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Hungary’s stringent measures put it in a category of countries that have not seen mass infections, Gergely Gulyás told an 

online press briefing, adding that the virus was under control. The health system must remain alert and prepared, however. 

This means hospitals will continue to operate under their current management structure and the chief medical officer and 

the government will be given special authority to handle the epidemic, Gulyás said. This can include the power to uphold 

shopping time restrictions for the elderly and a ban on organising events, he said. As regards the end of the government’s 

emergency powers, Gulyás said the guarantees enshrined in the constitution will be back in effect by June 20 at the latest. 

However, mass gatherings that make it easier for the virus to spread will still not be allowed, he added. The status of the 

restrictions in Budapest is also changing, allowing the capital to restart life according to a strict schedule, Gulyás said. 

Restaurants will also be allowed to reopen, giving the sector a chance to start making up for its losses, he added.

The government can give up its special powers thanks to the effectiveness of the fight 
against the epidemic, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office has said.
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GULYÁS REJECTS 
OPPOSITION CHARGE 
THAT GOVT NOT IN FACT 
GIVING UP RULE BY 
DECREE

The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, Gergely Gulyás, rejected 

the charge that once the state of 

emergency is rescinded, effective 

June 20, and a state of health 

emergency introduced, the 

government would still have more 

powers than usual and would 

govern by decree. He urged people 

to “read the letter of the law” rather 

than believe opposition politicians. 

The government will be able to ban 

certain events but this will not affect 

the right of assembly, he said. He 

added that the law will also allow 

the government to make decisions 

that are already in the chief medical 

officer’s sphere of authority such 

as ordering school closures and 

designating special shopping times 

for elderly people.

The state of health emergency, 

he added, would not allow any 

restrictions of basic rights. All claims 

about excessive government power 

were baseless, he insisted. The disaster 

management law will be amended 

to reflect experiences gained during 

the state of emergency and to ensure 

the government has effective means 

of action, he said.

Concerning the 2021 budget bill, 

Gulyás said there was still much 

uncertainty regarding the economic 

fallout of the epidemic, adding, at 

the same time, that the economy 

protection fund incorporated into the 

budget would promote job creation. 

The March employment figures 

were the “best ever”, Gulyás said, 

emphasising the importance of giving 

a chance to those who have lost 

their jobs due to the epidemic. The 

government has introduced state-

funded training schemes, job creation 

programmes, expanded the fostered 

work scheme, cut payroll taxes, 

allocated an unprecedented amount 

of funding towards investments and 

reintroduced the 13th month pension, 

he said.

As regards local councils, Gulyás 

said the government viewed them as 

partners, and had therefore decided 

to increase state funding for them by 

16 percent next year. The so-called 

solidarity tax they will have to pay is 

a redistribution of funds from richer 

local councils to poorer ones, he 

explained. Gulyás also expressed 

hope that as the state of emergency 

ends, the government would get 

a clearer picture of the amount of 

resources left and have funding 

available to spend on separate 

development projects.

Asked about the Italian foreign 

minister’s proposal for EU countries 

to reopen their internal borders on 

June 15, Gulyás said all governments 

were responsible for their own 

citizens. Hungary is now reopening 

its borders with countries that have 

similar infection rates. Italy is not one 

of those countries, he said, adding 

that the time was not right to lift travel 

restrictions to that country.

Concerning the 750 billion euro 

recovery package announced by the 

European Commission on Wednesday, 

Gulyás said Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán was scheduled to hold a 

number of talks on the matter on 

Thursday and would comment on the 

package in his Friday radio interview. 

The EU borrowing as a single entity is 

a new phase of the bloc’s integration 

agenda, Gulyás said, adding that the 

EU should think hard and consider 

the potential consequences of such 

a move before deciding whether this 

was a direction it wanted to go in.

On topic of the upcoming centenary 

of the Trianon Treaty, Gulyás said 

commemorative events will be 

allowed to go forward between June 

3 and 7 according to a strict set of 

rules. President János Áder will address 

parliament’s commemoration of the 

anniversary on June 4, while the prime 

minister will speak at another event, 

he said. However, the inauguration 

of the Trianon memorial will be 

postponed, likely to the August 20 

national holiday, Gulyás added. No 

other nation would have survived the 

“maiming” Hungary suffered under 

the post-WW1 treaty, he said, adding 

that Hungary was now stronger than 

at any point over the past century. 

Ethnic Hungarian communities have 

survived oppression, the policy for 

Hungarians beyond the border has 

been placed on new foundations, and 

relations between Hungary and ethnic 

Hungarians are more active, he said.
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HUNGARY TO BAN SINGLE-
USE PLASTICS FROM JULY 
2021

Hungary will ban single-use plastics 

from July 1, 2021, half a year later 

than originally planned. He added 

that in the current difficult economic 

situation, the ban must be introduced 

in a way that does not endanger jobs. 

The new date was set after talks 

between Minister of Innovation and 

Technology László Palkovics, key 

players in the sector and the MPs of 

the constituencies concerned, Gulyás 

said, adding that the ban would affect 

plastic products above a thickness of 

15 microns. Hungary’s ban will be 

even stricter than what is prescribed 

by the European Union, he said, noting 

that the EU directive mandates a ban 

on plastics above 50 microns. The 

government will make 10 billion forints 

(EUR 29m) available to the sector to 

smooth the way for the change in 

technologies.

GOVT TO SET UP SCHOOL 
GUARD 

The cabinet has decided to set up 

a school guard which will affect 

some 500 schools, including 140-150 

vocational schools, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, Gergely Gulyás, 

told an online press conference. School 

guards will have a constant presence 

in the schools that have been most 

affected by serious disciplinary 

issues. The school guards, likely to be 

recruited from former police officers, 

will not carry guns but they will be 

authorised to apply coercive measures 

if needed, he added. The range of 

criminal activities punishable from 

the age of 12 will be expanded and 

all criminal acts committed against 

teachers will be included, he said.

HUNGARY, SLOVENIA LIFT 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS AT 
COMMON BORDER 

From Thursday, Hungarian and 

Slovenian nationals will be able 

to cross their common border 

without restrictions, the Hungarian 

and Slovenian foreign ministers 

announced. Péter Szijjártó met Anze 

Logar, his Slovenian counterpart, at 

the Rédics - Dolga Vas (Hosszúfalu) 

border crossing for talks on Thursday. 

Lifting restrictions includes removing 

Covid-19 quarantine requirements, he 

said.

FIDESZ-CHRISTDEM MEPS: 
EC RECONSTRUCTION 
PROPOSAL ’NOT 
PROMISING’

The European Commission’s budget 

proposal for the next seven-year 

cycle and its programme aimed 

at supporting the reconstruction 

of national economies after the 

coronavirus epidemic “give no reason 

for hope”, MEPs of Hungary’s allied 

ruling Fidesz and Christian Democratic 

parties said in a statement. Whereas it 

is welcome that the 750 billion euro 

reconstruction package announced 

earlier in the day will not divert 

multiannual financial framework 

funds, the EC plans to finance the 

reconstruction programme using 

long-term loans, which member 

states would repay in proportion to 

their contributions to the EU budget 

over a period of 30 years. Hungary 

contributes 1% to the budget, and 

would be required to repay 1% of 

the 750 billion euros, that is 7.5 billion 

euros. “In view of this, it is unacceptable 

that Hungary would only receive 8.1 

billion euros in grants from the EU,” 

Tamás Deutsch, the delegation’s head, 

said. 

MEP Enikő Győri said the pandemic 

was likely to have a less serious impact 

on the Hungarian economy, but it 

would be unjust to allocate less funding 

to central and eastern European states 

precisely when “they have successfully 

managed the epidemic” and “kept 

reducing their state debts through 

fiscal discipline for years”. The crisis 

has impacted all countries and it is 

important to distribute reconstruction 

funds in a fair way, on equal conditions 

between countries in and outside the 

euro zone, she said.

MEP Balázs Hidvéghi said that 

Hungary’s position on the common 

agricultural policy has remained 

unchanged: its budget must be kept 

at the current level in real value. The 

new, much higher environmental 

requirements put a great extra burden 

on farmers, he said, adding that the 

EU’s current target figures “seem 

impossible to meet”.
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CHIEF EPIDEMIOLOGIST: 
HUNGARY’S DEATH TOLL 
RELATIVELY LOW

Hungary has avoided a high 

coronavirus death toll in terms of 

the population, the country’s chief 

epidemiologist said on Thursday.

Both the death rate and the 

infection rate have been similar to 

what neighbouring countries have 

experienced, János Szlávik of the 

Budapest South Pest Hospital told 

an online press conference.

The number of active cases is 

continuously declining but there 

are still many Covid-19 patients in 

intensive care, Szlávik said, adding that 

one patient has been on a ventilator 

for four weeks.

Róbert Kiss, a spokesman for 

the operative board coordinating 

Hungary’s response to the epidemic, 

told the same press conference that 

the government decree on the next 

phase of response measures to be 

introduced in Budapest has been 

published in the official gazette 

Magyar Közlöny. Under this decree, 

restaurants are allowed to open 

their indoor areas from Friday but 

employees will still be expected to 

wear face masks and observe physical 

distancing rules, Kiss said. Budapest 

hotels and open-air playgrounds will 

also be allowed to reopen, he noted.

Meanwhile, another government 

decree will enable the staging of 

outdoor sporting and cultural events, 

he said. Open-air music and dance 

events, however, are still banned, 

Kiss said.

So far 1,653 people in home 

quarantine have agreed to have their 

compliance with quarantine rules 

monitored electronically, he said. 

Fully 573 people were ordered into 

home quarantine by the authorities 

over the past 24 hours, with 11,525 

people quarantined in total, Kiss said.

Four patients have died in the past 

24 hours, all of them elderly and 

suffering from underlying illnesses, 

bringing the total number of fatalities 

to 509, while novel coronavirus 

infections in Hungary have increased 

by 23 to 3,816, koronavirus.gov.hu said 

on Thursday morning. Fully 1,996 

hospitalised patients have made 

a recovery. The number of active 

infections has fallen to 1,311.

Fully 404 Covid-19 patients are 

undergoing treatment in hospital, 

24 of whom are on ventilators. 

Altogether 11,525 are in official home 

quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 174,011. Budapest 

(1,818 people) has the highest number 

of infections, followed by Pest County 

(541), Fejér County (369) and Zala 

County. Békés County (11) has the 

lowest number.

SHIP COLLISION - TRIAL 
POSTPONED FOR SEPT

The criminal trial of the case of a 

ship collision with a sightseeing 

boat on the Danube claiming 28 

lives has been postponed to begin 

on September 8, a municipal court 

said, one day ahead of the accident’s 

first anniversary.

On May 29 last year, the Viking Sigyn 

cruise ship collided with the Hableány 

sightseeing boat which had 33 South 

Korean tourists on board and a crew 

of two Hungarians. Seven tourists 

were rescued from the water after 

the collision and the rest died. One 

of the bodies has not been recovered 

to date.

According to the charges brought 

against the cruise ship’s Ukrainian 

captain he was steering the ship alone 

as it reached Margaret Bridge. The 

captain failed to attend to his duties 

for at least five minutes, according 

to the charges. During that time, 

his ship collided with the Hableány 

sightseeing boat and pushed it under 

water.

The cruise ship’s captain has 

been charged with fatal negligence 

and failing to provide assistance to 

persons in danger. Those acts are 

punishable with two to eleven years 

in prison under Hungarian law.

A preparatory meeting for a trial 

was held on March 11 which, however, 

could not be attended by any of the 

South Korean victims or the relatives 

of the South Korean survivors because 

of the coronavirus epidemic, the court 

said.

Two further preparatory meetings 

scheduled for April 30 and May 28 

could not be held either because of 

the virus, it said.

On Friday, a commemoration will 

be held by the Hungarian-Korean 

Friendship Society in Budapest.
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VENTILATOR DEVELOPED 
BY BUDAPEST’S 
TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY 
PUT INTO PRODUCTION

A ventilator designed by a team at 

Budapest’s Technical University, 

developed in the space of two 

months, is being put into production. 

Miklós Kásler, the minister of human 

resources, Sándor Pintér, the interior 

minister, and László Palkovics, the 

minister of innovation and technology, 

visited the ventilator’s production hall 

on Thursday.

Palkovics said domestic production 

of the device was a “milestone”, 

noting that at the start of the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, ventilators were 

being purchased from abroad. 

Kásler insisted that the ventilator was 

“world-class”, saying the device had the 

functions of machines already in use 

but its electronics allowed additional 

ones. He said that whereas Hungary 

has a sufficient number of ventilators, it 

was unknown how the epidemic would 

develop in the future. Unlike many 

countries, the Hungarian government 

has taken timely measures to control 

the epidemic, he added, noting the 

country’s favourable statistics.

The prototype of the ventilator 

was made by the university, while 

state-owned company BM Heros 

Zrt is putting it into production. The 

production hall, incorporating special 

hygiene and safety conditions, was 

built in five weeks and is expected to 

produce ten ventilators each day.

DECREE ALLOWS 
TRAVELLERS TO OPT 
FOR VOUCHER REFUNDS 
FOR PANDEMIC 
CANCELLATIONS

A decree published in the latest issue 

of the official gazette Magyar Közlöny 

allows travel agents to issue vouchers 

instead of paying cash for cancellations 

made because of the coronavirus 

pandemic, but only if the clients who 

have cancelled opt in. The decree 

requires clients who have cancelled 

to approve the offer of the vouchers 

within a period of 15 days. If the client 

does not issue such approval, or if 

they reject the vouchers outright, the 

travel agent must make the refund in 

cash. The decree sets a cut-off date of 

August 31, 2020 for the provision. The 

vouchers issued at no additional cost 

to the client will be valid until August 

31, 2021.

FOREIGN MINISTER 
INAUGURATES NEW 
INFORMATION OFFICE 
TRAINING CENTRE

The training of staff at the Information 

Office (IH), Hungary’s civilian 

intelligence agency focused on 

intelligence gathering operations 

primarily abroad, must always reflect 

and adapt to changing circumstances, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said, 

addressing the inauguration of the 

IH’s new training centre. The impact 

the novel coronavirus pandemic will 

have on the world is not yet clear, but 

what is certain is that “nothing will be 

the way it was before,” Szijjártó said 

in an audio message. A new political 

world order will emerge along with a 

new global economic competition, he 

said, adding that this would also boost 

the significance of civilian intelligence 

gathering.

It is clear that global economic 

competition will intensify and the 

pecking order will be determined by 

the amount of jobs countries are able 

to save and create, the minister said. 

One of the most glaring changes in 

everyday life will be online networking 

replacing in-person meetings, Szijjártó 

said, warning that this would also 

increase the risk of cyberattacks. 

Szijjártó underlined the need to devote 

greater attention to uncovering cyber 

security threats.

Strengthening NATO is also in 

Hungary’s interest, he said, adding, that 

the country was constantly increasing 

its contribution to the alliance.

In the coming period, the strongest 

countries will be the ones that are 

the most effective in enforcing their 

national interests, Szijjártó said.

LMP TO ASK FOREIGN 
MINISTRY FOR DETAILS 
ON BUDAPEST-BELGRADE 
RAIL LINE DEVELOPMENT

Opposition LMP will ask the Foreign 

Ministry to release data about the 

planned Budapest-Belgrade rail line, 

Hungary’s largest development project, 

the leader of the party’s parliamentary 
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group said. LMP seeks to know in the 

first place whether the investment will 

be profitable and whether the Chinese 

project partner has given a guarantee 

to make full use of the line, László 

Lóránt Keresztes told an online press 

conference. The green party also wants 

the project’s technical content to be 

revealed, he said. If the party’s request 

remains unanswered, it will take legal 

steps to access the project’s documents, 

which the ministry has classified for 

ten years, Keresztes said. “This project 

makes absolutely no sense,” he said. 

“By investing 1,000 billion forints (EUR 

2.8bn), the government has betrayed 

Hungary’s interests.” “The government 

could use the 140 billion forints 

earmarked for the project in 2021 to 

create 125,000 jobs,” he added.

WAGE GROWTH SLOWS TO 
9% IN MARCH

Wage growth for full-time workers in 

Hungary slowed to an annual 9% in 

March, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. Wage growth slowed for 

the fourth month in a row. In absolute 

terms, the average gross monthly wage 

stood at 400,400 forints (EUR 1,147). The 

average net wage was 266,300 forints. 

Excluding the 76,900 Hungarians in 

fostered work programmes -- who 

earned an average gross 83,100 forints 

in March -- the average gross monthly 

wage in Hungary was 409,400 forints.

The average gross wage in the 

business sector, which includes state-

owned companies, rose by 9% to 

419,000 forints. The average gross wage 

in the public sector, excluding fostered 

workers, increased by 7.1% to 388,000 

forints.

ING Bank senior analyst Péter Virovácz 

said headline wage growth was likely 

to remain around 8-9% in spite of 

layoffs. But the data do not show the 

full picture, he added, as Hungarians 

working reduced hours in light of the 

coronavirus crisis are not included in 

the statistics.

Takarékbank chief analyst András 

Horváth said wage growth was 

expected to be just over 7% this year. 

The pace of growth is affected by 

more people looking for work, weaker 

bargaining positions for job-starters 

and lower wages in hard-hit sectors, 

as well as by statutory minimum wage 

increases and labour shortages that 

remain in some sectors of the economy.

TICKET SALES TO START 
FOR HUNGARIAN CUP 
SOCCER FINALS 

Ticket sales will soon start online 

for the Hungarian Cup soccer finals 

between Honvéd and Mezőkövesd 

scheduled for next Wednesday, 

the organiser Hungarian Football 

Association (MLSZ) said. Fans can 

return to matches with certain 

restrictions from Thursday in line 

with a government decree, MLSZ 

said. The decree stipulates that only 

every fourth seat can be occupied 

in stadiums and social distancing 

rules must be observed in all other 

areas. The requirement of mandatory 

coronavirus screening will remain in 

force for the players and only those 

persons will be allowed to stay in 

the sport zones whose presence is 

unavoidable.

NUMBER OF TV ADS FALLS 
AFTER LOCKDOWN

The number of television advertising 

spots on Hungarian-language 

channels has fallen by almost one-

fourth since early March, before 

Hungary went into lockdown 

to contain the spread of novel 

coronavirus, data from the National 

Media and Infocommunications 

Authority (NMHH) show. A survey of 76 

Hungarian-language TV channels show 

the number of ads has dropped from 

almost 40,000 a day to close to 30,000. 

The decline affected ads for recreation, 

banks and services, while FMCG adds 

“performed strongly”, NMHH said.


