply and forming a unified electricity network in the region.

Also, Hungary and Slovenia have initiated a political agreement on building a gas interconnector. Once the gas pipeline 

networks of the two countries are connected, Hungary will be able to purchase gas from Italy, he said. He said both the 

electricity and gas network connections would improve the security of energy supply in Hungary and Slovenia. Vrtovec 

praised “friendly” bilateral relations, saying that economic ties between the two countries were “very good”.

Central Europe’s competitiveness hinges on intensifying inter-state transport and 
energy connections, Péter Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and trade minister, said after 
meeting Slovenian infrastructure minister Jernej Vrtovec.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ HIGHlIGHTS 
TIGHT COOPERATION 
WITH FRANCE IN ENERGy 
SECuRITy, ANTI-TERRORISM

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

praised close cooperation between 

Hungary and France in the areas of 

energy security and the fight against 

terrorism, at an online press conference 

in Paris. After talks with Jean-Yves Le 

Drian, his French counterpart, Szijjártó 

said that the two countries see eye 

to eye “over a number of important 

international political issues”, and are 

working together to achieve “certain 

goals”. Nuclear energy is crucial for 

both countries, and they “consider it 

as a violation of their sovereignty if 

an external party attempts to dictate 

what energy supplies they should 

prefer”, Szijjártó said. Such decisions, 

he insisted, must remain a national 

competency. He added that the two 

countries are fighting jointly against 

the “negative discrimination around 

nuclear energy”. He also noted the 

“very important roles” of France’s 

Alstom and Framatome companies 

in the upgrade project of Hungary’s 

Paks nuclear plant.

Hungary and France are in close 

cooperation in their fight against 

terrorism, Szijjártó said, adding that 

terrorism was one of the factors 

triggering migration. “Once we 

succeed in the fight against terrorism 

we will be able to close down the 

migration routes to Europe or at least 

reduce the pressure of migration,” 

Szijjártó said, adding that Hungary’s 

focus was on a route across the 

Western Balkans, while settlement in 

Libya was a priority for France.

REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS IN HuNGARy 
INCREASE By NINETEEN

The number of registered coronavirus 

infections in Hungary has increased 

by 19 to 4,366 over the past 24 hours, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Wednesday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remains unchanged at 596, while 

3,283 people have made a recovery. 

There are 487 active infections and 

76 coronavirus patients are being 

treated in hospital for Covid-19, four 

on ventilators. Fully 6,553 people are 

in official home quarantine, while the 

number of tests carried out stands at 

312,998. New restrictions on entering 

the country came into force last 

week with the aim of preventing the 

import of infections from abroad. 

Foreign countries have been classed 

into three categories: red, yellow, 

green. The authorities are screening 

arrivals and taking action based on the 

severity of the infection rate in each 

country. This can include ordering 

home quarantine for 14 days and 

compulsory testing. The government 

and the chief medical officer review 

the classification of the countries on 

a weekly basis. To avoid a flare-up of 

the epidemic, the government has 

cancelled the celebrations that draw 

large crowds on the August 20 national 

holiday, including the fireworks and 

the air show. Meanwhile, gatherings 

of more than 500 people are banned 

until August 15.

BENKŐ DISCuSSES 
REGIONAl DEFENCE 
ISSuES WITH SlOVAK 
COuNTERPART

Hungarian Defence Minister Tibor 

Benkő met Jaroslav Nad’, his Slovak 

counterpart, to discuss current issues 

regarding regional defence. Benkő said 

after the two-day meeting that the 

Slovak and Hungarian governments 

saw the challenges “in the world and 

Europe” similarly and intended to 

cooperate in dealing with them. He 

said both countries had taken strides 

forward in military development, 

and they discussed their joint 

implementation as well as signing an 

agreement on joint aerial surveillance. 

During the coronavirus pandemic, the 

Slovak and Hungarian armed forces 

have almost identical roles, Benkő 

noted. Soldiers have had a presence in 

hospitals and enforced border closures 

and other government regulations, he 

said. As the epidemic has not run its 

course yet, it is important to step up 

cooperation, he added.

Nad’ said the talks touched on 

the two countries’ roles within the 

European Union, NATO, the Visegrad 

Group as well as bilateral ties. 

Slovakia is ready to cooperate in the 

preparation of the central European 

security command centre Hungary is 

planning to establish, Nad’ said.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

July 23, 2020
MORNING ISSuE AM

AGRICulTuRE MINISTER 
DISCuSSES CAP  
IN BRuSSElS

Agriculture could only contribute 

to the fight against climate change 

if it has goals that can be practically 

implemented, István Nagy, Hungary’s 

minister of agriculture, said in Brussels. 

Nagy attended a session of the 

European Union’s council of agriculture 

and fishing, with the community’s 

Common Agricultural Policy high 

on the agenda, his ministry said in a 

statement. The document quoted 

the minister as saying that the EU’s 

targets aimed at reducing the use of 

chemicals and increasing eco-farming 

are too ambitious, and meeting those 

goals could reduce production, increase 

prices and harm competitiveness. 

“When defining benchmark figures 

the measures so far taken by member 

states should be considered,” Nagy said.

At the talks, Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland, 

Romania and Slovenia urged the European 

Commission to tighten rules concerning 

the labelling of imported honey, with 

regard to the country of origin. Under the 

proposed rules, honey of “dubious origin” 

from third countries could be traced and 

so indicated on the shelves.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: uNIVERSITIES 
IN HuNGARy, QATAR IN 
COOPERATION TO DEVElOP 
ANTI-VIRAl DRuG

Medical universities and their clinics 

in Hungary and Qatar will cooperate 

to develop and test drugs that 

could prove effective against novel 

coronavirus, under an agreement 

reached between Hungary’s foreign 

minister and two Qatari ministers in a 

teleconference. The governments of 

the two countries will lend support 

to such cooperation, Hungary’s 

Péter Szijjártó, Mohammed bin 

Abdulrahman Al-Thani, Qatar’s deputy 

prime minister and minister of foreign 

affairs, and Ali bin Ahmed Al Kuwari, 

the minister of commerce and industry, 

agreed in their talks.

Szijjártó noted that Qatar Airways 

has helped Hungarians return from 

Eastern countries amid the coronavirus 

outbreak by continuing its flights to 

Budapest until the end of April, adding 

that the company currently operates 

four flights a week between the two 

capitals.

The three ministers also agreed on 

facilitating cooperation between the 

diplomatic academies of Hungary 

and Qatar, as well as a scholarship 

programme for Hungarian students 

studying Arabic, Szijjártó said.

GOVT OFFICIAl 
COMMEMORATES 
1456 BATTlE OF 
NÁNDORFEHÉRVÁR

Just as in 1456, the year of the battle of 

Nándorfehérvár (present-day Belgrade) 

against the Ottoman Empire, it is 

again up to central European nations 

to defend Europe, a defence ministry 

state secretary said. “It was not just 

Hungary, but all of Christian Europe 

that was defended in that battle,” 

Szilárd Németh told public media after 

a commemoration event marking the 

anniversary of the victory of Christian 

forces led by Hungarian general János 

Hunyadi over the Ottoman Turks 

besieging Nándorfehérvár. Németh 

said the victory was about the unity 

among peoples and nations, exemplary 

patriotism and the importance of 

protecting Christian culture.

“The situation is similar now because 

Christian Europe has to be defended 

again,” he said. “Immigration must be 

stopped no matter what because this 

is the only way we can protect our 

Europeanness and European culture. 

This is the only way we can guarantee 

the people’s safety.”

On another subject, Németh said 

the Hungarian Armed Forces was 

doing its utmost to protect Hungary’s 

borders, using the Airbus H145M light 

multirole helicopters purchased last 

year to carry out reconnaissance. 

Since Hungary lifted the border 

restrictions imposed because of the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, migration 

pressure on the border has been rising, 

the state secretary said. Whereas the 

authorities were apprehending a daily 

average of 50 illegal migrants at the 

border at the beginning of the year, 

they are now stopping an average of 

70-80 migrants a day, Németh said. He 

said it was not just immigration and 

terrorism that went “hand in hand” 

but also immigration and coronavirus. 

Németh warned that most migrants 

were coming from territories that were 

the hardest hit by the virus.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: COMPANIES 
APPly FOR SuBSIDIES TO 
SuPPORT HuF 377 BN OF 
INVESTMENTS

The Hungarian government has 

so far supported the investments 

of 806 companies with grants 

totalling 169 billion forints (EUR 

481m), Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign af fairs and trade, said. 

The companies’ investments are 

worth a combined 377 billion 

forints and will save over 143,000 

jobs, Szijjártó said, announcing an 

investment by logistics company 

Innovatív Raktárlogisztika. The 

government has chosen to tackle 

the economic downturn caused 

by the novel coronavirus epidemic 

by supporting companies that 

are able and willing to create 

new jobs “instead of financing 

unemployment”, Szijjártó said. 

Innovatív Raktárlogisztika is 

investing 670 million forints in 

building a warehouse in Győr, 

in north-western Hungary. The 

government is supporting the 

project with a 282 million forint 

grant, helping the company retain 

jobs, Szijjártó said. The new facility 

will be suitable for storing lithium 

batteries.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CHIPMAKER 
ARM EXPANDS BuDAPEST 
DEVElOPMENT CENTRE

Chipmaker ARM Hungary will enlarge 

its Budapest development centre 

and create 60 jobs for development 

engineers, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. The government is 

contributing a grant of 757 million 

forints to the 3 billion forint (EUR 8.6m) 

budget, he said. The minister said such 

investment projects “provide a basis 

for the continuous strengthening of 

the Hungarian economy”, and the 

country had been well-placed to “use 

the economic crisis to its own benefit 

and become the winner in a new era 

of the global economy”.

PREPARATIONS FOR 
GEllÉRT HIll FuNICulAR 
PROJECT SOON READy

Preparations to build a funicular 

running to the top of Budapest’s 

Gellért Hill are scheduled to be ready 

shortly, the project company said.

The project is backed by the mayors 

of Budapest and the 1st district and 

the central government. The funicular 

cars will run through a tunnel for 100 

metres and then openly up to the 

Citadella, Sikló-Beruházó said.

OPEl TuRNS OuT TEN 
MIllIONTH ENGINE AT 
HuNGARy BASE

French-owned car maker Opel has 

turned out the ten millionth engine 

at its plant in Szentgotthárd, western 

Hungary, plant spokesman Zoltán 

Kaszás told MTI. Opel Szentgotthárd 

currently makes one of the PSA 

Group’s most significant petrol 

engines, with a capacity of 350,000 

units per year, the statement said. 

The ten millionth engine is a three-

cylinder turbo petrol engine from 

the PureTech line, they added. The 

plant shut down on March 23 due 

to the pandemic and production 

gradually resumed from May 13. 

Production of the 1.2-litre three-

cylinder turbo petrol engine began 

at the plant in 2020.

luXAIR lAuNCHES 
SEASONAl BuDAPEST-
luXEMBOuRG FlIGHT

Luxembourg airline Luxair is launching 

a seasonal flight between Budapest 

and Luxembourg on August 10, 

Budapest Airport said. Luxair will fly on 

Mondays and Fridays in the summer 

season, the operator of Liszt Ferenc 

International said.


