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Kovács responded to an earlier article by George Will, who suggested that Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán was an 

“inspiration” for US conservatism shifting toward authoritarianism. Kovacs quoted Will as referring to the Hungarian PM as 

the “destroyer of Hungary’s democracy” who has “extended direct or indirect control over courts... and the media”. 

“In our democracy, the press is indeed lively and critical, the courts are independent (see the Supreme Court decision just 

last month in a prominent Roma segregation case, a ruling that contradicted the government’s position), and opposition 

candidates still win elections,” Kovács said. 

Kovács also quoted Will’s article as accusing Orbán of using the coronavirus pandemic as an excuse to build a dictatorship, 

and said that “the government called for a state of emergency entirely consistent with the provisions of our constitution, 

even giving parliament more say in the extraordinary measure, and the prime minister says it will come to an end June 20”.

“Hungarian democracy is alive and well, and we’re succeeding in our fight against the 
novel coronavirus,” State Secretary Zoltán Kovács said in an op-ed published by The 
Washington Post.

KOVÁCS: HUNGARIAN DEMOCRACY ‘ALIVE AND WELL’ 
- THE WASHINGTON POST
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Statistical Office publishes April 
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THREE DIE, 4,069 
REGISTERED CORONAVIRUS 
CASES IN HUNGARY

Three patients have died in the 

past 24 hours, bringing the total 

number of Covid-19 fatalities to 562, 

while registered novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 5 to 4,069, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Sunday.

Fully 2,482 hospitalised patients 

have made a recovery. The number of 

active infections stands at 1,025. Fully 

275 Covid-19 patients are undergoing 

treatment in hospital, 20 of whom are 

on ventilators. Altogether 7,287 are in 

official home quarantine. The number 

of tests carried out stands at 233,742. 

Budapest (1,930 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (595), Fejér County (376) 

and Komárom-Esztergom (298). Békés 

County (13) has the lowest number.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER 
LIFTS BAN TO VISIT 
HOSPITALS 

The chief medical officer has lifted a 

restriction under which visitors were 

banned from hospitals due to the 

coronavirus epidemic. According to 

a statement from the National Public 

Health Centre, issued on Saturday, the 

ban remains in force in wards were 

Covid-19 patients are treated. 

“Visitors must be healthy, wearing a 

face mask, and must keep a distance 

of two metres with hospital patients 

other than the person they are visiting,” 

the statement said. From now on, 

such services as hairdressing and 

pedicure are allowed in hospitals, while 

religious services can also be held, the 

statement said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: PROTECTIVE 
EQUIPMENT PURCHASING 
CONTINUOUS 

Easing coronavirus-related restrictions 

must be coupled with continued 

purchases of protective equipment, 

the foreign minister said on Facebook. 

Péter Szijjártó said that Hungary had 

received 2,800 lung ventilators and 

nearly 8 million face masks during the 

past week. He quoted WHO figures and 

said that a daily 100,000 new Covid-19 

infections are reported worldwide. “If 

the virus is spreading in other parts of 

the world its return to Europe cannot 

be excluded,” he said. “Our job is to 

prepare the health system for a worst-

case scenario, including a possible 

second wave,” Szijjártó added.

COVID-19 LESS PRESENT IN 
BUDAPEST WASTEWATER

The Covid-19 virus’ genetic material 

was less present in samples taken from 

three wastewater treatment plants in 

Budapest over the past three weeks, the 

National Public Health Institute said on 

Saturday. The concentration of Covid-19 

RNA has shown a downward trend 

which suggests that case numbers are 

not very likely to increase in the next 1-2 

weeks, the authority told MTI.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GOVT 
MAINTAINS SUPPORT 
FOR TRANSCARPATHIA 
HUNGARIANS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said on 

Friday that the Hungarian government 

“will always support Transcarpathia 

Hungarians”. He said on Facebook that 

his most recent talks with Ukrainian 

Foreign Minister Dmitro Kuleba in 

Budapest had been characterised by 

correctness and a friendly atmosphere. 

“I told him also on that occasion that 

Hungary would only withdraw its veto 

of ministerial level NATO-Ukraine talks 

if ethnic Hungarians in Transcarpathia 

get back their rights to education in 

the mother tongue,” he said.

“We of course continue to be ready 

for dialogue, look forward to the 

meetings of economic, education and 

minority mixed committees and hope 

that joint solutions will be found for the 

disputed issues,” he added.

DK: PM ‘ISOLATING’ 
HUNGARY FROM EU 

Rather than building friendships 

within the EU, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán is isolating the country from 

the community, which should be its 

“chief ally”, an MEP of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) said on 

Sunday. “Now that we have seen the 

government’s draft budget for 2021 

we think that the situation is absolutely 

hopeless,” Klára Dobrev told an online 

press conference.
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Hungary’s health care and education 

is in a state of disorder and the 

country’s economy has completely 

stalled which are problem areas that 

have not been addressed in next year’s 

budget at all, she said.

The most substantial help for the 

country to tackle these problems 

could be provided by the EU, which 

has earmarked 3,000 billion forint (EUR 

8.67bn) worth of financial support in 

addition to the 2,000 billion forints 

reallocated earlier, Dobrev said.

LMP CALLS FOR HIGHER 
WAGES IN PUBLIC WORKS 
SCHEMES

Opposition LMP will submit a budget 

amendment aimed at raising wages 

for people working in public works 

schemes, MP Krisztina Hohn said on 

Facebook on Saturday. Hohn insisted 

that public workers had been earning 

“extremely little” for years and their 

pay was almost “hardly enough to 

starve to death”. According to LMP’s 

proposal, wages for public work 

should be an equivalent of at least 

70% of minimum wages.


