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Gergely Gulyás said the number of Covid-19 cases was falling in Hungary, but the number of cases has recently grown 

in Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, Slovakia and Austria. The Hungarian central team coordinating prevention could review the 

question of free movement between Hungary and those countries, he said.

Gulyás also said that the ruling Fidesz and Christian Democrat parties have initiated convening parliament for early next week 

so that it can give the government a clear mandate regarding the European Union’s planned coronavirus related recovery 

fund. The EU must adopt a package that is fair, that does not give more money to the richer member states than it does to 

the poorer ones, focuses on economic growth and rebooting the economy and is free of politics, he said. Gulyás said he 

hoped that the EU could come up with a solution through which countries with financial difficulties could be helped but 

which could also facilitate that countries in central Europe are granted funds to revive their economies.

The government’s introducing tighter restrictions concerning the novel coronavirus 
epidemic as early as in the next few days “cannot be excluded”, the head of the Prime 
Minister’s Office said.

GULYÁS: TIGHTENING RESTRICTIONS NOT EXCLUDED
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GULYÁS CALLS ON EU ’NOT 
TO PUNISH MEMBERS 
CITING RULE OF LAW’

The Hungarian government “cannot 

contribute to the success of the EU 

summit if fundamental expectations are 

not met”, Gergely Gulyás, the head of 

the prime minister’s office, told a regular 

press conference. Concerning recent 

remarks by German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel that the EU would not tolerate 

violations of the rule of law, Gulyás said 

“it would be practical” if the EU “did not 

punish members, citing the rule of law, 

for their different political positions”, as it 

has happened in the case of Poland and 

Hungary. Asked if Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán could veto the EU budget, Gulyás 

said “naturally, this is an option for any 

head of government, the Hungarian 

prime minister included”.

On the subject of Fidesz’s membership 

in the European People’s Party, Gulyás 

said that “Germany’s political position 

continues to be basically friendly”. In 

another development, Gulyás said that 

parliament next week could also discuss 

the issue of short-term home leasing. The 

government is initiating an amendment 

that would give complete freedom to 

local councils in the matter, he added.

GULYÁS: GOVT READY 
TO SUPPORT STRICTER 
REGULATION AGAINST 
CHILD ABUSE

The government is ready to support 

an amendment to the penal code 

if stricter punishments are needed 

“to ensure the healthy physical and 

moral development of children”, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the 

prime minister’s office, told a regular 

press conference. The government 

is awaiting recommendations 

from a new action group set up to 

review Hungary’s child protection 

system and headed by ruling Fidesz 

group leader Máté Kocsis, he said. 

Concerning Gábor Kaleta, Hungary’s 

former ambassador to Peru, who has 

recently been sentenced to suspended 

imprisonment for possession of 

child pornography, Gulyás said 

that the case was “disgusting and 

unacceptable”, which “calls for the 

strictest punishment”. In response to 

a question, Gulyás said: “I don’t believe 

we should overstep the principle of 

indictment.” When the case first 

began, the government ordered the 

national security authorities to look 

into whether they had made any 

mistakes and to draw the necessary 

conclusions, which they have done, 

he said. The debate is not about 

judging the crime itself but about 

whether or not the verdict goes far 

enough, Gulyás said, adding that 

the government did not think it did. 

But it is not the government’s job to 

deliver a verdict, the same way that 

it was not the government that had 

raised charges in the case, he said. All 

the government can do is amend the 

penal code to tighten punishments 

for crimes against children, he added.

Concerning the dispute between 

Hungary and the EU over Budapest’s 

fourth metro line, Gulyás said it was 

the Hungarian state that had to pay for 

the abuses committed in connection 

with the project under former 

Budapest mayor Gábor Demszky. 

The government will do everything it 

can to minimise the amount it has to 

pay back to the EU. Under the initial 

decision, Hungary was to pay back 

60-61 billion forints (EUR 168-171m) 

he noted, adding that a final decision 

was yet to be made.

Asked about the kind of relationship 

the government will strive to build 

with Tamás Freund, the newly elected 

president of the Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences (MTA), Gulyás said the MTA 

and the government were required by 

the constitution to have a fair working 

relationship. Gulyás said he believed 

the issue of the academy’s research 

networks had been put to rest, 

adding that more time was needed 

for those involved to be able to form 

an objective opinion on the changes 

made to the academy.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU MUST 
PREPARE FOR NEW 
MIGRATION WAVES, BEEF 
UP BORDER PROTECTION

Because of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, the European Union 

should be prepared for new migration 

waves and ready to protect its external 

borders, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said after talks with Nikos Dendias, his 

Greek counterpart, in Athens. Szijjártó 

said Greece and Hungary were both 

protecting the EU’s external borders, 
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adding that over the past five years 

both had constantly experienced the 

challenges, dangers and security risks 

posed by migration. Szijjártó added, 

at the same time, that Budapest and 

Athens disagreed on the concept of 

mandatory migrant settlement quotas, 

which he said Hungary opposed in 

all its forms. “At the same time we’re 

prepared to provide assistance and 

development support to the migrants’ 

countries of origin,” the minister 

said. He proposed that Hungary 

and Greece should cooperate in the 

implementation of jointly financed 

development schemes aimed at 

improving the security and living 

conditions of Middle Eastern Christian 

communities.

JUSTICE MIN: EU MOBILITY 
PACKAGE PARTS  
IN CONFLICT WITH  
GREEN DEAL

Certain provisions of the European 

Union’s First Mobility Package, adopted 

on Wednesday, are in conflict with 

fundamental market freedoms of the 

community as well as its Green Deal 

aimed at climate neutrality, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said on Facebook. 

By passing the Mobility Package, 

the European Parliament has “given 

the green light to protectionism”, 

the minister said. She argued that 

the package would weigh on road 

hauliers, reduce the competitiveness 

of the EU as a bloc and benefit carriers 

of third countries to the detriment of 

firms in central and eastern Europe. 

Varga noted that together with her 

counterparts in nine countries she 

had turned to all MEPs in June, asking 

them to drop proposals “violating 

the philosophy of the (EU’s) internal 

market”. She also said she regretted 

that it was expected that the European 

Council would approve the contested 

package.

TWO DEATHS, TEN 
NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY

Two elderly patients with a chronic 

underlying illness have died in 

the past 24 hours and the number 

of registered novel coronavirus 

infections has risen by 10 to 4,220, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Thursday 

morning. Fully 591 people have 

died and 2,887 have made a full 

recovery, while the number of active 

infections stands at 742. Altogether 

2,123 people are in official home 

quarantine and 289,602 tests have 

been carried out. A total of 131 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

six of whom are on ventilators. 

The threat of an epidemic has 

not disappeared and a state of 

medical preparedness is in effect, 

the website said. It is compulsory 

to wear a face mask in shops and 

on public transport. Budapest has 

the highest number of infections 

(1,988), followed by Pest County 

(639), and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (262). Tolna county has had the 

fewest infections (13).

ORBÁN: AGRICULTURE 
CRUCIAL FOR NATIONAL 
SELF-ESTEEM

Hungary’s agricultural sector is vital 

to the country’s national self-esteem, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at a 

book presentation. A look at the past 

decades reveals that rural Hungary 

“was among the biggest losers” when 

it came to the distribution of resources, 

developments, investments and the 

drafting of modern regulations, Orbán 

said at the presentation of “Everything 

for the Future of Rural Hungary” 

co-authored by former Minister of 

Agriculture Sándor Fazekas. The 

prime minister said Fazekas had been 

appointed minister in 2010 with the 

task of “getting the countryside back 

on its feet”. Since then, the government 

has protected the Hungarian farmland 

and provided significant opportunities 

for the agricultural sector, he said. 

He argued that people living in 

the countryside oversee their own 

plots which have clear borders and 

assume responsibility for the way 

and quality of life on that land. Orbán 

said it was this sense of responsibility 

that explained why rural Hungarians 

“have given so many good leaders to 

Hungarian politics”. Orbán noted that 

in the 1990s much of the country’s 

political discourse was focused on 

the future of agriculture. The sector 

needed predictability and the issue 

around farmlands needed to be 

settled. The matter was ultimately 

settled by allocating 80% of farmland 
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to small and medium-sized holdings 

and 20% to large landowners, he said. 

He said the government’s job was 

to allocate the necessary resources 

and technologies, devote enough 

attention and guarantee the proper 

legal environment to the countryside 

and farmers, he said. Fazekas said the 

book details the state of Hungary’s 

agricultural sector from the decades 

before the country’s transition to 

democracy all the way to the changes 

enacted by the second and third 

Orbán governments between 2010 

and 2018.

FIDESZ MEP: EC PROPOSAL 
FOR BUDGET, RECOVERY 
FUND UNACCEPTABLE  
FOR HUNGARY

The European Commission proposal 

for the bloc’s 2021-2027 financial 

framework and for the post-pandemic 

recovery fund are unacceptable for 

Hungary, ruling Fidesz MEP Tamás 

Deutsch said. He said the “unfair 

elements” of the 1,100 billion euro 

budget and the 750 billion euro 

recovery fund must be amended. 

The European People’s Party (EPP) 

has submitted amendment proposals 

containing issues in Hungary’s 

interest. In a letter sent to EP head 

David Sassoli, the EPP called for the 

funding of cohesion policy to be 

maintained at 2020 levels in the new 

budget and for the weight of the 

common agricultural policy to remain 

unchanged, Deutsch said. Regarding 

the recovery fund aimed to remedy 

the economic and social damage 

caused by the coronavirus pandemic, 

the EPP called for “fair” distribution of 

funds where countries of similar levels 

of development and revenues receive 

roughly the same support. Regarding 

the EP’s Thursday session on the rule 

of law, Deutsch said a “substantial” but 

minority group within the EP rejects 

the proposal to introduce into the EU 

budget “a legal element falsely called 

conditionality”, he said. Deutsch said 

the draft “containing murky legal 

categories” would empower the EC 

to impose sanctions on individual 

member states by issuing “arbitrary 

political allegations tailored to a 

particular member state”. Since such 

a regulation can only be passed with 

a unanimous vote, and “at least three 

or four countries oppose the financial 

blackmail within”, the proposal will not 

pass the EP, Deutsch said.

SOCIALISTS CALL ON GOVT 
TO SPEND EU RECOVERY 
FUNDING ‘FAIRLY’

The Socialist Party called on the 

Hungarian government to spend the 

European Union’s recovery funding 

“fairly, without favouring the rich and 

in a manner that is free of politics”. 

Socialist deputy group leader 

Tamás Harangozó reacted to a press 

conference held by Gergely Gulyás, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

who called on the EU to adopt “a 

package that is fair, that does not give 

more money to the richer member 

states than it does to the poorer ones, 

focuses on economic growth and 

rebooting the economy and is free of 

politics”. Harangozó said the Hungarian 

government should apply the same 

requirements when spending the 

nearly 3,000 billion forints (EUR 8.4bn) 

expected to flow into Hungary from 

the package aiding economic recovery 

after the coronavirus pandemic.

NÉZŐPONT: RULING 
PARTIES HOLD 
COMFORTABLE LEAD

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat alliance would end up with 

51% of the vote if an election were held 

this weekend, assuming the opposition 

parties ran their own individual 

candidate lists, pollster Nézőpont said. 

If the opposition parties ran candidates 

on a joint list, the ruling alliance 

would be backed by 56% of voters 

against a combined 30% support 

for the opposition, according to the 

institute’s latest poll. Party preference 

for Fidesz-KDNP has returned to levels 

polled early this year and stands at 

51% among active voters, it said. 

Meanwhile, the balance of power 

among the opposition has shifted 

somewhat with liberal Momentum 

becoming the leading force with 

16%. They are followed by the leftist 

Democratic Coalition (DK) with 11% 

and conservative Jobbik with 9%. The 

Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance and the 

satirical Two-Tailed Dog party each 

have 4% support, while green LMP is 

backed by 3% and radical nationalist 

Mi Hazánk by 1%, all below the 5% 
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threshold these parties would need 

to win seats in parliament. “Setting 

up a joint list would work against the 

interests of the opposition parties since 

they would risk losing their identity, the 

possibility to form their own group in 

parliament and ultimately their future,” 

the institute said. Nézőpont conducted 

the poll with a representative sample 

of 1,000 voting age adults between 

June 30 and July 2.

DK: CBANK MUST STOP FORINT 

WEAKENING

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

has called on György Matolcsy, the 

governor of the National Bank of 

Hungary, “to stop weakening the 

national currency, the forint”. “Data 

by the Central Statistical Office show 

that the retail prices of sausage, potato, 

fruits, vegetables and pork have gone 

up by 20% in the past twelve months 

while the prices of ham and salami 

have increased by over 10%,” DK’s 

deputy leader László Varju told an 

online press conference. He said the 

government had first failed to tackle 

the crisis and let later “the forint plunge 

to historical lows” against the euro. 

“First the forint must be strengthened 

to prevent a further surge of prices in 

the short term, and next the euro must 

be introduced in the long term,” Varju 

said.

COMMISSIONER LOBBIES 
FOR LIGET PROJECT

Ninety percent of the partners 

consulted by the Metropolitan 

Council asked for the continuation 

of the Liget project, László Baán, 

the government commissioner in 

charge of the project to transform 

the capital’s City Park into a 

museum quarter, said. The partners 

that included more than 2,000 

organisations and private individuals 

were asked for their opinion about 

a planned amendment by the 

new Budapest leadership that 

would tighten the park’s building 

regulations, he said. Baán said that 

the City Council had initiated the 

amendment in a bid “to thwart the 

construction of the New National 

Gallery, the House of Hungarian 

Innovation and the City Park Theatre”. 

“The opinion expressed during the 

mandatory consultation prior to 

any changes clearly reflected the 

position that the Liget project must 

be continued,” Baán said.

RETAIL DEPOSITS TICK 
UP IN MAY AFTER 
UNPRECEDENTED RISE  
IN APRIL

Households placed net 65 billion 

forints (EUR 184m ) in their bank 

deposits in May, monthly data released 

by the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

show.

The moderate increase in deposits 

followed a 406 billion forint rise in 

April - the biggest in the central bank’s 

data set which goes back to June 2001 

- when households redeemed some 

of their investments in securities and 

investment fund units amidst market 

volatility due to the coronavirus, and 

restrictions on hours for non-essential 

businesses reduced spending in shops. 

Households took out net 85 billion 

forints in loans in May, raising total 

retail lending stock to 7,470 billion.


