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Szijjártó argued that the coronavirus epidemic has hit countries with poor economies, and its spread could lead to increased 

illegal migration. Rooted in their geographical location, Hungary and Spain have different positions on migration, however, 

there are links as well, he said, adding, for example, that both countries are committed to fighting humans smuggling rings.

Hungary and Spain see eye to eye concerning the principle of delivering assistance where problems arise, and will launch 

a shared water management project in Morocco to improve supplies for local residents, he said.

Referring to the pandemic, Szijjártó said that “Europe must avoid getting in such a vulnerable position as in recent months, 

therefore some strategic capacities must be developed even if they may seem redundant in ‘peace’ times”.

Spain is Hungary’s 15th greatest trading partner, while 200 Spanish firms employ over 5,000 people in Hungary, he said, 

adding that bilateral ties could offer further opportunities for cooperation.

Hungary will open a consular office in Málaga, he announced.

Another wave of migration could pose serious health and economic risks, 
Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks with his Spanish counterpart 
Arancha González Laya in Madrid.

SZIJJÁRTÓ WARnS OF neW WAVe OF MIGRATIOn
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JuSTICe MIn: ‘TRuTH WILL 
ALWAYS PReVAIL’

The measures enacted by Hungary 

during the state of emergency were 

not only “necessary, proportionate and 

successful”, but also temporary, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga wrote in an op-ed 

for Brussels-based news portal Euractiv, 

underlining that this was “a truth that 

will prevail no matter how many times 

it is denied by those who seek to push 

their own political agenda.”

Having put up a successful fight 

against the novel coronavirus 

epidemic and with the end of the 

state of emergency, the government 

had hoped “that the moment of truth 

had finally arrived”, Varga said. The 

government had hoped that “what 

had become an unprecedented 

level of criticism directed at Hungary 

would end and those who made 

such outrageous claims about the 

country might take a moment for self-

reflection”, she said.

But, Varga added, it appeared 

that “in this polarised era” the truth 

mattered little if it was inconvenient 

“for the purposes of pushing a 

political agenda”. “I have said before 

that Brussels is more concerned with 

demonising Hungary than respecting 

the rule of law, which should be 

consistently and equally applied to 

all Member States,” Varga said. “In the 

face of this, what difference does it 

make that the extraordinary measures 

introduced in Hungary were in no way 

unique in Europe?”

Varga insisted that a “genuine 

moment of truth” would reveal “how 

vulnerable the ‘rule of law’ toolbox of 

various international organisations is 

to political abuse”. Without objective 

standards that all member states agree 

to, reliable and balanced information 

and fair and transparent procedures, 

“the rule of law mechanism currently 

in place will continue to be captured 

by particular political interests and be 

used as a bargaining chip in political 

horse-trading,” she said.

“That should concern us all,” the 

minister added. “While the past few 

months have singled out Hungary, any 

Member State could one day become 

a target.

THRee PATIenTS DIe, 
nuMBeR OF InFeCTeD 
PeOPLe RISeS BY SeVen

Three patients -- with underlying 

illnesses -- have died in the past 24 

hours and the number of registered 

infections has risen by 7 to 4,114, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Wednesday 

morning.

Fully 576 people have died and 

2,618 have made a recovery, while the 

number of active infections stands at 

920. Altogether 3,705 people are in 

official home quarantine and 261,420 

tests have been carried out. A total 

of 183 coronavirus patients are in 

hospital, 13 of whom are on ventilators. 

Fully 39% of active infections, 60% of 

fatalities and 48% of recoveries have 

taken place in Budapest. The threat 

of an epidemic has not disappeared 

and a state of medical preparedness 

is in effect, the website said. It is 

compulsory to wear a face mask in 

shops and on public transport.

Budapest has the highest number 

of infections (1,952), followed by Pest 

County (609), and the counties of Fejér 

(376), Komárom-Esztergom (302) and 

Zala (261). Békés and Tolna counties 

have the fewest, with 13 each.

VISeGRAD GROuP WARnS 
AGAInST DeFenCe CuTS

The armies of Hungary, the Czech 

Republic, Slovakia and Poland proved 

to be instrumental during the recent 

coronavirus epidemic, defence 

ministers of the group concluded, 

warning that it would be a mistake to 

reduce military spending with regard 

to the economic impact of the virus, 

at a meeting in Prague.

“The Hungarian government’s 

position is clear: the coronavirus 

epidemic will not impact development 

of the Hungarian military”, Defence 

Minister Tibor Benkő told a joint press 

conference held after the conference.

Participants in the meeting 

agreed that they would continue a 

joint project aimed at ammunitions 

purchases through a NATO agency, 

Czech Defence Minister Lubomír 

Metnar, the host of the meeting, 

said. “Cooperation within the V4, 

including providing assistance to one 

another, was working well during the 

epidemic,” Metnar said.

The ministers touched upon 

the Visegrad countries’ planned 
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Battlegroup, to be set up by 2023, 

and to which each country could 

contribute 300-600 troops, the Czech 

minister said.

Participants also agreed to make 

changes to a strategy concerning 

the Visegrad Group’s defence 

development cooperation to meet 

new challenges. “An army needs up-

to-date capabilities to meet challenges 

at any time,” Benkő said, but added that 

defence research and development 

must be coupled with maintaining 

traditional capacities.

Benkő welcomed Visegrad plans 

to broaden their cooperation with 

countries such as France, Germany, the 

United Kingdom and the United States.

BuDAPeST CITY ASSeMBLY 
SeTTInG uP CTTee TO 
PROBe GRAFT

The Budapest city assembly is setting 

up a committee to investigate 

suspected cases of corruption in recent 

years.

The Socialist Party, Democratic 

Coalition, Párbeszéd and Momentum 

have advanced the initiative with 

the support of Gergely Karácsony, 

the city’s mayor. The national ruling 

Fidesz party (which is in opposition 

in the metropolitan council) is 

also delegating members to the 

committee, Deputy Mayor Gábor 

Kerpel-Fronius (Momentum) told a 

press conference.

The press and corruption researchers 

have uncovered a multitude of 

suspected cases in Budapest, and it is 

important to follow these up, he said, 

adding criminal charges could be 

potentially raised. Suspected cases 

include a public tender for pest control 

in 2018, the city zoo’s biodome, the 

city’s parking operations in the past 

15 years, the Rác Baths renovation 

and construction, the renovation of 

Metro 3, the construction of Metro 4, 

the development of an e-ticket system 

for public transport and the so-called 

“Whale” building development by the 

Danube.

Kerpel-Fronius said they back Zsolt 

Láng’s (Fidesz) amendment proposal 

to examine cases before 2010. Asked 

whether former Budapest mayor 

Gábor Demszky and the current 

mayor would also be subjects of 

investigation, he said they would, and, 

if wrongdoing was shown, would be 

held accountable.

Asked about who would take 

responsibility if someone were hurt 

while crossing the city’s Chain Bridge 

due to its poor state of repair, he said 

the bridge was being inspected daily 

and the current administration would 

take political responsibility.

KARÁCSOnY: BuDAPeST 
RISKS BeCOMInG 
unLIVABLe WITHOuT 
‘ReDeSIGn’

Budapest cannot go back to the “bad 

decisions” that led to the current 

health and economic crises, Gergely 

Karácsony, the city’s mayor, said, 

warning that the capital was in need 

of a “redesign” or risked becoming 

unliveable. Addressing the Budapest 

municipal assembly ahead of the 

agenda, Karácsony said the capital 

would be forced to make the necessary 

changes “under the worst ever 

financial circumstances”.

“Other governments have also 

treated Budapest as a cash cow, but 

the current cabinet wants to send it 

to the slaughterhouse, too,” the mayor 

said. He said that for the first time in 30 

years, Budapest was a net contributor 

to the state budget, arguing that the 

metropolitan council would be the one 

financing the government instead of 

the other way around.

Karácsony thanked the city’s 

residents for their “exemplary” 

compliance with the epidemiological 

rules. Budapest did its part and proved 

that it is a strong city and a strong 

community, the mayor said. Because 

the government “did not provide the 

capital with enough information or 

support”, it was forced to procure the 

necessary protective equipment on its 

own, Karácsony added.

He vowed not to abandon his vision 

of a liveable Budapest despite the fact 

that he had been forced to freeze 65 

billion forints (EUR 184.9m) of funds in 

the city budget due to cuts made by 

the government. Karácsony said that 

without the government’s “brutal 

austerity measures”, the municipal 

council “could afford to renovate the 

Chain Bridge every year”.

Unlike the government, the 

Budapest administration aims to 

support individual residents and 

small businesses, rather than large 
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companies and “monied people”, he 

said, adding that it also aimed to act 

on climate change, the housing crisis 

and the state of the job market.

Karácsony underscored the 

importance of restoring confidence in 

the city’s public transport system so 

that Budapest “doesn’t crumble under 

its road traffic”. The municipal council 

will map out a project to connect the 

tram routes of the Pest side and add 

new bus lanes, he added.

Zsolt Láng of ruling Fidesz called 

on Karácsony to end his “political 

battles” with the government over 

the renovation of the city’s iconic 

Chain Bridge and “just get on with the 

renovation”.

Deputy mayor Kata Tüttő of the 

Socialist Party said in response that the 

city leadership will immediately launch 

a conditional public procurement 

tender for the project, adding that 

the city’s public road manager will 

continue to carry out maintenance 

work on the bridge until the 

renovation can go ahead.

Members of the assembly also paid 

tribute to three recently-deceased 

honorary citizens of Budapest: three-time 

Olympic champion water polo players 

György Kárpáti and Tibor Benedek as well 

as horticulturist György Bálint.

SOCIALISTS uRGe 
START TO OPPOSITIOn 
COORDInATIOn FOR 2022 
eLeCTIOn

The opposition Socialists urged the 

other opposition parties to begin talks 

on coordinating for the 2022 general 

election as early as this summer. 

Addressing an online press conference 

held jointly with the party’s board 

members, Socialist Party leader Bertalan 

Tóth said his party’s goal was to unseat 

the government and usher in a new era 

in the next election. The Socialists are 

prepared to begin talks with the other 

opposition parties and have drafted an 

election programme, Tóth said.

On another subject, he said the 

party congress had approved with a 

96% majority the Socialist Party’s new 

charter allowing it to contest primary 

elections in all 106 electoral districts 

and select the opposition’s candidate 

for prime minister in a primary as well.

The delegates also approved the 

introduction of a co-leader system 

in the party, Tóth said, adding that 

he and national board leader Ágnes 

Kunhalmi would be the ones to run 

for the positions.

OPPOSITIOn, unIOnS 
uRGe BOnuS FOR SOCIAL 
SeCTOR

Similarly to health care employees, 

people working in the social sector 

should be granted a one-off bonus 

of 500,000 forints (EUR 1,420, before 

tax), representatives of opposition 

parties and trade unions demanded at 

a meeting. The meeting was initiated 

by LMP, and attended by Jobbik, the 

Socialists, DK, Párbeszéd, as well as 

trade unions MKKSZ and SZÁDSZ.

MKKSZ head Erzsébet Boros called 

on employees in the sector to hold a 

“hunger strike” at lunch time on July 2 

to support the demand.

Ferenc Köves, the head of SZÁDSZ, 

said that employees in the social sector 

had worked hard in recent months 

“without any appreciation by the 

government or society”, adding that 

“the prime minister has forgotten” 

about them.

Socialist MP Lajos Korózs said 

that welfare employees are “at the 

bottom of the payroll” and criticised 

the government for its reluctance to 

increase their wages. “Despite what 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler says the government does have 

the power on changing wages in the 

sector since a large part of the welfare 

institutions are run by the state”.

Párbeszéd’s Olivio Kocsis-Cake said 

that a bonus for all employees in the 

sector would total 46 billion forints, 

while the government is spending 

“over 30 billion on hunting expos, 

government propaganda and show-

case projects”. He also demanded the 

right to strike in the sector, which he 

insisted is not currently possible.

LMP CALLS FOR 
PROTeCTIOn OF BALATOn 
ReGIOnAL enVIROnMenT

The opposition LMP has called on the 

government to quit “megalomaniacal 

investment projects” in the Balaton region 

of western Hungary and concentrate on 

preserving its environmental and cultural 

values instead.

The green party’s co-leader, János 

Kendernay, told an online press 
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conference that the government’s 

policy on managing historical 

monuments was far from reassuring 

and the current law did not guarantee 

the widespread public access to the 

lake. The region’s cultural heritage, 

including local customs, traditional 

crafts and other local characteristics, 

is an important part of the region’s 

cultural economy, he said.

“This could be lost because the 

government is thinking only in terms 

of generating short-term profits, 

exploiting the region and making it 

dependent on the expectations of 

global tourism,” he added.

RÉTVÁRI: VIOLenCe 
AGAInST TeACHeRS 
WARRAnTS DePLOYMenT 
OF ‘SCHOOL GuARD’

A recent trend of growing violence 

against teachers in schools has made 

it necessary to take resolute action 

and appoint school guards, a state 

secretary of the Human Resources 

Ministry said.

Bence Rétvári told public news 

channel M1 that several videos had 

surfaced in recent times showing 

teachers being beaten up or objects 

being thrown at them. He noted that 

the school guards will be trained 

and employed by the police. For the 

time being, guards will be present in 

500 schools, and teachers can alert 

them using a mobile app, he added. 

School guards will be authorised to 

apply physical coercion and may 

even use a baton or gas spray for 

self-defence, but they cannot carry 

guns, he said. 

GOVT OFFICIAL: 
COnSuMeR PROTeCTIOn 
LAW AMenDMenT 
eXPAnDS DISTRIBuTIOn 
CHAIn OVeRSIGHT

Under a recent amendment to 

Hungary’s consumer protection law, 

the consumer protection authority’s 

powers will be expanded to oversee 

five levels of the distribution chain, 

allowing it to intervene in cases 

involving not just retailers, but 

also manufacturers, importers, 

warehouses and wholesalers, 

a government official said. The 

amendment which takes effect 

on Aug. 22 was drafted based on 

experiences gained as a result 

of inspections and is in line with 

European Union regulations, Péter 

Cseresnyés, the Innovation and 

Technology Ministry’s state secretary 

for trade policy and consumer 

protection, told a press event. 

AFTeR DOWnTuRn, MAJOR 
GROWTH eXPeCTeD neXT 
YeAR - AnALYST

Századvég analyst Gábor Regős 

reckons Hungary’s economy will 

contract by almost 3% this year before 

picking up to 5% in 2021. He told public 

broadcaster M1 that the second half of 

the year still held much uncertainty, 

and Hungary’s performance would 

partly depend on how foreign markets 

recover as well as the course of the 

coronavirus epidemic.

Hungary’s situation is still much 

better than the rest of Europe’s, he 

said, explaining that its growth had 

been vigorous before the crisis, while 

the country contained the epidemic 

successfully.


