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Orbán said the current proposal was discriminatory. At a joint press conference, he said Hungary’s attitude to the recovery 

fund was essentially positive, but the draft still needed much work to be done on it to remove “absurd elements”. Rich 

countries, by and large, are set to receive more money than poorer ones, he said, adding that this was “morally problematic”.

Orbán also called for more flexibility in how funds are used by each country according to their particular needs. The rebate 

system, he added, should be abandoned, noting that Britain, which was a prime beneficiary of the rebate, had left the 

union. The amount saved could be distributed fairly among member states, he added. “We don’t want to take anything 

away” from southern countries, he said, adding that “countries richer than us”, however, should not receive greater support. 

Orbán said there was a gulf in thinking between European approaches to relaunching the economy and the Hungarian 

principle that “money must be earned first before it is spent”. The risk of reversing that order burdens everyone, he added.

Hungary wants a fair EU recovery package, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in Lednice, 
in the Czech Republic, attending a meeting of the Visegrad Group.
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ORBÁN: DISCREPANCIES 
NEED IRONING OUT

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán noted 

discrepancies in EU funding that 

would result in Hungary, a similarly 

sized country as Portugal, receiving 

30% less funding. If this kind of 

anomaly were ironed out, Hungary 

would support the proposal, he said. 

Orbán said the date of the next EU 

summit should be selected carefully 

and prepared for thoroughly because 

any open disagreements would send 

a negative message to the financial 

markets and affect public sentiment. 

Meanwhile, he said the Visegrad 

leaders headed four successful 

countries when it came to fighting the 

coronavirus epidemic, in protecting 

Europe, and “saving many tens of 

thousands of lives”. Now talks are 

focused on saving many hundreds of 

thousands of jobs, he said. Hungary 

fully supports the V4 declaration which 

includes “everything that’s important 

to us” while demonstrating V4 unity, 

he said.

Responding to a question about 

Hungary’s National Consultation 

public survey, Orbán said the 

government was seeking support for 

its preparations for a possible second 

wave of the coronavirus epidemic as 

well as what kind of measures should 

be given priority.  The other major 

topic is relaunching the economy, 

he said, adding that Hungary was 

creating a labour-based society rather 

than one reliant on benefits. “Jobs 

must be protected, and the means 

of doing so need to be discussed.” 

Orbán said the economic turmoil of 

2020 must be resolved in 2021. The 

success of the Hungarian economy, 

he said, depended on efficacy of the 

government’s economic and job-

protection policies. He insisted that 

“encouragement and confirmation” 

of the government were the likely 

outcome of the consultation.

Commenting on the V4 summit, 

he said: “It was good to meet friends 

again.” Talks with the Slovak PM will 

continue on Friday, he noted, adding 

that he had expressed sympathy 

to his Slovak counterpart over the 

school slaying in Vrútky (Ruttka). V4 

leaders discussed the EU Recovery 

Fund, the next multi-annual EU 

budget, border openings, tourism 

and migration.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EASTERN 
PARTNERSHIP IMPORTANT 
IN POST-PANDEMIC 
WORLD

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

said the Eastern Partnership was 

important to the European Union in 

the post-pandemic world. Szijjártó 

said that in the post-pandemic 

world, nothing would stay the 

same as before, and this applied 

equally to politics and economics.  

In a video posted on Facebook after 

a videoconference of EU foreign 

ministers and their counterparts 

representing the six partnership 

countries on Thursday, the minister 

said the EU would have to withstand 

increased competition, and its 

success in this regard would be in 

Hungary’s interest.  But in order 

to achieve this the EU needs third 

countries as partners as allies, and 

so far the EU has only paid lip service 

to the importance of the Eastern 

Partnership, Szijjártó said. 

Today, however, four concrete 

proposals were made, he said. 

Funding pledged to Moldova 

should be finally paid. Further, 

a comprehensive partnership 

agreement with Azerbaijan should be 

signed. Azerbaijan, whose volume of 

natural gas production is constantly 

rising, will play an important role 

in energy supplies, he said.  Also, 

sanctions against Belarus should 

be lifted. And Georgia’s endeavours 

to join NATO should no longer be 

blocked. 

Szijjártó also noted continued 

bilateral talks with Ukraine on 

restoring rights to Transcarpathian 

Hungarians and preserving Berehove 

(Beregszasz) as the centre of the 

Berehove administrative district 

where Hungarians form a majority.

Meanwhile, he noted that Hungary 

has provided support to six Eastern 

Partnership countries for 160 

development projects worth 25 

million dollars over the past two 

years, and it has offered them 460 

annual scholarships. The Visegrad 

Group, too, regards the Eastern 

Partnership as important, reflected 

by its provision aid worth 12 million 

euros, Szijjártó said.
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KÖVÉR: HUNGARY 
COMMITTED TO 
SUPPORTING VOJVODINA 
HUNGARIANS 

The Hungarian government will 

continue to support Hungarians in 

Vojvodina, in northern Serbia, just as 

it has done over the past ten years, 

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

said in Subotica (Szabadka).  The 

Hungarian government has financed 

the renovation of schools, provided 

economic support as well as political 

and diplomatic assistance to help 

ethnic Hungarians prosper in their 

homeland, Kövér said in a speech 

delivered in the city centre.

Kövér said that Hungarians have 

been fighting to “preserve their 

national identity, self-determination, 

their native tongue and culture” for 

the past 100 years, and stressed that 

those efforts about “serving our shared 

interests rather than being against 

others”. 

“Looking around Europe and the 

world, it is more and more obvious 

that current trends are jeopardising the 

survival of Hungarians as well as other 

European cultures,” he said. “No matter 

how critical we are of institutions of 

the European Union, the best ground 

for us to promote national interests 

is still provided by the EU,” he added. 

Hungary “wishes to see Belgrade in 

this medium of cooperation”, and he 

pledged the Hungarian government’s 

continued assistance in accelerating 

Serbia’s European integration. Kövér 

said that Serbia’s upcoming election 

would be of crucial importance for 

Vojvodina Hungarians and encouraged 

them to vote for the ethnic Hungarian 

VMSZ party. 

 Participating in a roundtable 

discussion, Kövér said Serbia was 

among the countries whose ties with 

Hungary in the 20th century had been 

“the most complicated”. In recent years, 

however, the two countries have 

developed excellent relations, he said. 

“Serbia has realised that it can always 

rely on Hungary”. 

On another subject, Kövér said 

European Union membership offered 

“both opportunities and dangers”. “The 

crisis in the EU may be menacing, but 

it offers Hungary an opportunity to 

present its position while the western 

European elite may still be listening,” 

he said.

TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 
LIFTED FOR HUNGARIANS 
RETURNING FROM 
SEVERAL EU STATES

Restrictions are being lifted for 

Hungarians returning home from 

a growing number of European 

Union countries, a member of the 

operative board coordinating the 

response to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic told a regular press 

conference on Thursday. Hungarians 

are not required to be in home 

quarantine if they return from 

Austria, the Czech Republic, 

Germany, Serbia, and Slovakia, 

Róbert Kiss said. Restrictions will 

be lifted on the Hungarian-Croatian 

border on Friday, he added.

Chief Medical Officer Cecília Müller 

told the same press conference that lab 

tests are being conducted at the same 

scale as previously, with the number 

of positive samples decreasing. She 

noted that, according to fresh data 

published by the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH), April saw no increase in 

the number of deaths. In April, 45,015 

people died in Hungary, down by an 

annual 6.5 %, she said.

Two elderly patients have died in 

the past 24 hours, bringing the total 

number of Covid-19 fatalities to 553, 

while registered novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 12 to 4,039, koronavirus.gov.

hu said. Fully 2,391 hospitalised 

patients have made a recovery. The 

number of active infections stands 

at 1,095. Forty-one percent of the 

active cases, 59% of the fatalities 

and 48% of full recoveries are in 

Budapest, the site said. Fully 321 

Covid-19 patients are undergoing 

treatment in hospital, 19 of whom 

are on ventilators. Altogether 9,167 

are in official home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands 

at 222,247. The government says 

the aim is to steadily resume normal 

life based on a strict schedule, and 

it calls on citizens to follow general 

precautions. Budapest (1,917 people) 

has the highest number of infections, 

followed by Pest County (590), 

Fejér County (374) and Komárom-

Esztergom (290). Békés County (11) 

has the lowest number.
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GOVT UNVEILS OUTLINES 
OF NATL DIGITALISATION 
STRATEGY

The outlines of the government’s 

new National Digitalisation Strategy, 

which will help position the ICT 

industry for the best use of resources 

during the 2021-2027 European Union 

funding period, were presented at the 

annual Infoparliament Conference on 

Thursday. The National Digitalisation 

Strategy, which will replace the 

expiring National Infocommunications 

Strategy, is based on four pillars: digital 

infrastructure, digital skills, digital 

economy and digital state, deputy 

state secretary for digitalisation Károly 

Balázs Solymár told the conference, 

held online this year because of the 

pandemic. The most important goal of 

the strategy is to put Hungary among 

the top ten EU member states at the 

vanguard of digitalisation by 2030, 

he said. This will require scaling up 

internet connections to bring gigabit 

networks to 95% of households by 

2030, and it will mean reducing the 

proportion of Hungarians between 

the ages of 16 and 71 who don’t use 

the internet to 2%, he added.

Attila Soltész, who heads the IT for 

Society Association, which organised 

the conference, noted that the 

coronavirus pandemic had forced 

hundreds of thousands of Hungarians 

to acquire basic digital skills in a short 

period, while “breaking taboos” long 

held about school instruction, doing 

business and working remotely.

Executives of the Hungarian units of 

T-Systems, Microsoft, Vodafone, IBM 

and Dell Technologies agreed at the 

plenary session of the conference that 

digital solidarity had been achieved in 

Hungary, and that could contribute to 

establishing the conditions for equal 

opportunity in future. They said 

Hungary’s network infrastructure had 

passed muster in the extraordinary 

situation created during the lockdown.

SZIJJÁRTÓ HOLDS 
CONSULTATIONS WITH 
ICRC PRESIDENT

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

consultations with President of the 

International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC), Peter Maurer. The minister 

said after the videoconference that 

they were in agreement caution was 

still needed because coronavirus 

infection levels were still rising in 

many countries. Szijjártó said they 

had established that the approach 

of the Red Cross and the Hungarian 

government to handling the epidemic 

were similar in many respects. “We 

were in agreement that coronavirus 

impacts not only health but the 

economy, too, and both need 

managing,” he said. “The social effects 

resulting from the loss of jobs can be 

especially severe in areas that had 

already posed the greatest security 

risks to Europe,” he added. Szijjártó 

said extremist ideologies could spread 

easily after the epidemic and this could 

increase the threat of terrorism, leading 

to further waves of migration. He said 

the situation confirmed Hungary’s 

position that “help must be taken 

to where the trouble is instead of 

bringing problems to Europe”. “The 

919 Hungarian peacekeeping soldiers 

stationed on three continents will 

continue their work in destabilised 

areas and we will also continue to 

support African partners, also as part of 

the Visegrad Group, to handle crises,” 

he said.

KARÁCSONY FROWNS 
ON AUSTERITY PLANS 
IMPACTING BUDAPEST

Under an “unexpected austerity 

amendment” to this year’s central 

budget, Budapest would be stripped 

of nearly 12 billion forints (EUR 34.8m) 

before the end of this year, Budapest’s 

mayor, Gergely Karácsony, said on 

Facebook.  The sum is nearly as much 

as Budapest’s allocations to renew 

the Chain Bridge, Karácsony said, 

insisting that the city further faced 

the “Budapest tax ... an even more 

exorbitant ransom”, to be introduced 

next year.

FIN MIN: HUNGARIANS 
INVEST OVER HUF 4,400 
BN IN PLUS GOVT BONDS 

Hungarian residents have bought 

Hungarian Government Securities Plus 

bonds for retail investors worth 4,407 

billion forints (EUR 1.28bn), the finance 

minister said, evaluating the first year of 

the programme. Mihály Varga said the 

Plus Bond was the most popular retail 
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government security, absorbing half of 

all retail savings. The minister said that 

the product was “crisis-proof”. Whereas 

the coronavirus epidemic has slowed 

down sales, the balance is positive and 

sales are returning to their previous 

level, he said. 

HUNGARY POPULATION 
DECLINE SLOWS IN FIRST 
FOUR MONTHS

Hungary’s population decline slowed 

in the first four months of the year as 

the number of births increased by 5.5% 

and the number of deaths decreased 

by 6.4% compared with the same 

period last year, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Preliminary figures 

show that there were 29,280 births 

in January-April, up 1,522 from the 

same period a year earlier. According 

to leap day-adjusted data, the number 

of births for the period was up 7.1% 

compared with 2019. The number of 

deaths was 45,015, down 3,055 from 

last year, KSH said. The significant drop 

was partly the result of the lower than 

usual number of deaths caused by the 

flu epidemic. The rise in births and the 

drop in the death rate means that the 

rate of natural population decline 

was down 23% compared with the 

same period last year. The number 

of marriages rose 1.5-fold to 16,190 

compared with the same period last 

year.

LMP PROPOSES BUDGET 
AMENDMENT TO ENSURE 
‘FAIR FUNDING’ FOR 
ELDERLY CARE

The opposition LMP party will 

submit amendment proposals to 

the 2021 draft budget to ensure that 

elderly care receives the “necessary 

attention”, lawmaker Péter Ungár said 

in parliament, on the second day of 

the budget debate. The green party 

proposes that employees of the 

social and health-care sectors be paid 

according to the same pay scale, and 

social workers also receive the 500,000 

forint (EUR 1,500) bonus promised to 

health-care workers at the beginning 

of the state of emergency, Ungár said. 

He also called for equal state funding 

for state- and church-run elderly care 

homes. The allowance for parents 

caring for disabled children at home 

should be raised to equal the minimum 

wage, he said. 

RECORD NUMBER 
REGISTER TO USE MOL 
BUBI BIKE SHARING 

More than 4,000 people registered 

to use Mol Bubi in April, after the 

monthly usage fee for the capital’s 

bicycle sharing system was reduced 

to a token 100 forints (EUR 0.3), the 

Budapest Public Transport Centre 

(BKK) said. More than 100,000 people 

are now registered to ride Mol Bubi 

bikes. Around 7,000-8,000 people 

use the service regularly. Since the 

network was launched in the autumn 

of 2014, Mol Bubi riders have taken 

more than 3,000,000 trips, travelling 

some 6,000,000km. The system now 

operates with 2,071 bicycles and 157 

docking stations in a 40sq/km area 

of the centre of the capital. Mol Bubi 

is a partnership between BKK and 

Hungarian oil and gas company MOL.


