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In late March, parliament passed an amendment to the Penal Code in response to the outbreak of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic criminalising the spread of false information during an epidemic. An appeal submitted to the court claimed the 

law carrying a five-year prison sentence restricted the freedom of speech and was ill-defined, with the risk that it may be 

applied arbitrarily. 

The court noted that the disputed parts of the Penal Code prohibit “communication of knowingly false or distorted facts to 

the general public” only if the authorities are thereby hindered in their ability to implement protective measures during an 

emergency. The ban, the court added, does not apply to critical opinions. The court said it was necessary and proportionate 

to put limits on speech if there was an overriding social interest in doing so.

On Tuesday, Róbert Kiss, a member of the operative board coordinating Hungary’s response to the epidemic, said the 

authorities have taken action in 127 cases of scare-mongering concerning the outbreak.

The law which criminalises scare-mongering during an epidemic applies to anyone 
who knowingly spreads false information, the Constitutional Court said in a ruling 
upholding the law.

LAW ON SCARE-MONGERING NOT UNCONSTITUTIONAL

High-level EU officials hold video 
conference with Eastern Partnership 
member states 

NATO defence ministers conclude 
video meeting 

Hungarian Red Cross presser on 
innovation

Presser on Debrecen 2030 
development scheme
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Csorna-Sopron section of highway M85 in NW Hungary under construction
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ÁDER SIGNS LAW LIFTING 
GOVT’S EMERGENCY 
POWERS

President János Áder has signed the 

law that terminates the emergency 

powers handed to the government 

and lifts the state of emergency 

declared in March in response to the 

outbreak of the novel coronavirus 

epidemic. Parliament on Tuesday 

approved the law with 192 votes 

in favour and no votes against. The 

termination of the state of emergency 

will be decided by the government 

and once a date for it is set, Hungary’s 

epidemic response law will expire. 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, has called 

for the legislation to be proclaimed 

as a law soon as possible so that the 

government’s emergency powers 

could be lifted as early as midnight 

on Wednesday.

TWO PATIENTS DIE, 
4,078 REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS CASES IN 
HUNGARY

Two patients have died in the past 24 

hours, both elderly with underlying 

illnesses, bringing the total number 

of Covid-19 fatalities to 567, while 

registered novel coronavirus infections 

in Hungary have increased by 1 to 

4,078, koronavirus.gov.hu said on 

Wednesday morning.

Fully 2,547 hospitalised patients have 

made a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 964. Thirty-nine 

percent of the active cases, 60% of the 

fatalities and 48% of full recoveries are 

in Budapest, the site said.

Fully 210 Covid-19 patients are 

undergoing treatment in hospital, 16 

of whom are on ventilators. Altogether 

7,545 are in official home quarantine. 

The number of tests carried out stands 

at 242,139.

Parliament on Tuesday voted to lift 

the state of emergency related to the 

coronavirus epidemic and created the 

legal basis for maintaining a state of 

epidemiological preparedness.

The number of new and active 

infections is gradually declining, but an 

epidemiological preparedness needs 

to be maintained as the pandemic 

is still prevalent and Covid-19 is still 

present in Hungary, the site said.

Budapest (1,932 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (597) and Fejér County 

(376). Békés County (13) has the lowest 

number.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
HUNGARY ‘IMPORTED’ 
93 INFECTIONS FROM 
ABROAD

Fully 93 novel coronavirus infections 

were “imported” from abroad during 

the epidemic, Hungary’s Chief Medical 

Officer said. The largest number of 

people carrying the infection, 33, came 

to Hungary from Austria, Cecília Müller 

told an online press conference, her 

final one scheduled. A total of 17 cases 

arrived from the United Kingdom, 

another 5 each from Italy and Germany, 

4 each from Spain and Turkey, and 3 

each from France, Switzerland, Israel, 

the United States and Iran, she said. 

From the Netherlands and Mexico, 

there were 2 infections each, and 

one each from the Czech Republic, 

Portugal and Saint Lucia.

Altogether 40% of the country’s 

registered coronavirus patients were 

elderly and none of the fatalities were 

under the age of 30, she said. A total 

of 90 registered patients were under 

the age of 20, she added. Müller also 

said that for about a month after the 

first infections were detected in early 

March, the health authorities had been 

able to track down imported cases and 

other cases through contact tracing. 

Hungary experienced a flattened 

epidemiological curve during the 

first wave, Müller said, adding that this 

meant the country could “breathe a 

small sigh of relief”. Nevertheless, the 

virus is still present, she said, urging 

the public to continue to abide by the 

hygiene rules.

Tibor Lakatos, head of the 

emergency centre set up by the 

operative board coordinating the 

epidemic response said the board had 

taken action in 14,000 cases since it 

was set up on Feb. 5. The authorities 

traced 3,647 contacts connected to 

the 4,078 confirmed Covid-19 cases, 

most of them in Budapest and Pest 

County, Lakatos said. The emergency 

centre has also kept track of Hungary’s 

stock of protective gear, hospital 

bed occupancy rates, the number of 

patients on ventilators and donations 
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offered to the operative board, he 

said.

Róbert Kiss, a staff member of 

the emergency centre, said that 

since March 12, the authorities had 

conducted 648,981 home quarantine 

inspections, registering violations in 

0.44% of cases.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
MEDICAL EMERGENCY 
POWERS NEEDED

Justice Minister Judit Varga told public 

broadcaster Kossuth Radio that the 

coronavirus epidemic still presented 

a danger, and this is why the new law 

on maintaining medical preparedness 

which replaces the government’s 

emergency powers was necessary. 

She said precautionary measures 

were still needed in order to protect 

the health of citizens but there was a 

big difference, she insisted, between 

the revoked law which had given the 

government emergency powers, 

lapsing midnight on Wednesday, 

and the new state of medical 

preparedness that ensured a flexible 

response to any emerging virus-related 

incidences. Varga said measures to aid 

economic recovery such as support for 

businesses and job-protection were 

also vitally important.

Meanwhile, the minister said the 

European Commission’s proposed 

750 billion euro rescue package 

and new seven-year budget would 

require fresh resources, and this 

would involve borrowing. She said 

it was questionable as to whether 

indebtedness in the long term was 

desirable. Hungary, she said, calls for 

an equitable solution compromising 

neither cohesion nor agricultural 

funding. Further, Hungary’s disciplined 

public finances should be a factor 

of consideration when it comes 

to deciding on funding levels for 

individual member states, the minister 

added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN BELGRADE: 
SERBIA, HUNGARY 
SHOULD COOPERATE ON 
REBOOTING ECONOMIES

Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, in Belgrade 

on Wednesday, said the time had 

come to take action to reboot their 

respective economies, and both 

Serbia and Hungary could successfully 

do so by working closely together. 

At a joint press conference with 

his Serbian counterpart, Szijjártó 

said the epidemic had highlighted 

how much East-West infrastructure 

passed through Serbia and Hungary. 

“We should benefit from that, so 

the coming months and years will 

be about major joint infrastructure 

developments.” Szijjártó said the 

pandemic had proven “more clearly 

than ever that we Hungarians and 

Serbs are closely interdependent ... 

this relationship has strengthened 

during the pandemic”. The border 

between the two countries was 

reopened in record speed, he said, 

adding that Serbia was the first 

country Hungary was able to open its 

border with in full and the first non-EU 

country to open a border with an EU 

member state. 

Szijjártó noted that both countries 

are working together to upgrade the 

Belgrade-Budapest rail line, to renovate 

the Subotica-Szeged rail line and to 

build a new gas pipeline to transport 

gas from the Turkish Stream pipeline 

from the south to central Europe, with 

capacity to be expanded to almost 

10 billion cubic meters in the coming 

years.

Meanwhile, the minister said 

Hungary benefited from a strong 

Serbia, partly in light of ethnic 

Hungarians living in Vojvodina and 

also “because our economies are 

closely interlinked”. He noted that the 

Hungarian government has provided 

9.1 billion forints in support for nine 

investments in Serbia by Hungarian 

firms in the areas of agriculture, food 

processing and construction. Another 

25 billion forints will be available for 

Hungarian companies to bid for from 

Friday, he added.

On the topic of Serbia’s elections 

on Sunday, he said Hungary would 

not interfere in the ballot, but the 

current Serbian governing coalition 

was in the country’s interest “because 

the party representing Hungarians in 

Vojvodina are part of the governing 

coalition ... and we hope [they] 

will have the chance to participate 

in important decision-making 

regarding Serbia’s future, and also 

because relations between Hungary 

and Serbia have turned into a historic 

friendship”. 
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Ivica Dačić thanked Hungary for its 

support in the course of its European 

integration endeavours and during 

the coronavirus epidemic. He said 

Szijjártó had persistently been 

the strongest advocate of Serbian 

European integration. Relations 

between Serbia and Hungary, he 

said, were “outstanding”, and the 

Serbian government also maintained 

very good relations with “the most 

important party of Vojvodina 

Hungarians”, the Alliance of Vojvodina 

Hungarians.

MAYOR’S OFFICE: V4 
METROPOLITAN MAYORS 
WANT KEY ROLE IN GREEN 
REBUILDING

The metropolitan mayors of 

Visegrad Group countries believe 

their cities must play key roles in 

green rebuilding, they fully support 

the European Green Deal and urge 

the European Union to increase its 

2030 targets for cutting emissions, 

the Mayor’s Office said. In an open 

letter signed by the city leaders and 

addressed to the head and members 

of the European Council, they made 

further proposals asking the council 

to help the cities take firm action to 

protect the climate, the statement 

said. The letter published ahead 

of the European Council meeting 

of June 18-19 states that recovery 

measures in the wake of the novel 

coronavirus epidemic must not 

neglect the climate crisis which 

poses an even greater challenge than 

the pandemic. The European Green 

Deal must form an integral part of 

the EU recovery strategy, the mayors 

added.

Member states should increase their 

emission reduction ambitions and raise 

the EU 2030 target from 40% to 55%, 

they said. The mayors proposed that 

the EU should create legal agreements 

to provide direct support for the cities’ 

emission reduction projects. The 

EU’s new recovery measures should 

include a European Recovery Fund 

which provides support to cities and 

their residents directly or through 

commercial banks, the mayors added.

OPPOSITION COMPLAINS 
MAYORS, UNION LEADERS 
NOT GIVEN CHANCE TO 
SPEAK AT BUDGET CTTEE 
MEETING

Parliamentary opposition groups 

have issued a joint protest over the 

blocking of invited mayors and trade 

union leaders from commenting 

on next year’s draft budget during 

Wednesday’s budget committee 

meeting in parliament. At a press 

conference held during the break 

of the committee meeting, László 

Varju of the Democratic Coalition 

said it was “outrageous” that the 

government lawmakers on the 

committee had blocked the guests 

from speaking. He added that he 

was confident that the 800-plus 

opposition amendments to the draft 

budget would send a clear signal to 

the government.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: VOJVODINA 
A SHARED HUNGARIAN-
SERBIAN ‘SUCCESS STORY’

The Vojvodina region of northern 

Serbia is a “shared success story” 

for Serbia and Hungary, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Feketić 

(Bácsfeketehegy), northern Serbia, 

adding that the more Vojvodina 

prospered, the better it would be for 

Serbs and Hungarians, too. The annual 

trade turnover between the two 

countries has reached record highs 

each year since 2010, exceeding 2.5 

billion euros in 2019, Szijjártó said at 

the inauguration of a frozen vegetable 

processing plant set up as part of the 

Hungarian government’s economic 

development scheme geared towards 

Vojvodina.

The scheme launched in 2016 has 

so far supported 13,000 entrepreneurs, 

businesses, farmers and producers 

in Vojvodina with a total of 47.5 

billion forints (EUR 137.9m), which 

has generated 93 billion forints’ 

worth of investments, Szijjártó said. 

He said it was Hungary’s goal to 

make sure that most Vojvodina-

based entrepreneurs and farmers 

were able to take advantage of the 

development scheme in the future, 

too. “We started small with small 

beneficiaries,” the minister said. But 

the scheme can only be effective in 

the long run if there is a guarantee 

that there will be consistent demand 

for the goods produced by the 

small businesses and entrepreneurs 
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involved, he said, adding that this 

was why the government had also 

started supporting medium-sized 

and large companies. The government 

has supported more than a hundred 

large companies through its economic 

development scheme, creating 700 

jobs in the process, Szijjártó said. The 

2.7 billion forint investment made by 

Aretol, Serbia’s top producer of frozen 

vegetables and fruits will create 80 new 

jobs, the minister said. The investment 

was supported by a 1.5 billion forint 

grant from the Hungarian government, 

he said.

István Pásztor, head of the Alliance 

of Vojvodina Hungarians (VMSZ) party, 

said Aretol was the last large company 

to participate in the Hungarian 

government’s economic development 

scheme. He thanked the Hungarian 

government for the moral and financial 

support it had provided for Vojvodina 

Hungarians in recent years.

Meanwhile, at a separate event 

in Palić (Palics), near the Serbian-

Hungarian border, Szijjártó said the 

upgrade of the railway line linking 

Szeged and Serbia’s Subotica 

(Szabadka) would be completed by 

2022. Defeating the novel coronavirus 

pandemic will be followed by a phase 

of economy protection that will be 

considered a “success story”, Szijjártó 

said, adding that this would also apply 

to infrastructure developments and 

investments. The upgrade of the 

rail line will bring the two cities and 

regions closer together, intensifying 

cooperation between them, the 

minister said, adding that it would also 

reduce travel time between Szeged 

and Subotica to 40 minutes.

Rail traffic between Szeged and 

Subotica stopped completely in 

November 2015 after traffic across 

the Hungarian border had already 

been suspended for two months due 

to the construction of the fence on 

the Hungary-Serbia border aimed at 

stemming the flow of illegal migrants.

JOBBIK, SOCIALISTS URGE 
CHAIN BRIDGE REVAMP 
PROJECT

The opposition Jobbik urged an 

agreement between the government 

and the metropolitan council to allow 

the revamp of Budapest’s iconic Chain 

Bridge to start without delay and the 

Socialists said they would ask Budapest 

residents whether they would opt for 

the bridge’s revamp instead of this 

year’s Aug 20 fireworks. 

Jobbik MEP György Szilágyi told a 

press conference that an agreement 

free of political bias was needed and 

people were not interested in the 

dispute between the government 

and the city council. All affected 

parties must work together in order 

to ensure that the bridge is preserved 

for the future, he added. Szilágyi said 

the billions of forints allocated for the 

Aug 20 fireworks could be used by the 

cabinet on the revamp project instead. 

He added that right after the first wave 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic and 

ahead of a possible second wave, “it 

might not be a responsible decision” 

to hold a mass event.

Meanwhile, Zsolt Molnár, the head of 

the Socialist Party’s Budapest chapter, 

told an online press conference on 

Facebook that the party would set up 

plexi-glass voting booths throughout 

Budapest in the next few weeks where 

the city’s residents can express their 

opinion on the proposal to spend 

the 8 billion forints allocated for the 

fireworks on the bridge’s revamp 

instead. The proposal can also be 

supported on the party’s website, he 

added.

BUSINESS CHAMBER 
RECOMMENDS 
CRACKDOWN ON SMALL 
BUSINESS TAX ABUSERS

The Hungarian Chamber of 

Industry and Commerce (MKIK) is 

recommending a number of measures 

to put a squeeze on unscrupulous 

companies that are abusing the 

Itemised Tax for Small Businesses 

(KATA), daily Magyar Nemzet said.

The number of KATA taxpayers who 

were previously on another company’s 

payroll has risen sharply since the tax 

was introduced in 2013, suggesting 

that some companies are moving 

employees off payroll and paying 

them as “independent contractors” to 

avoid taxes on labour. KATA taxpayers 

who earn up to 12 million forints (EUR 

34,600) a year may pay a flat monthly 

50,000 forints instead of corporate or 

payroll tax.

MKIK chairman László Parragh told 

the paper the chamber is proposing 

slapping a tax of up to 40% on 
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companies that pay individual KATA 

“contractors” more than 3 million 

forints a year. He noted that, at present, 

KATA contractors are required to 

submit data on parties with whom 

they do more than 1 million forints of 

business annually.

MKIK is recommending that KATA 

be made progressive and the monthly 

payment be raised to 65,000 forints on 

income over 6 million, Parragh said.

The chamber also wants tax 

authorities to use the information at 

their disposal for a targeted crackdown 

on businesses abusing the tax form, 

he added.

He said the recommended measures 

should come into force no earlier than 

January 1, 2021.

BUILDING GENE BANK 
IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY 
‘NATIONAL STRATEGIC 
INTEREST’

An embryology laboratory and 

experimental animal feed plant 

was inaugurated in Herceghalom, 

west of Budapest. Building up a 

repository in animal husbandry and 

producing safe food is in Hungary’s 

national strategic and security 

interests, the head of the National 

Centre for Agricultural Research and 

Innovation (NAIK) said at the event. 

The 100 million forint (EUR 289,000) 

facility is for practical research and 

background work in creating a gene 

bank, Csaba Gyuricza said. The 

coronavirus epidemic has shown 

how important it is for a country to 

reduce its dependence on external 

resources, he said, calling the new 

plant equally important for the sector 

and the country on the whole.

PALOZNAK JAZZ FESTIVAL 
TO FEATURE DE PHAZZ, 
CANDY DULFER

The Paloznak Jazz Picnic festival to 

be held near Lake Balaton on Aug 

20-22 will feature international stars 

such as Germany’s De Phazz and 

the Netherlands’ Candy Dulfer along 

with over 40 Hungarian performers, 

the festival’s director said. The line-

up of this year’s festival has been 

completed and the event will be held 

later than originally planned, with 

special emphasis placed on security, 

Orsolya Valde said. The festival grounds 

will be regularly sanitised, including 

indoor areas, picnic buses, restrooms 

and the backstage area, she added. 

After almost all the performers in the 

originally planned line-up cancelled 

their concerts, the organisers 

approached past participants and this 

year’s line-up will feature the largest 

number of players in the history of the 

festival, she said.

International acts will also include 

Mario Biondi from Italy and the 

Kraak & Smaak Live Band from the 

Netherlands. The Hungarian fusion 

jazz group Finucci Bros Quartet will 

feature special guest Randy Brecker, 

a six-time Grammy winner US jazz 

trumpeter.

BUDAPEST TO STAGE UEFA 
SUPER CUP FINAL

Budapest’s Puskás Arena will host the 

UEFA Super Cup final on Sept. 24. The 

event which pits the winners of the 

UEFA Champions League and the 

Europa League against each other 

will be the first one-game final of a 

men’s international cup staged in 

Hungary. The UEFA Super Cup decider 

is the latest of a number of major 

European soccer events Hungary has 

won staging rights for in recent years. 

These include the 2019 UEFA Women’s 

Champions League final, the European 

Championship, which has been 

postponed until next year, the 2021 

European Under-21 Championship 

and the 2022 Europa League final to 

be organised in 2023.


