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Hungary, Austria, the Czech Republic and Slovakia are highly dependent on each another in the region, Szijjártó said on 

Facebook. Economic ties between the four countries are also “highly active”, he said, noting the deep links between their 

border-region communities. Austria is Hungary’s top trading partner in the region, while Slovakia is its third most important; 

annual trade volume came to around 10 billion euros with both countries last year, he said. “It’s therefore in our interest ... 

to give new momentum to our economic and trade relations.” Protecting people’s lives is the top factor to be considered 

when phasing out border restrictions, he added.

The four countries have pencilled in June 15 as the target date for starting to lift restrictions on their borders, he said. 

Experiences of easing restrictions on Hungary’s borders have been positive so far, he said, noting the most recent decision 

to reopen the Hungary-Serbia border to the public.

Szijjártó noted that he is scheduled to hold talks with his Polish counterpart on Wednesday and his Slovenian counterpart 

on Thursday.

Foreign Minister Peter Szijjártó on Monday discussed easing border restrictions with 
his Austrian, Czech and Slovak counterparts.

BORDER RESTRICTIONS TO BE EASED

Coronavirus updates

EU ministers in charge of EU affairs 
hold videoconference on cohesion

Stats office report on demographics 
in Jan-March

NBH Monetary Council rate setting 
meeting
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Bronze knife found during excavation of C11th prehistoric settlement in Solt, 
central Hungary
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2021 BUDGET BILL 
EARMARKS HUF 3,000 BN 
FOR PANDEMIC DEFENCE

The government’s 2021 budget bill 

allocates some 3,000 billion forints (EUR 

8.5bn) for a health-care and pandemic 

defence fund, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga said in a video posted on 

Facebook. Varga said the 2021 budget 

bill will be submitted to lawmakers on 

Tuesday. Next year’s budget will be one 

for “re-starting the economy”, he added.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
EPIDEMIC SUBSIDING

The novel coronavirus epidemic is 

subsiding in Hungary, Chief Medical 

Officer Cecilia Muller said on Monday. 

Fully 430 patients are undergoing 

treatment in hospitals, she said. Out of 

3,756 registered patients, three have 

been infants. Among 1-14 year-olds, 

Hungary has registered 47 cases, and 

among 15-19 year-olds there have been 

30. Among adults, 267 cases occurred 

among 20-29 year-olds and 318 among 

30-39 year-olds, she said. Among 40-49 

year-olds, the number of registered cases 

was 529 and among 50-59 year-olds, 587. 

The last active age group, 60-64 year-

olds, had 264 registered infections, while 

there was 946 among 65-79 year-olds, 

she said. Fully 765 patients above the 

age of 80 have been registered, she said.

Of the patients treated with 

coronavirus, 228 of those above 80 have 

died out of a total of 491, Muller said. The 

number of fatalities was 24 in the 60-64 

age group, 19 between patients aged 

50-59, eight among those aged 40-49 

and three among those in their thirties, 

she said. Fully 209 64-79 year-olds have 

died. There have been 5 deaths and 38 

registered cases per 100,000.

On the subject on restoring 

outpatient services in Hungarian health 

care, Muller said there was no set 

deadline for a full reopening. Services 

with screenings of great significance 

from a public health point of view are 

being gradually resumed, she said. 

Speaking at the same press 

conference, operative board 

spokesman Robert Kiss said 691 

home quarantines were ordered by 

the authorities on Sunday, with 11,810 

currently in effect. Police have taken 

action in 392 cases of violations of 

epidemic-related regulations, 106 of 

them for spreading fake news, he said. 

Kiss also noted that Hungary and 

Serbia now allow the two countries’ 

citizens to cross the common border 

without having to undergo mandatory 

home quarantine. According to the 

new regulations in force starting on 

Monday morning, travellers who 

detect the symptoms of Covid-19 

within 14 days of entering the country 

are ordered to self-quarantine and 

notify the authorities, he said.

JUSTICE MIN: GOVT 
DISCUSSING PROPOSAL  
TO WITHDRAW 
EMERGENCY POWERS

The chief focus of Monday’s cabinet 

meeting is a bill on rescinding the 

government’s emergency powers, 

Judit Varga, the justice minister, said on 

social media. The bill will be submitted 

to parliament on Tuesday, she noted 

today, adding that the opposition 

had not voted on the relevant law 

in response to the novel coronavirus 

epidemic submitted to parliament 

more than two months ago. Varga 

said Hungary had got beyond “a very 

dangerous and hard period”, during 

which the government had received 

“no help from opposition”. “Instead 

of giving support ... the opposition 

mounted an unprecedented 

disinformation campaign, together 

with the mainstream liberal media, in 

Hungary and internationally,” she said, 

calling on people spreading fake news 

about the government to apologise to 

the Hungarian people.

Varga said the government would 

carry on drafting next year’s budget 

“so Hungary can get past problems on 

the labour market and in the economy 

swiftly and return to healthy growth...”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: RESTRICTIONS 
LIFTED ON HUNGARY-
SERBIA BORDER

Starting on Monday morning, citizens 

of Hungary and Serbia will be allowed 

to travel between the two countries 

without undergoing a mandatory 

quarantine upon entry, Hungarian 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

at Röszke at the border, in southern 

Hungary. Reopening the borders will 

enable families and communities 

to reconnect, Szijjártó told a press 
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conference after talks with Jadranka 

Joksimović, Serbia’s European 

Integration minister, and István Pásztor, 

the head of the Alliance of Vojvodina 

Hungarians (VMSZ). 

Economic ties will also gain new 

momentum, the minister added.

Thanks to timely and strict 

restrictions, central European 

countries have managed to control 

the spread of the coronavirus 

epidemic, Szijjártó said. Reducing 

passenger traffic across borders was 

one of those measures, he said. 

Those results make it possible 

for Hungary and Serbia to return 

to normality while prioritising the 

protection of life and health, he said.

Regarding Hungary’s economic 

development programme in Serbia’s 

Vojvodina region, Szijjártó noted that 

Hungary had ploughed 6 billion forints 

(EUR 17.1m) into supporting medium-

sized and large projects in the region. 

Large companies such as Hungarian 

oil and gas company MOL and OTP 

Bank are playing a significant role in 

restarting both countries’ economies, 

Szijjártó said.

“Serbia’s place is in the European 

Union,” Szijjártó said. The bloc would 

“score a big win” with its accession, 

he added.

Szijjártó said, however, that the 

border would be open “only to 

those respecting the laws”. Hungary 

will continue to do everything in its 

power to prevent illegal entry into the 

country, he said.

The minister thanked VMSZ 

head István Pásztor for his work in 

representing the interests of ethnic 

Hungarians. Szijjártó lauded Pásztor’s 

efforts to ensure that commuters 

and students ahead of their school-

leaving exams had been allowed to 

enter Hungary.

Joksimović told the same press 

conference that opening the borders 

were of great importance for people 

in both countries. She noted that 

Serbia on Friday lifted coronavirus-

related restrictions for travellers 

entering the country. Until then, 

they had to undergo a mandatory 

quarantine or present proof of a 

negative coronavirus test, she said. The 

next step is restarting the economy, 

she said. Hungarian companies play 

an important role in Serbia, she 

said, adding that hopefully Serbian 

companies would soon gain a foothold 

in Hungary.

Serbia appreciates Hungary’s 

support of its European integration 

process, Joksimović said. Serbia hopes 

to open a new chapter as early as June, 

she added.

FIVE DIE, REGISTERED 
CASES UP BY 28 TO 3,756

Five Covid-19 patients have died 

in the past 24 hours, all of whom 

had underlying illnesses, bringing 

the total number of fatalities to 491, 

while the number of registered novel 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

increased by 15 to 3,756, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Monday morning.

Fully 1,711 hospitalised patients 

have made a recovery, while 11,810 

are officially in home quarantine. The 

number of tests carried out stands at 

164,619. The website said Hungary is 

in the second phase and the virus is 

still spreading. The aim now, however, 

is to gradually resume normal living 

in line with a strict schedule, it added. 

Nurseries are gradually reopening 

while digital education in schools will 

continue until June 15, the website said.

Budapest has the most registered 

infections (1,780 people), followed by 

Pest County (525) and Fejér County 

(367). Békés County (11) has the fewest 

infections in Hungary.

INNOVATION MINISTRY 
SIGNS COOPERATION 
PACT ON DIGITAL 
THERAPY DEVELOPMENT 
WITH HUNGARIAN UNI, 
COMPANY

An official of the innovation and 

technology ministry signed a 

strategic cooperation agreement on 

developing digital therapies in Hungary 

with representatives of Budapest 

Semmelweis University and biotech 

company Oncompass. State Secretary 

József Bódis said the ministry’s goal was 

to support innovation in the health 

industry in Hungary, with a special 

focus on personalised diagnostics, 

digital solutions and AI in medicine. 

Semmelweis rector Béla Merkely said 

the university’s aim to rank among 

the 100 best universities in the world 

is boosted by the government’s focus 

on scientific research as a strategic field. 

Oncompass is developing tools for 
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molecular diagnostics and information 

technology in medicine, focusing on 

providing personalised therapy for 

cancer patients.

COMPANIES APPLY FOR 
SUBSIDIES  
TO SUPPORT HUF 295 BN 
OF INVESTMENTS

So far 625 companies have applied for 

government subsidies for investments 

that support job preservation during 

the coronavirus crisis, Peter Szijjártó, 

the foreign affairs and trade minister, 

said on Monday. The applications 

are for funding that will support 

investments of 295 billion forints 

(EUR 841.5m) and save some 111,000 

jobs, Szijjártó said after presenting 

government subsidy certificates. 

Hungarian economic players will 

have to hold their own in a new global 

economic competition after the novel 

coronavirus pandemic, he said.

Among the most recent recipients 

of the support are German-owned 

Thyssenkrupp Components 

Technology Hungary and Italian yarn 

company Filati Maclodio, which were 

each awarded more than 282 million 

forints for their 565 million forint 

investments, along with Nanushka 

International, which has received 

more than 287 million forints for an 

investment worth over 574 million 

forints, Szijjártó said.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT 
TO JOIN EU GREEN JOBS 
INITIATIVE

Opposition LMP has called on the 

government to join the European 

Union’s initiative aimed at promoting 

green jobs. LMP lawmaker Péter 

Ungár noted that the government 

scrapped the environment ministry 

soon after coming to power but 

then did a U-turn. First the co-ruling 

Christian Democrats “declared 

themselves green” after promoting 

plastic-free month last August, while 

this past February the prime minister 

announced that his government was 

turning green. Meanwhile, the cabinet 

last year refused to get behind the EU’s 

2030 climate goals and the foreign 

minister declared the German car 

industry more important than goals 

to fight climate change, Ungár said. 

In addition, the government this year 

stayed away from joining the EU’s 

initiative for creating more jobs in the 

green sector, he said. 

Ungár criticised the government’s 

handling of a bill on banning single-

use plastics, saying that the cabinet 

submitted it to parliament before 

withdrawing it. It later submitted it 

once more after the ruling Fidesz 

party called on it to do so. He said LMP 

was prepared to cooperate with the 

government on necessary measures.

CSONGRÁD COUNTY  
TO BE RENAMED 
CSONGRÁD-CSANÁD 
COUNTY 

Csongrád County, in southern 

Hungary, will be Csongrád-Csanád 

County from June 4. The name 

change symbolises the desire to 

reunite Hungary and the territories it 

lost in the WWI Trianon peace treaty, 

government commissioner Tünde 

Juhász said, noting that the change 

takes effect on the centenary of the 

treaty’s signing. Parliament approved 

the name change proposed by then-

government office chief János Lázár 

unanimously in 2017, Juhász noted.


