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Asylum seekers will now only get to submit their applications at Hungary’s foreign missions, Gergely Gulyás told an online 

press briefing. The process of shutting down the transit zones is already under way. Currently, four migrants are being held 

in detention and 280 will be taken to a refugee reception centre, he said. The interior, foreign and justice ministries are 

taking the necessary steps in the matter, he added.

The Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) last week ruled that keeping asylum seekers in the transit zone constitutes 

“detention”. 

Gulyás said the transit zones had successfully protected Hungary’s borders, calling the CJEU’s ruling “regrettable”. As 

Hungary is obliged to comply with the ruling, it is forced to shut down the transit zones, he added.

Commenting on remarks by German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, Gulyás said the minister was right to doubt that the 

European Union could come up with a migrant distribution mechanism that would be backed by all member states. He 

said this was a “significant win” for Hungarian diplomacy.

The government has decided to close down its transit zones on the Hungarian-
Serbian border, the Prime Minister’s chief of staff announced.

GOVT TO SCRAP TRANSIT ZONES

Coronavirus updates

Hungary universities start testing 
communal sewage networks  
for coronavirus

Foreign minister presents govt grant 
certificates to businesses

M
TI

/S
zi

lá
rd

 K
os

zt
ic

sá
k

Cleaning Palatinus baths before reopening
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GULYÁS: OPPOSITION 
MEPS WORKING AGAINST 
COUNTRY’S INTERESTS

The Prime Minister’s chief of staff, 

Gergely Gulyás, said Hungarian 

opposition MEPs were working against 

the interests of the country in the 

European Parliament, “as they have 

been over the past several months in 

connection with the response to the 

epidemic”. Now, Gulyás said, opposition 

MEPs were also undermining national 

interests in connection with the next 

EU budget. He added, however, that 

the crucial parts of the budget had to 

be approved by the European Council 

rather than the EP.

Concerning a draft of country-

specific recommendations for Hungary 

released by the European Commission 

on Wednesday, the PM’s chief of staff 

said the report was an assessment of 

the country’s economic policy, adding 

that statements in the report pertaining 

to any other area were “irrelevant”. The 

report acknowledges a number of 

positive developments, Gulyás said, 

noting the finding that Hungary’s 

jobless rate has remained below the 

EU average during the coronavirus 

crisis. Gulyás added, at the same time, 

that the report failed to mention how 

much money businesses and families 

had been able to save thanks to the 

suspension of loan repayments. Some 

60% of private individuals have taken 

advantage of the option, leaving 1,800 

billion forints (EUR 5.2bn) in the pockets 

of households, he said.

Meanwhile, concerning the issue 

of single-use plastics, Gulyás said 

Hungary will comply with its EU 

obligation to ban their use, but added 

that guarantees were needed that this 

would not result in job losses.

Asked about a bill submitted to 

lawmakers that would establish 

“special economic zones”, he said the 

proposal made it clear that county 

assemblies could only exercise 

control over areas that fall within their 

jurisdiction. This means, he explained, 

that the bill would not apply to cities 

of county-seat status. The aim of the 

bill is to ensure a more fair distribution 

of corporate tax revenues among 

localities, Gulyás added.

Concerning the submission of next 

year’s draft budget to parliament, he 

said the proposal would be delayed by 

one week so that the April economic 

data can be taken into consideration. 

The draft budget will be submitted 

to parliament next Tuesday after it is 

approved by the government the day 

before, he said. Gulyás expressed hope 

that lawmakers would pass the budget 

in late June or early July. The finance 

ministry stands by its forecast for an 

economic contraction of 3 percent this 

year, he said.

Asked about the issue of Roma 

segregation, PM’s chief of staff 

said that while it was an important 

topic, in certain municipalities non-

Roma parents were removing their 

children from the schools despite the 

upgrades made to the institutions 

and the improvements in the quality 

of education. Places where this is an 

issue require more discipline and 

greater order, he said, adding that this 

was why the government was focused 

on strengthening school police units.

GULYÁS: HUNGARIAN 
PROTECTION EFFORTS 
AMONG EUROPE’S MOST 
EFFECTIVE 

Hungary’s efforts to combat the novel 

coronavirus epidemic have been 

among the most effective in Europe, 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, told a regular press 

briefing. Hungary took similar steps to 

those implemented by Italy and other 

western European countries, but at a 

much earlier stage of the epidemic, 

which accounts for “the Hungarian 

numbers being so much better”, Gulyás 

said. So far the epidemic in Hungary 

has not reached a stage of mass 

infections, Gulyás said, adding however 

that the danger was still present. “It’s 

a precarious balance,” he said, adding 

that the government’s measures “would 

have meant nothing” had Hungarians 

not complied with them. Next 

Tuesday, the government will submit 

to parliament a proposal to terminate 

its emergency powers, Gulyás said. It 

will also propose to parliament that it 

maintains the state of epidemiological 

emergency, he said. The operative 

board coordinating the response will 

continue its work, he said. Parliament 

will have to pass laws necessary to 

maintain the effect of government 

decrees “with a reach beyond the state 

of emergency”, he said.
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Regarding government measures 

to protect the economy, Gulyás said 

so far 221,000 jobs in the country had 

been preserved thanks to various 

government schemes. The fostered 

work programme is being expanded 

to employ 100,000 more people, 

Gulyás said. The Armed Forces have 

opened 3,000 vacancies for special 

reserve soldiers. Fully 106,000 

applications have been submitted 

for the government’s wage subsidy 

scheme, and companies receiving 

investment support have pledged to 

employ 96,000, he said. Regarding a 

500 billion euro package proposed 

by Germany and France to offset the 

fallout from the economic crisis in the 

European Union, Gulyás said it was 

in Hungary’s interest that the funds 

should be disbursed according to the 

same principles as the distribution 

of cohesion funds. That way, the 

economic development of each 

country can be taken into account, he 

said. “The main thing is” that Hungary 

and the Visegrad Group countries 

“win on that deal”, he said. The basics 

of the proposal are still being debated, 

Gulyás said. The EU wants to provide 

the support as a 30-year loan instead 

of funding, and so the basic form of the 

support is still subject to discussion, 

he noted. The EU will hold a summit 

on the matter on June 18, Gulyás said, 

with the Visegrad group countries 

meeting on June 8 to coordinate their 

standpoints, he added. 

Answering a question on restrictive 

measures, Gulyás said army “hospital 

commanders” will continue to oversee 

the management of hospitals while 

the state of emergency is in place.  

Gulyás said smaller gatherings may 

be allowed starting in the second half 

of June, he said, including open-air 

sports events, theatre performances 

and concerts, provided that social 

distancing guidelines are maintained. 

He rejected reports questioning the 

quality of ventilators procured during 

the epidemic. The equipment has been 

assessed by experts of Budapest’s 

Semmelweis University, who found 

they were in line with WHO guidelines 

and the hospitals’ requirements, he said.

He said Hungary was ready for a 

cautious reopening of its borders 

with neighbouring countries where 

epidemiological trends and the 

number of Covid-19 fatalities was 

similar to those seen in Hungary.

HUNGARY’S ‘MOST 
SUCCESSFUL DECADE’, 
SAYS GULYÁS IN DEBATE 
WITH SCHIFFER

The period from 2011 to the outbreak 

of the novel coronavirus epidemic “has 

been objectively the country’s most 

successful decade”, Gergely Gulyás, 

the Prime Minister’s chief of staff, 

said in a debate with András Schiffer, 

the opposition LMP party’s former 

leader. Gulyás insisted that the Fidesz 

government, unlike its Socialist-Liberal 

predecessor, had been building the 

country in the past decade. 

In the joint interview to media 

outlet Mandiner, Schiffer said Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s response to 

the previous government’s “loss of 

democratic legitimacy” had been 

“brutal”, accusing Orbán of abusing his 

majority and neutralising independent 

organisations that normally provided 

checks and balances.

Gulyás dismissed the suggestion 

that Fidesz’s leadership did not tolerate 

open and honest internal criticism, 

saying many of its members freely 

criticised the party.  Meanwhile, he 

accused the opposition of “hollowing-

out” of parliamentary debates, arguing 

that “these days we can be thankful 

if the opposition limits itself to just 

insulting the democratically elected 

public officials in parliament without 

actually physically disrupting the 

session.” Gulyás said the quality of 

political discourse in Hungary had 

noticeably deteriorated in the recent 

period. At the same time, the ruling 

parties, he insisted, were the ones 

“most likely to make intellectually 

worthwhile contributions”. But Schiffer 

attributed the decline in the quality 

of debate to how the opposition 

was being forced always to react to 

“government propaganda”. “The 

quality and composition of Hungary’s 

current opposition [is largely a factor 

of] the government’s dumbed-down, 

stupid and extremely aggressive 

propaganda.” He added, however, 

that the older opposition parties had 

failed to examine the reasons why their 

period in power between 2002 and 

2010 had been “such a disaster”.

On the topic of how Hungary is 

viewed within the European Union, 

Gulyás attributed what he called 
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“anti-Hungarian sentiment of the 

Brussels elite” to “Europe’s dominant 

ideology in the 21st century that can be 

described as intolerant liberalism”. He 

said Hungary was fighting to restore the 

Christian Democratic vision of the bloc’s 

founding fathers. Schiffer said that 

while the EU was often right to slam 

Hungary, the approval of the Sargentini 

report was not a good example of valid 

criticism, insisting that the debate on 

“the rule of law in Hungary” was actually 

a product of what he called the “new 

colonisation” of central Europe.

THREE PATIENTS DIE, 
REGISTERED CASES RISE 
BY 43 TO 3,641

Altogether three patients have died in 

the past 24 hours, all of whom were 

elderly and had underlying illnesses, 

bringing the total number of fatalities 

to 473, while the number of registered 

novel coronavirus infections in Hungary 

increased by 43 to 3,641, koronavirus.

gov.hu said on Thursday morning. Fully 

1,509 hospitalised patients have made 

a recovery, while 11,103 are officially in 

home quarantine. The number of tests 

carried out stands at 147,511.

The website said Hungary is in the 

second phase and the virus was still 

spreading. The aim now, however, was 

to gradually resume normal living in 

line with a strict schedule, it added.

Budapest has the most registered 

infections (1,726 people), followed by 

Pest County (500) and Fejér County 

(363). Békés County (11) has the fewest 

infections in Hungary.

EC COUNTRY-SPECIFIC 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
PUT HUNGARY 
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
BELOW EU AVERAGE

The European Commission’s draft of 

country-specific recommendations 

for Hungary published on 

Wednesday puts the country’s 

2020 unemployment rate below 

the European Union average, citing 

favourable employment trends, the 

Finance Ministry has said.

In view of the novel coronavirus 

pandemic, the EC has decided not to 

examine member states’ deviation 

from the adjustment path towards 

the medium-term budgetary 

objective, the ministry said, citing the 

recommendations published as part of 

the cycle of the European Semester of 

economic policy coordination.

Whereas the EC sees the EU’s jobless 

rate rising to 9% this year from 6.7% 

in 2019, Hungary is projected to see 

a lower unemployment rate thanks 

to positive developments seen in 

this area in recent years, it said. The 

commission also acknowledged 

improvements in Hungary’s overall 

poverty situation and welcomed 

ongoing investments in the 

digitalisation of education.

The ministry also said that 

reservations about the tax system in 

Hungary labelled as “aggressive tax 

planning” were unfounded. It said 

the criticism was “unfair”, arguing that 

most foreign investments to Hungary 

originated from within the EU in recent 

years and it is the commonwealth 

guidelines that govern the taxation 

of such investments.

According to the ministry, the EC 

draft is not free of political overtones 

this year either, but the Hungarian 

government will do its utmost to 

ensure that the European Semester is 

a venue for constructive professional 

discussions focused exclusively on 

economic policy.

SZIJJÁRTÓ 
CONGRATULATES NEW 
ISRAELI COUNTERPART

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó congratulated his recently 

appointed Israeli counterpart, Gabi 

Ashkenazi, on the formation of the 

country’s new government, the 

foreign ministry said. During the phone 

call, Ashkenazi thanked Szijjártó for 

Hungary’s “correct conduct” towards 

Israel, and for the commitment it had 

shown in standing up for the country. 

Szijjártó said Israel could continue 

to count on Hungary’s “correct and 

balanced” stance regarding Israel.

Szijjártó and Ashkenazi agreed 

that hypocrisy and bias, together 

with “political correctness”, are at 

the root of international attacks 

against patriotic governments 

seeking to enforce their nations’ 

interests. “Since both countries have 

such governments”, their strategic 

cooperation will develop further, the 

ministry statement cited the ministers 

as saying. Hungary and Israel are on 
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similar footing on preserving their 

identities, on the importance of 

sovereignty and security, as well as on 

standing up against illegal migration, 

they said. Hungary will not support EU 

or UN declarations condemning Israel, 

Szijjártó said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: NEW BORDER 
CROSSING REOPENS 
BETWEEN HUNGARY, 
ROMANIA

The border crossing between 

Nyírábrány and Valea Lui Mihai 

(Érmihályfalva) between Hungary 

and Romania was reopened on 6 am 

Thursday morning, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in a Facebook 

post. The Hungarian police said on 

their website that the crossing was 

the last to be reopened between 

the two countries.

Travellers on their way between 

Romania and third countries will 

still have to use transit corridors 

and designated petrol stations, 

and leave Hungary on the shortest 

possible route, the Hungarian 

police said. However, they no 

longer have to submit themselves 

to two-week home quarantines, the 

website said.

Transit travellers will only be 

allowed into the country if they 

submit to a health checkup, are not 

at suspicion of having contracted 

the virus and can show a valid plane 

ticket and proof of being able to 

enter the destination country, the 

statement said.

PALKOVICS: ECONOMY 
PROTECTION PLANS HELP 
NEARLY ONE MILLION 
PEOPLE

The government’s economy 

protection plan triggered by the novel 

coronavirus epidemic has so far helped 

nearly one million people, Innovation 

and Technology Minister László 

Palkovics. Speaking at a ceremony 

in Vác, northern Hungary, where he 

presented a certificate of government 

grants to car vendor and servicing 

company Lukács and Tamás, Palkovics 

said job protection was a priority in 

economic protection. So far, employers 

have applied for support to preserve 

106,000 jobs, he said, including some 

10,000 applications in R+D.

Government-sponsored IT 

courses have received some 50,000 

applications from jobseekers and 

students, Palkovics said. Students can 

also avail themselves of an interest-

free loan “to finance the costs of the 

transitional period”, he added.

GOVT OFFICIAL: 
SCHOOLS CAN OPEN FOR 
CONSULTATIONS FROM 
JUNE 2

Schools will keep up digital education 

methods for the remainder of the 

term, but will be allowed to organise 

consultations for individual students or 

small groups from June 2, a government 

official told public radio. Digital 

education, introduced in Hungary 

mid-March as the novel coronavirus 

epidemic emerged in the country, has 

proven to be successful and effective, 

Zoltán Maruzsa, the state secretary for 

education, told Kossuth Radio.

Maruzsa called on teachers to 

coordinate with the parents on 

organising consultation days. End-

of-term celebrations should also be 

held in smaller groups, Maruzsa said. 

The summer holidays in Hungary are 

starting on June 15.

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TALKS ON 
REOPENING HUNGARY-
SLOVENIA BORDER

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó held 

talks with his Slovenian counterpart 

on reopening the border between 

the two countries after the novel 

coronavirus epidemic. In a Facebook 

post after the talks over the phone 

with Anze Logar, Szijjártó said the 

Slovenian health authority had 

issued a recommendation saying that 

“reopening the border was possible, 

in view of Hungary’s successful 

protection efforts.” A reasonable easing 

of the restrictions is in Hungary’s 

interest, Szijjártó said, adding that the 

two countries’ police chiefs will also 

start talks on the matter.

AUDIT OFFICE SUSPENDS 
DK FUNDING

The Hungarian Audit Office (ÁSZ) 

suspended budgetary funding for the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

party, citing irregularities uncovered 
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during its review of the party’s finances 

in 2017-2018. DK will not receive state 

funding until it has rectified its finances 

and proved that they are now in 

line with regulations, ÁSZ said. ÁSZ 

Secretary-General Magdolna Holman 

told an online press conference that 

DK’s financial statements do not 

represent in a “real and credible” 

manner the party’s income and 

expenses, she said, adding that the 

false statements have also misled the 

party’s membership, Holman said.

BUDGET DEFICIT REACHES 
HUF 727.4 BN AT END-
APRIL, MINISTRY CONFIRMS

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget 

deficit, excluding local councils, 

reached 727.4 billion forints (EUR 2.1bn) 

at the end of April, a second reading 

of data from the finance ministry 

showed. The deficit narrowed from 

March thanks to a surplus for the 

month of April, but was still well over 

the pre-pandemic target for the full 

year because of health protection 

measures, the ministry said. Spending 

directly related to pandemic defence, 

such as acquisitions of personal 

protective equipment and ventilators, 

came close to 400 billion forints by the 

end of April, the ministry said.

The central budget ran a 610.6 

billion forint deficit at the end of 

April, the social insurance funds were 

123.0 billion forints in the red and 

the separate state funds had a 6.2 

billion surplus.

ALL MOL PETROL 
STATIONS OPEN FULL-TIME 
IN HUNGARY

Hungarian oil and gas company Mol 

will not need to temporarily close any 

of its 468 petrol stations in Hungary as 

the restrictions triggered by the novel 

coronavirus epidemic are being lifted 

in the region, the company said. Mol 

originally planned to close 28 pump 

stations but changed its mind as the 

situation has improved, it said. The 

gradual easing of restrictions first in the 

countryside and later in and around 

Budapest have brought about a rise 

in retail sales, Mol said.

Mol operates 2,000 petrol stations in 

the region. The company will reopen 

29 units in the Czech Republic, 26 in 

Serbia, and one in both Slovakia and 

Slovenia. In Bosnia, 33 Mol stations will 

return to full-time operation, it said.

FIVE BUDAPEST WATER 
PARKS TO REOPEN  
AT END-MAY

Five major Budapest water parks 

will reopen on May 30 with a sixth 

one following next month, the 

chief executive of municipal spa 

operator Budapest Gyógyfürdői 

és Hévizei (BGYH) said. Budapest’s 

Palatinus, Paskál, Római, Csillaghegy 

and Pesterzsébet water parks will 

once again be open to the public 

from Saturday next week, with the 

Pünkösdfürdő water park opening on 

June 15, Ildikó Szűts said. The parks’ 

indoor areas will remain closed until 

further notice, she added.

Visitors will be required to follow 

strict safety protocols while at the 

parks, Szűts said. The parks are 

reopening with limited capacity, 

ensuring an area of 16sqm per visitor 

across the park grounds and 4sqm in 

the pools, she added.


