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Next year’s budget will therefore also allocate funds to the epidemiological and economy protection funds, he said. He 

suggested that in the next 18 months “there could be an even closer connection between the state of the economy and 

the performance of the government than before”. “If we do it well... the results could be fantastic.”

All economic players, including local governments, will have to pull their weight in the protection efforts, Orbán said. “We 

cry and laugh together,” he said, adding that “local governments are a part of life in Hungary”. He said that “if the government 

overlooks somebody staying away from contributing to the efforts, everybody will try and follow suit”. Orbán added that 

the municipalities will benefit from “significantly” larger budgets next year. “There is no reason for using the tone we have 

heard,” he said, referring to criticism of the burden placed on local governments.

Orbán said the government is expecting a second wave of the epidemic in the autumn.

Economy protection will determine 2021, due to a potential second wave of the novel 
coronavirus epidemic and the fight to eliminate its economic effects, Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán said.

ORBÁn: 2021 YeAR FOR eCOnOMY PROTeCTIOn

Orbán: 2021 year for economy 
protection

nézőpont: Fidesz maintains lead

Police warn hospitals, businesses  
of phishing risk

Kásler: Health-care services to restart 
fully on Monday
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Prime ministers Igor Matovič of Slovakia and Viktor Orbán of Hungary meet 
in Budapest
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ORBÁn SeeS neeD  
FOR ePIDeMIC ALeRT,  
nO STATe OF eMeRGenCY

The current coronavirus situation no 

longer warrants a state of emergency, 

but an epidemic alert must be 

maintained, Orbán said, adding that 

the operative board coordinating 

prevention will stay in place, hospitals 

will continue operating under the 

new command system and the chief 

medical officer will have increased 

powers. He also said that some 

regulations aimed at protecting 

seniors will be maintained. Orbán 

noted the central European countries’ 

successful handling of the pandemic, 

and said that “fast government action, 

committed doctors and nurses may 

often be worth more than money”.

Concerning the government’s 

economic measures, Orbán said 

protective measures had helped 

save “well over one million” jobs. A 

moratorium on debt payments has 

“left over 2,000 billion forints with the 

people”, typically helping poor debtors, 

he said. The prime minister noted 

that negotiations with banks, which 

are “not enthusiastic about interest 

moratoriums”, had yielded a solution 

which the banks also found acceptable. 

Suspending debt payments will not 

result in increased interest payments. 

“If the government is strong, they can 

strike sensible deals even with the great 

financiers of the world,” he said.

Orbán slammed the European 

Union’s economic reconstruction 

concept as “totally contrary to 

Hungary’s philosophy” and argued 

that “money should be first earned and 

spent later”. “Loans should be taken out 

at one’s own risk, rather than involving 

others who should then pay the price 

of a bad decision,” he said.

Orbán said, however, that some 

states outside central Europe are 

“in great trouble” and “something 

must be done”. The prime minister 

expressed reservations against the 

EU’s idea of taking out a joint loan, 

but added that “now, exceptionally, 

we have to resort to that mechanism”. 

The money taken out “must not be 

used unfairly” benefitting certain 

countries only. “They cannot pull a fast 

one on countries in central Europe; we 

cannot be taken for losers,” the prime 

minister insisted.

ORBÁn: HunGARY, 
SLOVAKIA SeeKInG 
SuCCeSS TOGeTHeR

The peoples of Hungary and Slovakia 

“seek mutual respect, they want 

cooperation and they want to achieve 

success together,” Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said after talks with Igor 

Matovič, his Slovak counterpart, in 

Budapest. At a joint press conference 

after the talks, Orbán thanked Matovič 

for his gestures towards Slovakia 

Hungarians, as well as for Slovakia’s 

cooperation during the coronavirus 

epidemic. Hungary is proud of its 

Slovak minority, Orbán said, noting 

that the government has quadrupled 

its state support since 2010.

Referring to upcoming “events of 

historic significance”, Orbán mentioned 

the inauguration of a new bridge 

spanning the river Danube between 

Komárom and Komarno, three bridges 

across the Ipoly river and three new 

road crossings to be completed by 

2022, as well as integrating the electric 

grids of Hungary and Slovakia and 

significantly increasing the capacity of 

the two countries’ gas interconnector. 

He added that Hungary and Slovakia 

would contribute to stability in central 

Europe through those projects.

Orbán called bilateral ties “fantastic”, 

adding that Slovakia was Hungary’s 

third largest trading partner. He also 

said that the Hungarian government 

had opened a 600 million euro loan 

fund with Eximbank to promote Slovak 

investments in Hungary.

Orbán asked his counterpart to 

“further support Hungarian-Slovak 

ties and maintain his good intentions 

towards the Hungarian community 

in Slovakia”.

Answering a question, Orbán said 

he had not raised the issue of the 

Trianon peace treaty at the talks, 

adding that he appreciated Matovič’s 

“gesture and touching remarks” on the 

subject. “Having the same position on 

Trianon would be impossible;... each 

side will hopefully come to terms with 

that subject so that it does not hinder 

future cooperation”. “Hungarians must 

live together with history’s injustice, 

because Trianon, from Hungary, will 

never look as a fair treaty,” Orbán said. 

Hungarians, however, “have a clear 

view of history” and are aware that 
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they should build ties with neighbours 

in a way that events that happened a 

hundred years ago are not an obstacle. 

Orbán said he had “accepted his Slovak 

colleague’s hand” and his readiness 

to “leave the past behind and build 

a future”. Building a future requires 

partners and Slovakia could be a 

“natural, obvious, and friendly partner”, 

Orbán said.

Furthermore, Orbán said that 

“Hungarians are not determined 

by genetics but by their language 

and culture”, and asked Matovič “to 

be a good prime minister for ethnic 

Hungarians”, one who “understands 

that language and culture must 

never be suppressed because they 

are more important for Hungarians 

than life”. “We are the most western 

of eastern peoples”, Orbán said, and 

argued that Hungarians are the only 

surviving people of the masses that 

had left the East for the West. “We are 

the last remnants of the old steppe, 

and have subscribed for survival; we 

must be accepted the way we are,” 

Orbán said in conclusion.

MATOVIČ: SLOVAKIA 
WORKInG TO enSuRe 
eQuAL RIGHTS TO eTHnIC 
HunGARIAnS

Slovakia’s aim is to ensure that ethnic 

Hungarians “feel citizens with equal 

rights”, Slovak Prime Minister Igor 

Matovič said after talks with Viktor 

Orbán, his Hungarian counterpart, 

in Budapest. Slovakia will promote 

development of its regions irrespective 

of the ethnic composition of their 

population, Matovič said. He said 

it was “natural” that the Hungarian 

government was monitoring the 

situation of ethnic kin in Slovakia.

Concerning the 1920 Trianon peace 

treaty, Matovič said that “we did not 

write history, but the future is in our 

hands”. History cannot be changed, he 

said, but added that he had met Orbán 

with the aim of “looking to the future”.

The ethnic Hungarians in Slovakia 

enrich Slovakia with their culture and 

they can also strengthen Visegrad 

Group cooperation, he said.

Matovič expressed thanks for 

Hungary’s help in transporting Slovaks 

home during the novel coronavirus 

epidemic and thanked Orbán for the 

resolute steps to open borders.

ORBÁn: HunGARY 
ATTRIBuTeS SPeCIAL 
SIGnIFICAnCe TO 
ReLATIOnS WITH RuSSIA

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán expressed 

his best wishes to Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister 

Mikhail Mishustin on the occasion of 

Russia Day, a national holiday, on Friday, 

the prime minister’s press chief said.

Orbán said in a letter to Putin 

that “the fight against the novel 

coronavirus poses difficult challenges 

to all of us but our countries have 

been successful in protection over 

the recent months,” Bertalan Havasi 

said. “My government attributes 

special significance to relations with 

the Russian Federation,” he added.

Orbán said he was pleased about 

the regular dialogue and diverse 

cooperation between Hungary and 

Russia and expressed hope to meet 

the Russian president in the near 

future and continue developing 

bilateral relations together. Orbán 

assured Putin that Hungary would 

continue making every effort to further 

develop good relations and successful 

economic, trade, cultural, scientific and 

educational cooperation.

Orbán sent a similar letter to 

Mishustin, Havasi said.

TWO COROnAVIRuS 
PATIenTS DIe, 4,053 
ReGISTeReD InFeCTIOnS 
In HunGARY

Two elderly patients, both suffering 

from chronic illnesses, have died in 

the past 24 hours, bringing the total 

number of Covid-19 fatalities to 555, 

while registered novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 14 to 4,053, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said. Fully 2,447 hospitalised patients 

have made a recovery. The number of 

active infections stands at 1,051. Forty 

percent of the active cases, 60% of the 

fatalities and 48% of full recoveries are 

in Budapest, the site said. Fully 290 

Covid-19 patients are undergoing 

treatment in hospital, 20 of whom 

are on ventilators. Altogether 8,834 

are in official home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands 

at 226,669. The government says 

the aim is to steadily resume normal 

life based on a strict schedule, and 
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it calls on citizens to follow general 

precautions. Budapest (1,922 people) 

has the highest number of infections, 

followed by Pest County (592), 

Fejér County (375) and Komárom-

Esztergom (295). Békés County (13) 

has the lowest number.

KÁSLeR: HeALTH-CARe 
SeRVICeS TO ReSTART 
FuLLY On MOnDAY

All restrictions on health-care services 

will be lifted in Hungary from Monday, 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler said. Of the beds previously 

freed for potential coronavirus 

patients, 80% will be re-enrolled in 

normal hospital use, he said, while 

20% will remain maintained for 

potential Covid-19 patients. Outpatient 

services will also be available without 

restrictions from Monday on, he 

said. However, patients of outpatient 

clinics will still be required to make 

an appointment over the phone, 

and certain procedures will only be 

performed if the patient has a negative 

coronavirus test, he said. In answer to 

a question, Kásler said the health-care 

system will need about two months 

to catch up on operations that fell out 

during the state of emergency.

POLICe WARn HOSPITALS, 
BuSIneSSeS OF PHISHInG 
RISK

The police have launched an 

investigation into fake emails sent 

to hospitals, state-run institutions 

and companies using the name of 

the National Public Health Centre, 

promising free protective gear and 

asking for data in return. Speaking 

at the daily online press conference 

of the operative board coordinating 

efforts against coronavirus, Kristóf Gál, 

a spokesman for the national police, 

warned that attachments to the email 

should not be opened.

Róbert Kiss, a member of the board, 

said that 8,834 people are in official 

home quarantine. So far, 437 criminal 

procedures have been launched on 

suspicion of violating coronavirus-

related regulations, 132 cases of fraud 

and 25 cases of spreading rumours, Kiss 

said. Cecília Müller, the chief medical 

officer, welcomed that the number 

of people recovered from Covid-19 is 

continuously increasing, standing at 

2,447, well over the number of 1,051 

active cases.

DK CALLS On GOVT 
TO ‘PAY BACK’ 
MunICIPALITIeS’ 
PROTeCTIOn COSTS

The Democratic Coalition (DK) has 

called on the government to refund 

the costs of protection against 

the novel coronavirus epidemic to 

municipalities. Judit Rácz Földi, the 

head of DK’s association of local 

government officials, told a press 

conference that the government 

“refuses to face the fact that 

municipalities have borne the brunt 

of the protection efforts”. Rácz Földi 

said local governments distributed 

protective gear in hospitals and face 

masks to the population, organised 

testing in many institutions and 

oversaw tasks such as shopping for 

elderly citizens. She called on the 

government to withdraw “austerity 

measures” such as quadrupling the 

solidarity tax and to set up a relief 

fund for local governments facing 

difficulties due to growing spending in 

health-care and social services during 

the epidemic.

nÉZŐPOnT: FIDeSZ 
MAInTAInS LeAD

Fidesz has maintained its lead 

over opposition parties, with 52% 

of decided voters supporting the 

ruling party, a poll by the Nézőpont 

Institute shows. The poll showed the 

Momentum Movement standing at 

14% and the Democratic Coalition 

at 12% among decided voters. The 

Jobbik party has the support of 9%, 

less than half of its support at the 2018 

national elections, Nézőpont said. If the 

elections were held this Sunday, the 

Socialists would garner 4% and green 

LMP 2% of the vote, both below the 

parliamentary threshold, Nézőpont 

said.

AuTOMOTIVe InDuSTRY 
OuTPuT PLunGeS 80%  
In APRIL On SHuTDOWnS

Output of Hungary’s automotive 

industry, an engine of industrial growth 

under normal circumstances, fell by 

80% year-on-year in April because 
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of shutdowns to contain the spread 

of the novel coronavirus, a detailed 

reading of data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) shows. 

Vehicle manufacturing fell by 94% 

and parts manufacturing by 69%. The 

automotive sector accounted for about 

10% of Hungary’s industrial output. On 

average its share is significantly higher, 

in March it had still accounted for 26%. 

Output of the computer, electronics 

and optical equipment sector, which 

accounts for about 13% of industrial 

output, declined by 21% in April.

GOVT LAunCHeS  
HuF 2 Bn DeVeLOPMenT 
PROGRAMMe FOR HARD-
HIT HOTeLS In PeST 
COunTY

Finance Minister Mihály Varga has 

announced the launch of a 2 billion 

forint (EUR 5.8m) scheme to fund 

developments and expansions at 

commercial accommodations in Pest 

County. Commercial accommodations 

may apply for 60-300 million forints 

in the framework of the programme, 

launched as part of government efforts 

to ease the economic impact of the 

coronavirus crisis. The programme is 

state-funded as Pest County’s high 

level of GDP per capita - over the 

European Union average - makes the 

area ineligible for most EU funding.

GOVT PAYS OuT 26.5 
BILLIOn FORInTS 
FOR THOSe WORKInG 
ReDuCeD HOuRS TO DATe, 
STATe SeC SAYS

The government has paid out 26.5 

billion forints (EUR 78m) in wage 

support for those working reduced 

hours because of the pandemic, 

state secretary at the innovation and 

technology ministry Sándor Bodó 

said in Hajdúszoboszló, in eastern 

Hungary. Nationwide around 13,000 

companies have applied for wage 

support for some 160,000 employees 

who are working reduced hours, he 

said, noting that on Thursday alone 

applications for more than 2,600 

employees arrived.

In the other scheme giving wage 

support to those employed in the field 

of research and development, a further 

11.7 billion forints has been paid out to 

16,000 people at companies, he said. 

They have received more than 7,000 

applications for 11,000 people for a 

total of more than 12.6 billion forints in 

the job creation programme launched 

a few days ago.

The state secretary noted that the 

highest number of the applications 

came from the Eastern part of the 

country, with 600 for 6,700 employees 

coming from Hajdú-Bihar alone.


