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Viktor Orbán and François-Xavier Bellamy discussed European solutions to the novel coronavirus epidemic, the economic 

crisis and the challenge of mass migration.

Bellamy has arrived in Budapest to lead the web conference Europe without Censorship, organised by the Foundation for a 

Civic Hungary on Wednesday, the prime minister’s press chief told MTI. Orbán will participate in the conference alongside 

Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić and Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Janša, Bertalan Havasi said. Orbán and Bellamy 

discussed current European affairs, the European Union’s 2021-2027 financial framework, the bloc’s recovery package after 

the coronavirus pandemic, approaches to handling migration and the future of Christian democracy, the press chief said in 

a statement. The two politicians agreed that central Europe was gaining in importance within the bloc, and would play a 

vital role in the discourse on Europe’s future, the statement said. Wednesday’s conference will contribute to that, it added.

Hungary’s prime minister met the head of France’s Republicans in the European 
Parliament, in Budapest.
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ÁDER WRITES TO UKRAINE, 
ROMANIA COUNTERPARTS 
OVER RIVER WASTE

President János Áder has written to his 

Ukrainian and Romanian counterparts 

complaining about large quantities of 

plastic bottles and other waste coming 

into Hungary via the Tisza and Szamos 

rivers. Áder asked Volodymyr Zelensky 

and Klaus Iohannis to intervene to get 

the authorities to deal with the matter. 

The letters posted to the Office of the 

President’s website note that floods sent 

currently epidemiologically dangerous 

waste over the borders, with an impact on 

fishing and tourism as well as on wildlife. 

The president noted the Hungarian 

government had turned to the authorities 

of the neighbouring countries several 

times to little avail. The main problem 

is waste dumping in the floodplains 

of rivers, he added. The Tisza has been 

encumbered by 2,258 cubic meters of 

solid waste so far this year, Áder wrote. 

Fully 938 cubic meters of waste was 

removed from Szamos on June 13. “I find 

it disappointing that the pollution ... has 

not ceased,” the president wrote, adding 

that the waste posed a lasting threat to 

the rivers’ fragile ecosystem. Áder said this 

was not worthy of European standards.

KÖVÉR: CRITICISM OF 
GOVT’S EMERGENCY 
POWERS ‘UNWARRANTED’

Criticism of Hungary’s law which 

enhanced government powers to 

tackle the novel coronavirus epidemic 

were “unwarranted”, Speaker of 

Parliament László Kövér said, arguing 

that the Hungarian government was 

among the first ones to relinquish its 

special powers. The handling of the 

epidemic required a change of plans 

and that the government be granted 

special powers, Kövér told commercial 

broadcaster Inforadio. The law handing 

the government those powers was a 

part of this, but parliament eventually 

terminated the government’s 

emergency powers, the speaker noted. 

In many European Union member 

states, parliament does not even have 

the authority to grant the government 

emergency powers the way the 

Hungarian constitution does, he said. So 

in many cases, a political agreement was 

needed to allow the legislative branch to 

grant the government special powers to 

manage the epidemic or the laws had to 

be changed, he explained. Kövér said the 

reason why the Hungarian government 

was among the first ones to give up its 

emergency powers was because it had 

been “among the first ones to recognise 

the danger and tried to get ahead of it by 

enacting these measures”. The speaker 

said public support for the government’s 

epidemic response measures had 

transcended partisan boundaries. The 

Hungarian people’s trust in political 

institutions and the government is 

far greater than that of the European 

average, he added.

Though a vaccine against the virus is 

at least several months away, “we can 

perhaps say that the epidemic is over”, 

Kövér said. “But we must also consider – 

based on the experiences of the past six 

months – that globalisation has certain 

unexpected, albeit logical consequences 

that may threaten us again in the future,” 

he added. Kövér called the current 

global economic model “unsustainable” 

and said personal relationships were 

becoming more valuable while “other 

things” were becoming less important. 

“It isn’t that important that we spend our 

holiday abroad.”

As regards the virus, Kövér said ruling 

Fidesz and the opposition parliamentary 

parties had agreed that in the absence 

of a second wave of the epidemic, 

parliament will return to holding its 

sessions in the lower chamber. He 

said parliament over the past several 

months had looked out for the well-

being of lawmakers who are in the age 

group considered more vulnerable to 

coronavirus. Since the ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance has a 

supermajority, these MPs were only 

required to be present for votes that 

required a two-thirds majority to pass, 

the speaker said.

Asked about the possibility of setting 

up a “digital parliament”, Kövér said 

he did not believe it was necessary, 

adding that there were also legal, 

technical and theoretical obstacles to 

such an arrangement. He also said that 

despite the upheavals parliament had a 

relatively calm spring session compared 

to previous ones, “probably because the 

MPs have understood that there are 

certain things … that don’t belong in 

parliament”.

On the topic of the Black Lives Matter 

movement, Kövér said: “Every normal 

person was outraged by the incident that 
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sparked it; this kind of police brutality is 

indefensible.” He added, however, that 

“the people who set the cities of the 

United States on fire are the same ones 

who can’t tolerate that Donald Trump 

is the US president and are using every 

means they can to prevent his re-election 

in November”. Meanwhile, Kövér said 

there were some who believed that the 

decision-making power of traditional 

nation-states had come and gone and 

that the world required a new sort 

of decision-making mechanism. The 

concentration of power in the world 

economy demands decision-making 

rights, he said, adding that there was also 

pressure from financial capital “to make 

the world international”.

Asked about the EU presidency 

recently taken over by Germany, Kövér 

said he did not expect “much good” to 

come out of Germany’s EU leadership. 

Germany is the bloc’s leading power 

and it has certain national interests that 

it will concentrate on during the next six 

months, the speaker said. He added, at 

the same time, that he was confident that 

Germany was “wise enough” to strive for 

compromise among member states. On 

another topic, he expressed disagreement 

with calls to tie receipt of EU funds to 

compliance with the standards regarding 

the rule of law, calling it “unacceptable” 

to reduce EU monies member states are 

entitled to based on political aspects. 

Meanwhile, Kövér called the Visegrad 

Group comprising Hungary, the Czech 

Republic, Poland and Slovakia the EU’s 

fastest-growing region, which he said 

would make it one of the bloc’s most 

important players.

FIDESZ: NEW LAW TO 
PREVENT REPEAT OF 
GYÖNGYÖSPATA CASE

The town of Gyöngyöspata in north 

Hungary was the last place in the 

country where anyone “will have 

successfully executed a money grab 

using segregation as an excuse”, after 

parliament passed a law that will 

prevent future repeats of such cases, 

a lawmaker of ruling Fidesz said. Last 

Friday lawmakers approved a law that 

says courts in the future will not be 

allowed to award compensation to 

plaintiffs the way they did to Roma 

children who had been segregated at 

a Gyöngyöspata primary school, László 

Horváth, Fidesz’s MP for the area, told 

a press conference.

Hungary’s Roma community will 

only be able to achieve social mobility 

and advancement through work 

and education, Horváth said. Under 

the new law, any children who are 

subjected to unfair treatment in the 

future must be compensated in the 

form of education and training, he 

added. The lawmaker said the lawsuit 

launched in the school segregation 

case had been filed by a foundation 

supported by US financier George 

Soros for political gain and money. The 

real aim of the lawsuit was to create 

conflict, harm Hungary’s reputation 

and discredit the government, he 

insisted. The government does not 

want any repeats of such “unfair rulings 

and poor decisions to disturb the 

peace in society”, Horváth said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: CENTRAL 
EUROPE TO BECOME 
‘WINNER OF NEW WORLD 
ORDER’

Central Europe has a good chance 

of becoming a winner in the new 

world order taking shape in the wake 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in 

Wadowice, in southern Poland.

Speaking at the Visegrad Group 

meeting of foreign ministers, Szijjártó 

noted the solidarity exhibited by the 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 

Slovakia during the pandemic. Despite 

the challenges, ties had strengthened, 

he added.

In the post-pandemic world, 

countries that offer investment-friendly 

economies will have a competitive 

edge, he said. Companies may weigh 

optimising production ahead of 

reopening; they will be drawn to 

countries offering low taxes, political 

stability and good infrastructure, 

Szijjártó said.

The Visegrad countries have good 

foundations for that role and must 

maintain reasonable economic policies 

and a secure economic environment 

to become winners in the competition, 

he added.

The pandemic has also highlighted 

new arguments for EU enlargement, 

Szijjártó said. If the bloc is to assume 

a position of power in the new world 

order, it will have to expand, he said, 

calling for the speedy integration of 

Serbia and Montenegro.
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Foreign Ministers Jacek Czaputowitz 

of Poland, Tomáš Petříček of the Czech 

Republic and Ivan Korčok of Slovakia 

also attended the event.

ORBÁN GREETS 
VOJVODINA AUTHOR ON 
80TH BIRTHDAY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán sent his 

greetings in a letter to Vojvodina 

Hungarian author Ottó Tolnai on the 

occasion of his 80th birthday, MTI 

learnt from the PM’s press office. Tolnai 

is a writer, poet and translator, whose 

works written in Hungarian have been 

published in German, French and 

Serbian, too. Tolnai’s works “evoke our 

common roots and the multi-coloured 

world of Vojvodina”, Orbán said in his 

letter.

POTÁPI: GOVT HELPING 
ETHNIC HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNITIES  
WITH HUF 2.2 BN

The Hungarian government is 

devoting 2.2 billion forints (EUR 6.2m) 

to supporting projects in Hungarian 

communities across the world as 

well as organisations in Hungary 

that promote similar goals, the state 

secretary for Hungarian communities 

abroad told a press conference. 

Presenting the outcome of four 

tenders put out in December last year 

to distribute the funds, Árpád János 

Potápi  said that 1.5 billion forints of 

the grand total is being channelled 

to education and cultural projects, 

while another 87 million forints will 

go to youth organisations. Some 364 

million forints is available for ethnic 

Hungarian organisations, with special 

regard to education, while 250 million 

forints can be tapped for partnership 

programmes between localities in 

Hungary and Hungarian communities 

abroad, Potápi said.

MI HAZÁNK DEMANDS 
POLICE PROTECTION FOR 
HORTHY BUST

The extra-parliamentary radical right 

Mi Hazánk party has demanded that 

police officers should watch a bust of 

Miklós Horthy, Hungary’s regent from 

1920 to 1944, which has recently been 

vandalised. Mi Hazánk leader László 

Toroczkai told a press conference 

that the statue, inside a church in 

central Budapest, should be “similarly 

protected to the Dohány Street 

Synagogue”. The police must protect 

the monuments of “national heroes”, 

Toroczkai said, arguing that “what is 

happening in Western Europe and in 

the United States cannot happen in 

Hungary”. On July 3, a woman poured 

red paint on the Horthy bust.

NO CORONAVIRUS 
DEATHS, SIXTEEN NEW 
INFECTIONS IN HUNGARY

No Covid-19-related deaths occurred 

in the past 24 hours but the number of 

registered novel coronavirus infections 

has risen by 16 to 4,205, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Tuesday morning. 

Fully 589 people have died and 2,874 

have made a full recovery, while the 

number of active infections stands 

at 742. Altogether 1,658 people are in 

official home quarantine and 286,983 

tests have been carried out. A total of 

142 coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

seven of whom are on ventilators. 

The threat of an epidemic has not 

disappeared and a state of medical 

preparedness is in effect, the website 

said. It is compulsory to wear a face 

mask in shops and on public transport. 

Budapest has the highest number of 

infections (1,988), followed by Pest 

County (632), and the counties of Fejér 

(379), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (262). Békés and Tolna counties 

have had the fewest infections (13 

each).

CORONAVIRUS - 
BUDAPEST MAYOR 
ADVISES PRECAUTION

Gergely Karácsony, the mayor of 

Budapest, has advised Budapest 

residents to continue to observe 

Covid-19 related restrictions still in force 

in the city. “Although I am delighted to 

learn that no new Covid-19 infection 

cases were reported in Budapest today, 

we can still not sit back. Coronavirus will 

be with us either as an epidemic or as 

a threat until a vaccine is developed,” 

Karácsony said in a Facebook entry. He 

said an alarming increase in the number 

of infections in neighbouring countries 

mandates vigilance and compliance 

with regulations that include wearing 

a mask in public transport, shops and 
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pharmacies. Karácsony further advised 

Hungarians to spend their summer 

holidays in their country so as to help 

revive the domestic tourism and 

catering industry.

EC FORECASTS 7% 
CONTRACTION IN 
HUNGARY BEFORE 
HEALTHY REBOUND IN 2021

The European Commission projects 

an economic contraction of 7% in 

Hungary this year, though it expects a 

rebound in 2021, with annual growth of 

6%. Its summer economic forecast for 

Hungary published is unchanged from 

its projection released early in May. 

Household consumption will shrink 

while investments will “plummet”, the 

report said, adding that “several ongoing 

projects are likely to be cancelled or 

put on hold” because of the recession. 

It noted that many Hungarian companies 

specialise in “highly cyclical products” 

such as automotive products, and 

a sharp drop in exports was likely. 

Consumer prices are set to rise 3.5% in 

2020, lifted by high food prices, before 

easing to 2.8% in 2021, according to 

the forecast. The EC said the Czech 

Republic’s economy is likely to contract 

this year by 7.8% and Poland’s is expected 

to decline by 4.6%. The forecast for 

Slovakia is a contraction of 9%.

PALKOVICS: HUNGARIAN 
R&D ‘WORKING WELL’

Hungarian R&D&I was working well 

during the coronavirus epidemic, 

with the submission of more than 

one hundred proposals, including for 

the development and production of 

ventilators, the minister of innovation 

and technology said, opening 

an online conference. In 2021, 

resources for R&D&I will increase 

by 25 percentage points, László 

Palkovics said, noting as examples an 

extra 22 billion forints for the Eötvös 

Loránd Research Network. Also, 

the operational model for higher 

education is changing, with science 

and innovation parks springing up 

around universities, he said, adding 

that such parks will play a role in 

health industry R&D. László György, 

state secretary for economic strategy 

and regulation, said it was hopeful 

that the Hungarian economy would 

recover from the crisis caused by the 

coronavirus. He said the crisis was 

largely a non-structural problem 

and the country had successfully 

protected itself against the virus. 

Businesses and foreign investors 

will see this favourably, and a 

V-shaped recovery similar to 

China’s is likely, he added. Also, 

it appears that Hungary has 

developed competitive export 

capacity, he said, adding that 

the resumption of production 

was unlikely to stutter. The 

security of supplies is regarded 

as more and more important, 

he said, commenting on value 

chains. György also noted that EU 

development funds would f low 

into the Hungarian economy at an 

“unprecedented” level from 2021.

DECLINE OF INDUSTRIAL 
OUTPUT SLOWS IN MAY

Output of Hungary’s industrial sector 

fell by an annual 30.7% in May, showing 

signs of a recovery after a 36.8% drop 

in April, when the country was under 

lockdown to contain the spread of the 

novel coronavirus, data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show. 

Adjusted for working-day effects, 

industrial output dropped by 27.6% in 

May. KSH said output of all branches 

of manufacturing declined in May. The 

drop in vehicle manufacturing was 

“extreme”, while output of computer, 

electronics and optical equipment 

as well as food, drink and tobacco 

products fell “to a lesser degree”, it 

added. Adjusted for seasonal and 

working-day effects, output grew by 

15.6% in monthly comparison. For the 

period January-May, industrial output 

dropped by an annual 13.8%.

Analysts commenting on the data 

said the crisis peaked in Hungary 

in April.  ING analyst Péter Virovácz 

said that although the recovery had 

begun, reaching pre-pandemic levels 

of productivity would take much 

longer than the two months it took 

the economy to tank. Reopening the 

economy after the novel coronavirus 

epidemic has helped various sectors 

unevenly, Virovácz said, with car 

manufacturing lagging behind. 

Virovácz said he expected the sector’s 

performance to improve in the 

coming months before slowing down 

in the autumn, with little chance of 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

6

JULY 8, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

a rebound to pre-pandemic levels 

this year. Századvég’s Gábor Regős 

said the fall was from a high base in 

May 2019. The weak performance of 

vehicle manufacturing highlights the 

necessity of industrial diversification, 

he said.

K&H chief analyst Dávid Németh 

said the process of rebooting the 

economy appeared to be slower 

than anticipated. The sector recorded 

nearly 16% growth in monthly 

comparison but remained 15% below 

2015 levels, he said, adding that a 

two-digit fall of industrial output was 

possible this year.

Gergely Suppan of Takarékbank 

said the rebound may be boosted 

by large car manufacturers ramping 

up production in the coming weeks. 

Other plants will start operating 

shortly, which may add to gradual 

recovery in the coming months. 

Industrial output may fall by 7-8% in 

2020 and rebound by as much as 12-

13% from that low base in 2021, he 

said.

GUEST NIGHTS PLUNGE 
93% IN MAY

Guest nights spent in Hungarian 

commercial accommodation in 

May plunged by 92.7% in a yearly 

comparison, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. The number of nights 

spent by foreign guests dropped by 

98.4% and domestic guest nights 

were down by 85.9% compared with 

the same period the previous year. In 

May total revenue calculated at current 

prices dropped by an annual 93.4%. In 

the first five months, guest nights fell 

by 56.1%, with a total of 4.407 million 

guest nights spent. Foreign guests 

spent 59% fewer guest nights while 

domestic guest nights were down 

52.8%. Total revenue shrank by 53.4%, 

amounting to 87 billion forints (EUR 

246.5m) in the January-May period.

GOVT TO CONTRIBUTE 
HUF 50 BN TO PROMOTE 
DOMESTIC HEALTH 
PRODUCTION CAPACITY

The government has decided to 

launch a programme worth 50 

billion forints (EUR 141m) to assist 

development of domestic health 

production capacities, the finance 

ministry said in a statement. Being 

self-sustaining in terms of producing 

protective gear is in the country’s 

interest, the statement quoted Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga as saying. 

Without domestic production the 

country could find itself in a vulnerable 

position once global supply chains are 

interrupted, Varga said. He added that 

the government has already entered 

into negotiations with companies 

that could develop the necessary 

capacities.

According to the ministry, the 

government has defined the product 

ranges in question, in line with 

recommendations from the World 

Health Organisation, which the 

country may need in case of natural or 

industrial disasters or in a health state 

of emergency.

AGRICULTURE MINISTRY 
DRAFTING HUF 25 BN 
RELIEF PACKAGE FOR 
FARMING, FOOD SECTORS

The agriculture ministry is putting 

together a 25 billion forint (EUR 70.8m) 

relief package for the farming and food 

industries, Minister of Agriculture István 

Nagy said. The scheme aims to safeguard 

food security, strengthen the production 

capacity of the farming and food sectors 

and save some 140,000 jobs, Nagy said at 

the inauguration of a new poultry farm 

in Újhartyán, in southern Pest County. 

The support package will boost the food 

industry with 8 billion forints while the 

poultry sector specifically will get an 

extra 3 billion, the minister said. The 

remaining funds will be used to support 

the ornamental plants sector, vegetable 

growers, the wine sector, beekeepers 

and the horse breeding industry, among 

others, he added.

Also, the ministry is launching a 100 

billion forint agriculture development 

scheme, half of which will be used to 

support animal husbandry, Nagy said. 

One novelty factor of the scheme is that 

the limit to the amount of funding one 

farm can receive will be increased from 

500 million forints to 2 billion, he added.

COURT HANDS PRISON 
SENTENCE TO MIGRANTS 
BREAKING THROUGH 
BORDER FENCE

An appeals court in Szeged, in 

southern Hungary, has sentenced 
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four illegal migrants to one 

year imprisonment for breaking 

through the border fence at a 

road crossing in Röszke, on the 

Hungary-Serbia border, in January 

this year.

In its binding ruling, the appeals 

court also ruled that the two Syrian 

and two Palestinian defendants 

should be expelled from the country 

for two years once they have served 

their prison terms, thus reducing four 

years of expulsion in the primary 

ruling. The four migrants were 

part of a group of some 50 people 

that attempted to force entry into 

Hungarian territory on January 28. 

The migrants pulled the wire fence 

down and started running in. An 

officer shot in the air when seeing 

the “threatening crowd”, at which 

most of them retreated to Serbian 

territory.

BUDAPEST URBAN GAMES 
TO BE HELD ON AUG 29

Budapest will host the Budapest Urban 

Games, for the fifth time, on August 29, 

organisers said. Participants will have 

the opportunity to try swimming, yoga, 

running and street workout in unusual 

settings, they said. Last year, the event 

drew some 5,000 visitors, they said. 

Events will include swimming across the 

Danube, running events at the Citadel on 

Gellért Hill, and street workout in front of 

the Technical University on the riverbank.

MODERN PENTATHLON 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 
CANCELLED AMID 
CORONAVIRUS RESTRICTIONS

The European Modern 

Pentathlon Championships that 

was set to be held in central 

Hungary’s Székesfehérvár this 

year has been cancelled amid 

the situation around the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, the 

European Confederation for 

Modern Pentathlon (ECMP) 

said. The championships that 

was originally set to take place 

in June-July had already been 

postponed to September but 

now had to be called of f due 

to travel restrictions and the 

varying levels of lockdowns and 

curfews imposed in participating 

countries. The Hungarian modern 

pentathlon federation will instead 

get to organise the European 

championships in 2022. The ECMP 

was also set to hold its congress 

to elect new leaders during 

the event, but it, too, has been 

cancelled.


