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The country’s health-care system can now “gradually and carefully” return to its pre-epidemic routine, Kásler told reporters. 

Hungary’s health-care professionals have gained a lot of experience during the epidemic, Kásler said, adding, at the same 

time, that “we have to reconsider our approach to various diseases, the structure of Hungarian health care, as well as the 

role of national institutes, medical universities and regional health centres”. He noted the government’s national health 

programme, which “provides a new approach to be followed by (changes in) structure”.

Kásler said that the treatment of Covid-19 patients is being centralised, “first to eight large hospitals in Budapest and then 

to the St. László Hospital and the Korányi Pulmonology Institute”. He added that coronavirus patients were now being 

treated in 41 hospitals nationwide, but 15 of them had only a few such patients each. Centralisation is aimed at preventing 

the formation of infection clusters, as well as providing Covid-19 patients the best possible care, he added.

Human Resources Minister Miklós Kásler praised the “successful” end to the first phase 
of Hungary’s efforts against the novel coronavirus epidemic.

KÁSLER HAILS ‘SUCCESSFUL’ EPIDEMIC RESPONSE
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Head of PM’s Office, govt spox hold 
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Stability Report
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certificates to businesses
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THREE PATIENTS 
DIE, REGISTERED 
CORONAVIRUS CASES RISE 
BY 42 TO 3,598

Altogether three patients have died 

in the past 24 hours, all of whom 

were elderly and had underlying 

illnesses, bringing the total number of 

fatalities to 470, while the number of 

registered novel coronavirus infections 

in Hungary increased by 42 to 3,598, 

koronavirus.gov.hu said on Wednesday 

morning. Fully 1,454 hospitalised 

patients have made a recovery, while 

10,931 are officially in home quarantine. 

The number of tests carried out stands 

at 142,729. The website said Hungary is 

in the second phase and the virus was 

still spreading. The aim now, however, 

was to gradually resume normal living 

in line with a strict schedule, it added. 

Budapest has the most registered 

infections (1,710 people), followed by 

Pest County (496) and Fejér County 

(361). Békés County (11) has the fewest 

infections in Hungary.

HIGH TURNOUT 
AT NATIONWIDE, 
REPRESENTATIVE TESTING

Fully 67.7% of those enlisted have 

participated in a nationwide 

representative testing for the novel 

coronavirus, a high turnout in 

European comparison, Béla Merkely, 

the rector of the Semmelweis 

University leading the testing, said. 

Fully 18,000 people have been asked 

to submit to a PCR test, used to detect 

the virus in the mucus membrane of 

the nose and throat, Merkely said. 

Campaigns of similar sizes had been 

conducted in Iceland and Slovenia, 

with turnouts of 36% and 46% 

respectively, he said. The results will 

help researchers to gain a realistic 

picture of the situation in Hungary, 

he said, and thanked the participants 

for cooperating. An extremely low 

number of Hungarians seem to have 

contracted the coronavirus, Merkely 

said, adding that the final results 

are yet to come out. The number of 

infections is expected to be between 

30,000 and 80,000, some 0.6-0.7% of 

the population, he said.

OVER 8,000 COMPANIES 
APPLY FOR WAGE 
SUPPORT

More than 8,000 companies have 

applied for wage support for 

around 105,000 employees who 

are working reduced hours under a 

government scheme to manage the 

economic fallout of the coronavirus 

pandemic, Minister of Innovation 

and Technology László Palkovics said 

at a daily coronavirus briefing. Most 

of the applications came from the 

manufacturing, tourism and catering, 

trade, vehicle repair and transport 

and logistics sectors, Palkovics said. 

Applications for wage support for 

almost 45,000 employees have already 

been approved, he added. He said 

600 employers had applied for wage 

support for staff working in R&D&I. 

The subsidies will preserve the jobs 

of 9,200 researchers. The government 

continues to work to preserve as many 

jobs as possible and to create as many 

as have been lost due to the pandemic, 

he added.

OMBUDSMAN: GOVT 
RESTRICTIONS 
‘NECESSARY, 
PROPORTIONATE’

The government’s restrictions 

introduced in response to the novel 

coronavirus epidemic have been 

“necessary and proportionate”, 

Ombudsman Ákos Kozma said in 

an interview to the daily Magyar 

Nemzet. Kozma said that regulations 

introduced in a state of emergency 

should be evaluated in light of 

“different constitutional standards”, 

adding that a special legal order in 

such situations is aimed at protecting 

people’s rights to life and wellbeing. 

Asked if the ombudsman’s office 

had received complaints during 

the state of emergency, Kozma said 

that “some applicants asked about 

the rights of employees and about 

the data employers were entitled to 

collect”, while others complained 

about the high cost of digital 

education. He said that his office 

had not recognised any violations 

in connection with coronavirus 

restrictions. The ombudsman 

said the office had received no 

complaints from patients discharged 

from hospitals to free beds for 

potential coronavirus patients.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: 700 
VENTILATORS DELIVERED 
TO HUNGARY IN TWO DAYS

In the past two days, 700 ventilators 

have been delivered to Hungary, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó told 

MTI. Health-care experts and scientists 

are debating the probable course of 

the novel coronavirus epidemic in the 

future, Szijjártó noted. The Hungarian 

government is therefore preparing for 

long-term prevention, and continues 

to procure the equipment necessary 

for that fight, he said. “We need to have 

the equipment to protect Hungarians 

in the long term,” the minister said.

CDI SUPPORTS JOB 
CREATION

The Centrist Democrat International 

(CDI), a Christian Democratic political 

formation, held a video conference 

to discuss as a priority the tackling of 

the coronavirus pandemic, the press 

chief of Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said. The meeting joined 

by Orbán, who is a vice-president of 

CDI, focused on schemes helping 

people who have lost their jobs 

because of the pandemic to find 

employment, Bertalan Havasi told 

MTI. The participants, including the 

Slovenian prime minister and the 

former presidents of Colombia and 

Lebanon, stressed the need to rebuild 

the economies and societies of the 

countries affected most by the crisis. 

They established that the way for a 

country to return to a normal daily 

operation is through implementing 

long-term measures, including job 

creation. Under Orbán’s proposal, the 

CDI asserted the objective to create 

as many jobs as were destroyed by 

the virus.

JUSTICE MINISTER: EC 
PROPOSES 6 MONTH 
EXPANSION FOR SZEKLER 
COUNCIL MINORITY 
PETITION

The European Commission has 

proposed that the deadline for the 

Szekler Council’s petition, aimed at 

ensuring European Union protection 

for ethnic regions across the bloc, be 

pushed out by six months, Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said in a Facebook 

post. The petition had already 

garnered 1 million signatures for the 

drive, but the coronavirus outbreak 

hindered collection of the required 

number in other member states, Varga 

noted. “Next to the organisers, I also 

turned to the Commission and asked 

for an extension ... The Commission’s 

proposal would make it possible for 

further European citizens to support 

the initiative,” Varga said. The European 

Parliament and Council will also have 

to approve the extension.

Loránt Vincze, MEP of Romania’s 

ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ party, said 

that the EC’s approval came “slightly 

late” but added that it was “fair”. Vincze, 

who is the European Parliament’s 

rapporteur for civil initiatives, said 

he would work in Brussels to ensure 

that the EC proposal is passed as 

soon as possible, adding that the 

initiative would “promote participatory 

democracy and the interests of 

Europe’s citizens”.

TRÓCSÁNYI: 
CONFRONTATION 
BETWEEN EU, NATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS ‘TO BE 
EXPECTED’

Fidesz MEP László Trócsányi said in 

an article published in Wednesday’s 

Magyar Nemzet that confrontations 

between the European Union’s 

institutions and those of member 

states were predictable as “the balance 

outlined in the EU treaties have 

been upset” and the EU is “showing 

tendencies that institutions of the 

individual member states reject”.

Trócsányi, Hungary’s former justice 

minister, wrote an analysis on the 

German constitutional court’s ruling 

rejecting a decision of the Court 

of Justice of the European Union 

regarding the European Central 

Bank’s economic stimulus package, 

which Germany said violated “German 

constitutional identity”.

Trócsányi said the role of the 

European Council comprising the 

member states’ heads of state and 

government, was losing its weight. 

The European Commission, on the 

other hand, often “grinds down 

member states’ opposition” and 

forces its decisions on them, he 

said. Those decisions often seem 

to seek a “stealthy expansion” of 
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EU competencies, he said, as if the 

EU institutions had forgotten that 

the member states are “lords of 

the treaties.” The constitutional 

institutions of member states, 

however, are starting to “develop a 

defence mechanism” against the EU’s 

centralisation efforts, Trócsányi said. 

One such reaction was the German 

constitutional court’s ruling, in line 

with other efforts to keep European 

institutions under the member states’ 

control, he said. At a time “determined 

by economic, migration and health 

crises”, a series of confrontations 

seems likely, Trócsányi said. The EU 

institutions’ primary role should 

be coordinating member states’ 

responses to those challenges, he 

said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TALKS 
WITH COUNTERPARTS 
ON EASING BORDER 
RESTRICTIONS

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó discussed the potential easing 

of border restrictions with his Austrian, 

Czech and Slovak counterparts earlier 

this week. Factors to be considered 

when phasing out border restrictions 

include the protection of human 

life and health, economic and trade 

relations, the re-establishment of links 

between communities living along 

the borders and a return to normalcy, 

Szijjártó said on Facebook regarding 

his talks with Alexander Schallenberg, 

Tomáš Petřiček and Ivan Korčok. 

He welcomed the recent easing of 

restrictions in Austria and Slovakia, 

saying that the Hungarian government, 

will soon also discuss similar measures.

OPPOSITION SLAMS 
RULING PARTIES FOR 
BOYCOTTING PARLT CTTEE 
MEETING

The opposition Socialist and Párbeszéd 

parties have slammed the ruling 

parties for boycotting a planned 

meeting of parliament’s welfare 

committee that would have been used 

to discuss matters related to the novel 

coronavirus epidemic, thus preventing 

the committee from reaching quorum.

The hearing convened for 

Wednesday would have served to 

clarify the situation that arose at the 

Bajcsy-Zsilinszky Hospital during the 

epidemic and for the committee to put 

questions regarding the procurement 

of ventilators to the operative board 

coordinating Hungary’s response 

to the outbreak, Lajos Korózs, the 

Socialist head of the committee, told 

an online press conference. He said the 

number of Covid-19 cases in hospitals 

now exceeded those in elderly care 

homes. Korózs said the operative 

board would have been asked whether 

the health authorities had investigated 

the situation at the Bajcsy-Zsilinszky 

Hospital after a spike in coronavirus 

cases at the institution and why it had 

not started testing staff for the virus 

until late March. He said he also wanted 

to know whether the ventilators 

purchased by Hungary were adequate 

for treating Covid-19 patients. Korózs 

added that lawmakers of the Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance had a duty 

to attend the meeting, adding that he 

would reconvene the committee for 

next Monday.

Meanwhile, liberal Párbeszéd said 

it would have asked the operative 

board about reports saying that the 

number of coronavirus cases outside 

the capital is higher than originally 

thought. “Though the cabinet is trying 

to pin the blame for the situation 

at the elderly care home on Pesti 

Road on Budapest Mayor Gergely 

Karácsony, tests conducted in recent 

weeks have made it abundantly clear 

that the government is to blame,” 

Párbeszéd group leader Tímea Szabó 

said in a video message on Facebook. 

“Now that it’s become clear that the 

Bajcsy-Zsilinszky Hospital is one of 

the most severe clusters,” Párbeszéd 

expects Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

to apologise to Karácsony, the families 

of those who have died from the 

virus and to those who had become 

infected “because of the irresponsible 

actions of the government”, she said.

The Government Information Office 

said Fidesz and Christian Democrat 

lawmakers would wait to attend the 

welfare committee’s meetings until 

after the end of the state of emergency 

declared due to the epidemic.

HUNGARY SUPPORTS 
PALESTINIAN CHRISTIANS

The Hungarian government has 

earmarked 20,000 euros to support 

Palestinian Christians in the West 
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Bank at the time of the coronavirus 

pandemic, the head of Hungary’s 

Representative Office in Ramallah 

said. Csaba Rada paid a visit to Beit 

Sahour near Bethlehem where he met 

local Christian leaders and assured 

them of Hungary’s solidarity and 

support. He signed an agreement 

with the director of the local Greek 

Catholic school on the Hungarian 

government’s financial contribution 

to the school’s maintenance and 

infrastructural development.

The event was attended by the 

local leaders of Christian churches, 

the mayor and Nassar Khamis, 

Hungary’s honorary consul in 

Bethlehem. Rada stressed Hungary’s 

commitment towards supporting 

Christian communities in the Holy 

Land. He told MTI that the support 

is to demonstrate that even at a 

time when a crisis is hitting every 

country the Hungarian government 

will continue to help local Christian 

communities. After the meeting, 

Rada and his delegation travelled 

on to nearby Beit Jala where they 

visited the Saint Nicholas elderly 

care home and handed over 

medical and sanitation aid to help 

coronavirus protection.

Hungary has provided financial 

support and material donation to 

Christian communities in the Holy Land 

over several years. The programme 

formed part of the government’s 

Hungary Helps humanitarian scheme 

supporting persecuted Christian 

communities.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ZSIRA BORDER 
CROSSING OPEN FOR 
COMMUTERS BETWEEN 
HUNGARY, AUSTRIA

The border crossing at Zsira has been 

reopened for commuters between 

Austria and Hungary, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. Zsira is the 

thirteenth border crossing reopened 

between Austria and Hungary after the 

novel coronavirus outbreak. It will be 

open between 5am and 9pm, he said.

69,000 MORE 
HUNGARIANS REGISTER AS 
JOBSEEKERS IN APRIL

The number of registered jobseekers 

in Hungary rose by an annual 69,000, 

or 26.5%, to 330,700 in April, data 

published on the website of the 

National Employment Office (NFSZ) 

show. The number of registered 

jobseekers with only a primary school 

education increased to 129,500 during 

the month and made up 39% of the 

total. Almost 23% of jobseekers were 

aged 55 years or older. The NFSZ said 

22.6% of the total, or around 74,700 

people, had been seeking work for 

more than one year. The ratio was 

up 8.4 percentage points from a year 

earlier. Around 178,400 jobseekers, 

or 61.8% of the total, were eligible for 

some kind of unemployment or social 

support during the month.

PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE 
CHARGES DUTCH 
NATIONAL WITH DRUG 
TRAFFICKING

The Somogy County Prosecutor’s 

Office has brought charges against a 

Dutch man, accusing him of trafficking 

and consuming drugs at a 2019 music 

festival at Lake Balaton. The 31-year-old 

man was arrested in August last year, 

the prosecutors said in a statement. On 

his arrest, the police seized cannabis, 

amphetamine and ketamine products, 

LSD and MDMA as well as 1.5 million 

forints (EUR 4,200) from him, the 

statement said.


