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The public survey will be dubbed “National Consultation” and carried out by the government, the prime minister said in 

an interview to public broadcaster Kossuth Rádió. Orbán said that the questionnaire was ready for the most part, and the 

survey, to be sent to households by post, was expected to get under way as early as this afternoon.

One question on the survey concerns financier George Soros and his “plan” to issue perpetual bonds that, Orbán insisted, 

would lead to “debt slavery”.

He said the introduction of the emergency legal order had been “one of the best decisions of the past ten years”. The speed 

of decision-making was of the essence, he said, adding however that having won “the first battle” against the epidemic, 

the government’s enhanced powers were no longer needed. Heeding parliament, “the government can no longer issue 

a decree on a matter where a law needs to be made,” he said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has announced the launch of a new public survey to 
gauge the public’s opinion on a range of issues connected with the novel coronavirus 
epidemic and measures to restart the economy.

ORBÁN aNNOUNCES NEW NaTIONaL CONSULTaTION

Coronavirus updates
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South Korean ambassador Choe Kyoo-sik commemorates victims of 2019 
ship tragedy
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ORBÁN STRESSES NEED 
OF PREPaRaTIONS 
FOR SECOND WaVE OF 
EPIDEMIC

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public 

radio that the epidemic is not yet over 

and that experts predict a second 

wave in the autumn. “We must be 

prepared for it.” The government will 

maintain readiness and the operative 

board will continue to carry out its 

work. Also hospitals will continue to 

be overseen by a central command 

and the chief medical officer will be 

handed enhanced powers, he said.

Orbán insisted that Hungary’s fight 

against the virus had been more 

successful than in western Europe 

because key decisions such as school 

closures and border shutdowns had 

been made more promptly thanks to 

the government’s emergency powers.

He said it was possible, however, 

that infections may increase in 

closed spaces such as care homes 

and hospitals, so vigilance must be 

maintained. A new unit has been set 

up to deal with any spike in infections 

anywhere in the country, he said. The 

unit will be deployed to any hotspots 

to prevent the infection spreading.

Orbán dismissed the charge made 

by the opposition that he ran a 

dictatorship.

Commenting on the European 

Commission’s draft seven-year EU 

budget and the 750 billion euro 

recovery fund, the prime minister 

noted that the latter would be a jointly 

guaranteed loan and therefore a kind 

of “European bond”. Given its 30-year 

horizon, debt “will be hanging above 

the heads of our grandchildren”, he 

said, adding that it was conceivable 

that any single country may not 

be able to make their repayments, 

increasing the burden on the rest.

Orbán said he would not reject the 

plan out of hand, but the loan should 

be studied calmly before deciding on 

whether to “embark on such a journey”.

The prime minister said the 

proposed solution for the distribution 

of EU funds was “absurd”. “It hands 

greater resources to the rich than to 

the poor,” he insisted.

On the subject of the Hungarian 

economy, Orbán said if government 

measures for rebooting the economy 

worked, “not only will we emerge from 

2020 in good shape but we’ll have a 

fantastic 2021, too”.

Addressing the 10th anniversary 

of the inauguration of his second 

government, Orbán said the 1990 

regime change had failed to reinvent 

the country. “We took down the 

communists and forced out the Soviets, 

and Hungarians took the future of the 

country into their own hands,” he 

said. “But the fight between the old 

regime and those who represented 

the new world was not over with 

the inauguration of the first anti-

communist government led by József 

Antall. Instead, our opponents went 

on a massive offensive. The left wing 

reorganised itself and thus began a 

long fight: for 20 years it was either the 

future or the past that managed to win.”

Orbán said his landslide election 

win in 2010, however, had reassured 

him “that this fight must end and the 

future has to win”. The Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat alliance therefore drafted a 

new constitution, he said, praising the 

merits of then-president Pál Schmitt.

The prime minister also noted the 

financial crisis Hungary was facing 

in 2010, saying he did not want to 

manage the crisis the way the Socialists 

had, “by throwing all of the burdens 

onto families, taking away a month’s 

pension and wages, raising taxes, 

scrapping the family support system 

and pushing millions of families into 

debt bondage”. He said it was György 

Matolcsy, the current governor of the 

central bank and the economy minister 

at the time, who had suggested “an 

alternative path of economics” to the 

one pursued by the liberals.

Orbán said his governance had a 

“higher goal” of letting all Hungarians 

feel “that we belong together, we’re 

one nation, a great nation”.

“Overall, we’re heading in the 

direction we wanted to go,” he said. 

“I think all Hungarians feel more 

comfortable in their skin,” Orbán said, 

adding that Hungary today was likely 

to be Europe’s only labour-based 

society.

EIGHT PaTIENTS DIE, 3,841 
INFECTED IN HUNGaRy

Eight patients have died in the past 24 

hours, all of them elderly and suffering 

from underlying illnesses, bringing 

the total number of fatalities to 517, 
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while novel coronavirus infections 

in Hungary have increased by 25 to 

3,841, koronavirus.gov.hu said on Friday 

morning.

Fully 2,024 hospitalised patients have 

made a recovery.

The number of active infections has 

fallen to 1,300. Forty-two percent of 

the active cases, 59% of the fatalities 

and 48% of full recoveries are in 

Budapest, the site said.

Fully 384 Covid-19 patients are 

undergoing treatment in hospital, 24 

of whom are on ventilators.

Altogether 10,763 are in official 

home quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 180,152.

The government says the aim is to 

steadily resume normal life based on a 

strict schedule, and it calls on citizens 

to follow general precautions.

Budapest (1,829 people) has the 

highest number of infections, followed 

by Pest County (547), Fejér County (370) 

and Zala County (252). Békés County 

(11) has the lowest number.

JUSTICE MINISTER: 
HUNGaRy FIRST IN EU 
TO TERMINaTE STaTE OF 
EMERGENCy

Hungary has successfully concluded 

the first phase of its efforts against the 

novel coronavirus and will be the first 

European Union member to rescind 

its special legal order, Justice Minister 

Judit Varga said in an article published 

by portal EUObserver.

“We have managed so far to prevent 

the pandemic from reaching tragic 

proportions similar to some member 

states. This has been possible because 

the Hungarian government took all 

the necessary measures in due time 

and could rely on the sacrifice and 

discipline of the Hungarian citizens,” 

Varga wrote.

The minister said that “the 

extraordinary governance structure 

chosen by Hungary served its purpose 

and served it well”. “Without the state 

of emergency, none of the necessary 

measures could have been taken on 

time and some of the measures that 

saved lives couldn’t have been taken 

at all.”

By submitting its proposal to 

terminate the state of emergency, 

the government made it clear that its 

measures during the crisis were “not 

only necessary, proportionate and 

successful but also temporary”.

Varga insisted that Hungary has 

been subject to “an unprecedented, 

coordinated political campaign and 

hysteria for months”. She said that “the 

Hungarian government was attacked 

during the most difficult period in the 

fight against the pandemic, and the 

attacks questioned the measures it has 

taken and undermined the legitimacy 

of its decisions”.

“Suddenly, it was in Hungary where 

fundamental rights were in danger and 

not in countries where the application 

of the European Convention on Human 

Rights was suspended.”

“Curiously, it was the Hungarian 

state of danger, a special legal order 

regulated by our constitution, that was 

portrayed as an extra-constitutional 

situation and not the ad-hoc 

solutions adopted in some member 

states through special legislation or 

constitutional bricolage.”

Varga said Hungary’s special 

measures were not at all unique in 

Europe. Moreover, those measures 

handed the Hungarian parliament 

additional powers.

“Even though the [European] 

Commission was quick to voice its 

particular concerns about Hungary, 

it is yet to make its own comparative 

analysis public, which has been 

promised so many times, so that we 

can share our knowledge in a fair and 

open constitutional dialogue.”

“In an ideal world, Hungary would 

be entitled to an apology. But we 

all know that sorry seems to be the 

hardest word,” the minister concluded 

her article.

COMMEMORaTION OF 
2019 SHIP TRaGEDy HELD 
ON DaNUBE

A commemoration was held in 

Budapest near Margaret Bridge on 

the first anniversary of the tragedy that 

claimed 28 lives when a sightseeing 

boat and a cruise ship collided on the 

River Danube.

On May 29 last year, the Viking Sigyn 

cruise ship collided with the Hableány 

sightseeing boat with 33 South Korean 

tourists and a crew of two Hungarians 

on board. Seven tourists were rescued 

from the water after the collision and 

the rest died. One of the bodies could 

not be recovered.
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At the ceremony, a wreath was 

placed on the river by the crew of the 

Millennium ship of Panorama Deck, 

the company that operated Hableány.

They also lit 28 candles and 

sounded the ship’s bell 28 times to 

commemorate the victims.

Prior to the commemoration, a 

prayer service was held in honour of 

the victims. At the service, Panorama 

Deck spokesman Mihály Tóth said the 

memorial was also meant as a message 

to boaters to do a better job looking 

after each other. In response to a 

question, he noted that the company 

had offered to donate the bow of the 

Hableány to be used in a monument 

to the tragedy.

The Hungarian-Korean Friendship 

Association also paid tribute to 

the victims at 11am by placing an 

arrangement of flowers tied with a 

ribbon of the national colours and 

candles on the river. They were also 

tossing flower petals into the river from 

Margaret Bridge.

At a separate commemoration event, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said the 

victims and the day of the tragedy would 

always be remembered. He added that 

the Budapest Mayor’s Office, the office 

of the 5th district local government and 

the South Korean embassy will jointly 

erect a memorial paying tribute to the 

victims. The design of the memorial, 

which is being carried out by a Korean 

and a Hungarian artist, will first have 

to be approved by the families of the 

victims, the minister said. The memorial 

will be placed at the bridgehead on the 

Pest side of Margaret Bridge.

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

said the municipal council will do its 

part in taking the necessary steps, 

highlighting the need to review 

boat traffic regulations in light of the 

accident.

Choe Kyoo-sik, South Korea’s 

ambassador to Hungary, said the 

embassy would do everything it can 

to bring comfort to the families of 

the victims and to ensure that those 

responsible are held accountable and 

that the families are compensated.

The captain of the Viking Sigyn was 

charged with criminal misconduct 

leading to mass casualties and 35 

counts of failing to provide assistance 

after the collision. Due to the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, his trial was 

postponed until September.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGaRy, 
BULGaRIa WaNT 
UKRaINE DISTRICTS WITH 
NaTIONaL MINORITIES 
PRESERVED

Hungary and Bulgaria are striving to 

ensure that administrative districts in 

Ukraine in which both countries’ ethnic 

kin form a majority are maintained 

once administrative reforms are 

implemented in the country, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said on 

Facebook after talks by phone with 

his Bulgarian counterpart Ekaterina 

Zakharieva.

Ukraine’s reforms will affect both 

sizeable Bulgarian and Hungarian 

communities, Szijjártó said, adding that 

the issue of minorities would feature 

high on the agenda of impending talks 

with Ukrainian Foreign Minister Dmytro 

Kuleba.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGaRy, 
UKRaINE COMMITTED TO 
SETTLING DISPUTES

Both Hungary and Ukraine are 

committed to settling their disputes 

in a reassuring way, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Facebook after 

talks with his Ukrainian counterpart 

Dmytro Kuleba in Budapest.

There are still some significant issues 

in bilateral relations where the sides 

have differing opinions, such as the 

education and language rights of 

ethnic Hungarian minorities, Szijjártó 

told a subsequent press conference.

Once the ethnic Hungarians in 

Transcarpathia say that these matters 

have been resolved, Hungary will stop 

blocking the NATO-Ukraine council 

meetings, he added.

A schedule has been agreed upon 

and a draft proposal received from 

Ukraine for a joint declaration to 

specify a roadmap that will include 

chapters on education, language use 

and economy, he said.

All three inter-governmental mixed 

committees will meet in June to work 

out solutions that will be acceptable 

to both the ethnic Hungarians in 

Transcarpathia and the Ukrainian 

government, he added.

Szijjártó stressed the need of joint 

success stories because it has been 

proven in other areas that it is easier 

to settle difficult matters on the basis 
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of joint successes. Transcarpathia 

could become such a success story, 

with the Ukrainian president and the 

government planning significant 

infrastructure projects in the region. 

Hungary is happy to contribute to 

these by providing 50 million dollars 

in tied aid credit, he said.

Szijjártó also said that new border 

crossings could be opened and a 

Tisza bridge at Záhony revamped. 

Hungary is ready to continue an 

economic development scheme 

for Transcarpathia where more than 

33,000 projects have already received 

support, he added.

Szijjártó said Hungarian companies 

such as OTP and Richter considered 

Ukraine an increasingly important 

market. Bilateral trade exceeded 

4 billion dollars last year and a 66 

million dollar credit line was opened 

at Eximbank to develop cooperation.

He said the novel coronavirus 

epidemic had shown that the countries 

of central Europe depend on each 

other. Solidarity has been expressed 

between countries in the difficult 

situation, with Hungary helping the 

transport home of Ukrainians stuck 

in western Europe and providing 8.5 

tonnes of protective gear to health 

institutions in Transcarpathia.

Szijjártó appreciated Kuleba paying 

his first official trip abroad as foreign 

minister to Budapest, saying that this was 

an important sign for future relations.

Kuleba said it was time to “open a 

new chapter in bilateral relations, find 

mutually beneficial solutions to open 

issues and continue supporting each 

other”. He praised Hungary’s effective 

protective measures against the 

epidemic and expressed thanks for the 

help in transporting Ukrainians home.

In response to a question, Szijjártó said 

Ukraine had banned entry to foreign 

citizens at the start of the epidemic but 

in the upcoming weeks restrictions on 

the border could be eased. He proposed 

allowing commuters to cross at first and 

cited similar existing agreements with 

other countries.

BUDaPEST MayOR 
CONDEMNS ‘RaCIST’  
MI HaZÁNK MaRCH

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has condemned a march organised 

on Thursday by the radical nationalist 

non-parliamentary Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland) party, saying the capital 

would not tolerate “racist incitement”.

Mi Hazánk had organised a 

“reverential memorial service” in 

honour of two people who were 

stabbed to death in a brawl last week 

in downtown Budapest’s Deák Ferenc 

Square. The event started in front of 

the headquarters of the National Roma 

Self-Government, from where the 

crowd made its way to Deák Ferenc 

Square.

In a Facebook entry, Karácsony said 

there was “no place for this kind of filthy 

hatred here or anywhere”. Whereas the 

authorities have no business taking 

action against people who express their 

opinions peacefully, they are obliged to 

stop “Nazis from upsetting the order of 

the city”, he added.

MINISTRy OF aGRICULTURE 
‘COMMITTED TO 
PROTECTING FaRMERS’ 
COMPETITIVENESS’

Minister of Agriculture István Nagy has 

written to the European Commissioner 

for Health and Food Safety, warning 

that the competitiveness of European 

farmers should not be compromised 

by European animal welfare and plant 

protection regulations dubbed the 

Farm to Fork strategy.

In his reply to Stella Kyriakides 

regarding Hungary’s implementation 

of the regulations, the minister noted 

that farmers had demonstrated that 

agriculture guaranteed the provision of 

safe food to the EU population during 

the coronavirus epidemic, the Ministry 

of Agriculture said in a statement.

“This is of great value to us all and we 

must protect it” he wrote.

Nagy said he agreed that agriculture 

must take climate change into 

consideration, but this should be seen 

by the sector’s players as an opportunity 

rather than an onerous burden.

He said new rules should be properly 

considered and goals based on realistic 

conditions and relevant impact studies, 

the statement said.

European agriculture should 

be encouraged to become more 

sustainable while maintaining its 

competitiveness, the minister wrote.

Implementation of the European 

Green Deal provisions will largely 

depend on the extent of the Common 

Agricultural Policy budget.
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“We cannot expect EU farmers to 

carry out an increasing number of 

tasks while reducing their subsidies.” 

Ambitious green goals should be 

matched by an equally ambitious 

budget, he wrote.

European Commission goals, the 

minister wrote, could put European 

farming at risk while paving the way 

for cheap produce from outside the 

EU that are produced unsustainably, 

causing major environmental damage.

No international standards forcing 

famers in third countries to comply 

with environmental and climate 

protection requirements come 

anywhere close to the rigour of 

European ones, Nagy wrote in his letter.

KSH: HUNGaRy GDP  
UP By 2.2% yR/yR  
IN Q1 - 2ND REaDING

The Hungarian economy grew by an 

annual 2.2% in the first quarter, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said, 

based on its second reading of the 

data.

According to seasonally and 

calendar-adjusted data, GDP grew by 

2% compared with the same quarter 

of the previous year and eased by 0.4% 

compared with the previous quarter.

The coronavirus epidemic had 

a negative effect on most sectors. 

Services and, to a lesser extent, 

industry continued to be the drivers 

of growth, the KSH said.

FIDESZ JOINS PROTEST 
aGaINST LEFT-WING 
COUNCIL’S PLaNS  
IN CaSTLE DISTRICT

Fidesz representatives in the left-wing-

controlled Castle District in the heart 

of the capital are backing a petition by 

residents protesting against plans to 

set up stalls that would “cheapen” the 

public space behind Matthias Church, 

a World Heritage site. Stall owners have 

been invited to ply their trade in the 

area of historical importance which is 

popular with tourists.

Local Fidesz representative Mrs. 

Péter Sándor told a press conference 

held at the site that this would result in 

“smelly outdoor buffets full of rubbish”. 

Mrs. István Toth, the head of the local 

residents association said that Márta 

Naszályi, the mayor of the 1st District 

(Momentum-DK-Socialist-Párbeszéd-

LMP party alliance) had failed to 

consult local residents about the plan. 

“The district council would collect less 

than 33 million forints (EUR 94,300) in 

revenues over nine months, while it has 

a higher amount earmarked in this year’s 

budget for other purposes that include 

the modernisation of the mayor’s 

working environment,” she said. Tóth 

said Naszályi should not place her own 

interests above those of local residents.

So far more than one hundred 

people have signed the petition, she 

said, adding that they would reach out 

to all of the Buda Castle area’s residents 

in the coming days for their opinion.


