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Hungary’s successful response to the epidemic saved tens of thousands of lives, Orbán said in an interview to public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio, adding that this was “a major feat”. Orbán attributed Hungary’s successful handling of the 

epidemic to discipline and unity, saying that these practices would be needed again in the event of a second wave.

On the subject of the planned EU recovery fund, he said the idea of a joint loan went against the grain of Hungarians’ 

“instincts”, but Hungary would not be able to avoid giving its consent “due to the dire financial situation of many countries”. 

Borrowing, he added, presented both a danger and an opportunity. Whether it turned out to be one or the other depended 

on how smartly the funds were spent, he said. A working group has been set up under the leadership of the innovation and 

technology minister to prepare schemes that the EU recovery plan can finance. Electricity transmission, water management 

and restructuring university finances are possible areas of developments, among others, he said.

If there are any signs of a second wave of the novel coronavirus epidemic “we 
won’t hesitate to take the necessary legal and economic steps,” Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán has said.

ORBÁn: HunGARY ‘WOn’T HeSITATe’ TO ACT
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ORBÁn PRAISeS HeALTH-
CARe SYSTeM

As regards the pandemic, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán insisted that 

the Hungarian health-care system 

had done a better job of managing 

the epidemic than those in western 

Europe. Hungary’s preparations for 

possible mass infections were built on 

“military logic” and this scenario was 

avoided as a result, he said.

Orbán said he had spoken on 

Thursday with his Slovenian counterpart 

Janez Jansa, who had said Slovenia was 

reintroducing certain entry restrictions. 

“This is an important warning,” Orbán 

said. “We’ve got to be careful.”

Concerning Western criticisms 

levelled against the emergency 

powers handed to the government 

in March in response to the 

coronavirus outbreak, Orbán said 

the map of Europe today presented 

a “shocking revelation”. “During the 

days of communist rule, we only 

attributed positive meanings to the 

word ‘Western’ and used to laugh at 

Soviet propagandistic claims … that 

‘black people are getting beaten up 

in America’ and that Western youth 

are ‘lost in the ecstasy of Coca-Cola’,” 

he said. But in reality, Orbán said, 

people in western Europe today were 

dying because of a lack of care, large 

economies are having to be saved 

from financial ruin and “there is a 

wave of violence, gang warfare and 

statues are being toppled”. “I look at 

the countries telling us how to live 

properly, how to govern, how to run a 

democracy, and I don’t know whether 

to laugh or cry.”

Concerning Thursday’s ruling by 

the Court of Justice of the European 

Union that the restrictions imposed 

by Hungary on the foreign funding of 

civil groups do not comply with EU law, 

Orbán said western Europe and “the 

American left” were attempting to apply 

a form of “liberal imperialism” to “force 

their worldview onto countries that think 

differently”. He added that international 

courts, too, were “often also involved in 

this network”. Seeing the Hungarians 

who participate in these rulings, Orbán 

said, it was “easy to spot the ties” to the 

“international network” linked to US 

financier George Soros, which the prime 

minister called “the western European 

high command of liberal imperialism”. 

Orbán noted, at the same time, that 

press reports about the ruling conceded 

that transparency was a legitimate goal 

that needed to be achieved with fewer 

restrictions. “So complying with this 

ruling won’t be difficult,” he said.

Organisations involved in political 

life should all be subject to the 

same transparency regulations, the 

prime minister said, arguing that 

parliamentary parties should not 

have to abide by stricter rules than 

other groups involved in politics 

that are not vying for parliamentary 

representation. He said all Hungarians 

would have knowledge of every forint 

spent by foreign entities on political 

goals. “Those who don’t hesitate to 

accept money from abroad shouldn’t 

be ashamed to disclose that.”

Orbán insisted that certain people 

in Hungarian political life were bent 

on watering down the country’s 

sovereignty and handing powers to 

Brussels. He said putting Hungary’s 

independence at risk would hamstring 

the authorities’ ability to ensure foreign 

students follow rules on preventing 

the spread of the infection. In such 

cases, these political actors, he said, 

were not on the side of Hungarians 

but backed “foreigners” instead. Orbán 

added that there was a “150-year 

history of certain Hungarian politicians 

working against their country on the 

international stage.”

On the topic of the new national 

consultation, the prime minister said 

the government stood for national 

independence, but this stand 

entailed “constant struggle” with 

people abroad and with “internal 

agents” doing Soros’s bidding. He 

said holding elections every four 

years was not enough to combat 

these malign influences. The majority 

of Hungarians must demonstrate the 

same position on certain issues, he 

said, adding that this entailed forming 

a national consensus on how to 

handle a possible second wave of the 

coronavirus epidemic and rebooting 

the economy.

COROnAVIRuS - AnOTHeR 
2 COnFIRMeD InFeCTIOnS 
In HunGARY, nO DeATHS

The number of confirmed 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

has risen by two to 4,081 in the past 
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24 hours, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Friday morning, adding that the 

number of deaths was unchanged at 

568. Fully 2,581 patients have made 

a full recovery, while there are 932 

active infections and 192 patients 

being treated in hospital, 15 of whom 

are on ventilators. Altogether, 6,310 

are in official home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands 

at 249,391.

Whereas the state of emergency 

has been declared over, medical 

preparedness measures have 

come into effect.  While it is still 

compulsory to wear a face mask 

in shops and on public transport, 

separate shopping times for 

the over 65s has ended. Shops, 

restaurants, hotels, cinemas, 

theatres, swimming pools, spas 

can open without restrictions. But 

entertainment involving music and 

dance involving more than 500 is 

still outlawed. The operative board 

is still up and running and ready 

to deploy special units to combat 

any infection hotspots. Hungarian 

citizens returning to Hungary will 

no longer have to enter into home 

quarantine. Further, the travel ban 

on health staff, law enforcement 

officers, soldiers and government 

officials has been lifted.

Most of the registered infections 

are in Budapest (1,935), followed by 

Pest County (598), and the counties 

of Fejér (376), Komárom-Esztergom 

(301) and Zala (261). Békés and Tolna 

counties have the fewest cases (13 

each).

SZIJJÁRTÓ: eu SeT 
TO SCRAP LIMIT On 
GOVT SuPPORT FOR 
InVeSTMenTS

The European Commission appears 

ready to abolish the limit on the 

amount of funding member states 

can provide in support of business 

investments as early as next week, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and trade 

minister, said after talks with European 

Competition Commissioner Margrethe 

Vestager by phone on Thursday. Unless 

any legal obstacles are identified, the 

Hungarian government, on the basis 

of the agreement with the EC, will be 

able to support the investments of 

businesses operating in Hungary with 

grants of more than 800,000 euros, the 

minister said.

Among the most recent recipients 

of government subsidies are meat 

processing company Kometa 99, glass 

maker CE Glass and Japanese-owned 

automotive industry supplier NIDEC 

GPM Hungary. Each were awarded 

more than 282 million forints (EUR 

814,400) for their investments worth 

over 574 million forints.

SZIJJÁRTÓ : CLOSe V4 
COOPeRATIOn neeDeD 
WITH TuRKeY

The Visegrad Group countries have 

agreed on the need to build strategic 

cooperation with Turkey, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said after a 

videoconference with counterparts.

Good relations with Turkey are a 

positive as far as efforts to contain 

the novel coronavirus is concerned, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook, noting 

that Hungary is among countries to 

have purchased protective equipment 

from Turkey. He said Turkey would 

soon be among the world’s ten 

biggest economies. “We can’t afford to 

ignore the world’s fastest developing 

economy as a target market for our 

exports,” he said.

Meanwhile, Turkey and central 

European countries are committed 

to the peaceful uses of nuclear 

energy, the minister said. Energy 

policy should be a national matter, 

he said, adding that the importance 

of nuclear energy was being 

questioned in western Europe and 

the EU. Cooperation on nuclear 

energy, he added, would be an 

important area in cooperation 

between Turkey and central Europe.

Also, curbing migration is a priority 

in EU-Turkey relations, Szijjártó said, 

adding that Turkey was instrumental 

in preventing waves of migrants 

to western Europe. He called on 

the EU to pay Turkey 6 billion euros 

it had promised, saying this was a 

small amount compared to the costs 

accrued from uncontrolled migration.

Szijjártó called on his V4 

counterparts to reaffirm their refusal 

to accept migrant quotas, adding 

that they had done so. He insisted 

that Brussels was “once again busy” 

elaborating a European pact on 

migration, adding that “migration must 

be stopped, not managed”.
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Meanwhile, Szijjártó said Hungary 

backs Malta’s proposal to strengthen 

the Libyan Coast Guard from European 

funds with a view to preventing 

migrants from coming to Europe.

The minister noted that the EU is 

renegotiating its agreement with 

Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific, 

saying that, in his view, the EU regarded 

the pact as important for providing a 

“legal channel” for people from those 

regions to take up jobs. He called 

for the European standpoint to be 

reconsidered in light of the fact that 

“many hundreds of thousands of 

Europeans have become unemployed” 

during the epidemic. European 

countries, he added, should place 

priority in providing employment 

opportunities for their own citizens 

instead.

SOCIALISTS: CHAIn 
BRIDGe RenOVATIOn 
neeDS HuF 10 Bn OF 
CenTRAL GOVT FunDInG

The Socialist Party’s Budapest 

organisation is calling on the central 

government to provide at least 10 

billion forints (EUR 29m) towards the 

renovation of the capital city’s iconic 

Chain Bridge. Zsolt Molnár, the party’s 

Budapest leader, accused the Fidesz 

government of holding the city and 

the Chain Bridge investment hostage to 

“political games” out of revenge for the 

outcome of last year’s local elections. He 

accused the government of planning 

“the biggest and most expensive 

fireworks of all time” on the August 

20 national holiday when “hundreds 

of thousands of Hungarian families” 

were still suffering as a result of the 

economic and social consequences of 

the coronavirus epidemic. The Socialist 

Party is launching a campaign to 

canvass Budapest residents on whether 

they support the government’s “luxury 

investments” or the renovation of the 

Chain Bridge, he said.

LMP uRGeS GOVT TO 
FOCuS On CHeMICAL-FRee 
FOOD PRODuCTIOn

The opposition LMP has called on 

the government to focus its farming 

policies on healthy, chemical-free food 

production.  LMP co-leader 

Erzsébet Schmuck told an online press 

conference on Friday that around half 

of food products contain chemical 

residues and there are actually no 

chemical-free foods in certain product 

groups. Food allergies have become 

drastically common even among 

young people and many health 

experts partly attribute the increase in 

cancer patients to food contaminated 

with pesticides, she added.

Schmuck welcomed the European 

Commission’s strategy dubbed “From 

Farm to Fork” which targets reducing 

pesticides and antibiotics in food 

production by half and the use of 

fertilisers by one-fifth and increasing 

the share of ecological farming to 25% 

by 2030.

The Fidesz government fails to 

support this strategy because it would 

imply a transfer of common agricultural 

subsidies from large farms and 

chemicals-based agriculture to small 

and medium-sized family farms involved 

in “gentle” agricultural production, 

Schmuck said. She called on the 

government to change its policy and 

represent the interests of consumers 

rather than large farm owners.

MAYOR PROPOSeS 
PROGReSSIVe PARKInG 
Fee SYSTeM FOR 
DOWnTOWn BuDAPeST

Mayor Gergely Karácsony has 

proposed the introduction of a 

progressive parking fee system for 

downtown Budapest that would 

make the first 15 minutes of parking 

free of charge with the rate then rising 

progressively.

Addressing an event streamed on 

City Hall’s Facebook page, Karácsony 

said a progressive fee system would 

guarantee that motorists would only 

park their cars in the downtown area 

for as long as they actually need to, 

making parking easier. The move to 

make parking free of charge has had the 

exact opposite effect, the mayor added.

FIDeSZ: HunGARIAnS 
HAVe RIGHT TO InFO On 
nGO FOReIGn FunDInG

Fidesz’s communications director 

has said Hungarians had the right to 

information on which NGOs received 

foreign funding and how much.

István Hollik said in an online briefing 

that “this principle will be enforced” 
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while taking into consideration the 

ruling of the European Court of 

Justice, adding that it appeared the 

government would face “another 

battle”. He noted the European court 

had ruled that the 2017 law did not 

conform to European law, insisting that 

the ruling was a factor of the influence 

of financier George Soros.

Hollik defended the law as a way of 

ensuring that the finances of foreign-

funded and domestic NGOs operating 

in Hungary were transparent. He said 

the “Soros network” and the left wing 

had lobbied vigorously against the 

law, so the ruling had not come as a 

surprise. He added that this network 

wanted to make sure that no one 

knew how much foreign money NGOs 

received or from whom because this 

would reveal what interests they serve.

THOuSAnDS PAY 
ReSPeCTS TO WATeR POLO 
LeGenD BeneDeK AT 
MARGAReT ISLAnD

From fans, friends and coaches 

to former teammates, thousands 

of people gathered at Budapest’s 

Margaret Island late on Thursday to pay 

their respects to three-time Olympic 

champion water polo player Tibor 

Benedek, who died, aged 47, earlier in 

the day after a long illness.

The memorial at the Alfred Hajós 

National Swimming Stadium was 

organised by the Hungarian Water Polo 

Association and the Budapest-based 

water polo club UVSE.

Many placed candles, flowers and 

photos of Benedek in front of the 

stadium’s main entrance.

The event was also attended by 

Tünde Szabó, the state secretary 

in charge of sports, Attila Vári, the 

head of the Hungarian Water Polo 

Association, Pál Schmitt, former 

Hungarian president who is a 

member of the International Olympic 

Committee and the honorary head of 

the Hungarian Olympic Committee, 

and Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony.

Benedek was a mainstay of Hungary’s 

Golden Team, which triumphed in the 

Olympic tournaments of 2000, 2004 

and 2008. He was national coach of 

the Hungarian men’s water polo team 

between 2013 and 2016. He was named 

Hungarian Water Polo Player of the Year 

in 1992, 1993, 1994 and 2002 and in 

2000 he was voted into the Hungarian 

water polo team of the century.

COROnAVIRuS - nATIOnAL 
GALLeRY, FIne ARTS 
MuSeuM TO ReOPen

The Hungarian National Gallery and 

the Fine Arts Museum will reopen to 

the public on Saturday after being 

closed for three months.

The first temporary show the Fine 

Arts Museum will host is an exhibition 

entitled The Age of Dürer, German 

Drawings and Prints. The exhibition 

features 54 of the finest drawings 

produced in German-speaking lands 

spanning a period of 200 years of 

International Gothic, the Renaissance 

and Mannerism, supplemented with 

engravings and woodcuts created by 

Albrecht Dürer.

Visitors are advised to observe 

coronavirus protection rules, the two 

museums said in a statement.


