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Varga cited the government’s pledge to terminate the state of emergency raised in connection with the novel coronavirus 

outbreak once the epidemic has subsided. Prime Minister Viktor Orbán may submit a motion on ending the government’s 

special powers to parliament before the end of May, she added. 

Meanwhile, the minister slammed the opposition for “launching a political attack of unprecedented intensity against our 

homeland, in cooperation with Western European political leaders, the liberal mainstream media and well-known satellite 

civil organisations, in the midst of the pandemic.”  

These people and organisations “have not shied away from spreading the most absurd charges, slander and fake news” 

concerning “dictatorship, the closure of parliament and the imprisonment of journalists,” she said. In the meantime, the 

government is working to minimise the damaging effects of the epidemic, Varga said. Certain groups, she added, had 

exploited the state of emergency for their own ends. 

The government is considering giving up its emergency powers in June, Justice 
Minister Judit Varga said. 

GOVT MAY END SPECIAL POWERS IN JUNE
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SZIJJÁRTÓ IN TALKS WITH 
SLOVENIA  
ON PHASING OUT BORDER 
RESTRICTIONS

Slovenia and Hungary have started 

working on a plan to gradually ease 

border restrictions with a target 

date of June 1, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said, after talks with Zdravko 

Počivalšek, Slovenia’s economy 

minister. Szijjártó said restarting 

the economy meant resuming 

international cooperation, and this 

entailed easing border restrictions 

“without compromising the priority 

of people’s health”. The two ministers 

agreed the two countries had handled 

the epidemic successfully, Szijjártó 

said. “Both Slovenia and Hungary 

took timely action and managed to 

prevent the epidemic from spreading.” 

Szijjártó noted that trade turnover with 

Slovenia exceeds an annual 2.5 billion 

euros, noting intensive ties between 

communities on either side of the 

common border.

SZIJJÁRTÓ URGES 
‘REASONABLE BALANCE’ 
IN EXIT FROM LOCKDOWN 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

underlined the importance of 

maintaining a “reasonable balance” 

between safeguarding human life, 

restarting the economy and “returning 

to normalcy” in Hungary’s emergence 

from lockdown. Measures introduced 

by the government over the past few 

days are aimed at preparing the health-

care system “for an unprecedented 

situation”, giving the economy a 

head start in the new era of the 

global economy and repatriating 

Hungarians stranded abroad due to 

travel restrictions, Szijjártó said in an 

address to parliament.

The foreign ministry has so far 

helped bring more than 10,000 

Hungarians home, with 541 more 

stranded abroad, Szijjártó said. The 

European Union has been notified 

of all flights that have repatriated 

Hungarians and other EU citizens, but 

Hungary has received no response 

or support from the bloc, he said. 

Concerning health accessories 

delivered from China in the recent 

period, Szijjártó said more than 130 

planes have shipped equipment to 

Hungary so far. Hungary has so far 

taken delivery of more than 132 million 

face masks and is contracted to receive 

40.4 million more, the minister said. 

China has delivered 3,298 ventilators, 

1,351 of which arrived last week. Fully 

2.37 million coronavirus testing kits 

have been delivered with 1.17 million 

more on the way. Hungary has also 

taken delivery of over 68 million items 

of protective gear, he said.

 China has also sent 850,000 pills 

that have shown to be a promising 

treatment option for Covid-19 patients, 

he said, adding that Japan has also 

agreed to deliver more than 12,000 

pills. Hungary has also received help 

from other countries and has itself 

provided help to the Hungarian 

communities beyond the border, 

neighbouring countries and the 

Western Balkan countries, he said.

 As regards economic measures, 

Szijjártó noted that the government 

has approved a scheme to support 

the investments of businesses 

operating in Hungary with grants 

worth up to 800,000 euros. So far 

526 companies have applied for the 

scheme, undertaking investments 

worth a total of 254 billion forints (EUR 

717.5m) to preserve 93,650 jobs, the 

minister added. The government has 

since doubled the funding available 

for the scheme to 100 billion forints, 

he said. Talks are ongoing with the EU 

on scrapping the limit for the amount 

of funding one company can receive, 

Szijjártó said, adding that the EU is 

expected to make a decision at the 

end of the month.

Hungary in the recent period 

also had to deal with “outright lies” 

regarding its law in response to the 

epidemic, the minister said. These 

included claims about the alleged 

suspension of parliament and “sly Nazi-

baiting”, he said. Now that parliament 

can start preparing to end the state 

of emergency through legislation, 

“all those who lied that the opposite 

would be the case should apologise,” 

Szijjártó said. “Although this will never 

happen, it’s enough that they got 

caught in their lies.”

ELEVEN PATIENTS DIE, 
3,535 REGISTERED CASES

Eleven elderly patients have died in 

the past 24 hours, all of whom had 
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an underlying illness, bringing the 

total number of deaths to 462, while 

the number of registered infections 

rose by 26 to 3,535, koronavirus.gov.

hu said. Fully 1,400 patients have 

made a recovery, while the number of 

active infections has gone up to 1,673. 

Currently 568 coronavirus patients are 

being treated in hospital, 46 of whom 

are on a ventilator. Altogether 10,388 

people are in official home quarantine. 

Fully 137,243 tests have been carried 

out. Budapest has the most registered 

cases (1,681), followed by Pest County 

(476) and Fejér County (359). Békés 

County (11) has the fewest.

CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER: 
NUMBER OF HOSPITAL 
PATIENTS DECLINING

The number of Covid-19 hospital 

patients in Hungary is declining, with 

only one-third of active cases now 

requiring hospital treatment, the 

chief medical officer said. Up until 

now, around half of the active novel 

coronavirus cases had needed hospital 

care, Cecília Müller told an online press 

conference. Altogether 568 of the 

current 1,673 patients are in hospital, 

46 of whom are on ventilators, she 

said. Müller added, at the same time, 

over the last couple of days there had 

been a modest but clear rise in the 

number of novel coronavirus cases. 

She underlined the importance of 

complying with the basic safety 

regulations now that restrictions 

were being lifted. From Monday, the 

status of the epidemic in Budapest and 

the countryside is being monitored 

separately, the chief medical officer 

said. Citing epidemiological data, she 

said there was a 45-55% split between 

the capital and the countryside in 

terms of the number of active cases. 

Budapest accounts for 62% of Covid-19 

fatalities and 45% of recoveries, she 

added.

Speaking at the same press 

conference, a spokesman for the 

operative board coordinating efforts 

against the epidemic said that the 

police had taken action in nearly 

51,400 cases of people violating 

curfew regulations at the weekend, 

but noted that such restrictions were 

no longer in effect from Monday on. 

Róbert Kiss said that so far 370 criminal 

proceedings have been launched in 

connection with the coronavirus 

epidemic, including 94 cases of 

spreading rumours. Concerning border 

traffic, Kiss said that another crossing 

station, at Ártánd, was opened for 

Romanian guest workers returning 

to Western Europe, to reduce long 

waiting times at Nagylak.

GOVT TO FACILITATE 
CREATION OF 70,000 JOBS 

The government has decided to 

launch a programme aimed at 

providing companies with a wage 

subsidy to promote job creation, a 

state secretary at the innovation and 

technology ministry said. Sándor 

Bodó said that the programme, using 

a budget of 80 billion forints (EUR 

226m), will facilitate the employment 

of some 70,000 people. Outlining 

the programme, Bodó said that 

participating companies could receive 

the subsidy for 6 months and would be 

expected to continue employing their 

staff for another 3 months. Employers 

will receive an amount of up to 200,000 

forints per month, which will increase 

wages by 112,000 forints, the state 

secretary said.  The programme is 

part of the government’s economy 

protection plan.

DK CALLS ON PARLT  
TO STRIP GOVT  
OF SPECIAL POWERS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) urged that parliament should 

discuss its proposal aimed at stripping 

the government of its special powers 

granted at the outbreak of the 

coronavirus epidemic. Gergely Arató, 

DK’s deputy group leader told an 

online press conference that Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán on Friday had 

pledged to return to parliament the 

special powers at the end of May. He 

further referred to Gergely Gulyás, the 

minister heading the Prime Minister’s 

Office, saying on Sunday that the 

government was expected to submit 

a related proposal on May 26, which, he 

said, suggested that the special powers 

would only be returned to parliament 

in June. “DK would not want to wait for 

a third version to be proposed by yet 

another government official,” Arató said. 

“If [ruling] Fidesz wants to keep Viktor 

Orbán’s promise, all it would need to do 

is accept DK’s proposal,” he said.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: OVER 500 
COMPANIES APPLY  
FOR SUBSIDY TO PROMOTE 
COMPETITIVENESS

So far, 526 companies have applied 

for a government subsidy aimed at 

increasing the competitiveness of 

businesses, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, said. 

Szijjártó added that the applicants 

have agreed to complete investments 

of a combined 254 billion forints (EUR 

717m). He said the government had 

increased the budget for the scheme 

from 50 billion forints to 100 billion, 

adding that the funds could be further 

increased if there is sufficient demand. 

With regard to the significance of 

employment, companies participating 

in the programme could be granted 

up to half of the total worth of 

their project, he said. The minister 

addressed a ceremony at which three 

companies in the automotive sector 

were awarded participation in the 

programme. 

Bálind Kft has received a grant 

of 287 million forints to buy new 

technologies at a total cost of 574 

million forints. Dana Hungary Gyártó 

has been awarded 214 million forints 

to a project worth 428 million forints 

to buy new assembly lines, while 

Valeo Siemens eAutomotive Hungary 

will benefit from a grant of 287 million 

forints to increase its electric car 

making capacities costing 597 million 

forints.

PLUS BOND WEEKLY SALES 
DECLINE, BUT STILL ABOVE 
LOCKDOWN LEVELS

The latest weekly sales of the 

Hungarian Government Securities 

Plus bonds for retail investors 

reached 32.9 billion forints (EUR 

92.5m), down from 42.7 billion in the 

previous week, but still higher than 

sales at the start of the coronavirus 

crisis, according to the Government 

Debt Management Agency (AKK). 

Weekly sales had slipped to 20-25 

billion in the weeks after lockdown 

measures were introduced in 

March to contain the spread of the 

coronavirus.

The Plus bond, which pays an 

annualised yield of 4.95% if held for 

the full five-year maturity, has attracted 

record demand among retail investors 

in Hungary, taking some of the heat 

off the real estate market where home 

prices, especially in the capital, had 

earlier risen faster than anywhere in 

the European Union.

OFFICIAL: NEW BASIS  
FOR RUNNING 
UNIVERSITIES BOOSTS 
FLEXIBILITY

The six more universities to be run 

by foundations will be able to meet 

future challenges more flexibly, a 

state secretary of the innovation 

and technology ministry said. In 

the current structure, state-run 

universities need to meet budgetary, 

asset management law and public 

procurement obligations, József 

Bódis, who is in charge of education, 

told public news channel M1. Under 

the new operational structure, the 

universities will be able to react faster 

and more flexibly to economic and 

international challenges and to the 

students’ needs, he said.  

The first Hungarian university 

to be operated by a designated 

asset management foundation was 

Budapest’s Corvinus University, Bódis 

noted.

The new arrangements cover the 

University of Veterinary Medicine 

Budapest, the University of Miskolc, 

the Moholy-Nagy University of Art and 

Design Budapest, the Neumann János 

University, the University of Sopron and 

the Széchenyi István University of Győr.


