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A shipment of 12,200 Avigan pills - enough to treat 100 patients - arrived in Hungary on Saturday morning, Szijjártó said, 

adding that the medicine had been sent to the research centre of the University of Pécs, in southern Hungary. Avigan was 

registered in Japan as an influenza drug but has been found effective against the novel coronavirus. 

Professor Gábor L Kovács said in the same video that the pills will be used for clinical tests on 100 Hungarian patients “under 

controlled conditions and with the utmost care”.

In another Facebook post on Sunday, Szijjártó said that 14 aircraft and two lorries had arrived in Hungary from China to 

deliver 501,000 masks, 2,773 patient monitors and 309 ventilators in the past four days. Including these, more than 1,000 

ventilators have arrived in Hungary in the past week, and more will be delivered on Monday, he added. Sufficient levels 

and quality of stocks is a fundamental condition for long-term health-care defence, the foreign minister said. 

Hungary has been selected as one of the first countries to get Avigan for treatment of Covid-19 
patients and will run further clinical tests on the drug with the active ingredient favipiravir 
registered in Japan, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said in a Facebook video on Saturday.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AVIGAN TO BE TESTED IN HUNGARY
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FOUR DIE, REGISTERED 
COVID-19  
CASES UP BY 28 TO 3,741

Four Covid-19 patients have died 

in the past 24 hours, all of whom 

had underlying illnesses, bringing 

the total number of fatalities to 486, 

while the number of registered novel 

coronavirus infections in Hungary 

increased by 28 to 3,741, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Sunday morning.

Fully 1,690 hospitalised patients 

have made a recovery, while 11,934 

are officially in home quarantine. 

The number of tests carried out 

stands at 162,925.  Budapest has 

the most registered infections (1,780 

people), followed by Pest County 

(525) and Fejér County (367). Békés 

County (11) has the fewest infections 

in Hungary.

GOVT BROADENS 
ELIGIBILITY FOR 
INVESTMENT SUBSIDIES

The government is expanding 

the range of businesses eligible 

for 40 billion forints (EUR 114m) in 

investment subsidies this year, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga told MTI on 

Saturday.

A decree published in the official 

gazette Magyar Közlöny on Friday 

allows medium-sized enterprises - 

ones with a headcount of at least 150 

- to apply for the funding which is part 

of government measures to ease the 

economic impact of the coronavirus 

epidemic, Varga said. Earlier the 

funding was available only to big 

companies, ineligible for European 

Union funding.

Varga said the funding may now be 

used for warehouse investments and 

renovations, too, and that guarantee 

conditions have been eased.

Earlier, the government raised the 

funding earmarked for the investment 

incentive programme to 40 billion 

forints from 15 billion forints, he noted.

Since the scheme was launched in 

2015, it has supported investments 

worth a combined 264 billion forints 

that created 2,600 jobs, he added.

SOCIALISTS DEMAND HUF 
700 BN MORE  
FOR HEALTH CARE

The opposition Socialists on Friday 

demanded the government increase 

spending on health care by 700 

billion forints (EUR 2bn) and set 

up a stand-alone health ministry 

headed by “a competent” minister. 

Lawmaker Ildikó Borbély Bangó 

held an online press conference in 

response to the prime minister’s 

praise of Human Resources 

Minister Miklós Kásler for “his 

historic achievements” during the 

initial response to the coronavirus 

epidemic.

Citing health-care experts, Bangó 

said that several patients had died who 

were left without proper and timely 

care and she criticised a government 

order to free up 36,000 hospital beds 

for Covid-19 patients.

NATIONAL CULTURAL 
COUNCIL MEETS  
IN PM’S OFFICE 

The National Cultural Council held a 

session on Saturday at Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s offices in the Castle 

District, at his invitation, to review the 

impact of the coronavirus epidemic on 

Hungary’s cultural institutions, the PM’s 

press chief said. The Council, headed by 

Hungarian Academy of Arts chair György 

Vashegyi and comprising the leaders of 

17 institutions of culture, established 

that Hungary has started the return 

to normal life, but acknowledged that 

experts’ warnings that the danger has 

not passed must be heeded. Orbán said 

Hungary has won its first battle against 

the virus, concluding the first phase 

of prevention, but added that social 

distancing and stepped up hygiene 

must be continued. Participants at the 

meeting also discussed the council’s 

budget for next year and its working 

schedule.

BUDAPEST MAYOR CALLS 
FOR MINUTE OF SILENCE 
TO MARK TRIANON 
CENTENARY 

Budapest Mayor Gergely Karácsony 

has proposed that the city should 

“stop for a minute” on June 4, the 100th 

anniversary of the Trianon Peace Treaty 

concluding World War I. 

In a Facebook entry on Sunday, 

Karácsony said that “bad decisions in the 

distant past as well as recent ones must 
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be faced, not to cover old wounds but to 

better use opportunities in the future”. 

The 1920 decision was “revoltingly 

unfair”, its signatories “trampling on the 

sovereignty of the nations” it impacted, 

Karácsony said, adding that under the 

treaty Hungary would be stripped of 

“two-thirds of its territory and national 

income”. He said that 3.5 million 

Hungarian nationals became the 

subjects of surrounding states, while 

400,000 had to leave their homelands. 

“We also commemorate those people, 

Budapest’s first refugees, when we talk 

about Trianon,” the mayor said. “Pain 

should not turn into hatred, and facing 

the past should not mean giving up 

the future,” Karácsony said, and called 

for a “commemoration shared at least 

for one minute”. 

Concerning Hungary’s policies towards 

ethnic Hungarian communities in areas 

that were ceded to other countries in 

1920, Karácsony said that Hungary should 

use all its means to support ethnic kin 

but “any deed or word that could be 

interpreted as aimed at changing the 

borders must be prevented”. 

According to the mayor’s plan, at 

4:30pm on June 4 all Budapest’s public 

transport services will be interrupted for 

one minute. Karácsony asked motorists, 

cyclists, and pedestrians to follow suit.

DK URGES MAKING 
PARTICIPATION  
IN EPPO CONDITION  
FOR EU FUNDING

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) is recommending to the European 

Commission that participation in 

the European Public Prosecutor’s 

Office (EPPO), and acceptance of any 

sanctions the office imposes, be made 

a condition for receiving European 

Union funding, Sándor Rónai, the 

party’s MEP, said at a press conference 

on Facebook on Sunday.

“An end must be brought to the 

practice of governments similar to the 

Orbán government of throwing about 

EU monies,” Rónai said.

He said the EU does much to 

undercover corruption, noting that the 

European Anti-fraud Office (OLAF) had 

found a number of serious irregularities 

with investments of the Orbán 

government. But OLAF may not initiate 

criminal procedures, it may not bring 

charges, and it may not impose its 

recommendations on the authorities 

of member states, he added.

LMP STANDS FOR STRONG 
MUNI COUNCILS

Opposition LMP backs strong local 

governments and the residents of 

communities, a politician of the party 

said in a video posted on Facebook 

on Sunday.

Szilvia Lengyel said the idea of 

using locally-generated revenue for 

local interests and the needs of local 

residents is at the heart of the concept 

of local government.

In the framework of submitting 

written queries in parliament, LMP will 

ask the government if the same thing 

will happen in the city of Gödöllő as 

happened in the city of Göd, where tax 

revenue from the Samsung plant there 

was rechannelled to the county council 

controlled by ruling Fidesz, she said.

Gödöllő gets much of its revenue 

from the industrial park in the city, she 

added.

FIDESZ: LEFT WING 
MUNICIPAL COUNCILS 
ADDRESS CRISIS WITH 
AUSTERITY

Left wing local governments 

in Hungary are addressing the 

coronavirus crisis with austerity, 

“making layoffs and cutting salaries 

one after the other”, the spokesman for 

the parliamentary group of governing 

Fidesz said in a video sent to MTI on 

Saturday.

János Halász contrasted the austerity 

measures started by a number of left 

wing-led local governments with 

the central government’s efforts to 

preserve jobs, see that salaries are paid 

and ensure the livelihoods of families.

He pointed a finger at Péter 

Niedermüller, the mayor of the capital’s 

seventh district, for cutting the pay of 

kindergarten teachers; at eight district 

mayor András Pikó for “taking away 

the homes of the district’s health-

care workers, police and firefighters”; 

and at Péter Márky-Zay, the mayor of 

Hódmezővásárhely, in the south of 

Hungary, for cutting the salaries of 

some public workers and laying off 

others.

“The left wing tightens belts, makes 

layoffs, raises taxes and lowers salaries 

in times of crisis, while the government 
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does just the opposite: it supports job 

preservation, creates new workplaces, 

cuts taxes and provides wage support,” 

he said.

MORE HUNGARIANS PLAN 
DOMESTIC HOLIDAYS 
THAN TRIPS  
TO SEASIDE - SURVEY 

Hungarian holiday makers are more 

likely to travel to domestic destinations 

than spend time on a beach in other 

countries this year, according to a 

Lounge Group survey commissioned 

by the Hungarian Tourism Agency 

(MTU) and released on Sunday. 

According to the agency, 36% of all 

participants in the survey said they 

would make trips inside Hungary, while 

only 15% said they were planning to 

take holidays abroad. 

Forty-three percent of the 

representative sample of 4,000 said 

they had cancelled trips planned 

for this year. One-third of them did 

so because of concerns over the 

coronavirus epidemic, while another 

third said that their destinations had 

become unreachable. 

The epidemic has created 

“uncertainty and fear” in travellers, 

according to the survey which 

showed that half of respondents were 

concerned about travelling after the 

epidemic and 40% were worried that 

they would need to cancel future trips, 

too. 

According to the report, the Lake 

Balaton area continues to be the 

most popular domestic destination, 

followed by the Danube Bend, the 

Tokaj region and Sárospatak in the 

northern hills.

ERSTE BANK HUNGARY 
CHIEF JELASITY ELECTED 
BANKING ASSOC HEAD

Radovan Jelasity, the chairman-CEO 

of Erste Bank Hungary, was elected 

chairman of the Hungarian Banking 

Association on Friday, the professional 

body said.

Jelasity replaces András Becsei, 

the CEO of OTP Mortgage Bank, who 

will now serve as deputy chair of 

the association. The new chairman 

acknowledged the challenges the 

coronavirus pandemic poses to 

the economy and to society, but 

said he believed “in the positive 

economic role of the banking 

sector as a catalyst”. Jelasity said 

he intended to strengthen the 

confidence of bank clients, raise 

the international profile of the 

Hungarian banking sector, foster its 

domestic reputation and maintain 

the sector’s continuous cooperation 

with regulatory authorities. He said 

the fast and efficient implementation 

of economic programmes launched 

by the government and the central 

bank are a shared task of the banking 

sector. The sector actively supports 

the programmes aiming to re-start 

the economy, he added.


