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The discussion of the Visegrad Four prime ministers focussed on the ways of reviving Europe’s economy after the novel 

coronavirus pandemic and the European Commission’s new reconstruction plan announced last week, the Hungarian prime 

minister’s press chief, Bertalan Havasi, told MTI. The four prime ministers stated their common goal of seeking to make the 

commission’s draft fairer and more flexible. They agreed to continue their work towards achieving that goal at the next 

Visegrad summit in the Czech Republic next week and to ask for further details on the form of a loan proposed by the EC.

At the talks with Michel, the prime ministers said they were ready for constructive cooperation with the EC regarding its 

reconstruction plan, which they would need to thoroughly study. The V4 premiers said they expected long and difficult 

negotiations on the matter, underlining, however, the importance of “quality work” instead of any haste.

Last week, Orbán said it was conceivable that any single country may not be able to make their repayments on the loan, 

increasing the burden on the rest.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán held a videoconference with his Czech, Polish and 
Slovak counterparts which was later joined by Charles Michel, the president of the 
European Council.
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FIVE CORONAVIRUS 
PATIENTS DIE, 3,921 
REGISTERED INFECTIONS 
IN HUNGARY

Five patients, all elderly with underlying 

illnesses, have died in the past 24 

hours, bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 532, while registered novel 

coronavirus infections in Hungary have 

increased by 29 to 3,921, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Tuesday morning. 

Fully 2,160 hospitalised patients have 

made a recovery. The number of active 

infections stands at 1,229. Forty-one 

percent of the active cases, 59% of the 

fatalities and 48% of full recoveries are 

in Budapest. Fully 427 Covid-19 patients 

are undergoing treatment in hospital, 24 

of whom are on ventilators. Altogether 

11,159 are in official home quarantine. 

The number of tests carried out stands 

at 189,969, the site said

The government says the aim is 

to steadily resume normal life based 

on a strict schedule, and it calls on 

citizens to follow general precautions. 

Budapest (1,866 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (563), Fejér County (371) 

and Komárom-Esztergom (264). Békés 

County (11) has the lowest number.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
EPIDEMIC ‘CLEARLY 
SUBSIDING’

The novel coronavirus epidemic 

is “clearly subsiding” in Hungary, 

with a downward curve for the 10th 

consecutive day, Chief Medical Officer 

Cecília Müller told a press conference 

of the operative board responsible 

for coordinating the response to the 

epidemic. An analysis of the data 

showed that the curve of the epidemic 

was gradually rising after the first few 

reported cases on March 4 and peaked 

on the 15th week with 712 infections, 

she said. Since the 16th week, it has 

been decreasing, she added. Müller 

said the first death was reported on 

the 11th week and the highest number 

of deaths, at 91, was reported on the 

16th week.

Speaking at the same press 

conference, head of the operative board 

Tibor Lakatos said it was important in 

the current phase of the epidemic that 

members of the public still demonstrate 

a willingness to obey the regulations. 

Experience from the weekend was 

positive and police had to take action 

in very few cases, he added. A total of 

1,979 people have registered so far 

for the electronic home quarantine 

control system which has 852 users. 

Over the past 24 hours, 53 violations of 

the quarantine regulations have been 

reported, he added.

SZIJJÁRTÓ PRAISES 
BILATERAL TIES AFTER 
TALKS WITH SLOVAK 
COUNTERPART

Cooperation between Hungary and 

Slovakia has never been this good, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

after talks with Ivan Korčok, his Slovak 

counterpart, in Budapest.

Ties with Slovakia are of strategic 

importance, Szijjártó said, adding 

he hoped that the next years would 

bring about an expansion of that 

cooperation and further success stories 

benefitting not only the two countries 

but their Hungarian and Slovak ethnic 

communities, too. He noted that the 

Hungarian government had the cause 

of ethnic Hungarians in Slovakia “at 

its heart” and welcomed that the 

Slovak government had a similar 

approach. He appreciated the new 

Slovak government’s publishing its 

manifesto in Hungarian, too, and that 

the country was drafting a new law on 

ethnic minorities and their education.

Szijjártó said that Slovakia is 

Hungary’s third largest trading partner, 

with annual trade exceeding 10.5 

billion euros, while that country is also 

the third most important investment 

destination for Hungarian companies.

Szijjártó said that a bridge spanning 

the River Danube between Komárom 

and Komarno will be completed 

before the end of this summer, and 

six new border crossings, including 

three bridges over the Ipoly river, will 

be opened before 2022. The electric 

grids of the two countries will be 

linked before the end of 2020, and the 

capacity of their gas interconnector 

significantly increased by 2024, Szijjártó 

added.

Korčok agreed that bilateral ties were 

very good as a result of cooperation 

in recent years, and said that the 

two countries’ basic treaty signed 25 

years ago had all the fundamentals 

for further developing current ties. He 
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noted the efforts of both Slovakia and 

Hungary providing support to ethnic 

kin in the other country, and made 

special mention of a Slovak cultural 

centre soon to open in Budapest.

Concerning the upcoming centenary 

of the Trianon Peace Treaty, the 

Slovak minister said that his country 

has a different position on the deal 

concluding the first world war, but 

added that “we have a responsibility to 

ensure that history does not separate 

us, even if it does not always provide 

a link”. “All should evaluate history as 

they deem relevant, but we should 

continue working to build ties,” Korčok 

said. The centenary “must not weigh 

on bilateral ties”, he said.

Answering a question, Szijjártó 

said he appreciated the Slovak 

prime minister’s gesture of giving a 

reception for Slovakia Hungarians to 

mark the centenary, and extended 

an invitation to Igor Matovic for a visit 

to Hungary. The Trianon anniversary 

means different things for Hungarians 

and Slovaks, Szijjártó said, adding 

that “future cooperation depends 

on mutually respecting each other’s 

sentiments”.

SLOVAK MEASURES 
CONCERNING ETHNIC 
HUNGARIANS ‘PROMISING’

The Slovak government’s measures 

concerning Slovakia’s ethnic Hungarian 

communities are “promising”, the 

head of parliament’s foreign affairs 

committee told MTI. Zsolt Németh 

had talks with Slovak Foreign and 

European Affairs Minister Ivan Korčok 

earlier in the day on issues around the 

upcoming centenary of the post-WWI 

Trianon Peace Treaty.

Németh said that Hungary and 

Slovakia were “becoming able to 

handle sensitive historical issues with 

empathy”. He raised the possibility 

of setting up a joint committee of 

historians, and said that the goal was 

to prevent “issues around national 

minorities from generating tension in 

bilateral ties”.

Parties at the talks also discussed 

economic reconstruction after the 

novel coronavirus epidemic, Németh 

said, and noted that Slovakia was 

going to receive a “hefty sum” from 

the European Union’s fund for that 

purpose.

Németh and Korčok agreed 

that tackling economic problems 

could pose new opportunities for 

cooperation between their countries, 

while Németh also urged “even closer” 

cooperation between countries of the 

Visegrad Group.

PÁRBESZÉD CALLS FOR 
MINUTE OF SILENCE 
TO MARK TRIANON 
CENTENARY ON THURSDAY

The opposition Párbeszéd party has 

proposed that a minute of silence 

should be observed nationwide on 

Thursday, June 4, the 100th anniversary 

of the post-WWI Trianon Peace Treaty.

Olivio Kocsis-Cake, the party’s 

deputy group leader, told an online 

conference that the proposal 

was unanimously supported by 

parliament’s national cohesion 

committee. Under the treaty “several 

million Hungarians became subjects 

of other states, Hungary lost beautiful 

territories, as well as a large part of its 

industry and agriculture,” the deputy 

said.

Kocsis-Cake referred to Trianon 

as a “terrible disaster” but said that 

“the solution is not in the past; we 

must find a way to work together 

for a better future both inside the 

country and together with ethnic 

communities.” He added that one 

of the best solutions would be a 

strong and unified European Union 

without internal borders. Kocsis-Cake 

urged peaceful cooperation with 

neighbouring countries “without 

sending any messages that would 

suggest that Hungary is preparing to 

change its borders”.

According to the proposal, the 

minute of silence would be observed 

at 4:30pm on Thursday.

VAST MAJORITY OF 
HUNGARIANS BELIEVE 
TRIANON TREATY WAS 
‘UNJUST, EXCESSIVE’

Fully 94% of Hungarians believe 

the WWI Trianon Peace Treaty was 

“unjust and excessive”, according to a 

representative survey conducted by 

the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

(MTA). The nationwide survey aimed 

to gauge the Hungarian population’s 

knowledge of the circumstances 

surrounding the treaty under which 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

4

JUNE 3, 2020
MORNING ISSUE AM

two-thirds of Hungary’s territory was 

ceded to neighbouring countries and 

large ethnic Hungarian communities 

found themselves living beyond 

Hungary’s border.

Three-quarters of the survey’s 

respondents said they were curious 

to learn more about the historical 

developments surrounding the treaty, 

MTA said in a statement. About one-fifth 

of them said they had relatives who live 

in areas that were lost to neighbouring 

countries under the treaty.

A total of 43% of respondents knew 

the treaty was signed in 1920 and only 

30% knew the correct date (June 4). 

Altogether 10% could not specify the 

size of the area lost by Hungary after 

the war, with 54% underestimating and 

5% overestimating the actual size. Fully 

31% gave a close estimate.

Overall, 70-78% named the 

geopolitical aspirations of the major 

global powers, neighbouring countries’ 

aspirations for expansion and Hungary 

being on the losing side in the first 

world war as the main reasons for the 

treaty being drafted the way it was.

Altogether 85% said the treaty was 

the “biggest ever tragedy” in Hungary’s 

history and roughly the same amount 

agreed with the statement that 

“Hungarians are those for whom 

Trianon is painful”.

Of the territories lost by Hungary, 

most respondents have visited the areas 

ceded to Slovakia but a slight majority 

of them have also been to Transylvania. 

Just over one-third of them have visited 

Serbia’s Vojvodina region and only 

one-fifth of respondents have been to 

western Ukraine’s Transcarpathia region. 

Fully 27% have never visited any of the 

territories lost under the treaty.

MTA carried out the survey in 

collaboration with research and analyst 

firm Soreco Research with a sample of 

1,048 people.

PALKOVICS, GERMAN 
OFFICIAL DISCUSS 
BILATERAL TOURISM TIES

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics discussed resuming 

tourism relations between Hungary 

and Germany with Germany’s deputy 

economy minister, the innovation and 

technology ministry said.

In their online talks, Palkovics and 

Thomas Bareiss touched on the 

importance of Germany to Hungary 

as a source market for tourists, noting 

that the number of German tourists 

visiting Hungary has increased by one-

fifth over the past decade. With the 

novel coronavirus epidemic winding 

down, German tourist visits to Hungary 

are expected to pick back up, they 

said, adding that this would again 

strengthen bilateral tourism relations.

The tourism industry contributed 

10% to Hungary’s GDP last year and 

the number of guest nights spent in 

Hungary by foreigners has increased 

by 60% since 2010, according to data 

from the ministry. Of the 31.3 million 

guest nights spent here by foreigners 

in 2019, over two million were spent 

by 624,000 Germans visiting Hungary.

In the summer months, flexibility 

and safety will be the most important 

aspects for people considering 

trips abroad, Palkovics said. The 

Hungarian government has injected 

600 billion forints (EUR 1.74bn) into 

the tourism sector with a view to 

offsetting the losses it has suffered 

due to the pandemic, the minister 

said. The tax on tourism businesses 

has been suspended until the end of 

the year and the Kisfaludy scheme for 

renovating all of Hungary’s commercial 

lodgings will allocate a further 150 

billion forints for developments in its 

final phase, he said.

Palkovics and Bareiss also discussed 

the future of the auto industry, with the 

Hungarian minister suggesting a “more 

sensible” schedule for the introduction 

of environmental regulations in the 

sector in the interest of saving jobs.

EGER MAYOR QUITS 
JOBBIK

Ádám Mirkóczki, the mayor of Eger, will 

quit nationalist Jobbik, the politician 

and the opposition party announced 

in a joint statement. The decision 

was based on consensus and was 

not motivated by either a difference 

of opinions or a conflict, they said. 

Mirkóczki’s decision is not linked to 

recent developments around the party 

in any aspect, the statement said. The 

politician fully supports the party’s 

current leadership and its policy, it 

said, adding that Jobbik will continue 

to support Mirkóczki as mayor.

Mirkóczki joined Jobbik in 2008 and 

was a lawmaker of the party until he 

was elected mayor last autumn.
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HUNGARY RECEIVES 
DONATION OF HEALTH 
ACCESSORIES FROM 
TURKEY

Hungary took delivery of a donation of 

protective visors and hand sanitizers 

from Turkey. Turkish businesses donated 

50,000 visors, 16,000 hand sanitizers and 

20,000 hand sanitizers with high alcohol 

content to Hungary, Saut Karakus, 

deputy head of the Turkish-Hungarian 

chapter of Turkey’s Foreign Economic 

Relations Board (DEIK), which organised 

the donation, said when handing over 

the accessories in Budapest.

Foreign ministry state secretary 

Levente Magyar said most of the help 

Hungary had received during the novel 

coronavirus pandemic had come from 

the East, adding that nearly all Turkic 

countries had provided assistance.

Ahmet Akif Oktay, Turkey’s 

ambassador to Hungary, said: “By 

implementing effective measures, 

Turkey and Hungary have managed to 

keep the death toll and the damage 

from the pandemic low.”

SALVINI: HUNGARY ‘ROLE 
MODEL’

Matteo Salvini, the leader of Italy’s 

opposition Northern League, speaking 

to MTI during a street demonstration 

in central Rome, called Hungary “a role 

model”. “Respect to the Hungarian 

people and government,” Salvini told 

MTI’s correspondent. “You are a role 

model. Thank you for standing by us.”

Leader of the Brothers of Italy party, 

Georgia Meloni, said, “If anything 

changes in Europe, it will be thanks 

to the forces we represent and we are 

allied with.” Demonstrations were held 

in more than seventy cities around 

Italy, demanding the resignation of 

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte in 

connection with Italy’s handling of 

the novel coronavirus epidemic.

DIGITAL FREEDOM CTTEE 
TURNS TO FACEBOOK 
REGIONAL HEAD OVER 
ISSUE OF TRANSPARENCY, 
NEUTRALITY

The justice ministry’s digital freedom 

committee aimed at improving 

the transparency of tech firms has 

penned a letter to the regional 

director of Facebook asking whether 

the company’s supervisory board 

complied with the requirements of 

political neutrality and transparency 

in its procedures, Justice Minister Judit 

Varga said. In a Facebook entry, the 

minister noted that the social media 

giant recently set up a supervisory 

board “which according to press 

reports deals with the review and 

removal of online content”. Varga said 

it was important to clarify whether the 

board complied with the requirements 

of transparency and political neutrality 

in its procedures as well as the body’s 

relationships with national courts with 

the power to settle legal disputes.

She also said the committee has 

finished putting together an online 

guide on how the most popular 

digital platforms in Hungary handle 

their users’ data. The dozens of 

complaints the committee has 

received concerning the “censorship” 

imposed by the various online 

platforms and the lack of transparency 

in how they operate demonstrates 

the effectiveness of the body’s work, 

Varga said.

HUNGARY’S IMAGE 
IN NEIGHBOURING 
COUNTRIES IMPROVING - 
THINK TANK

The image of Hungary in surrounding 

countries is improving, according to 

a survey by the Central European 

Nézőpont Institute.

Nézőpont said in its report that the 

“wounds” of the Trianon arrangements 

that deprived Hungary of two-thirds 

of its territory one hundred years 

ago were healing slowly thanks to 

cooperation and mutual respect in 

central Europe, and Hungary’s image 

in the Carpathian Basin had improved 

in the past year. Slovakians have 

the most positive view of Hungary 

(78%), followed by Croatians (68%) 

and Serbians (60%). More than half 

of respondents in neighbouring 

countries, with the exception of 

Romania (47%), had positive views 

of Hungary. In Croatia, favourable 

opinions increased by 12 percentage 

points in a year while in Slovakia they 

were up 11 percentage points. In 

Austria there was a 10 percentage-

point rise. Only in Romania and Serbia 

was there a decline.
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Hungarians also have more positive 

views of neighbouring countries, 

with 82% of Hungarian respondents 

expressing a good opinion of Austria, 

up 9 percentage points compared with 

2019, while 74% felt positive about 

Croatia. Positive sentiment in relation 

to Slovenia and Slovakia was 64% and 

62%, respectively. Less than half of 

respondents were upbeat about Serbia 

(40%) and Romania (36%). Nézőpont 

noted anti-Hungarian sentiment “often 

seen in Bucharest politics”, which 

impacted the opinion of Hungarians.

NOVÁK: GOVT TO EASE 
CONDITIONS FOR 
HUNGARIANS MOVING 
BACK FROM ABROAD

The conditions for receiving family 

support will be eased for Hungarians 

moving back from abroad, an official 

of the human resources ministry said. 

Returnees will be expected to present 

proof of entitlement to Hungarian 

social security dating back 90 days 

instead of 180 days, state secretary 

in charge of family and youth affairs 

Katalin Novak told public news 

channel M1.

In the past, Hungarians returning 

home from the UK had difficulty 

proving their British national 

insurance status, so a fairer procedure 

will be set up, she added. Conditions 

will also be eased for expectant 

mothers applying for government 

benefits and for families applying 

for a reduction in their mortgage 

payments.

HUNGARY’S TRADE 
PLUNGES ON PANDEMIC 
IMPACT

Hungarian exports and imports 

plunged in March, when the 

coronavirus started impacting the 

economy, according to a second 

reading of trade data released by 

the Central Statistical Office. Exports 

calculated in euros dropped by 7.5%, 

while imports fell by 4.2%.

HUNGARY PMI CONTINUES 
TO IMPROVE AFTER 
PANDEMIC PLUNGE

Hungary’s seasonally adjusted 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) 

rose to 40.3 points in May from 33.7 

in April, continuing to improve after 

plunging in March on the impact of 

the coronavirus pandemic, Halpim, 

the organisation that compiles the 

index, said. An index value above 50 

shows expansion in the manufacturing 

sector, while a value under 50 signals 

contraction.

HUNGARY PPI RISES BY 
3.7% YR/YR IN APRIL

Industrial producer prices rose by 

3.7% in April from the same month 

a year earlier, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Prices for domestic 

sales edged down 0.9% while export 

prices increased by 6.1%. KSH said price 

increases were driven the exchange 

rate changes of the forint and the 

changes in the price of raw materials 

and natural resources.

FORMULA 1 HUNGARIAN 
GRAND PRIX SLATED FOR 
JULY 19

The 2020 Formula 1 Hungarian Grand 

Prix will take place on July 19, an 

announcement posted on the official 

F1 website shows. “The season will 

kick off with the Austrian Grand Prix 

at the Red Bull Ring on July 5, followed 

a week later by a second race at the 

same track. The Hungarian Grand 

Prix will follow a week after that,” 

according to the announcement. 

Racing had been put on hold because 

of the coronavirus outbreak, but “the 

teams and the FIA have been working 

to put together a plan to allow the 

season to begin safely”, the race 

organisers said.


