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Speaking at a press conference with Jacek Czaputowicz, Szijjártó said that both the Hungarian and the Polish governments 

have recently been the targets of “baseless charges and attacks” but the two countries could rely on each other “in these 

difficult times”. Hungary and Poland are “not only friends but strategic allies” and have similar positions on “dilemmas in 

global politics”, Szijjártó said.

Szijjártó spoke highly of the central European countries for their handling of the coronavirus epidemic, and said that those 

states had been able to control the situation and keep the number of cases low. Central Europe is in the focus of Hungary’s 

foreign policy, and further strengthening cooperation is in its national interest, he said.

Szijjártó and Czaputowicz agreed that the European Union’s cohesion funding should not be cut in the next cycle and 

made a commitment to the EU’s further enlargement. They saw eye to eye concerning the necessity of fighting illegal 

migration, and shared a position against any migrant distribution mechanism in Europe, Szijjártó said.

Hungary and Poland will continue “giving each other every assistance” in debates around 
“finding a response to challenges of a new world order emerging after the (coronavirus) 
epidemic”, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said after talks with his Polish counterpart.

HUNGaRIaN, POLISH FOREIGN MINISTERS HOLD TaLKS
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Common house martins under the eaves of a house in Mátrakeresztes  
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SIX PaTIENTS DIE, 3,793 
INFECTED IN HUNGaRy

Six patients have died in the past 24 

hours, all of them elderly and suffering 

from underlying illnesses, bringing 

the total number of fatalities to 505, 

while novel coronavirus infections in 

Hungary have increased by 22 to 3,793, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said. Fully 1,856 

hospitalised patients have made a 

recovery. The number of active infections 

has fallen to 1,432. Fully 430 Covid-19 

patients are undergoing treatment in 

hospital, 25 of whom are on ventilators.

Altogether 11,616 are in official 

home quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 166,960. Budapest 

(1,805 people) has the highest number 

of infections, followed by Pest County 

(535), Fejér County (369) and Zala 

County (247). Békés County (11) has 

the lowest number.

The government says the aim is to 

steadily resume normal life based on a 

strict schedule, and it calls on citizens 

to follow general precautions. From 

Monday, kindergartens opened in the 

country outside Budapest but schools 

will continue to teach online until the 

end of the school year. The government 

submitted on Tuesday a bill to parliament 

on rescinding its emergency powers.

Chief Medical Officer Cecília Müller 

told an online press conference of 

the operative board in charge of 

containing the epidemic that Central 

Statistical Office data show that 8.5% 

fewer people died in Hungary from 

January to March than a year earlier. 

“We can’t speak of additional deaths” 

during the epidemic, she said, adding 

that the lower death rate may be 

linked to “a lower-intensity influenza 

epidemic”. Meanwhile, Müller said a 

new “patient placement algorithm” 

has been developed for health-care 

providers, government agencies and 

public health professionals. It will help 

with the placement of patients with 

the most appropriate health-care 

facilities, she said.

Speaking at the same press 

conference, operative board 

spokesman Róbert Kiss said that 

starting from Wednesday, Czech, 

Slovak and Hungarian citizens won’t 

be forced to go into home quarantine 

after visiting each other’s countries 

for less than 48 hours. Kiss said the 

government on Tuesday submitted a 

proposal to parliament to rescind its 

special powers, and this also states 

that the operative board emergency 

centre would continue managing 

the protective measures against the 

epidemic. The special legal order 

will be replaced by a state of health 

emergency, he added. The cabinet 

meeting on Wednesday will assess the 

epidemic situation and make decisions 

regarding further details that will be 

announced on Thursday, he said.

BUDaPEST RESTaURaNTS 
aLLOWED TO OPEN INDOORS 
ON FRIDay - PORTaL

Restaurants in Budapest will be 

allowed to open indoor areas from 

Friday after they were forced to close 

them due to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic, news portal pestisracok.

hu reported, citing the spokesman of 

the government information centre. 

Starting on May 29, restaurants, cafes, 

bakeries and buffets will be allowed 

to serve food and drinks indoors, Örs 

Farkas said.

The same rules will apply to catering 

establishments operated by hotels, 

the website said. Employees will still 

be expected to wear face masks and 

the same physical distancing rules will 

apply as they do outside Budapest. 

Farkas told the website that open-air 

playgrounds will also open in Budapest 

from Friday, which will essentially 

bring Budapest to the same level of 

restrictions as those in force elsewhere 

around the country.

SNEIDER QUITS JOBBIK 
PaRLT GROUP, RESIGNS aS 
PaRLT DEPUTy SPEaKER

Tamás Sneider, a lawmaker and 

former leader of opposition Jobbik, 

announced to quit the party’s 

parliamentary group, citing “an 

unworthy” situation. Sneider also 

announced his resignation as deputy 

speaker of parliament.

Explaining the decision, Sneider said 

in a statement that Jobbik’s leadership 

with Péter Jakab at its helm “needed 

only four months to throw all of the 

party’s national and conservative ideas 

out of the window, as well as chase 

away in an extremely cruel way the 

solidarity and camaraderie the party 

promoted to the outer world”. Sneider 
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said “opinion terror and intimidation” 

have become common practice within 

Jobbik which he said he could not 

accept in any form.

Jobbik spokesman György Szilágyi 

said on May 18 that the nationalist 

party would call Sneider back from the 

post he had taken up in 2014 to replace 

him with fellow party member Zoltán 

Balczó. Three days later, however, 

Sneider announced that he would 

refuse to step down.

Subsequently, two other lawmakers, 

Gergely Farkas and Andrea Varga-

Damm said that they would quit the 

group.

Farkas, deputy leader of the group, 

said on Facebook that he was no 

longer willing “to assist Péter Jakab 

and his team with driving the party 

along the path of political and moral 

depreciation”. “This is no longer my 

community,” Farkas said, noting that 

Jakab repeatedly refused to address 

right-wing, nationalist ideas in public 

speeches saying that “it would 

deter left-wing voters”. He accused 

Jakab and the party leadership 

of “systematically eliminating all 

members they consider enemies” 

ever since they were elected.

Varga-Damm told MTI that prior 

to the group meeting which was 

scheduled to decide about her 

exclusion, the party leadership told her 

that she was given “a second chance”. 

She said, however, that the way she 

and her case were handled over the 

past ten days and the treatment of 

Sneider were for her unacceptable. 

Varga-Damm announced to continue 

her parliamentary work as an 

independent deputy.

With their departure, Jobbik’s 

parliamentary group has shrunken to 

17 members from 26 it had just after 

the 2018 general elections.

DK: GOVT INTENDS TO 
KEEP UNLIMITED POWERS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) party has insisted the government 

is bent on maintaining its unlimited 

powers even after lifting its emergency 

rule by decree in connection with the 

novel coronavirus epidemic. 

Deputy group leader Gergely Arató 

told an online press conference that 

the government’s promise to rescind 

its special powers after coming under 

pressure international and domestic 

pressure was “nothing other than a 

peacock dance”.

In line with the proposal submitted 

late on Tuesday, the government will 

unilaterally introduce a state of health 

emergency under the guise of which 

it could introduce any measure it 

wants to, such as restricting assembly 

and free movement, Arató said. 

Additionally, the prime minister will be 

given the right to deviate from public 

procurement rules and “dish out public 

money to friends”, he insisted.

Justice Minister Judit Varga told 

public radio Kossuth on Wednesday 

morning that once parliament instructs 

the government to rescind the state of 

emergency, a complex mechanism would 

get under way on transitioning from a 

special legal order to the regular order.

LMP SLaMS GOVT FOR 
SLaSHING TRaIN SERVICES 
ON SPUR LINES

The opposition LMP party protested 

against a government decision to 

slash train services on 34 spur rail 

lines as part of measures to combat 

the novel coronavirus epidemic. 

The green party’s group leader, 

László Lóránt Keresztes, told a press 

conference that social distancing 

was more easily observed on trains 

than on buses. The measure, which 

is open-ended, “has nothing to do 

with [virus] protection efforts”, he 

said. Keresztes insisted that the 

government had “launched an attack” 

on provincial rail services, “a step 

without justification either in terms 

of the economy or transport policy”. 

He noted that parliament recently 

allocated 1,000 billion forints (EUR 

2.8bn) for the development of the 

Budapest-Belgrade rail line. Keresztes 

said the decision was “against 

national interests”, as the investment 

sucked funds away from domestic 

rail projects. LMP is submitting a 

draft resolution to parliament to 

draw attention to the importance of 

developing the domestic rail network, 

Keresztes said. The daily Magyar 

Nemzet reported on Wednesday 

that the innovation and technology 

ministry has instructed state-owned 

transport companies to temporarily 

adjust their timetables and routes to 

lower passenger volume in light of 

the coronavirus pandemic.
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GOVT PROPOSES NEW 
BROWNFIELD HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENT SCHEME

The government approved a bill for a 

housing development scheme which 

would promote affordable housing 

built in brownfield sites by cutting VAT 

to 5% and easing administrative tasks 

related to the construction of new 

homes at such sites, a government 

official said. The government aims 

to increase affordable new housing 

and to create construction jobs in the 

process, Balázs Fürjes, state secretary 

of the Prime Minister’s Office, said, 

outlining the bill to be proposed in 

parliament. The measure will also 

revive brownfield sites in cities, he told 

a press conference of the operative 

board coordinating the coronavirus 

response. A government bill aims to 

designate “brownfield action areas” 

within individual cities in cooperation 

with local councils, the state secretary 

added.

HUNGaRIaN GOVT SENDS 
FOOD aID TO BELGRaDE 
JEWISH COMMUNITy

The Hungarian government has sent a 

kosher food aid to a Jewish community 

in Belgrade to help their shortage 

in supplies during the coronavirus 

epidemic, the head of the Hungarian 

prime minister’s press office said. Rabbi 

Yehoshua Kaminetzky, of Belgrade’s 

Chabad-Lubavitch, Oberlander Baruch, 

president of the Budapest Orthodox 

Rabbinical Council, and György 

Szabó, a leader of Hungarian Jewish 

organisation MAZSÖK, thanked Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán for the donation 

in a letter, Bertalan Havasai told MTI.

The community’s kosher food 

supplies ran out over the past months 

which made it difficult for them to 

practise religion, the leaders said. 

They commended the Hungarian 

foreign ministry and the country’s 

embassy in Belgrade for their “vast 

efforts” in arranging the delivery 

of the consignment to the Serbian 

capital.

MINISTRy PROPOSES 
RESTRUCTURING OF FILM 
aND THEaTRE UNIVERSITy

The innovation and technology 

ministry has submitted a proposal to 

parliament on reforming Budapest’s 

University of Theatre and Film Arts. 

The structural changes will also bolster 

the development of Hungarian culture 

more generally, the ministry said. 

Though student numbers have been 

rising from year to year, the university’s 

structure has not changed for thirty 

years, and restructuring will enable 

the university to rise to the challenges 

of a changing social and economic 

environment, its statement added. 

The proposal aims to strengthen the 

university’s standing as a knowledge 

centre of excellence at home and 

abroad while turning it into “an 

institution capable of cooperation, 

fostering the development of 

Hungarian culture”.

OFFICIaL: HUNGaRy TOP 
INVESTMENT SITE

Hungary is the region’s best place 

to invest, according to American 

magazine Site Selection, which has 

awarded the country top spot on its 

global Best to Invest rankings for the 

third time in a row. Hungary’s ranking 

shows that investors trust in Hungary 

and the “talent and hard work” of 

Hungarians, Tamás Menczer, state 

secretary of the foreign ministry, said. 

The Hungarian investment agency, 

which steered 101 investments to the 

country last year, creating 13,500 jobs, 

is listed as the region’s best agency, 

he added.

PETITION aIMS TO 
‘RESCUE’ BUDaPEST’S 
LIGET PROJECT

An online petition signed by 60,000 

people aims to ‘rescue’ the Liget 

Project, a plan already under way 

to transform the capital’s City Park 

into a museum quarter, the daily 

Magyar Nemzet said. The petition 

objects to a Metropolitan Council 

proposal on tightening the park’s 

building regulations which would 

stop the bulk of the project in its 

tracks. László Szabó, a resident of 

Nagykanizsa, in western Hungary, 

organised the signature drive 

last October. Meanwhile, the city 

council has canvassed residents for 

their feedback at varosrendezes@

budapest.hu.
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HUNGaRy THREE-MONTH 
aVG JOBLESS RaTE EDGES 
UP TO 3.8% IN aPRIL

Hungary’s three-month rolling average 

jobless rate was at 3.8% in April, up 0.1 

percentage point from the previous 

month and 0.3 percentage point from 

twelve months earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The rate 

covers unemployment among those 

between the ages of 15 and 74. In 

absolute terms, there were 174,100 

unemployed, 1,100 more than in the 

previous month and up 11,700 from 

a year earlier.

KSH noted that the February-April 

period was still not fully impacted 

by the coronavirus outbreak, saying 

73,000 people lost their jobs in April. 

The unemployment rate in the 25-54 

age group rose to 3.5%. The rate in the 

55-74 age group was little changed at 

2.1%. Out-of-work Hungarians spent 

about 9.2 months on average looking 

for employment during the period, and 

25.7% of the unemployed had been 

seeking work for one year or longer. 

The number of jobholders stood at 

4,435,900 among 15-74-year-olds, 

55,700 less than in the same period 

a year earlier. The employment rate 

was 59.9%, compared to 60.5% a 

year earlier. That number included 

96,200 Hungarians in fostered work 

programmes and 101,600 working 

abroad. The number of those 

employed on the domestic primary 

labour market fell by 0.5% from a year 

earlier to 4,238,100, while the number 

of fostered workers dropped by 18.1%. 

The number of those working abroad 

fell by 12.0%.

Commenting on the data, analysts 

said the labour market was likely to see 

a slow readjustment after the lifting of 

coronavirus-related restrictions. Gábor 

Regős of the Századvég Research 

Institute said the labour market would 

slowly return to normal in the coming 

months. Employment will only reach 

pre-epidemic levels slowly, however, 

as several sectors will take time to 

rebound, he said.

Takarékbank analyst András Horváth 

said that if the current jobless were 

defined as jobseekers instead of as 

inactive, the April unemployment 

rate was 6%. Horváth forecasted the 

jobless rate remaining below 7% in 

the coming months and averaging 

around 6% by year-end. Péter Virovácz 

of ING Bank said data on the epidemic’s 

impact on the labour market was still 

incomplete. The jobless rate in the 

second half of 2020 is expected around 

7%, he said.

N HUNGaRy COURT 
SENTENCES ROMaNIaN 
PEOPLE SMUGGLER

A court in Tatabánya, in northern 

Hungary, handed a sentence of two 

years and ten months to a Romanian 

national, who had been apprehended 

with 10 Syrian illegal migrants 

crammed in his car, in a binding ruling. 

According to a statement from the 

local prosecutor’s office, the Romanian 

man took the migrants in his car in 

Hungary, near the Romanian border, 

and agreed to help them cross into 

Austria. Once the Romanian has served 

his sentence, he will be expelled and 

banned from Hungary for three years.


