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The Brussels summit is scheduled to focus on the bloc’s next multi-year budget.

In a Facebook video message, Orbán said he and the other Visegrad Group premiers agreed on several joint proposals 

which they will finalise today before meeting the other EU leaders. “The situation, of course, isn’t easy, but our odds are 

looking better all the time,” Orbán said.

In another video message posted earlier on Thursday, Hungary’s prime minister called the European Union’s economic 

package to offset the impact of the coronavirus pandemic “unprecedented”. Orbán said a debate was ongoing about who 

should decide how those resources are used. “Hungary’s standpoint is clear: Hungarians are the ones to decide the fate 

of Hungarian money,” he said.

Hungary’s parliament earlier this week approved a resolution that calls on the government to make its support of the loan 

package conditional on poorer countries getting at least as much money as richer ones. It also says that the ongoing Article 

7 procedure against Hungary must be concluded before the package is approved.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and his Visegrad Group counterparts have held talks in 
preparation for this weekend’s European Union summit.
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Eu heads of state and government 
meet in Brussels

Oath-taking ceremony of non-
commissioned officers

Cinemas reopen in Hungary
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Mercedes driver Valtteri Bottas during the first free session of the Hungarian 
Formula-One Grand Prix on Hungaroring near Budapest
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REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HuNGARy INCREASE By 
14

The number of registered 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

has increased by 14, to 4,293, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning. The number of fatalities 

remained unchanged at 595, while 

3,220 have made recovery. There 

are 478 active infections and 83 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

four on ventilators. Fully 4,213 people 

are in official home quarantine, while 

the number of tests carried out 

stands at 302,749. New restrictions 

on entering the country came into 

force on Wednesday with the aim of 

preventing the import of infections 

from abroad. Foreign countries have 

been classed into three categories: 

red, yellow, green. The authorities are 

screening arrivals and taking action 

based on the severity of the infection 

rate in each country. This can include 

ordering home quarantine for 14 

days and compulsory testing. The 

government and the chief medical 

officer review the classification of 

the countries on a weekly basis. To 

avoid a flare-up of the epidemic, 

the government has cancelled the 

celebrations that draw large crowds 

on the August 20 national holiday, 

including the fireworks and the air 

show. Meanwhile, gatherings of 

more than 500 people are banned 

until August 15. Most infections have 

been registered in Budapest (2,006), 

followed by Pest County (648) and 

the counties of Fejér (379), Komárom-

Esztergom (308) and Zala (262). Tolna 

County has the fewest infections (13).

BENKŐ: GERMAN, 
HuNGARIAN DEFENCE 
FORCES MAINTAIN 
STRONG COOPERATION

Minister of Defence Tibor Benkő 

met his German counterpart and 

praised “extremely good, strong, 

friendly ties” between their respective 

armed forces. Benkő called their talks 

“effective and productive”. Germany’s 

main objective during its EU 

presidency is to build the bloc’s peace 

and security together with other 

countries, he told a press conference. 

Effective cooperation between NATO 

and the European Union is in both 

countries’ common interest, Benkő 

said, adding that all nations have their 

specific needs in terms of security 

policy. Germany has pledged to take 

those specific needs into account, 

he said. Benkő said strong ties were 

especially visible in the Afghanistan 

mission and in the Pesco health 

project, which also covers control of 

the coronavirus epidemic. He thanked 

Germany and its defence industry for 

its strong support of the development 

of Hungarian defence capabilities. The 

bulk of Hungarian army purchases 

have been contracted with German 

firms, he said, adding that further 

purchases are in the pipeline.

Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer 

said both countries are in the 

process of updating their armies’ 

capabilities and they are working 

closely together on upgrading 

their armaments and equipment. 

Kramp-Karrenbauer noted that in 

2023 Hungary and Germany will set 

up NATO’s Very High Readiness Joint 

Taskforce (VJTF) and cooperate in the 

EU contingent in 2025. This signals 

their commitment to tasks both 

within the NATO and the EU, she 

added. Regarding European defence 

policy, Kramp-Karrenbauer said it was 

important to identify challenges 

together. The Hungarian and German 

armed forces cooperated well during 

the coronavirus pandemic, she said, 

adding that she looked forward to 

further joint work within the Pesco 

project.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AZERBAIJAN 
KEy TO HuNGARy’S 
SECuRE ENERGy SuPPly

Azerbaijan is key factor in Hungary’s 

secure energy supply, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, said in Baku. The country’s 

importance in this area will increase 

when it starts supplying gas to 

southern Europe in the near future, 

Szijjártó said. Hungary’s aims to 

connect its gas network to the 

southern European gas pipeline, he 

added. Szijjártó said a new source of 

gas would enter the Hungarian market 

from 2023 should Greece, Bulgaria 

and Romania carry out pipeline 

construction work according to the 

planned schedule. Hungary is hoping 
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to buy 1-2 billion cubic meters of gas 

from Azerbaijan each year, he said.

Hungarian-Azeri ties have been 

further boosted by economic 

cooperation and in the fight against 

the novel coronavirus pandemic, 

Szijjártó said. Azerbaijan sent 

40,000 masks and 2,000 litres of 

disinfectant to Hungary “at the peak 

of the pandemic”, he said. Hungary 

in turn supports Azerbaijan’s call 

for an extraordinary session of the 

United Nations General Assembly 

to consider global solutions to 

the pandemic, he said. Regarding 

economic ties, Szijjártó said that the 

Azeri market is important for three 

Hungarian companies. Budapest-

based discount airline Wizz Air is 

planning to restart its flights to 

Azerbaijan, he said, and Hungarian 

energy drink manufacturer Hell holds 

a 60% share of the Azeri market. 

Hungarian oil and gas company 

MOL has a 1.5 billion dollar share of 

an Azeri oil field, the largest in the 

world, and the pipeline delivering 

the oil to the West. MOL regards 

Azerbaijan as key to beefing up its 

role as a regional player, he said.

PAlKOVICS: GOVT AIMS 
TO STRENGTHEN SCIENCE, 
INNOVATION OuTSIDE 
BuDAPEST

The government aims to strengthen 

science and innovation in Hungarian 

cities besides Budapest, László 

Palkovics, the minister of innovation 

and technology, said. Academic 

life in Hungary is centred heavily 

around the capital, with two-thirds 

of all research activity taking place in 

Budapest or Pest County, Palkovics said 

during a tour of a knowledge centre 

operated by the Budapest University 

of Technology and Economics in 

Balatonfüred on the shore of Lake 

Balaton.

This is something the government 

wants to change, he said, adding that 

cities like Balatonfüred, Nagykanizsa 

and Zalaegerszeg, in western 

Hungary, should take part in the 

country’s academic and scientific 

life so that businesses operating there 

have the same access to knowledge 

as Budapest and the other “university 

cities”. The government views 

universities as “key players in their 

local innovation ecosystems”, and it 

is in favour of allowing them set up 

campuses outside their cities, the 

minister said.

SIGNATuRE DRIVE FOR 
NATIONAl REGIONS 
TO CONTINuE FROM 
SATuRDAy

The drive to collect signatures in 

support of the European Citizens’ 

Initiative for the protection of 

national regions will resume on 

Saturday, Balázs Izsák, head of the 

Szekler National Council (SZNT), 

said. Citizens of all European Union 

member states will be able to add 

their signature when the relevant 

website is up and running from 

Saturday, he said. Support for the 

initiative can be registered in the 

next three and a half months, he 

added. The initiative’s success 

largely depends on gaining broad 

European legitimacy, he said, noting 

that at least one million signatures are 

needed from across 15-20 countries. 

Whereas the organisers have already 

collected well above the minimum 

number, they have not yet achieved 

this in enough countries. Izsák said 

citizens’ initiatives in the EU had not 

gained in popularity, with only six out 

of 74 citizens’ initiatives over the past 

eight years gathering the one million 

signatures required. He insisted that 

the EU’s aim of opening up its affairs 

to citizens through direct democracy 

had failed.

DOMESTIC TOuRISM 
TAKES OFF

The number of guest nights spent in 

the country is growing fast, Zoltán 

Guller, the head of the Hungarian 

Tourism Agency, said. In June, 

500,000 guests spent almost one 

and a half million nights in domestic 

accommodation, he said in a 

podcast. The number is still lower 

than in previous comparable periods, 

but there were five times as many 

domestic tourists compared with May, 

and July bookings also look promising, 

he said. Tourism has largely centred 

around Lake Balaton in the past month, 

and there are also many more foreign 

guests, too. Towards the end of June, 

70 planes landed and took off in a 

single day on average at Budapest’s 
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Liszt Ferenc International Airport, with 

more than 100 passengers on each 

plane, he noted, adding that plane 

loads are constantly increasing.

CITy PARK TO BECOME 
CAR-FREE

A recently adopted government 

resolution bans cars from entering 

the entirety of Budapest’s City 

Park, the head of the Budapest 

Development Centre said. Dávid 

Vitézy said on Facebook that the 

city’s public development council, 

of which Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

and the Prime Minister’s chief of staff 

Gergely Gulyás are both members, 

had proposed closing the entire 

park to traffic. The main road from 

Heroes’ Square will be sealed off and 

parking will be banned in the entire 

park. Állatkert Avenue on one side of 

the park can still be used during peak 

periods, however. Parking spaces 

will be available in an underground 

parking garage built as part of the 

Liget Budapest project, and a P&R 

parking lot will be available at a 

nearby underground station, Vitézy 

said.

GOVT OFFICIAl: BuDAPEST 
lOSING DEVElOPMENT 
FuNDS DuE TO 
KARÁCSONy’S ‘BluNDERS’

Budapest is losing significant 

developments and funding due to 

“blundering” on the part of Mayor 

Gergely Karácsony, a government 

official said. Tamás Schanda, a state 

secretary of the innovation and 

technology ministry, told a press 

conference that the upgrade of a 

port and roads in Budapest’s southern 

21st district had been plunged into 

uncertainty because the metropolitan 

administration had made a “gross 

amateurish mistake” in the tender 

which made the investment ineligible 

for funding. “István Tarlós started the 

project and his successor has ruined 

it,” Schanda said, referring to the 

former mayor who was backed by the 

ruling Fidesz party, and called on the 

municipal council to finish the project 

from its own funds.

Schanda slammed the Budapest 

leadership for “blocking” the 

construction of a new bridge across 

the Danube, a superhospital in 

southern Buda and the development 

of the City Park. “Karácsony and the 

rest of the leadership also acted in a 

cowardly and irresponsible manner 

during the epidemic and now they’re 

continuing their blundering around 

the upgrade of the national symbol 

that is the Chain Bridge,” Schanda 

said. He said Karácsony, and his 

five deputies and 41 advisers “are 

like parodies of themselves who 

are causing damage to Budapest’s 

residents with their circus acts”.

Fidesz lawmaker Szilárd Nemeth 

said the 21st district was “probably 

the greatest loser” of Karácsony’s 

mayoralty, adding that local 

developments may have been shut 

down as an act of “politically motivated 

revenge”.

SOCIAlISTS CAll ON 
GOVT TO ‘ClARIFy’ 
PROCuREMENTS DuRING 
PANDEMIC

The Socialist Party has called on the 

government to clarify the status of 

health-care-related procurements 

during the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

a party lawmaker said.

Ildikó Borbély Bangó told an online 

press conference that the foreign 

ministry had ordered the purchase of 

“outrageously priced” ventilators by 

international comparison, and one of 

the companies used had since been 

embroiled in a scandal in Slovenia.

The party will make a written query 

to Miklós Kásler, the minister of human 

resources, and Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó regarding the decision-

making process for procuring the 

ventilators, the mediators employed, 

as well as the number of machines 

actually delivered to hospitals, Bangó 

said. She called on the ruling parties 

to support the establishment of a 

parliamentary committee to review 

the outcomes of government 

measures during the epidemic.

The committee, the Socialist 

politician added, would be an 

appropriate forum for making 

preparations for a potential second 

wave of the novel coronavirus with 

a view to avoiding the scenario of a 

large number of hospital infections. 

“Half of all fatalities” were due to 

infections picked up in hospitals, she 

said.
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The ruling Fidesz party said in 

response that the left-wing opposition 

parties “can’t even set aside their 

hatred or their power interests in the 

midst of the coronavirus epidemic, and 

they’re doing everything to prevent 

protection measures.”

The Fidesz statement said the left 

wing had failed to vote for legislation 

needed for the country to protect itself 

from the virus and had rejected the 

coronavirus law which enabled the 

government to take swift decisions 

amid the emergency situation before 

instituting regulations for a state of 

medical preparedness. The statement 

called this “a disgrace”.

POlICE BuST STOlEN 
luXuRy CAR RACKET IN NE 
HuNGARy

Police have broken up a luxury car 

rebirthing operation in Miskolc, in 

north-eastern Hungary, an official of 

the operational police force said. The 

illegal network’s 52-year-old leader 

has been taken into custody and 

placed in pre-trial detention, Gábor 

Némedi, the head of the department 

dealing with priority cases, told a 

press conference. Police seized 20 

stolen vehicles in coordinated raids 

at the network’s various Miskolc 

premises last week, nine of which 

had been taken apart. Investigators 

believe the gang scratched off the 

cars’ vehicle identification numbers, 

forged the rest of their identifiers 

and sold the cars to dealerships after 

putting them back together. The 

network comprised seven companies, 

including a German and a Slovak firm, 

Némedi said. He said the cars seized 

during the raid had been stolen in 

Hungary and western European 

countries, namely Austria and 

Germany, adding that the network 

resold the vehicles in Hungary. He also 

revealed that the gang’s leader was 

known to police and had 3-4 pending 

criminal investigations against him. 

A search of one of the stolen cars 

yielded five firearms, ammunition and 

6.5 kilograms of an illegal substance, 

which was later confirmed to be 

amphetamine with an estimated 

street value of 20 million forints (EUR 

56,500), Némedi said. Police also 

found 10.4 million forints in cash at 

the suspect’s apartment which he was 

unable to account for.

AIRBuS SETS uP 
HElICOPTER OARTS JV 
WITH HuNGARIAN STATE

Aircraft maker Airbus established 

a joint venture with the state of 

Hungary that will manufacture 

helicopter parts in Gyula (SE 

Hungary). Airbus Helicopters CEO 

Bruno Even and managing director 

of the state-owned National Aviation 

Industry Project Company Miklós Kun 

signed the articles of incorporation 

of the JV, called Airbus Helicopters 

Hungary, in which the state will hold 

a 30% stake.

Gyula mayor Ernő Görgényi said the 

plant would mark the start of a new 

economic era for the city.

The plant will employ more than 200 

highly-trained workers to make high 

precision metallic elementary parts for 

the dynamic systems of helicopters. 

Production is expected to start in 2022.


