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Every new infection in the country could be linked to a foreign “movement”, Orbán said, commenting on the upsurge of 

the epidemic in several countries such as Croatia, Serbia, Romania and Slovenia. “Hungary is safe” but protection measures 

against any reintroduction of the virus from abroad are needed, he said. “Anything that happens in Europe affects us, too,” 

he said. “We’ll have to contend with another tightening [of epidemiological rules] at home,” he added.  “We don’t yet know 

what this will look like,” he said, adding that the country’s operative board in charge of containing the virus had been given 

a deadline of noon on Friday to make a proposal on how Hungary should be protected. “More Lake Balaton, less Adriatic,” 

the prime minister said. “And then the epidemic can be kept under control.” He said the operative board had detected 

a foreign “strain” in each new infection in Hungary. Hungary had resumed monitoring measures taken by Austria, where 

quarantine, testing and border controls were part of a combined package, he said.

Protection measures against coronavirus entering Hungary from abroad must be in 
place, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in a radio interview.

ORBÁN: NEW DEFENCE MEASuRES NEEDED

Coronavirus updates
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ORBÁN CAllS FOR ‘FAIR, 
FlEXIBlE’ Eu RESPONSE 
PACKAGE

On the topic of the European Union’s 

recovery plan for rebooting the 

economy after the epidemic, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said the loan 

package must be “fair and flexible, 

and should not be mixed with 

politics.” In an interview to public 

radio, the prime minister accused 

“big-mouthed liberals” in the European 

Union of having a tendency to threaten 

“anyone they don’t like” with financial 

sanctions. He called this “uncivilised” 

and a “dead end”. Money that is tainted 

by ideology and politics “will surely 

be spent badly”, Orbán said, adding 

that political considerations should 

not be confused with economic 

decision-making. The prime minister 

said any attempt to link the rule of 

law issue to the EU rescue package 

would inevitably turn into a political 

dispute. If the two became confused, 

there would be no relaunching of the 

economy and “no budget”, he added. 

“I wouldn’t advise large EU member 

states ... to try this now,” he said.  

He said that by September, several 

countries that are richer than Hungary 

but more financially vulnerable may 

“fall to their knees”. Orbán referred 

to Portugal -- whose prime minister 

is visiting Hungary early next week -- 

Spain and France.

Referring to the loan package, 

he said Hungarians found debt 

“frightening” and they understood its 

danger and its “communist legacy”. 

“And when the communists came back 

in their modern form as socialists, this 

very same threat returned in 2002-

2010 in the form of foreign currency 

debt,” he added. The prime minister 

noted that Hungary could veto the 

EU. “But this should only be done 

as a last resort,” he said, adding that 

there was now a chance to reduce 

the risk of borrowing by insisting that 

money should be spent on economic 

development. No constraints should 

be imposed on how the money is 

spent, he said.

The prime minister also touched on 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 

recent comments that the German 

EU presidency would stand up for the 

principle of the rule of law and would 

speak out any time it is curtailed “even 

if we’re talking about Viktor Orbán”.  “I 

would not be this energetic if I were 

the Germans,” Orbán said in reaction. 

“If we compare the state of the rule of 

law in Hungary to how it is in Germany 

then we might be the ones to come 

out on top.” He argued that in Hungary 

it was “inconceivable” for constitutional 

court judges to be members of 

political parties, which was a common 

practice in Germany.

As regards the domestic economy, 

Orbán said Hungary had achieved a 

breakthrough in terms of the situation 

on the job market. Some 4.5 million 

people were employed in the country 

prior to the epidemic, which fell to 4.37 

million at the low point of the crisis, he 

said. But unemployment has started 

going down again, the economy has 

begun adding jobs, “which is not 

just a short-term phenomenon”, the 

prime minister said. He added that the 

government’s response measures had 

saved more than one million jobs. By 

supporting business developments, 

the government has also helped 

create between 70,000 and 80,000 

new jobs and some 90,000 people 

are employed as part of the fostered 

work scheme, Orbán said. But, he said, 

because economic crises tended to 

have delayed effects that only show 

up 5-6 months later, the government 

was preparing for “another test around 

January”.

Concerning a recent court ruling 

handing a suspended prison sentence 

to Gábor Kaleta, Hungary’s former 

ambassador to Peru, for possession 

of child pornography, Orbán said 

Hungary needed to enact laws 

that addressed paedophilia, the 

exploitation of children, drug use 

and the dangers or the internet 

in a way that reassured parents. 

Drafting, tightening and amending 

child protection laws will be one of 

parliament’s most important tasks in 

the autumn session “because we must 

protect our children”, he said. He said 

the “lenient” ruling in the Kaleta case 

proved that neither the prosecutor’s 

office nor the courts were under the 

influence of the government, arguing 

that if they were “the punishment 

would have been five times as severe”. 

“No punishment seems severe enough 

in a case like this,” Orbán said. He 

vowed that the court ruling would 

not be the end of the case, saying 
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he did not want the country to feel 

as if its government were trying to 

explain why it was idle in a situation 

that demanded moral action.

NOVÁK CAllS FOR 
STRENGTHENING ‘REAl 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTIES’

Katalin Novák, the state secretary for 

family and youth affairs, in an interview 

to the online edition of the daily Magyar 

Hírlap, called for the strengthening of “real 

Christian democratic parties interested 

in bettering the future of Europe”. 

Commenting on Wednesday’s Europe 

Uncensored conference, Novák, who is 

also the deputy leader of Hungary’s ruling 

Fidesz, noted that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić 

and Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Jansa 

were also joined at the event by Francois-

Xavier Bellamy, the head of France’s 

Republicans in the European Parliament. 

She said Bellamy lived by “true right-

wing” values and “understands exactly 

the historical differences between the 

continent’s eastern and western halves”. 

Bellamy, she said, was also interested in 

having a right wing in Europe that was 

strong and capable of action.

As regards the relationship between 

Fidesz and its European political 

grouping, the European People’s Party, 

Novák noted that she and Gergely 

Gulyás, the prime minister’s chief of 

staff, held talks with leading politicians 

of Germany’s ruling CDU and CSU parties 

in Berlin last week. “So the dialogue is 

ongoing,” she said, adding, however, that 

there were still disagreements between 

the two sides, namely on questions such 

as the extent to which they should get 

involved in each other’s internal affairs. 

“We have a shared future but not all of 

its elements are the same,” Novák said. 

“We want to uphold these differences: 

the freedom to make our own decisions 

and our sovereignty which every 

nation is entitled to.” Novák said the 

disagreements between Fidesz and the 

EPP were generally caused by “our not 

wanting to fall in line on issues that the 

Hungarian people are against”.

As regards Donald Tusk, the head of the 

EPP, Novák said he had “put all his eggs 

in one basket” and was trying to lead 

the conservative grouping in a way that 

“suits his own personal Polish domestic 

political interests”. She said Tusk tended 

to make comments that represented a 

minority view. “So he gets a lot of criticism 

behind closed doors, and rightfully so,” 

she said. “We think this is how criticism 

should be expressed within a political 

family.” She said Fidesz would expect 

Tusk to apply the same approach “but he 

keeps making it clear in public that he’d 

prefer to see Fidesz outside the EPP and 

is campaigning against the Hungarian 

ruling party”. Though Tusk is formally 

the leader of the EPP, “his remarks only 

represent is own biased personal views,” 

Novák added. However, she said a report 

being prepared by Bellamy at the request 

of Manfred Weber, the EPP’s group leader, 

on what Christian democracy should look 

like in the 21st century gave her reason 

for optimism because “Bellamy knows no 

compromise when it comes to the EPP’s 

traditional values.”

GOVT OFFICIAl REJECTS 
‘STATE-SPONSORED 
DISINFORMATION’ 
ACCuSATION IN 
EuRONEWS OPINION PIECE

Zoltán Kovács, Hungary’s state secretary 

for international communication and 

relations, has responded to an opinion 

piece on euronews.com claiming 

that Hungary did not belong to the 

countries where “democratically-

elected leaders are increasingly 

fuelling the spread of disinformation”, 

saying Hungary’s government had 

fought against “fake news for the past 

decade” and it was rather the authors 

themselves who were engaging in such 

activities.

In an opinion piece published on July 

6, Péter Krekó and Sohini Chatterjee 

listed several governments which they 

said disseminated disinformation to 

“create chaos” and “confuse the public”. 

They accused Hungary’s government of 

spreading disinformation and creating 

“the most centralised media empire 

ever within the European Union”.

In reaction, Kovács noted that 

Krekó was a founding member of 

Political Capital, a policy research 

institute “contracted to conduct 

communication campaigns for 

hundreds of millions of forints” by the 

Socialist governments under Prime 

Ministers Ferenc Gyurcsány and Gordon 

Bajnai. Regarding accusations that the 

government has “successfully blamed 

Iranian students in Hungary for the 

onset of the [coronavirus] pandemic”, 
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Kovács said “no one has blamed the 

Iranian students for anything”. He 

added that it was “a fact”, however, 

that the Iranians had been the first 

to be diagnosed with coronavirus in 

Hungary. Kovács insisted that “the 

liberals’ coordinated campaign” against 

the Hungarian law granting special 

powers to the government during the 

coronavirus epidemic was “another 

example of disinformation spread by 

politically motivated experts against 

the Hungarian government”. It has since 

become clear that the law, “rather than 

plunging the country into authoritarian 

chaos,” had served the country well, he 

said.

CORONAVIRuS - TWO DIE, 
THREE NEW INFECTIONS IN 
HuNGARy

Two elderly patients suffering from 

chronic diseases have died in the past 

24 hours and the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections has risen 

by three to 4,223, koronavirus.gov.

hu said on Friday morning. Fully 593 

people have died and 2,941 have 

made a recovery, while the number 

of active infections stands at 689. 

Altogether 2,196 people are in official 

home quarantine and 292,032 tests 

have been carried out. A total of 133 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, six 

of whom are on ventilators. Fully 38% 

of active infections, 60% of fatalities 

and 46% of recoveries have taken place 

in Budapest.

The threat of an epidemic has not 

disappeared and coronavirus cases 

are rising in neighbouring countries, 

the website said. The government, 

the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the epidemic 

and the epidemiological authority are 

continuously monitoring the status 

of the epidemic and are prepared to 

impose the necessary measures.

Budapest has the highest number 

of infections (1,988), followed by Pest 

County (639), and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (262). Tolna County has the fewest 

infections with 13.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HuNGARy, 
ANGOlA’S MuTuAl 
INTEREST TO STRENGTHEN 
TIES

It is in Hungary and Angola’s interest 

to further develop their long-standing 

cooperation, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said after phone 

talks with Tete Antonio, Angola’s 

new foreign minister. Szijjártó said 

on Facebook that the Angolan 

government expressed interest in 

involving Hungarian companies 

in the technological development 

of its IT, e-governance and water 

management sectors.

The two countries will convene their 

mixed economic committees and work 

hard to conclude agreements on the 

avoidance of double taxation and 

the mutual investment protection, 

he said, adding that Antonio thanked 

Hungary for granting state scholarships 

to fifty Angolan students for study in 

Hungarian universities.

FINMIN CAllS FOR ‘FAIR, 
FlEXIBlE’ AllOCATION OF 
Eu RESOuRCES

Hungary demands a “fair and flexible” 

EU recovery package “free of politics”, 

Mihály Varga said at a videoconference 

of EU finance ministers. Hungary 

welcomes Germany, the current holder 

of the EU presidency, putting the plan 

to relaunch the bloc’s economy at the 

centre of its programme, Varga said. Its 

success hangs on preserving jobs and 

stimulating investments, he said, adding 

that central European member states 

that had performed well before the crisis 

should receive their fair share of funds for 

maintaining investment capacity.

He noted that the EU’s summer economic 

forecast confirmed earlier estimates that the 

bloc would experience its worst economic 

downturn since the second world war. By 

the end of July, EU loans for job preservation 

are expected to be available. But this 

depends on the contribution of all member 

states, Varga said, adding that Hungary has 

already undertaken the requisite guarantee 

for the credit line.

Varga said countries outside of the euro 

zone should get their fair share of the billing 

when it comes to crisis management 

funding. The crisis, he said, was symmetrical, 

so a uniform system similar to the European 

Stability Mechanism should be made 

available to member states that do not 

operate the single currency. European 

finance ministers stated this standpoint 

unanimously in early April, but the European 

Commission has not yet advanced it, Varga 

added.
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DK TEllS GOVT NOT TO 
‘BlACKMAIl Eu’

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has accused Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán of trying to “blackmail the EU” 

by making Hungary’s support of the 

loan package for relaunching the bloc’s 

economy conditional on Commission 

dropping its Article 7 procedure against 

Hungary.

Klára Dobrev, an MEP for the leftist 

party, told a press conference that the 

government was also holding the deal 

hostage because it did not want the 

dispersal of EU funds to be linked to 

the issue of the rule of law. She said 

DK will not back the government’s 

draft resolution aimed at giving itself a 

mandate to negotiate on the European 

Union’s loan package for rebooting the 

economy. Dobrev accused Orbán of 

showing willingness to withhold EU 

support from European small business 

owners, jobseekers and from the 

development of coronavirus treatments 

until the bloc “gives him the okay to 

continue using EU funds as he pleases”.

Ruling Fidesz said in reaction that “the 

party of [ex-premier] Ferenc Gyurcsány” 

was “again going against Hungary’s 

interests”. The ruling parties have 

three requirements when it comes to 

the loan package, István Hollik, Fidesz’s 

communications director, told a press 

conference, saying that the package 

should be fair, the money coming from 

it should be spent on rebooting the 

economy and it should not be mixed 

with politics.

He insisted that these conditions 

represented Hungary’s national 

interests, and the ruling parties 

had therefore asked the left-wing 

opposition “not to turn the issue of the 

recovery plan into a partisan political 

battle; but it appears they’ve failed.”

CORONAVIRuS - MAJORITy 
OF HuNGARIANS 
‘CAuTIOuS’ WHEN 
PlANNING HOlIDAy

Most Hungarians are cautious when 

it comes to planning their holidays 

after the lif ting of coronavirus-

related border restrictions, a survey 

released by Netrisk.hu on Friday 

shows. Fifty percent of respondents 

in the survey of 6,000 people said 

they have postponed their next 

holiday to the late summer or 

autumn and 18% plan to defer their 

trip to next year. Fif ty-six percent 

said they would travel within the 

country’s borders. More than half 

of respondents planning a holiday 

abroad have chosen Croatia or 

Austria as a destination, and none 

plan to travel outside Europe, 

Netrisk said.
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