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Turkey is currently sheltering over 4 million migrants, while several hundred thousand more are staying across the Turkey-

Syria border, Szijjártó said, adding that the coronavirus pandemic could easily trigger new waves of migration, therefore it 

is in the European Union’s “vital interest” to maintain the migration agreement.

The future of the EU will largely depend on its relations with Turkey, Szijjártó said, and urged that those ties should be “fair, 

straightforward, and based on mutual respect”. “Brussels should finally leave behind hypocrisy and double-dealing,” he 

added. Szijjártó said that “some members should say the same things in the presence of a representative of the Turkish 

government as in their absence” and suggested that some members have made it clear in a closed circle that they do not 

support Turkey’s EU membership.

The EU should also seek closer economic cooperation with Turkey in light of the coronavirus pandemic, Szijjártó said and 

urged an EU-Turkey free trade agreement, which would reduce duties and red tape in trade relations.

The European Union should sign a new migration deal with Ankara so that Turkey will 
curb the flow of migrants across its border, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said after 
talks with Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu, his Turkish counterpart, in Ankara.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS FOR NEW EU-TURKEY MIGRATION DEAL

Plenary session of parliament

Press conference on Covid-19 tests
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New lookout tower completed on Zengő Hill, near Hosszúhetény
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ORBÁN: MORE FUNDS TO 
RICH STATES WOULD GO 
AGAINST EU VALUES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán had a 

videoconference with European 

Council President Charles Michael 

in preparation for a European Union 

summit scheduled for July 17-18.

The Hungarian government is 

interested in ensuring a “fair” budget 

for the community, but “the current 

proposal is far from that”, Orbán’s press 

office quoted him as saying at the talks. 

Rich countries must not be given 

more funds because that would be in 

contravention with European values, 

Orbán said.

ORBÁN, KÖVÉR HAVE 
TALKS WITH SLOVAKIA 
PARLT SPEAKER

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Boris Kollár, speaker of the Slovak 

parliament, for talks in Budapest. 

They concluded that the two 

countries share positions on 

cooperation in the Visegrad Group, 

on issues around national interests, 

family policies, as well as illegal 

migration, the prime minister’s press 

office reported.

Hungary and Slovakia are 

interested in the European Union’s 

success, but also work to promote 

national interests and preserve 

the sovereignty of members, 

parties at the talks concluded. 

They also voiced commitment to 

applying “zero tolerance” for illegal 

migration.

The Slovak house speaker praised 

the Hungarian government’s family 

policy, and both partners highlighted 

the crucial importance of cooperation 

between Hungary, Slovakia, the Czech 

Republic and Poland.

Kollár also met House Speaker 

László Kövér to discuss strengthening 

regional ties, support for ethnic 

communities and EU advocacy. 

After the talks in Budapest, Kövér 

said “national communities” played 

an important role in strengthening 

international ties. He said that the 

work of Slovakia’s new government 

had raised hopes of development on 

that count.

The two speakers pledged to do 

everything in their power to boost 

regional cooperation and the work 

of the Visegrad Group.

Hungary and Slovakia’s 

cooperation is also important for the 

future of the European Union, Kövér 

said, adding that the EU provides 

an opportunity for member states 

to advocate for their interests. 

Cooperation gives smaller countries 

weight within that framework, he 

said.

Kollár said Slovakia strove for good 

relations with Hungary. He noted that 

his first trips after his inauguration 

led to Prague and Budapest to signal 

the importance of good relations 

with Slovakia’s neighbours. Close 

cooperation within the Visegrad 

Group is also in the interest of both 

countries, he said.

ORBÁN TO PARTICIPATE 
IN ONLINE CONFERENCE 
WITH SERBIAN, 
SLOVENIAN LEADERS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán will 

participate in an online conference 

with Serbian President Aleksandar 

Vučić and Slovenian Prime Minister 

Janez Janša next Wednesday, 

according to a Fidesz official. 

The conference Europe without 

Censorship will be streamed on 

Orbán’s Facebook page, Katalin 

Novák, a deputy leader of ruling 

Fidesz, told commercial broadcaster 

InfoRadio.

The English-language conference 

aims to show what leaders “who 

enjoy an overwhelming majority” in 

their countries “truly think of Europe ... 

without the distortion of translations,” 

Novák said.

Due to the pandemic, endeavours 

by Fidesz and the European People’s 

Party to iron out their differences have 

been set back, Novák said. “Even then, 

some have kept on trying to find a 

way to expel Fidesz from the party,” 

she added. EPP leader Donald Tusk, 

she said, had partnered with people 

who were determined “to divide the 

party family”.

“International forums are not used 

to clear, straight talking,” she said, 

explaining negative views of Fidesz 

abroad. Novák insisted such people 

were “unhappy Hungary’s national 

interests are being successfully 

asserted.”
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Regarding family support, Novák 

said the government is spending 

2,300 billion forints (EUR 6.5bn) on 

subsidies this year, two and a half times 

the sum that went towards the same 

goal in 2010. During the pandemic, 

the Hungarian government has 

expanded support for families, she 

said. Applications were simplified and 

deadlines pushed back to ease their 

burden, she said. The allowance for 

mothers of newborn babies will be 

raised to 100% of the mother’s gross 

salary from July next year, leaving 

mothers with more money in the first 

half year of the baby’s life, she added.

ÁDER LAUDS HEALTH-
CARE WORKERS

The novel coronavirus epidemic has 

demonstrated, more than ever, the 

value of the efforts of health-care 

workers when it comes to caring for 

the sick and the elderly, President János 

Áder said marking Semmelweis Day, 

the day of national health care.

Addressing a celebration at the 

National Haematology and Infectology 

Institute, the president said that 

although Hungary had managed to 

keep the epidemic under control, 

“the war is not yet over, as there’s no 

medicine or vaccine” against the virus. 

“You have won the battles of the past 

weeks,” Áder told the health-care 

workers in attendance, adding that 

Hungary was indebted to them for 

their efforts.

The president expressed his 

gratitude to the staff of the South 

Pest Central Hospital and every health-

care worker who had “served on the 

frontlines” at other institutions, GP 

clinics, retirement homes, ambulance 

stations, labs and hospital wards. 

“Whenever we talked about the 

pandemic in recent months, we 

subconsciously switched over to using 

the language of conflict,” Áder said. 

“For health-care workers the toughest 

conditions are on the actual battlefield, 

under unusual circumstances but 

tremendous pressure ... and when 

life-threatening situations are everyday 

occurrences.”

He noted that health-care workers 

had a higher risk of contracting the 

virus than anyone else. “We got to 

experience what it’s like when the 

survival of a community and a country 

depends on the fortitude of those 

who were are still the ones closest 

to the danger,” he said. “We thank 

you for keeping our hope alive ... for 

strengthening our faith, for caring not 

just for those who were ill, but to some 

extent, all of us, who in the last several 

months were filled with fear, worries 

and uncertainty,” the president added.

Miklós Kásler, the minister of 

human resources, also thanked the 

institute’s staff for their efforts. He 

praised Ignaz Semmelweis, a 19th-

century Hungarian doctor, to whom 

Semmelweis Day is dedicated, calling 

him “the well-doer of humanity”. 

Semmelweis (1818-1865) discovered 

that childbed fever could be 

avoided through disinfection, and, 

much against the opinion of his 

contemporaries, advocated that 

doctors and midwives should wash 

their hands before assisting women 

in labour.

TEN NEW CORONAVIRUS 
INFECTIONS, NO DEATHS

The number of registered novel 

coronavirus infections rose by ten 

to 4,155 in the past 24 hours, while 

no patients died, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. Altogether 585 people have died 

and 2,692 have made a recovery, while 

the number of active infections stands 

at 878. Altogether 1,783 people are in 

official home quarantine and 274,945 

tests have been carried out. A total of 

169 coronavirus patients are in hospital, 

nine of whom are on ventilators. Fully 

38% of active infections, 60% of 

fatalities and 48% of recoveries have 

taken place in Budapest. The threat 

of an epidemic has not disappeared 

and a state of medical preparedness 

is in effect, the website said. It is 

compulsory to wear a face mask 

in shops and on public transport. 

Budapest has the highest number 

of infections (1,978), followed by Pest 

County (624), and the counties of Fejér 

(377), Komárom-Esztergom (307) and 

Zala (272). Békés county (13) has the 

fewest infections.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGARY TO ACT ON 
PRISON OVERCROWDING 
BY SEPT. 30

Hungary’s interior minister has until 

Sept. 30 to take steps to reduce prison 
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overcrowding in the country, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said.

Compensation payments made to 

inmates over prison overcrowding 

“have led to abuses in the application 

of the law, which must be stopped”, 

Varga said during an annual hearing 

before parliament’s justice committee.

She noted that “as a way of putting 

victims first”, the government has 

submitted a bill to parliament that 

will allow the victims of crimes to seek 

compensation even after the courts 

have ruled on their cases.

This is “a quick and temporary fix”, 

the minister said, but added that she 

will submit a more complex bill on 

victim compensation in October.

NOVÁK SENDS LETTER 
TO PES ABOUT 
OPPOSITION DK MAYOR’S 
‘UNACCEPTABLE’ 
REMARKS

The state secretary for family and youth 

affairs has written a letter to the Party 

of European Socialists (PES) to inform 

them about recent “unacceptable” 

remarks by an opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) mayor of Budapest’s 11th 

district. DK’s MEPs belong to the PES 

group in the European Parliament.

Katalin Novák said in her letter 

posted on Facebook that the 

international media which carry 

reports about Hungary “regularly 

misinform the public” and had failed to 

report the mayor’s remarks concerning 

Adolf Hitler. Novák said that Imre 

László, the mayor of Budapest’s largest 

district, had told a district meeting on 

June 25 that Hitler was voted Man of 

the Year by Time magazine “in ‘36 or 

‘37”, and deservedly so. She added 

that László had reasoned that Hitler’s 

achievements by that point had 

resulted in the spectacular rise of 

Germany after the global economic 

crisis. “I trust that praising Hitler is not 

acceptable in your party,” she said in 

the letter addressed to the PES group 

leader. “I believe that the reason you 

have not reacted to his comments 

so far is that none of the biased 

reports about our country include 

the unacceptable remarks from the 

Hungarian left,” she added, calling on 

PES to condemn them “in the usual 

public and resolute manner”. “Since 

both of their Hungarian member 

parties openly cooperate with the far-

right Jobbik party, perhaps the time 

has come to ask how long the Socialist 

and Democrat factions will tolerate 

this,” she added. The DK politician has 

since issued a statement apologising 

for his remarks.

LMP CO-LEADER 
HOLDS TALKS WITH 
EU ENLARGEMENT 
COMMISSIONER

János Kendernay, co-leader of opposition 

LMP, discussed the European Union’s 

green policies and the monitoring of 

how EU coronavirus recovery funds are 

spent, among other matters, with Olivér 

Várhelyi, the European commissioner for 

enlargement and neighbourhood policy, 

in Brussels.

Kendernay said in an online press 

conference that his party approved 

of the green policies proposed by 

the European Commission but the 

Hungarian government had the wrong 

attitude to the matter.

Meanwhile, Kendernay said he had 

thanked Várhelyi for the EC’s decision 

to extend the deadline for collecting 

signatures in support of a European 

citizens’ initiative on protecting 

national minority regions. 

The European Citizens’ Initiative 

for the Equality of the Regions and 

Sustainability of the Regional Cultures 

attracted some 1.2 million signatures 

by the original May 7 deadline, but 

the campaign had failed to collect 

the required minimum number of 

signatures from seven EU member 

states.

On another subject, Kendernay said 

a solution was needed regarding the 

post-WW2 Beneš decrees, a series of 

laws that ruled on the expulsion of 

many ethnic Germans and Hungarians 

from Czechoslovakia who had settled 

there during or before the German 

occupation. He added, however, 

that the foreign ministry had not 

responded to LMP’s enquiry in the 

matter.

Meanwhile, he said the EU’s recovery 

from the economic downturn 

caused by the pandemic should 

be based on “a green turnaround”, 

social benefits and strengthening 

local economies. Kendernay said the 

EC also bore responsibility for “EU 

monies not always making it to their 

intended users in Hungary”, urging 
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the commission to keep a close eye 

on how recovery funds are spent.

He also conveyed a request by 

Europe’s green mayors for them to 

have direct access to EU funds. He 

also urged a speedy conclusion to the 

ongoing Article 7 procedure against 

Hungary.

OPPOSITION PROTESTS 
PLANNED INVESTMENTS 
ON BUDAPEST’S 
HAJÓGYÁRI ISLAND

Politicians of the opposition Párbeszéd 

and Democratic Coalition (DK) parties 

on Tuesday protested against reported 

plans by the government to set up 

a levy system and a kayak-canoe 

academy on Budapest’s Hajógyári 

Island on the Danube.

Citing an impact study, the daily 

Népszava reported that the plans 

would involve felling up to 1,000 trees 

on the island, which hosts the Sziget 

Festival, and would likely lead to raised 

water levels between the island and 

the city’s 3rd district.

Párbeszéd group leader Tímea 

Szabó told an online press 

conference: “Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and his team ... have cast 

their sights again on the island ... 

knowing they are about to further 

destroy the environment.” The levy 

system would put Budapest ’s 3rd 

district at risk of f looding, she 

said. Szabó called the planned 

kayak and canoe academy “a step 

in Orbán’s stealthy preparation for 

an Olympic bid”.

László Kiss, the DK-party mayor of 

the 3rd district, said the island was 

visited by thousands wishing to relax. 

He asked for support from “those 

who love the island” and pledged 

to do everything in his power to 

“preserve it for families and the 

community”.

JOBBIK SUMS UP 
PARTY OBJECTIVES IN 
DECLARATION

Senior officials of opposition Jobbik 

adopted a declaration summing 

up objectives of “Hungary’s only 

people’s party”, a party with a “national, 

Christian, conservative, centre-right 

and socially sensitive character”.

Jobbik wants to work to build a 

“Hungary of welfare”, with a society 

based on free enterprise and personal 

performance, which ensures equal 

opportunities and security to all 

citizens through eliminating corruption 

and “removing the social causes of 

crime”.

According to Jobbik, Hungary must 

become a strong country which 

“benefits from rather than suffers 

developments of the 21st century”. 

“Jobbik is an independent political 

movement, which strictly observes 

its own values but is willing to 

cooperate with other political forces 

to restore democracy and the rule of 

law in Hungary”. Jobbik believes that 

Hungary, which “chose Christianity 

and Europe over a thousand years 

ago, will have its future in Europe”, the 

document said.

GOVT: ASYLUM 
APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE 
SUBMITTED IN REGULATED 
MANNER

Hungary believes asylum seekers 

should hand in their applications 

legally and in a regulated manner, the 

Government Information Centre said 

on Tuesday in response to a statement 

by the United Nations’ refugee agency 

urging Hungary to repeal a recent 

tightening of its asylum laws.

In its statement, the UNHCR said 

Hungary’s law ending the state of 

emergency declared in response to 

the novel coronavirus epidemic, under 

which migrants are required to submit 

asylum applications at Hungary’s 

foreign missions, further undermined 

access to asylum for those fleeing war 

or persecution.

In its response, the Government 

Information Centre noted that until 

recently asylum seekers had to 

submit their applications in the transit 

zones set up on the southern border. 

However, Hungary was recently asked 

by the Court of Justice of the European 

Union to close the transit zones, which 

the government complied with, it 

said. Since then, migrants arriving 

via the Balkan route can submit their 

asylum requests at Hungary’s foreign 

consulates, it added.

“The UNHCR’s statement implies that 

it wants to eliminate even this form 

of control over illegal migration and 

that they want us to let migrants into 

Hungary and the EU’s territory freely 
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without any checks,” the centre said. 

“Hungary disagrees with this, as the 

Hungarian people have made it clear 

through the National Consultation 

surveys on multiple occasions that 

they want no part of illegal migration.”

APPLICATION FOR PAKS II 
IMPLEMENTATION LICENCE 
SUBMITTED

An application for an implementation 

licence for two more blocks at the Paks 

nuclear power plant was submitted 

to the National Atomic Energy Office 

(OAH), János Süli, the minister without 

portfolio in charge of the upgrade, 

told local mayors. The implementation 

licence certifies that the new blocks 

meet all relevant safety requirements. 

The OAH has twelve months to review 

the application, which comes to 283,000 

pages, including appendices, with an 

option for a three-month extension.

 Groundwork at the site could start 

as soon as early 2021, and a building 

permit could be issued in the autumn 

of 2021, Süli said. The Paks plant’s 

existing four blocks, each with a 

nominal capacity of 500MW, account 

for about half of domestic electricity 

generation.

HUNGARY WAGE GROWTH 
SLOWS TO 7.8% IN APRIL

Wage growth for full-time workers in 

Hungary slowed to an annual 7.8% in 

April, data published by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. KSH said 

the economic impact of the coronavirus 

crisis contributed to the slowdown in 

wage growth. Wage growth slowed for 

the fifth month in a row.

In absolute terms, the average gross 

monthly wage stood at 400,200 forints 

(EUR 1,100). The average net wage was 

266,100 forints.

The state secretary for employment 

policy at the Ministry of Innovation and 

Technology, commenting on the figures, 

said the government’s wage support 

scheme launched in response to the 

epidemic served to protect wages and 

jobs. Sándor Bodó said real wages had 

increased for the 88th month in a row, 

since early 2013. Compared with the 

same period ten years ago, gross wages 

were 88.6% higher and net wages 92.1% 

up in January-April this year, he added. A 

recent European Commission forecast for 

employment showed that Hungary had 

the most promising prospects among 

European Union members, he said.

HUNGARY INDUSTRIAL 
PRODUCER PRICES 
DECLINE TO 1.7% IN MAY

Industrial producer prices in Hungary 

grew by an annual 1.7% in May, slowing 

from 3.7% in the previous month, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Prices for domestic sale fell by 2.6%, 

while export prices grew by 3.9%.

ICF UPGRADES 
SZEGED KAYAK-CANOE 
CHAMPIONSHIP TO 
WORLD CUP

The International Canoe Federation 

(ICF) has upgraded the status of 

the kayaking and canoeing world 

championship to be held in Szeged 

in September to a world cup, which 

will now include Olympic events, the 

federation said. The world cup will be 

held between September 24 and 27 

in the southern Hungarian city. Gábor 

Schmidt, the head of the Hungarian 

kayak-canoe association, welcomed 

the decision for giving athletes 

preparing for the Tokyo Olympics 

and Paralympics an opportunity to 

compete this year.


