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Freund pledged at an online press conference to respect excellence in all fields of work regardless of political affiliation. 

Diversity is key to progress, he said, adding that an academic who saw the world differently was not necessarily a bad 

scientist. He added, however, that academic debate and competition should happen among the country’s top scientists. 

“There’s room for criticising the government but it should be done by excellent scientists in the interest of the country on 

a strictly professional basis.”

The MTA is a “national treasure”, Freund said. Mutually beneficial cooperation between science and politics is key to the 

country’s development, he said.

Answering a question, Freund said he aimed to re-integrate the Academy’s research network into the MTA, which was 

separated from the institution last year. His first task, however, he said was to build a “working relationship and mutual 

trust” with the government. 

Freund was elected in a 24-hour online ballot at the Academy’s 193rd general meeting ending on Tuesday. He garnered 

58.5% of the votes.

Cooperation between science and politics is in Hungary’s interest and communication 
should be two-way, Tamás Freund, the newly elected president of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences (MTA), said.

MTA HEAD: COOPERATION OF POlITICS, SCIENCE 
IN HuNGARy’S INTEREST
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ORBÁN: EuROPE NEEDS 
STRATEGy NOT TACTICAl 
RESPONSES

The European Union needs a strategy 

for dealing with emerging problems, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at an 

online international conference.

Orbán told the Uncensored Europe 

conference that in times of crisis the 

EU had reacted to unfolding events 

tactically rather than following a 

strategic approach. Proactive and 

strategic thinking is needed, he said, 

adding that the challenges included 

strengthening the bloc’s economic 

performance and competitiveness. The 

prime minister said that hopefully the 

European People’s Party would drive 

the development and implementation 

of a new European strategy.

Orbán said Europe was “in retreat”, 

arguing that the continent was 

underperforming in terms of its 

reproduction rate, defence spending 

and its weight in the global economy. 

Furthermore, he said, the balance of 

power in Europe had shifted, pointing 

out that 30 years ago the French-

German axis had been the dominant 

force, while Britain had represented 

the Europe of nations. This provided 

a balance that remained intact even 

when the central European countries 

joined the EU, he said.

But today France is in serious debt, 

the United Kingdom has quit the 

bloc and Germany is again the strong 

member state everyone looks to for 

solutions “whenever things get tough”, 

Orbán said. “This is the new reality of 

power in Europe.” The prime minister 

said Europe had experienced three 

major crises in the recent period, 

which he said were the financial 

crisis, the migration crisis and now 

the coronavirus crisis. All three of 

them had been managed differently 

on the two sides of the continent, 

he added. During the financial crisis, 

western Europe aimed to save the 

welfare state while central Europe, 

especially Hungary, “responded with 

a labour-based society”, he said. When 

it came to the migration crisis, the West 

saw immigration as the solution to its 

demographic woes whereas central 

Europeans did not want to take on the 

problems of other civilisations, Orbán 

explained.

Another problem, he said, was 

that while Europe was incapable of 

resolving its own issues, it wanted to 

solve the problems of the world and 

tell its international partners how to 

run their countries. “This practice has 

to end and we must go back to the 

approach of Europe concentrating 

primarily on solving its own internal 

problems before giving advice 

to others,” Orbán said. The prime 

minister said the ongoing debates 

within Europe involved the clash of 

two conflicting visions. One, he said, 

was “the liberal, leftist, progressive, 

semi-Marxist approach that supports 

multiculturalism and migration.” This 

vision, he added, was “anti-family and 

against nations and nation states, and 

considers Christian social teachings 

irrelevant.” He described the opposing 

vision as one founded on “our inherited 

Christian culture”. This, he said, was 

anti-communist, committed to the 

concept of the family and saw national 

identity as an asset. The prime minister 

said he believed the only way to 

keep Europe united alongside these 

differences was for Western Europe 

to accept and respect the differing 

views of central Europe without 

trying to force its own views onto the 

region. The fundamental condition for 

keeping Europe united is that “central 

Europeans cannot be told how to live 

their lives”, he said. 

As regards the bloc’s next seven-year 

budget, Orbán said the EU budget had 

been “a success story for the past 30 

years”, pointing out that although there 

had always been disagreements, the 

member states ultimately always found 

a solution that worked for everyone. 

“The same kind of compromise needs 

to happen this time, too.”

As regards the planned Next 

Generation EU fund, the prime minister 

said the name of the proposal should 

be taken literally, arguing that the 

loan that constitutes the fund would 

have to be paid back by the bloc’s 

next generation. Hungary does not 

like to manage crises by borrowing, 

Orbán said, adding, however, that this 

approach would have to be accepted 

in the interest of aiding the member 

states facing financial hardship. The 

funds should be distributed fairly 

and flexibly, he said, adding that 

he expected negotiations on the 

matter to be “tough”. Orbán praised 

the conference’s other two speakers, 
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Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić 

and Slovenian Prime Minister Janez 

Janša, calling them “great patriots” 

who had “devoted a lot of energy 

to the struggles for the freedom 

and sovereignty of their nations”. 

He said that while there were many 

politicians in leadership positions in 

central Europe who had played an 

active role in reshaping Europe and 

dismantling communism, the only 

such leader in Western Europe was 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel.

FIVE NEW CORONAVIRuS 
INFECTIONS IN HuNGARy 

Five coronavirus infections have 

been registered in Hungary over 

the past 24 hours, bringing the total 

number to 4,210, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Wednesday morning. The 

number of deaths was unchanged at 

589, while 2,885 people have made 

a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 736. Fully 132 

coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

six on a ventilator. Budapest is the 

location of 39% of active infections, 

60% of fatalities and 47% of recoveries. 

Currently 1,909 people are under 

official house quarantine and 288,693 

tests have been carried out. The 

threat of an epidemic is still present, 

so epidemiological preparedness and 

basic protection measures are still 

needed, the website said. Wearing a 

face mask is still compulsory in shops 

and on public transport. Budapest has 

the most infections (1,988), followed by 

and Pest County (635) and the counties 

of Fejér (379), Komárom-Esztergom 

(307) and Zala (262). Békés and Tolna 

counties have the fewest with 13 each.

GOVT OFFICIAl: ARMED 
FORCES AllOCATED 
RECORD-BREAKING HuF 
778 BN BuDGET IN 2021

The budget of the Hungarian Armed 

Forces has been raised by 30% to a 

record-breaking 778 billion forints 

(EUR 2.2bn) in 2021, a state secretary 

of the defence ministry said.  The 

military has played an essential role 

in maintaining the country’s security 

in recent years, Szilárd Németh 

told a press conference. Next year’s 

budget ensures the resources for 

that work, he added. Soldiers and 

police will continue to protect the 

borders, Németh said. The activity 

of people smugglers has picked up, 

and authorities apprehended 170 

migrants on Tuesday evening alone, he 

said. The European Union’s Schengen 

borders are under great pressure from 

migrants, Németh said. He insisted 

that the “organisations of [American 

financier George] Soros continue to 

make a fuss about migrants,” and he 

added that “pro-migration activity has 

strengthened in Brussels”. 

SOCIAlISTS DEMAND 
MORE STRINGENT 
PuNISHMENT FOR CHIlD 
PORNOGRAPHy

Opposition Socialist MPs have 

demanded that punishments for 

crimes involving child pornography 

should be made more stringent, in 

the wake of a recent, “unbelievably 

lenient” ruling. 

Attila Mesterházy told an online 

press conference that the one year 

suspended imprisonment handed 

to Gábor Kaleta, Hungary’s former 

ambassador to Peru, for owning 

nearly 20,000 child porn pictures, had 

“shocked” society and the ruling was 

“harming people’s sense of justice”. 

“Ruling Fidesz’s politicians are quiet 

and it seems the ruling has not 

shaken them to make any proposals,” 

Mesterházy said. He noted that 

the former ambassador had been 

screened by the secret services and 

criticised the court for considering 

Kaleta’s being a civil servant as an 

extenuating condition.

Fidesz said in a statement that 

Hungary’s Left had in recent years 

“sided with criminals” and declined to 

support proposals aimed at fighting 

sexual crimes against children. “The 

Left wing, together with the Soros 

network have been working to 

liberalise and ease Hungary’s penal 

policy,” the statement said.

BuDGET DEFICIT HuF 1,837 BN 
AT END-JuNE 

Hungary’s budget deficit, excluding local 

councils, was 1,837 billion forints (EUR 

5.16bn) at the end of June, the Finance 

Ministry said in a preliminary release of 

data. The ministry cited spending on 

measures to contain the coronavirus and 

the related economic stimulus, as well 
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as pre-financing for projects funded by 

the European Union, as the main reasons 

for the enlarged shortfall.  Purchases of 

personal protective equipment and 

ventilators, among others, came to 

520 billion forints by the end of June, 

while payouts for EU-funded projects 

amounted to 1,085.1 billion. Transfers 

from Brussels, in the meantime, came 

to 489.5 billion forints.

HuNGARy INFlATION 2.9% 
IN JuNE

Hungary consumer price index 

increased by an annual 2.9% in June, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. Inflation was up from 2.2% in the 

previous month. Food prices were up 

7.8%, while tobacco and spirits rose by 

6.7%. Core inflation, which excludes 

volatile fuel and food prices, was 4%. 

Inflation calculated using a basket of 

goods and services used by pensioners 

was 3.6%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, prices were up 0.4% in June.

All SHOPS MuST OFFER 
CASHlESS PAyMENTS 
FROM JANuARy

All  shops in Hungar y must of fer 

cashless payments from Januar y 

1,  a  government of f ic ial  noted 

in the dai ly  Magyar  Nemzet . 

Gábor Gion,  a  s tate secretar y 

of  the f inance minis tr y,  said 

the est imated 60,000 cash-

only shops with an online cash 

register will  have to accept bank 

cards ,  payments v ia  mobile 

phones or  money trans fers .  

The new rules  lawmakers 

passed on Fr iday are aimed at 

curbing the black economy, 

Gion said .  Also,  the costs  of 

handling the “enormous amount 

of  cash currently  circulat ing in 

Hungar y ”  wil l  be reduced,  he 

said,  adding that  there was a 

hygiene element in l ight  of  the 

v irus  si tuat ion.

MODERN PENTATHlON 
EuROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
CANCEllED AMID 
CORONAVIRuS 
RESTRICTIONS

The European Modern Pentathlon 

Championships that was set to be held 

in central Hungary’s Székesfehérvár 

this year has been cancelled amid the 

situation around the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, the European Confederation 

for Modern Pentathlon (ECMP) said. The 

championships that was originally set to 

take place in June-July had already been 

postponed to September but now had 

to be called off due to travel restrictions 

and the varying levels of lockdowns 

and curfews imposed in participating 

countries. The Hungarian modern 

pentathlon federation will instead get 

to organise the European championships 

in 2022. The ECMP was also set to hold its 

congress to elect new leaders during the 

event, but this, too, has been cancelled.


