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Belarus participates in the EU’s Eastern Partnership programme, Orbán noted. “That partnership cannot be built through 

sanctions”, he told a press conference held jointly with Lukashenko. Economic cooperation between the EU and the Eurasian 

Economic Union is in the interest of the European community, Orbán added. Concerning Hungary-Belarus ties, Orbán 

said that “the two peoples and the two countries are much closer than one might think”. He said both countries rejected 

discrimination against nuclear energy, noting that Hungary was keeping an eye on a nuclear plant Belarus is building 

with technology similar to what is being used in the upgrade of Hungary’s Paks nuclear plant. Concerning the situation in 

Ukraine, Orbán said the so-called Minsk peace process was the only hope for resolving the conflict.

Lukashenko referred to Hungary as Belarus’s closest partner in the EU, a country which “understands us more than any 

other”. Relations between Belarus and the EU have become more pragmatic in recent years, Lukashenko said, underlining 

Hungary’s role in the development of those ties.

The time has come for the European Union to abolish its sanctions against Belarus, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán said in Minsk after talks with President Aleksandr Lukashenko.

ORBÁn CALLS On eu TO LIFT BeLARuS SAnCTIOnS
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Chain Bridge illuminated to mark centenary of Trianon Peace Treaty
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HunGARY, BeLARuS 
AIM TO DOuBLe TRADe 
TuRnOVeR TO euR 500 M

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and 

Belarusian President Aleksandr 

Lukashenko said their countries aimed 

to double their current annual trade 

turnover to 500 million euros. 

At a joint press conference, Orbán 

said that Hungary’s Eximbank has 

opened a 40 million euro credit line 

to promote cooperation between 

Hungarian and Belarusian businesses. 

The prime minister noted that 

pharmaceutical products account for 

half of Hungary’s exports to Belarus. 

He added that Hungarian low-cost 

airline Wizz Air will soon launch a direct 

flight between the two countries. The 

prime minister also noted that Hungary 

grants scholarships to 50 Belarusian 

students a year.

Lukashenko highlighted the 

cooperation between Belarus, 

Hungary and Switzerland in the 

production of electric trains made 

by Swiss rolling stock maker Stadler. 

Belarus also sees potential in the joint 

production of buses, particularly 

electric ones, he added. Concerning 

the use of nuclear energy, he said 

both countries had responded firmly 

to attempts to halt their peaceful 

nuclear projects. The president 

highlighted the construction 

and pharmaceutical sectors and 

nuclear energy as the main areas 

of cooperation between the two 

countries. 

Orbán said that by visiting Minsk 

he had wanted to make it clear that 

Belarus could count on Hungary when 

it came to important political and 

economic matters and to demonstrate 

the political support for Hungarian-

Belarusian business cooperation. Asked 

why “many in the western world” 

wanted to “force their way of handling 

the novel coronavirus epidemic onto 

others”, Orbán said: “Westerners often 

see themselves as representing higher 

level ideas than we do, but many 

countries don’t make it clear that ‘this 

is our country, our life.’” 

“We’re in the era of the emancipation 

of the West and the East,” Orbán said. 

More and more states in central Europe 

have declared that they will put their 

own interests first, the prime minister 

added. Concerning the response to 

the epidemic, Orbán said that the 

EU, “which devotes extremely careful 

attention to keeping state intervention 

in economic development to a 

minimum”, was now urging its 

member states to spend as much as 

they can on growing their economies. 

“We don’t have to be modest, because 

if western European countries are 

going to pump as much money into 

their economies … as they have, 

then if we don’t want to fall behind 

and if our businesses want to remain 

competitive, then we, too will need 

to boost the capital of our own 

companies,” the prime minister said. 

Orbán said he expected Hungary to 

quickly overcome the difficulties of 

2020 and could then “look forward to 

some fantastic years”.

ORBÁn: nO unReSOLVeD 
ISSueS BeTWeen 
HunGARY, BeLARuS

Hungary and Belarus have no unresolved 

issues, nor are there any conflicting political 

interests between the two countries, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said during talks 

with President Aleksandr Lukashenko in 

Minsk. At the start of the talks during which 

reporters were present, Orbán called it an 

honour to be the first Hungarian prime 

minister to pay an official visit to Minsk. “We 

have owed this visit for a long time,” Orbán 

said, adding that he hoped Lukashenko, 

who last visited Budapest in 1994, would 

soon return the gesture. “In principle, all 

is well,” Orbán said, adding however that 

bilateral potentials were not being fully 

realised. “Our political ties are not close 

enough ... and the volume of economic 

cooperation is also poor,” he said. Belarus is 

a highly developed country with respected 

engineering and food industries, as well 

as cultural and sports achievements, 

Orbán said. “I have come with a sincere 

commitment to cooperate,” the prime 

minister said, adding that he hoped 

that the talks would mark a milestone in 

relations.

Lukashenko agreed that political and 

economic ties were not as strong as they 

could be, especially when it came to 

the low turnover of bilateral trade. Both 

countries, he said, should do everything 

to promote bilateral relations as well as 

ties between the European Union and 

the Eurasian Economic Union. Belarus, 

he added, would meet all its related 

obligations.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HunGARY, 
BeLARuS TO SIGn FOuR 
COOPeRATIOn PACTS 

Hungary and Belarus will sign four 

cooperation agreements including 

one on nuclear cooperation during 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s visit to 

Minsk on Friday, the foreign minister 

told Hungarian public media. The 

first to be signed is for cooperation 

between the two countries’ 

diplomatic academies, Péter Szijjártó 

said in Minsk. The second will be 

signed by the two countries’ export 

promotion agencies for boosting 

bilateral trade in addition to the 40 

million euro credit line Hungary’s 

Eximbank has already opened, he 

said. The third is a nuclear cooperation 

agreement, Szijjártó said, noting 

that nuclear energy is a priority in 

domestic energy supply for both 

countries.

Belarus is building a two-block 

nuclear plant with the same 

technology Hungary will use to 

expand its plant at Paks, he said. The 

construction of the Belarusian plant 

started much earlier. The plant is set 

to be up and running is September, 

Szijjártó said. The minister said the 

agreement would create an excellent 

opportunity for Hungarian engineers 

and nuclear experts to study the 

operation of such a plant and gain 

experience. The agreement also covers 

setting up joint ventures by Hungarian 

and Belarusian nuclear energy firms, 

he said.

Under the fourth agreement, 

Hungary’s Bábolna agricultural 

company will modernise the Belarusian 

poultry processing industry in a three-

year project worth 1.4 billion forints 

(EUR 4m), Szijjártó said.

COROnAVIRuS - THRee 
PATIenTS DIe, 3,970 
ReGISTeReD InFeCTIOnS 
In HunGARY

Three patients have died in the 

past 24 hours, all with underlying 

illnesses, bringing the total number 

of Covid-19 fatalities to 542, while 

registered novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 16 to 3,970, koronavirus.gov.hu 

said on Friday morning. Fully 2,245 

hospitalised patients have made 

a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 1,183. Forty-

one percent of the active cases, 

59% of the fatalities and 48% of full 

recoveries are in Budapest, the site 

said. Fully 397 Covid-19 patients are 

undergoing treatment in hospital, 

21 of whom are on ventilators. 

Altogether 9,693 are in official home 

quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 202,606.

The government says the aim is to 

steadily resume normal life based on a 

strict schedule, and it calls on citizens 

to follow general precautions.

Budapest (1,886 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (575), Fejér County (371) 

and Komárom-Esztergom (273). Békés 

County (11) has the lowest number.

KOVÁCS: euOBSeRVeR 
ARTICLe ‘OPPORTunISTIC, 
BIASeD’

Zoltán Kovács, state secretary for 

international communications, has 

slammed an op-ed recently published 

online by EUObserver, entitled “Anti-

Roma hatred on streets of Budapest”, 

as “opportunistic, woefully biased and 

all too familiar”. Referring to a recent 

far-right protest in Budapest, authors 

Jacqueline Bhabha and Margareta 

Matache described Hungary as a 

place where “hate-filled violence of 

neo-fascist activists builds on the 

complicity of Hungarian political 

leaders” like Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, “who draws on an arsenal of 

racist hate speech”. 

Kovács said in a letter published 

by EUObserver on Friday: “Now 

that it appears we have overcome 

the worst stage of the coronavirus 

pandemic in Hungary and the chorus 

of liberal critics have had to pause 

their campaign against PM Orbán’s 

supposed dictatorial power grab 

and move on to something else 

to denounce ... The reprehensible 

protest by a group of far-right radicals 

offers a perfect occasion.”  The article, 

Kovács said, was clearly aimed at 

convincing readers that the Hungarian 

government was responsible “for the 

radical right and their anti-Roma 

rhetoric”.

Kovács dismissed the authors’ claim 

that “no national or EU leader has 

publicly condemned the aggressive 
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and open dissemination of violent 

hate speech in Hungary’s capital.” 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, condemned the 

demonstration, he noted, quoting 

him as saying: “There is no such thing 

as gypsy crime, because crime doesn’t 

have an ethnicity.”

Kovács criticised the authors 

for “ignoring significant details” 

concerning the government’s Roma 

policy, including a compensation 

package to assist families of victims 

in a series of slayings in 2008 and 

2009, as well as a ban on paramilitary 

organisations terrorising the Roma. He 

added that the government included 

a detailed ban on hate speech in 

the new Hungarian constitution 

and raised penalties for such crimes. 

Furthermore, the government made 

kindergarten compulsory to help 

reduce the number of school drop-

outs and has provided free meals and 

textbooks for needy children, Kovács 

said, adding that “classes on Roma 

history and culture have been made 

part of the national curriculum”.  In his 

letter, Kovács also noted that “vice-

president of the European Parliament, 

Lívia Járóka, is the first Roma woman 

ever elected to that body, and she 

was elected on the [ruling Hungarian] 

Fidesz-KDNP ticket”.

FÜRJÉS: KARÁCSOnY 
CAnCeLS TALKS WITH GOVT

The mayor of Budapest, Gergely 

Karácsony, has summarily cancelled 

a meeting of the Budapest Public 

Development Council scheduled for 

Tuesday, the state secretary of the 

Prime Minister’s Office for Budapest 

said on Twitter. Balázs Fürjés told 

MTI positions on each side had been 

aligned on many issues and the final 

agenda agreed on. But Karácsony 

then cancelled the meeting without 

offering a new date, he said. This 

means dialogue between the capital’s 

leadership and the central government 

has been postponed indefinitely, he 

added.

Fürjés said the government was 

intent on finding a solution to the 

renovation of the city’s landmark 

Chain Bridge in consultation with the 

city leadership. The government has 

pledged 6 billion forints (EUR 17.4m) 

to support the renovation project, 

but it wants questions answered 

concerning the bridge’s condition, 

he noted. The state secretary said the 

government was open to discussing 

other proposals regarding the capital, 

as well as professional and political 

issues around municipal funding. 

The Budapest Public Development 

Council should ideally hold a meeting 

before the summer holidays and “find 

a solution to the worrying situation of 

Chain Bridge”, he said.

Karácsony said in a statement that 

his office had postponed the next 

meeting of the Budapest Public 

Development Council and that he 

had personally informed Gergely 

Gulyás, the Prime Minister’s chief of 

staff, of the decision. The reason given 

for the postponement was that the 

draft budget for 2021 would deprive 

local councils and the metropolitan 

administration of vital resources, 

thereby creating uncertainty regarding 

the capital’s development and 

operations. Budapest, the statement 

said, would become a net contributor 

to the state; namely, central subsidies 

for the capital would come to less than 

the payments of Budapest taxpayers 

into the central budget. A meeting 

scheduled for June 10 with the 

interior minister, at the invitation of 

local government associations, could 

be a suitable forum for resolving “this 

unsustainable situation”, the statement 

added. Once the government’s 

intentions have been clarified and 

the budget negotiated, a meeting 

of the Public Development Council 

for Budapest may take place, the 

statement said.

HunGARY-SLOVAKIA LIFT 
ALL ReSTRICTIOnS On 
BORDeR TRAFFIC

Border crossings between Hungary 

and Slovakia opened at 8am on Friday 

free of all restrictions, Hungarian 

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

and Slovak PM Igor Matovič noted at 

a press conference at Vámosszabadi, 

in north-western Hungary. This was 

possible thanks to decisions made 

by the two countries to take “firm, 

responsible and timely” measures in 

response to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, Semjén said, noting that 

Hungary and Slovakia had signed 

similar agreements with Austria and 

the Czech Republic on reopening 
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crossing points. Matovič said he was 

glad to restore unimpeded travel, 

“which may, to a certain extent, lead 

us back to normal life”.

AuTHORITIeS DISCOVeR 
TunneL BeLOW BORDeR 
FenCe

Hungarian law enforcement 

discovered a tunnel below the border 

fence at Mórahalom, in southern 

Hungary, a local police spokesperson 

said. Police and soldiers noticed 

“intensive movement” during the 

night along the border in Csongrád-

Csanád County, the spokesperson 

of the county’s police headquarters 

told MTI. The 24m long tunnel led 

to Serbian territory below Hungary’s 

border fence. No border violators are 

thought to have entered Hungary 

through the tunnel, which is to be filled 

in after a joint investigation with the 

Serbian authorities. Two similar tunnels 

on the Hungarian-Serbian border were 

discovered earlier.

LMP VOWS TO SeT uP 
‘GReen MInISTRY’

The opposition LMP party is working 

to build an environmental policy for 

a healthy and liveable environment 

now and for future generations, 

Erzsébet Schmuck, the party’s co-

leader, told an online press conference 

marking World Environment 

Protection Day.  Schmuck insisted 

that LMP would be in a position to set 

up an environment ministry “in 2022 

the latest” and institute a sustainable 

climate policy. The incumbent 

government “does not take the issue 

seriously”, she said, adding that “from 

time to time they try to show they 

are turning green, but those attempts 

always turn out to be communications 

tricks”.  The government tends to 

put its short-term business interests 

before the environment, Schmuck 

insisted, noting that the cabinet 

abolished the previous environment 

ministry and watered down green 

regulations.  “That is why a multitude 

of toxic materials can be detected in 

our bodies and more people die in 

Hungary because of environmental 

pollution than fall victim to 

coronavirus,” she said, adding that 

the government “fails to grasp” that 

measures to adapt to climate change 

can no longer be postponed.

ORBÁn ReCOMMenDS 
BARnABÁS VIRÁG FOR 
CBAnK DeP-GOV POST

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

proposed that President János Áder 

should appoint Barnabás Virág as the 

deputy governor of the National Bank 

of Hungary (NBH), the PM’s press chief 

told MTI on Friday. Virág, the NBH’s 

managing director for monetary 

policy and economic analysis, took 

over the duties of deputy governor 

temporarily after Márton Nagy, the 

NBH’s deputy governor for monetary 

policy, financial stability and lending 

incentives, resigned from his post on 

May 28.

According to the Central Bank 

Act, the person nominated for the 

position of deputy governor must 

have a hearing before parliament’s 

Standing Committee on Economic 

Affairs. Orbán accordingly informed 

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

of his proposal, asking him to make 

relevant arrangements. Virág’s hearing 

is scheduled for June 9, according to 

the committee’s invitation posted on 

Parliament’s website.

TRIAnOn 100 - 
LInGuISTIC, CuLTuRAL 
MInORITY RIGHTS MuST 
Be PROTeCTeD, SAY 
HunGARIAn ORGS In W 
euROPe

The linguistic and cultural rights of 

minority communities deserve legal 

protections, an NGO representing 

Hungarian national minority 

organisations in Western Europe has 

said in a memorandum sent to MEPs 

and other minority organisations in 

Europe. The federation’s president, 

Ernő Deák, sent the memorandum 

to 17 national minority organisations 

and to all MEPs in four languages 

-- German, French, English and 

Hungarian -- calling on governments 

to ensure the peaceful development 

of minorities in all areas of life based on 

a coordinated, balanced reconciliation 

of interests. The spirit of democratic 

pluralism and the linguistic and cultural 

diversity of Europe must be protected, 

he wrote, adding that it was natural 

to make a reassessment of minority 
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rights in light of the 100th anniversary 

of the post-WW1 Trianon Treaty, and 

place them on a new footing based 

on full equality. Linguistic and cultural 

communities formed during historical 

processes and as a result of “arbitrarily 

drawn” state borders, should be 

preserved, the memorandum said. 

Minorities, like national nations, should 

enjoy full political, legal, social and 

cultural equality, it added.

The unequivocal task and duty of the 

European Union is to implement these 

principles, the memorandum of the 

Federation of Hungarian Associations 

and Organisations said.

InDuSTRIAL OuTPuT 
PLunGeS 36.8% YY  
In APRIL

Hungarian industrial output plunged 

by an annual 36.8% in April, largely 

on the back of the fallout of the 

coronavirus epidemic, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said, quoting its 

first estimate. The fall was heaviest in 

vehicle production, while production 

of computers, electronics, optical 

products and food, beverages 

and tobacco declined to a lesser 

extent, the KSH said. The output of 

pharmaceuticals, however, increased. 

Working day-adjusted data showed 

April output falling by 36.6% year 

on year. Month on month, output 

dropped by 30.5% in April, based on 

seasonally and working day-adjusted 

data.  In the first four months of the 

year, output was 9.2% lower than in 

the same period last year.

Commenting on the data, the 

innovation and technology ministry 

said that the pandemic has resulted 

in serious losses both on the demand 

and supply side on the global market. 

Industrial output in Hungary reached 

its lowest point in April and a gradual 

increase was expected from May. The 

ministry said it expected a recovery to 

begin in the second half of 2020 with 

the sector’s output returning to pre-

epidemic levels as early as next year. 

ING Bank analyst Péter Virovácz 

said that even the most pessimistic 

analysts had been surprised by the 

April data. April saw a record fall in 

output, he said, adding that a double-

digit monthly drop for two consecutive 

months had been unprecedented. 

Takarékbank analyst Gergely Suppan 

said coronavirus-related restrictions 

had resulted in an unprecedented 

drop in industrial output in April. He 

saw a possibility for the sector to pick 

up sharply in May. He said demand 

might pick up gradually due to 

soaring unemployment, wage cuts 

and cautious consumer spending. 

Dávid Németh of K&H Bank noted 

that with April’s sharp drop, industrial 

performance was 73% of 2015 levels. 

April is seen in the current outlook as 

the lowest point, but a second wave of 

the pandemic, if one emerges, could 

change that, he said.

HunGARY GueST nIGHTS 
PLunGe 97% In APRIL

Guest nights spent in Hungary in April 

dropped by 97% year on year to 69,000 

on the back of coronavirus-related 

restrictions, the Central Statistical 

Office said. The number of guest nights 

spent by foreign visitors dropped by 

98.7% to 17,000, while domestic tourist 

nights fell by 95% to 52,000. Hungary 

closed its borders to foreign travellers, 

with some exceptions, on March 17.


